1S IT STAR GHAMBER RULE?

Yooapectabie ¢ Gamblers Indited al Par-
Lershorg Whose Names ate not Allowed
1o bo Made Publu.

Speeial to the Susd vy Reysber.
Parnensnuse, West Vi, Uebraary 21—

On Monday, the 9th day of Lebraary, the

Cirewit Court of Wood county convened at

Parkersburg, 1s_[Tonor, Judge J. M

Jachson, n, \\ hen the names of

the Grand and Petit juiora drawn for the

'ebruecy term by Sherol Samuel Stemart

Serc made hnown, 1t was rematked that

they represented men of more intelligence
and abulity than generally falls to the “Tot of
the ordinarv juryman. 1 here werc no “pro-
fessional” Jurors diawn, and the decrepit
and bald hénded clement were notably ab-
"ach juror's name was & gearantee !
initeelf that Justice would be meted ont to |
all with an 1mpartial hand and entire disre-
ard of persons. and the uumber of indict-
ments ound verified the.first formed con-
clusion.  Junela Juegut,
The names of the jurrors were s follows
Grund—Hardolph Lugmn. John i Johmson,

S, P, Wells, AL €, (3 Churel, \roomen

D. B. Greer, Joln lmher

: W 1 Ander-on,
Jacob lh:cm ~amuel \\.ﬂsou John Ii. Ian-
; naman, \\hmen Wells, 1 5. Carliiw, e,
N. 8. e, I Mcldabl and Wm, I, Tay-
lor. Thero s not n single mame on the
abona list (hat wes indcatne of distrust
and the people expecied wonders, as it had
been whaspercd for some time bach that u
blow would he struck at the gambling
houses. The tirst day, Monday, was so wet
and muddy that few of those liing in the
country could reach the aty. It rained in-
“cessantly all day so that thére was but httle
done. "On Tuesday morning, howerer,
most all the furrore were present, and hefore
theclose of the three days allotied them by
law, over two hundred in lictments hadbeen
und. Of these some eizhit or ten wele
felony, avd M2 were for gambline,
e\l ibiting  gamwng  device ote. Tor
some years past Darhersburg  has
guneda notor.ety for saloons houses of
rostitution, gambhnz, &c, that bas not
cen coveled By ker verdant sister towns,

A certan system G¥ lowleesness has
reigned for scme time past over which the
autiorities seemed to have but lttle or no
contral, notwithstand'ag the boasted  detec-
tive ability (') of the city’s ex Cnief of
Tolice. Now ‘and then o Llundering bur-
zlar might be caught when too drunk to
Tun, or some bLunzry thief be surprised
while trying to steal” something to eat, but
beyond {his tle wonderful police forze just
retired did nothing to distinguish itself and
the greater erimes were winhed at.

Untl the outbreak of the late war Park-
ersburg was not much of a place. It is mot
much of a place yet—caly on its darher

Masquerade balls, theatres, shating
Ac, ara well patronized, while dust
Tiea thick o the cusbions ofber phurch pews.

A newspape: man recently dropped 1nto
an all dny prayer meeting to which the
ans of all denomirations had been
fuviiad and found but fve persons prasent.
Then visiting the {orty-two_ saloons, pambe
bling honses etc., he counted over 100 loung-
ers, Cowment is unnecessary.

As roon as the recent grand jury had dis- |

osed of i3 tegular business, it eat down to
s.lacllsa the que:tmnu of gambling acd
gamblers, prostitntion and its progress, sa-
i Toozs, and the open violation of the Sunlay
| and license laws, ete. Subjects of gotri-
| fing moument, we are sure. Tke great prob.
Jem scemed to be *Shall we male a clean
sweep of gambling resorts and indictall, or
shall ve select 2 fen 1o make an exn'n;ulg
of '~ Better rearon reigned over their judg-
sment, ard they decided to indiet every case
that was 5 indictable. Their decisions
were wied and ampartial. - At fhe close of
tkeir  bompess mearly 280 indictments




were handed in to the _ coutt, |
When it was first rumored that
the jury bad summoned witnesses on cer-
tain well known gambling cases, the effect
was wonderfol. There was a general siaw-
pede, or esodus, from the city. In speak-
1ng of the popularity of the name Smith,
some person has sald that on s certain oc:
casion 8 man ran into a church and catled
out that John Smith was wanted at home,
when half the males in the church put “on
their hata and started for homs. So it
wasin Parkersburg when it was said that
every man in towa who visited gambling
houses was either indicted or summoned as
a witness sgaimst others. Lawyers left
their clients 1n court, editors or reporters
ad to take a train at once to visit the scene
of an imaginary railcoad collision out of
town. Merchants had to leave at once for
the East to look after a delayed imoice for
fle spring trade. Attorneys had to go to
Wheehzg to see_about the passage of “that
Bill”  Hespectable citizens bad to visit
friends in the country. Physicians lost no
time in_seeing their outof town patiects
In fact, it appcared asif everybody wasleav
ing the city at one time. Dur the mill
ground awsy. and it ground exceeding fine

One of the most remarhalle featurss of
the matter is this* It was notat first sup
posed that “prominent citizeds” would he
indicted; as fast as the forsman of the
grand jury seat in the indictments the
names of those indicted were read oat in
court, until it was discovered that th-
names were running up into the bighesr
circles of Parkereburg society, when the
court very decidedly ordered that “no more
names be made public.” Sublime sympathy'
Vihat tha people wantis news—the un
binsed and ungarnished news of the day
2nd no matter how high the offender may
stand, let him be treated and dealt with ac
cording to his true character, The names
must be exposed at trial, and it is hoped
that the petit jury will deal as conscien
tiously in this matterand discharge its duty
as fathfully, impartially and fearlessly as
the grand jary has done.




