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Texas Tracers Head to SLC

Come join the Texas Tracers when we return to Salt Lake City in April 2015. This will be the 17th
year since we began our yearly sojourns to the world's largest genealogy repository, the Family
History Library. Located in the heart of Salt Lake City beside the Mormon Tabernacle, Visitors
Centers, Church History Museum, Conference Center and the Joseph Smith Memorial Building, the
Family History Library is near and dear to all genealogists.

This year our group will be limited to 35 researchers as we enjoy seven days and nine nights in our
favorite city. The air is invigorating, the people are friendly and gracious, and the accommodations
are top-notch. Our hotel, the Salt Lake Plaza, backs up to the Family History Library and we simply
go out the back door and around the front of the Library building to the main entrance where we
stand in line until the library opens at 8:30 am. Yes, we stand in line--image that.

People who are not genealogists ask about our trips to Salt Lake and pose questions such as, "What
do you do while you are there?"

We reply, "We research our ancestral records in the Family History Library."

"All day?"

"Yes, except for a few occasional breaks for lunch or just a stroll outside to clear our minds."

"Well, what else do you do? Surely you don't spend all that time in the library."

"Yes we do. You can't imagine how wonderful it is to find records created by your ancestors!"

At this point, the questioners look at us rather skeptically and quickly find a reason to move on,
knowing in their hearts we must be slightly tipped off center. But really we aren't, we just love re-
searching and truly enjoy the company of our fellow researchers.

The Family History Library is closed on Sundays and this is when we attend the televised morning
devotional session in the Tabernacle called “Music and the Spoken Word.” It lasts only an hour and
features the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra at Temple Square. Since we have become
regulars and prior to the televised taping, we are recognized as special guests in the audience as be-
ing the Texas Tracers who for years have been coming to SLC to research our family history.



Wearing our red T-shirts with our famous Texas Tracer logo, we are Texas friendly and are al-
ways greeted with applause.

While in SLC we take a side trip usually on Sunday afternoon to various sites of interest in or
near the city. This year we will be returning to Antelope Island located in the Great Salt Lake.
Since we will be there in the spring, we will see many buffalo calves and antelope off-spring on
the island. As a national park, the headquarters features an excellent film on the island’s history
as well as interesting items such as buffalo burgers.

Eating establishments in SLC are really fine and within walking distance of our hotel. We enjoy
dining in The Garden and The Roof on the 10th floor of the Joseph Smith Memorial Building
with its open roof and a spectacular view of Temple Square. Other locales we enjoy include
Buca di Beppo, the Blue Iguana and of course the Cheesecake Factory. Our hotel offers a favor-
ite small café called J.B.’s where our morning people meet for an early breakfast and the others
come in after the FHL closes for a late evening meal. There is always a Tracer or two in J.B.s,
so we never have to eat alone.

Our various colors of Texas Tracer T-shirts in addition to our signature red is the dress of the
day the entire time we are in SLC. We are not slaves to fashion and our informal wear with
comfortable tennis shoes completes our attire. Needless to say, packing is simple and we always
leave room for paper copies in our suitcases. When these become too numerous, some of our
people have mailed their clothes home and instead packed their suitcases with copies of treas-
ured ancestral documents located while in the FHL.

The Texas Tracers are a friendly, congenial, and helpful group of researchers. If you are inter-
ested in joining us, look for the Texas Tracer information in this issue of Crossroads of South
Texas or online at http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~txvicto2/vcgs.html.

Happy Researching,

Martha Everman Jones, Ph.D.


