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¥y Dedp Sir or Hadams

(1.) As a descendant from one of the twenty=three grantees
in the Patents and Orants herein desoribed, you are directly intere
ested in lands and properties, millicns in value, situated
within the limits of the present City of New York, togelher with
rights, privileges and franchises connected therewith,

E.} Between 1664 and 1688 under Orents and Charters from
the King of England and his brother, the Duke of York, through
Covernors Nicolls and Don?n. twentysthree men were oreated a
Corportition lmown as the "Town of New Harlem," and eaid body
corporate, under such Grants and Chartoers, became owner of certain
lands on Manhattan Islend (now forming a part of the City of New
York), together with certain rights, privileges and franchises
among others, those incident do the constitution and wrnmt’:‘
of a towm, as more particularly set forth in said Crants and Chare-

terss

{3,) The names of the twenty-three grafitees (inoluding your
ancegtor) follows

Jobn Delavall, peter Van Oblinus (Oblenus),
Resolved Waldron, Jan Dykenam (Dyokman),

Joost Van Oblinus (Oblinus), Jan Hagel,

Daniel Tourneur, Avent Harmanse (Bussing),
Adolph Meyer (Myer), Cornelis Jansen (EKortright)
John apn?gp. Jacqueline Tournsur,

Jan Hendrieks Brevoort, Hester Delamater,

Jan Delamater, Johannes Verveelen (Van Valen),
" Isaaé Delamater, william Haldron (Holdrum),

Barent Waldron Abrahem Montanie (De La Montanye),
Johannes Vermilje (Vermilye) Peter Parmentiers
Lewrence Jansen (Low),

(é¢) ALl lands on Manhattan Island, east and north of the

line between New York and Harlem, and gertain other lands
outside of seid Island, wers given, granted and conveyed by sald
tents to the tmuyu‘mo grantecs above named, and %o thelr

heirs, sucoessors and assigne forever."

8.) As such descendant, as aforesaid, you are & member
of “Corporasion and and entitled to participate in its

government, inoluding, among other powers, the right to reduce
to pal“n.{nn and to 31-::0“ of all lands and properties belong~-
ing to said Corporation not heretofore lawfully allienhted.
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peter Parmentler, a Patentee maned 1n the Dongan patent, took
the place of Jan Louwe Bogert therein as a Patentee, having
contracted to buy said Bogert's farm at Harlem. No sale took placse,
however, Jan Louwe Bogert retaining the farm. Sald Bogert there=
after acted a &8 a Patentee and was duly regognized as such.
Parmentier is not again maned among the Patentecs, and dled at
kingston, Ulster County, New York, in the year 1701, in reduced
circumatances.

johanres Denscn, after the lgsuing of the Dongan Patent, be=
came a Patentee by the purchase ofoertain Harlem lands and patent-

ee rights.

All descendants of Jan Louwe Bogert and Johannes Eenson have
therefore, similar rights and interasts to those possessed by the
descendants of the Patente a mentioned in the Dongan patent, &s
though seid Bogert and Benson had been originally mamed thercin.



IN THE MATTER OF THE HARLEM LANDS AND PROFERTIES

To the descendants of the Patenteesg :

The replies regeived in answer to our cireular letterimdicate
more or less misunderstanding regarding the statements contained in
section "fomrteen®™ thereof, relating to the responsibility or lia=
bility of those signing the "Authority to call a Meeting®™. Permit
us to say by way of explanatlion that,

Mr. Henry Pennington Toler's offer to commence and prosecute
suite for the recovery of the lands and properties, to be presented
to the corporation at the meeting of the same (as in sald sestion
more fully set forth ), will provide for the recovery of sajd lands
wholly dt his owmm expense and of and in consideration of the
compensation therein mentioned,

NO RESPENSIBILITY OR LIABILITY WHATSOEVLR attaches or will
attach to any descendant of the Patentees individuelly or as a
member of the corporation of the "Town of Hew Harlem™, by reason
of hie or her signing the "Authority to Call A Meeting,"

Very truly yours,
Toler & Nutting

Exchange Court (Room 3)
EXechange Place, liew York




(8)

(6.) Certain of the lands so granted were divided by the Towm
among the twenty=three original members of the Corporation}
certain other of such lands remain to+day undivided, either une~
occupied or in the possession of unlawful oecupants.

(7.) All previous effortss to recover these lands, rights
and properties have falled, becuase based on the theory that 1n
law said properties vested in the individual heirs of the original
twenty-three grantees mamed, instead of in the Corporatlion, the
"Pown of New Harlem," as is now imown.

(8.,) It therefore h-pppni_n-npn-nrr;,in ardsr to exsrclase
control over or disposition of such lands and properties 8o
bel to the Town of New Harlem.® that the Town, as sueh, im
its corporate capacity, take the initisl sotion in any sush pro=-

ceedings.

(9.) The "Town of New Harlem" Corporation, being now dormn®
mat therefore hold a Town Meeting for the purpose of electing
proper officers, adopting a common seal and taking other corporate
sction as may be found necessary to ensble it to resume the exer-
cise of its corporate funotions.

(10.) A little less than two years &go Mr. Henry Pennington

Toler undertooki
1. To trace the living descendants and prove thelr

descent from the sald twenty-three original grantees meRNs

of church and publie records, anclent manuseripte lnﬁ othey sourees

of ipformation and svidences which at this time it is not deemed £
advisable to disclose. :

II. To secure proof of the locatl n, extent and present
E;zg:tiun of the lands snd properties conveyed by said Grants and
ers.

: III. To investigate and determine throu counsel
the requisite legal methods for the recovery of said rights and
properties~= involving an exhsustive research of all facts and
law Pearing on the subject.

(II) It is needless to add that these efforts have been success-
fully carried on without the aid of the ¥Harlem Records", which
records, as is well known, were several years ago abstracted from
the New York City Archiwves.

(12.) The primary purpocse of this communication is to

-aubhority - ~t-gniii~:lii ~!-ufii-¥§-u*. ~Sewn—of - —
;::“E:r;luﬁ {55 :;iuh.nnt [ Ilii be herealfer glven)~ a

meeting of the successors~theliving descendants of the twenty~
three original grentees herein demoribed, To this end and
purpose, a doocument, duplloate of the one enclosed, granténg
the necessary authority for calling such meeting, is belng
forwarded to each member of such Corporation traced and loscated
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as above indicated. Yourars requested to sign and aclmowledge
‘hgu: a Notary Public ®Authority to call a meeting® herewlith en=
GLOROU +

(13,) It is menifest that with the thousands of members of
sald body corporate, widel scattered asthey are, it it inexpedient
and ractiocable, Ir not pible, for them to unite, rescver,
pontrol and govern the vast properties and {nterests involved as &
body aggregate, exscept in one Way, ving b{htnh. appointment of an
attornsy in fact « cne heal « one duly au rised representative or
scle agent- to set for and in the place of said body and its numerous

members.

{i¢s) ¥When s meel of the Corpormtion il Heve Beld, and
its proper officers duly elected from its members, Mr, Henry
Pennington Toler will present to such meeting an offer to commenss
and prosecute, for and on behalf of said Corporation and its memb rs
suits in equity or other appropriate actions to recover the lands and
properties now belonglng to said Corporation unlawfully witheld from
its control, to the end that such Town may makes proper division of
such lands, properties and rights among the menbers thereocf., Mr.
Toler, in consideration of his undertaking the resovery of shid
lands, and of the cost incwrred by him, having soquired, at his own
sxpense, the negessary proofs and evidences for this purpose,
ask of said Corporation & sum equal to one-quarter of the net proceeds
of the properties upon the Trecovery, division and disposal of sam®,

It is expressly understood and agreed that you are not held respon=
sible or liable for any expense heretofore or hereafter incurred

by Mr. Toler in Rhis matter, nor shall he be 1iable to said Corpe
oration .:h“ she members thereof, for any costs or expenses ine
Srtied Ty the Town or sueh MANDErs. P e - —

(16,) To insure the largest posalble Ye resentation at such
meeting of the living members of seid Corporation, we are counting up~
on the assistance of yourself and all other members, and would respest~
fully urge upon you the importance of duly aclimowledging the enclosed
*Authority to Call a Meeting" of the "pown of New Harlem,” and return~

sams at ones.

{(16.,) The alogical work we have been preparing for pube
lication is in print, and when completed will constitute a "Member-
ship Roll® of sald bedy corporate,

17.90 If eny members of your family (Who ere in the same
1ine of descent as yourself) have not received copies of this
letter, please send us thair full mames and postoffise addresses
at once. Bear in mind that all deseended directiy from the

-thres origine s throughthe e line, or collat=
unﬁ% by marr l%g%ﬁﬁt?ﬁr‘r' km'

_ 8
the blnoz of the t’l‘lﬂt{-‘lhﬂl original grantees only 1s beling
traced) are menbersof the Qorporations

(18.)

(19.,) If any descendent Das at any time signed any quit olaim
deed or similer dosument affecting his supposed interest in any
Harlem lands ss an "heir,” it is of no effeet in & prooe of
this nature, and need m‘ deter him from Signéng the enclos
fauthority to Call a Meeting® of the gorporation above deseribed,




(4)

{20 To anticlpate ulry regarding Mr. Henry Pennington
Toler Il?%lﬂ to say tg:t h:ng. & vate of P;Innitun Univerastyf
& r of the New York Stoock Exchange, and senior member of the

firm of Toler § Higgins, Bankers and Brokers, of No.7 Wall Street,
Hew York Bltr-_ . |

(8l.) The lapse of time gince the issuw of the Grants and
Charters mentioned, and the oocupancy of said lands adversely, need
not osuse apprebensiony the wrights and privileges under ssid -
dosumsnts being conclusively rotected leading and sontrolling
deeisions of the Bupreme of the ted States, as well by
the Constitution of the United States and of the State of New York.

(88,) WE cannot too stron emphasize the importance of have

ing
l-i.ld returned to us at your earliest conveniencs, &s the institution
of any

is dninmnt upon congerted aot
«the "Town of New Harlem,"
T-r:g truly yours,

o TOLER & NUTTING
e ; oy e, e g e A et et b cpp—,

Oounsellors at Law

nm u“'. ’ HeXs

To
The Members of the _
uumnunn-l'h- "pown of New Harlem,"

e T ;
iaa

the enclosed "Authority %o 1 s Meeting®” duly signed, executed

eesdings loo to the pecovery, contrel and distribution

pro
of the vast properties invelved, in which you are vitally interested,
inn of the members of the Corporatiom

o™ el —re— MH_I—-‘“W,

Exochange Court (Room 3)
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ELMIRAN IS
AMONG HEIRS

Two Billion Dollars is the Fortune,
Claimants Are Forty Thousand. |

——— ]
i

ARE NOT SURE OF IT, EITHER

J. J. Vermilya, of This City Interested
fn & Test Case That is to be Made 1o
Determize the Title to Property in
New York City,

A teat case s soonm Lo be-Brought in
the ofiarts of this country o Sourrmine
the Uils 1o property kn  Greater Sew'
Tark wvalued at over twa billloas of
Gollmre. The #alte & L b brought 1o
Testore fhe propesiy 1o the descendants
af ihe [wenfy-lve original patenless.

« Heary Ménnlnglon Toler, a fmilllon-
Bire siork broksr in New York €y
Baa the maller in <hArges. The maves
el has beem on-fedl for aver two
years and is intended 1o show fhat the
charter (o the [andia which Bag nevor
CoasEd 10 exista, antedaiss (ke charler
of New Tork Cliy.” The granis were
conferriad By (levermars  Nichalls ansd
Imignn o I'l'r-rﬂl}'-ihl-'l:'f [AH T L ] wnd
the land was never bepally merged Inko
Kew York Cliy.

Tikefe BEVE LoeR MANY Silempls mads
In rocent years to regaln fontral of [he
lamits, but the=¢ have falled owing [0 &
miaspacenlion of the underiying pria=
clplon,

Home of the Hiigants keld the (Reody
thinl the lamids were gwnesd In Jolsk don-
aEcy; olhers sued as individuals, on the
Uheesiry Ehai the [Hariem BEelrs wers own-
ere of the Ianda an i=nants IR camesbe
end that ons=mall coukl saes for the bene-
it of wfl, O this ground. the [D'nited
Braten Clroult Coury’ in New York held
the claim tn be unlenabis ond dismlseod
Lhe proceslings.

The Harbem lands under the Nicella
amd [ogan patenis [Esoed b 1867 and
1d, recorda] in the office of . the secre-
tary of staits mt Alhany. vestod I (hie
rorpammiion, the fown of Noew Jlarlem
The lamin, therefars, werg held, mot In
jolint fenancy or tPAQRcy in cormom,
bl Ly the earporatian and [l moime
berm, The corperaliksn alens had power
Lo dlspose of ‘them, and 10 I8 on Ul
groaind ihat Mr. Telér had bassd K
eean LGS 1

A fow days age J.-J. Vermilya of 16
Codamvio Btrect, thia &iiy, recelved a
frcarkesl ooy of @ New Tork papsr and
m letter from Me Toler Informing him
that e owas pmeng the forly Dhowsand
hadrm, Mr Vermilya was el sarprissd
mt this, as he hns jong bedfi awars af HiE
voppeeiion with Lhe #aiate.

The Flmiran beeame interestod [Wen-
iy yeard sES Im a8 mavement s r'-l-.qu::rl.I
the lands, aml the fsibyre §es his cage-
wal hime e Dol wiih distruel ujs=i Uhe

wECAL e e,

While ke does ot ke moch stock [n
the matter Mr. Vermilya I8 pregarsd
prs give hiz ansiaianes ko the bope that
ihicie I8 =omething mafs (han o dream
im the pressnt metben,

Publislved i the Elmira Dally Gazetie
anil Froe Press, Elmifra, New York,
Angust X5, 103
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