FAMILY REUNION AT THREAD LAKE PARK

FLINT MICHIGAN, JULY 4, 1913

Only Four of Famnly Party Escape
' Harm I*mm Electrlclty

'

Two of the chtnms Blmded and May Not Recover
Use of Their Dyes~—0thers Suffer From
Shock and- Burns-—-Thousands
Witness Accident.

Seriously Wart, =

- Williem Traver; aged 58, 1002 Pate

rick wstreet, suftering aseverely
shook at Murley lompital,

Mrs, Harmon, 1Blue, agod 43, o! 1613

Rob6t wtreet, eyos bllndcd. a!xht mty'

be permunently affeotud,

. Mrg, Mary J, Blud, ‘aged 58, 1018
Root gfreet, body bhurnod from hips
dgw:,xt and In aorloun'oom’lmon from
shock, .

Barl Brander, - agod 19, 907 Frosy.
pect streot,, eyes, blinded, muy Ye.par..
manently affected; body budly bumed.;

Othors  Injured..

' My, Harry Brander, aged ¢, Aoy

Proapoect street, hadly burned acrpss
abdomen and on left arm and hreist,

- Harry Brander, 'aged 49, 907 Fros.
pout, suflering . from

from

shook 'in légs.

“Mary Bluo, aged weven, 018 Roo\
streot, bhurned about legs.

Willoughby Yormilya, aged 30, Flon~
ton rond, nose cit. by flylng. upllntol‘ of
tree, burnea- and shooked, - g

‘Mre, Willoughby Vormilya, ‘aged’ 18
Fonton road, auftortnx from {mrnl and
shock,

Arline Vermilyn) nsed Reven, . F‘one
ton road, hody hurnaod from. hips do“ n;'

Mrs, Willlam ‘Tiaver, aged 56, 1003
Putrick mstreet, shooked ang burmm.

Daisy Traver, aged 18, 100%' l’wrlok
gtreot, shooked and, hurned..



Fs
|

‘are blind ond their eyesight ma
Jurd, sufforing

r

Thirteen persons ure suffering today
from injuries caused by lighining
whioh' struck a tree undor which they
were gathored for s pionie ai Thread
Iako park yesterday noon, Only tour’

persons oiit of the pn¢ires y -whit
was in the nature of alfamily reunion
Two of, the victims
y nevor’

eroaped Injury, .
o perfoctly restored whils the others
p;gs.tly- trc:m ‘shooks and

)

burpg, ‘ g ik ,
- The fact that thero were not' n,
number of instant doaths ocpuxed hy
tho bolt is attéibuted to. the large
auimbor of persons in tho, viainity of
tho trow. It ia sald the presonae of so

‘many helpnd (o divide the shock whije

Had-thoré haon only two or Lhieo preo-
sont fata)ities* would ~haveé Dboen nle
most oortain, ; ;@ ¥

Criés of horror .aroas trom Ol

Crios of Horror, -
ose
who “witnessed the ancident.'Reports
that .any whorse from five to a ‘score
hud Deen. Killed galned ofrculation am
the first to the rescne. found motion-
formn scatltered., in avery direcs

losp

tion. . There wero meveral nhysicians -

in or near (he park and. thess im-
modintely -set to work with the «id
of umateur apsistaniy to resukcitato the
uncongolous, oo S it

The -prompt work, of the réscucrs
undoubtedly helpad to, saye thp Ifves
half- the purty, While' ine: work' o
rescuo w
sturted ou . (
and ambulances, Theo roads wers in
torrible. condition betwoen: thae  end

of the Saginaw. strest ‘payement . af

Pifteenth street and ‘the antrance to

the park.'on Puer avenue’ and the.
volunteers trom. downtown had diffie

ouity’In, hastentng to the:scene, -

‘he group of persons on wlhich the
Hghtning -spont Its: foroe and tossod
them ahbout as if they had boon toys
were a fow nf thoxe In the vicinity
when the. storm broks ¢ut of u clear
sky,” There wore olose 1o 3,000 pare
gons in tho park when rain’began to:
1)}, Thero had been distant rumblings
nﬁ thunder; bt no one suspected that
the storm. would  be.of An electrical
nature in the park, Many sought the
gheltor of the pavilion while hundreds
more stayed -ouf, bpneath the troes and
in automiqblles, . Membiers of' . ths Hl-
fated party raised umbrellas and stood
or sat on the ground beneath the tree.
Within & few :moments after ‘tho rat
hevay ‘drops. nf rain doscended there
came . a blinding fasgh. and & roar 'of
thundet, A Big ball of Ars ran dq{m
the oak ftreo Ahove 'tlie people, split-
g off big: splinters, The members.of
the party stiffened out and .toppled
over, 4 ; v | TY

“Automobiies . provided by peopls at

o4 boing effected mossangers:
t to-'télephone for. dooiors Mes. :
“Might; While th

'the ‘park’’and the  police: ambulange
were uséd. o transfer the injured to

‘this clty.: All but, Willam Traver re-

vived mo rapidly'. that it was mot
thought necesary to take them to ths

‘hospital.

E j-.It.._'\'vu'*no!.' ntil thll*ihorhliék 'ihst

U

{t

way, learned that, Bar) Brandsr ‘and
Mes.  Harmoh .

B;rp.,- hud Jost' . their
_ thefriiblinanesy is". conw
sidered only't;emp_éw)'. o pryalejans
sy that there i8-a -possibility that
tmlr:in?cht Wil be ‘permanently, af-
twoted requiring the use of glpssen in
thé tuture. Mry, Mary J. Blug's serl

(Continued on Page Twd): !



LIGHTNING BOLT HITS
~ TREE ANR INJURES 13

AN THREED LAKE PARK

(Continusad from Page One)’

Mo a Jourpal Roporter who visited
(the home of sovoral of the Injured

‘pus condltion i3 attributed to her ad. this morning, the survivors told . of

vanced years and the fact that ahe

tholr great thankfulness to those at
the parikk vho hurried to their res-

\wnd l'lOt “tl.nllg ph)'slcﬁll!h St\“ Bumﬂl" oune and plobnbly saved tho “voa of
od such excruclating pains all nlght govern)., Harmon Blue sald: '“There
that It wng necessary to have attond- {s one motoreycle rider in thls town

ants at hor bed constantly.
Travor Is Sulfering.

lsvhom I would llke to thank for his
I part in the roscue work. T do not
know who hoe is but I. am told he rodo

Willlam ‘I'raver in the hospital j8|from the park In the rafh and mud to
nlgo experiencing tho severa paing. |thls olty to got more help. Wo want

Mis army and hands are seriously

to thank all for the ' courage-

aftented, Many of the others are algo |2US manner In which they acted in our

In pain this morning and probably.

trouble.” Mrs, Manrry Brander algo
spoko of promptness and kindness

wlill bo for a number of days. Nearly | ghown by the vescuers. ;

evary once of tho vietims scoms to be The storles told hy some of the
alfoctad tn the lownr llmbs and they |victims this morning are very intor-
aro unable to walk withoyt limping |enting. Some of the experiences of

painfully.

Willoughby Vermilya .of Tenton
road: “It peemed to. mo ag If my
whole body way on fire, I was struck
aorosg the nose by n long heavy plece
of wond splinternd from the tree and
knooked down; then ail became a
blank, Nover wlil I forget the ‘aw-
ful feellng of fire In my Hody. I hopo
I\novm' will have to expsrience an-
other horror guoh ea that.”

ythe_survivors follow:

Bhio Realized Yt Al,

Mrs. Harry FRrandar, 700 Prospeot
stroot: "I guens.I waus about, the
.only one struok ‘who reallzed just
what had happoned, " I saw the big
ball of fire como dowt, Then I saw
tho pooplo 'stunding wnll about me
bogin to atiffon out and fall back-
ward, T'hat was the strange thing
about it. .Tvoryone sbémed to Dde-
vome parfectly rigld and' keel over
baokward instoad of. forwerd. My
hughand and [ waore threwn over
beckwards gg the sent which we oo-
oupled wis bhlown out from under us.
T eamo to my sensok 'and found Mrs,
Vormlilya had fallan brokward aornss
my lap, T thought she was dead. at
first, Suddonly she bogan to 'regain
vonmolousness, Sho then bhacame hys-
| torfonl nnd  soresmod terribly, We
could not slop hev. The sdéunds she
'mado wera torrible, I &shall never
forgot the horror of It pll, My husy-
band I ‘feund stretched out boside
‘mo on the ground, My first thought
was (lint ho was gone huf 1 was ovor-



joyed 'm-a moment or

showlng slgns of life.”

two to ses him;|

‘Freaks of  Lightning, 5
‘The freuks of the lightning were

"Harry Bradder: Y. cannol” fﬁm‘!h‘!;hum:oroua. Litle Mary Blue and !Alins

ber anything that happened just 'b

6~ Vaerml|lya, each seven years old, atood

tore the accldent 'except that I ra/ped nholding tightly to the haudle |if an

“n ambrella when- the ralh bejan.

The next | knew. I.was lving onth
ground, . Othorg ‘around me trothe
ut the mouth,

‘membér saying a single thing)

__Eail Brander: “They. tell ‘me jthat
I telked and told themi iy addross
and tried to gt out of the sutdmo-
‘Bils when they brought me home, hut
‘X can remembear nothing after 1. waps
, until’ " T
‘wok» UF wlien the automoblle ttop-

ortn of the house here. TThey

"sitting’ beneath: the . (ree.

ined in

say the lightning peeled thé bs_rj! oft
from the root on whioch 1 sat. ' '
Harmon~ Blye: “I felt & flagh of
heat ncross the right side of my! face
and that s all I racollect until ]i be-
came oonsclons again, £ saw Tiaver

lyIng oh the ground with froth jrem-

irg from h?s 1lips, Bomeone wejit to
pick him up an®.I yelled, “For (jod's
sake let him nlone—hd's dead-r~and
help some of tha othera. My face was
byrned by ths lghtning and. I' pro-
sume that s when I felt the heat.,”

- 'The eleotricity hit the

iith, I could talk all night
they tell me and. I gave directibing ton
‘the rescueys though 1 ceannot , re-

uymbrella "which was hotwean 'them,
metal’ tip
above the covering, split the handle In
two and pasped through thoe girl’s bad-
les out into the ground. ,
There wag not a comb left in the
halr of «ny of the women, What be-
came of them after the lightning drow:
them out of thelr halr i u mystory.
The group of persons’ had baen
sonttered over o gpade of about 16
feel square and while the lightning
threw them over - baokwards it

‘geexned to draw them cloger together,

according to. Willaughby Vermliya. ~

Dar] Bradner has the figure of a
tree starped indellibly upon his
hroast by the lightning.

The only four of the party who es-

reapoed thoe shock were Ruth and Zora

Vermilya, dwughters of Willoughby
Vermllya, Dorothy Blus and  Bruce
Brander. The threo girls, all of
whom were smaull, had crawled De-
neath a table which had been arrang-
ed far uso by the picnip party. Bran-
der had hean leaning rajgatnst the
tree whoh was struck a few seconds
betore the orash, '"Come on folks, I'm
going to the pavilion,” he called out
and ho turned just In time to see his
alatives etruck by the bolt, Fle was
out of range and was not even shock-
od hy the eleotiicity,
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