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TIPS FOR TAKING THE TIPS FOR TAKING THE 

BESTBEST
PICTURES OF CEMETERY STONESPICTURES OF CEMETERY STONES

27 May 201027 May 2010



Take “View” Pictures ofTake “View” Pictures of
  Cemetery too Cemetery too 



Look for the Family PlotLook for the Family Plot



Check ALL the SIDES of stones!Check ALL the SIDES of stones!



Check for FOOTSTONES!Check for FOOTSTONES!

Newer Family Stone -OLD FootstoneNewer Family Stone -OLD Footstone



Don't Forget:Don't Forget:  
Check to see if stone needs to beCheck to see if stone needs to be

DUG OUT!DUG OUT!



CLEANING STONESCLEANING STONES
can make them more readable!can make them more readable!



Your Cemetery KIT:Your Cemetery KIT:  
Leave it in the car & be ready to GO!Leave it in the car & be ready to GO!

and/or



Your Cemetery KIT:Your Cemetery KIT:  

T
O
O
L
S

Spade

Plastic Scrapers

Grass Clipper

Knife/Saw to cut Sod

?-make your own?

CUSHION FOR KNEELINGCUSHION FOR KNEELING
GARBAGE BAG FOR GARBAGE BAG FOR 
SOD CLUMPS OR TRASHSOD CLUMPS OR TRASH



Your Cemetery KIT:Your Cemetery KIT:  
Don't Forget aDon't Forget a

Control the amountControl the amount
of light you wantof light you want
and the angle youand the angle you
want it to bewant it to be

Watch the letteringWatch the lettering
just POP OUT!just POP OUT!



Use Use onlyonly  

  
to clean stones!! to clean stones!! 



  LICHEN can hide important letteringLICHEN can hide important lettering  
BUT it CAN be removed! BUT it CAN be removed! 

  

Wet, Scrape, WipeWet, Scrape, Wipe
Repeat if necessaryRepeat if necessary



CLEANING STONES of LichenCLEANING STONES of Lichen
  ONLY USING   ONLY USING   WATERWATER!! !! 



  WATER!! - just wetting a stoneWATER!! - just wetting a stone
can bring out the lettering! can bring out the lettering! 





Broken Stones!Broken Stones!

Clean - thenClean - then
Take FULL View &Take FULL View &

  CLOSE-UP picturesCLOSE-UP pictures  
CHECK SIDES & TOPS TOO!



Beginning a Cemetery Photo Survey..Beginning a Cemetery Photo Survey..

!



Check ALL sides of StonesCheck ALL sides of Stones
Service markers many times on backService markers many times on back  



Check ALL SIDES of Stones!Check ALL SIDES of Stones!
Take FULL & CLOSE-UP pictures where needed!Take FULL & CLOSE-UP pictures where needed!  

CHECK SIDES & TOPS TOO!



Check BUSHES & TREES for Stones!Check BUSHES & TREES for Stones!
Take FULL & CLOSE-UP pictures!Take FULL & CLOSE-UP pictures!  

NOT MUCH FUN TO DO BUT GREAT TO FIND THE STONE(S)!



When When Flowers+Flowers+ Block Stones Block Stones
Take FULL & Close-up pictures!Take FULL & Close-up pictures!  



At END of DAY'sAt END of DAY's
Work (if not finished)Work (if not finished)
take “View”picture of take “View”picture of 
where you will begin next time..where you will begin next time..

!



What we're doing does makeWhat we're doing does make
a difference and is appreciated!....a difference and is appreciated!....
“Thank you very much for posting the information on the Schumacher/Nasewaupee 
Cemetary on your website and the outstanding photos of the headstones. I have been 
trying to find the burial location for my great-grandfather, Samuel Thomas 
McCumby for a long time.” - Kris McCUMBY

“I did find my grandfather's parents' headstone picture on your website 
(thanks!). Their names are James and Emily Belanger.” - Kay BELANGER 
JOHNSON

“I really enjoyed looking at the Liberty Grove cemetery site and found pictures of my 
grandparents (Anna and August Anderson) and great aunt and uncle (Elmer and Clara 
Olson). Anna's gravestone was in terrible shape and I contacted my brother in CA (I live in 
FL) and we contacted a place in Sturgeon Bay and had a new headstone put in.” - Nancy 
ANDERSON

“I  never realized that the WOBSER Family line ended with Albert's children until today. 
And then it was wonderful to realize that YOU found the website and had those pictures to 
share! That is really AWESOME!!  Thank you so much” – Jim O'SULLIVAN



These little guys will be just starting out soonThese little guys will be just starting out soon
Just like we will be again this yearJust like we will be again this year

But we'll be old hands at it by next fall!!But we'll be old hands at it by next fall!!

2010's project is up next......2010's project is up next......



CEMETERIES for 2010 Photo SurveysCEMETERIES for 2010 Photo Surveys
* we need volunteers!** we need volunteers!*

Pick aPick a
SectionSection
to doto do
this this 
summer!summer!



Do aDo a
PhotoPhoto
SurveySurvey
this this 
summersummer
atat
Bayside!Bayside!

ChooseChoose
your ownyour own
Section!Section!





Hope you will help takeHope you will help take
  Photo Survey picturesPhoto Survey pictures
  for the PGS Websitefor the PGS Website

this summer!this summer!

Don't be afraidDon't be afraid
to come out to come out 
and play!!and play!!
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