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The Dogs of War Unleashed:
The Devil Concealed in Men Unchained

JoE BAULCH*

To those who perseverein its verdant recesses, the Texas Hil]
Country offers retreat and tranquillity. Away from commotion,
congestion, and din, west of Austin, north and west of San Antonio,
occupying the southeastern comer of the Edwards Plateay, it isa land
of pecan and cypress-lined rivulets and streams, rugged breaks and
canyons, and high rocky divides, the latter shaded by sumac, wild
cherry, walnut, juniper, and Oak. Its primary industry is ranching; its
essential is solitude, but rapidly it is changing, becoming the
recreational and retirement destination of countless native and want-to-
be Texans. While till quiet and salutary for the moment, this pleasant
place not always has been so inviting, so peaceful. In the 1860s, the
"dogs of war" unleashed here a sanguinary paroxysm of terror and
death, a calamity that fostered for decades thereafter bitterness and
distrust.

The vicinity just north of San Antonio in the 1860s was the
cutting edge of the frontier. |ts developers were the usual frontier sort,
fiercely independent and infrequently anti-social. A few were avid
secessionists; but most were indifferent to such concerns, neither
abolitionist nor secessionist. Into their midst, hundreds of immigrant
Germans had settled, mostly dislocated victims of the industrial
revolution; yet, some were political dissidents, forsaking reactionary
home-landsfor the privileges of free speech and action. In additionto
the normal ethnic suspicions that German dress, language and culture
evoked, some of the politica refugees were critical of davery,
provoking in many Texans an angst far out of proportion to its
inducement. German abolitionist numbers actually were very small,
but they had come to Texas at a bad time; unwittingly they fueled rising
Know-Nothing passions.

The Hill Country troubles began in the confusing election
year, 1860. Know-Nothing inspired xenophobia had driven most Texas
Germans into the Democratic Party. The Democrats represented to
them Jacksonian nationalism, a Union predilection as opposed to states
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rights. But when the Democrats divided in the presidential election, the
German dominated counties supported strongly the candidacy of
unionist John Bell. Nevertheless, when Lincoln was elected and
Governor Houston issued a call for the legislature to address
secessionist demands, the Hill Country, curiously, manifested an
ambivalence, and on New Year's Day, 1861, certain citizens in
Fredericksburg by resolution approved the Governor's action and
authorized secession and civil war as a last resort to preserve state
rights."  Apparently, there was a state rights faction in the
Fredericksburg region, and it moved to gain political control. This
clique, however, failed. When secession was submitted for popular
referendum, the Hill Country returned substantial margins against the
ordinance, voting in some communities as much as 20 to 1 against
secession. Of greater concernthan states rightsto the Hill Country was
army protection, especially at atime when Indian raids wereincreasing;
secession meant theloss of such safeguard.?

When Texas formally entered the Confederacy and federal
troops were withdrawn, few of the Hill Country men left to join either
Confederate or Union forces. Most opted simply to "'sit out” the war or
to participate only in frontier defense units. But soon, Confederate
sympathizers in the Blanco, Gillespie, and Kerr counties region began
to badger the mgjority, challenging motives and patriotism. When, for
example, John S. Sansom of Curry's Creek volunteered to enroll
frontier troops in Blanco County, he was mocked by his secessionist
neighbors who complained to the Governor that Sansom was not loyal;
in public he reported to have said that he would "be God-damned if he
would fight against the Federal Government,...;" he, moreover, satirized
al local secessionists as old fools because they would "fight for the
Southern Men's negroes."* The objection to Sansom did thwart his plan
for frontier defense, but the authorities knew that Sansom'’s statement
did summarizemajority opinion in the area; the Civil War was just not
the Hill Country'sfight. The protest to Sansom also revealed agrowing
paranoia among the secessionists. Nevertheless, if Hill Country
enthusiasm for the Confederacy was suspect or if there were more like
Sansom, the Texas government had no time to examine individual
motives. Unless there was specific opposition expressed, any help
proffered was accepted. Without question, Jacob Kuechler of
Fredericksburg, when he volunteered, was authorized to enlist a
company of mounted rangersfor frontier defense.

The formation of Kuechler's compariy in February, 1862,
aggravated anew Hill Country Confederates. Kuechler was a political
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faction leader in opposition to Confederate sympathizers. He incensed
Fredericksburg state rights adherents by enlisting into his unit only pro-
Union men from the Sisterdale-Comfort areas. When efforts failed to
get him to open enlistment to men from the Baron's Creek region,
where cooperation with the Confederacy was more evident,
complainantsto the Governor denounced Kuechler for disloyalty, for
enlisting only those men susceptible to conscription just to keep them
out of the Army, to remain out of harm's way until the U. S. Army
returned to Texas, whereupon Keuchler and his men intended, it was
said, to lay down their arms. The Governor upon hearing this charge
quickly disbanded the command.* Keuchler left Texas posthaste.

The Kuechler faux pas, however, was an isolated incident. At
the same time, a regiment of Texas State Troops was enlisted at Fort
Martin Scott near Fredericksburg; Colonel J. M. Norris enrolled two
hundred men, including many Germans, placing in command of Ranger
Companies, among others, Engelbert Krauskopf, Charles Nimitz, and
William Wahrmund, all leading Fredericksburg men. Henry T. Davis
also at this time established on White Oak Creek, north of Kerrville,
what cameto be known as Camp Davis.' Still, the authoritiessuspected
that many of Norris command had volunteered simply to escape
Confederate conscription; included were both Union and Confederate
sympathizers. By March, 1862, only fifty-four men from Gillespie
County had joined the regular Confederate Army.

From the outbreak of the Civil War, Hill Country men were
incautious, openly critical of the Confederacy and non-supportive of
wartime measures. Leading criticsincluded Philip Braubach, Gillespie
County sheriff, William Doebbler and J. R. Ratcliff, Fredericksburg
merchants, and August Siemering, the local common school teacher.
Others, particularly on the edges of settlement, along the upper reaches
of the Guadalupe and Pedernales rivers, were neither circumspect nor
interestedin Confederate affairs. Leadership at first tried to reason with
theincautious, warning Braubach, Doebbler, Ratcliff, and Siemering to
stop public, pro-Union talk. Siemering quickly recognized the danger
of free speech and to allay suspicionsentered Confederate service. But,
from the perspective of Henry E. McCulloch, the military commander
for South Texas, the warnings were insufficient; he noted that regular
army conscription with but few exceptions had failed in the Hill
Country and that there also Confederate money was depreciated.
Increasingly xenophobic, McCulloch apparently believed Texas
Germans were the cause of Confederate disappointments in the Hill
Country and warned authorities that Unionist activity in the region
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northwest of Austin was serious; he recommended martial law. As

proof of the danger, he had translated for higher authorities a bulletin
found posted in San Antonio.

German brothers, are your eyes not opened yet?
After the rich took every picayune away from you,
and the paper is worth only one-haf of what you so
hard earned, now that you have nothing left, now that
they go about and sell you, or through [sic] you out
of employment for Dunhauer, Maverick, Mitchell,
and Menger to thelast bone. We are awaysready. If
the ignorant company of Newton fights you, do as
you please. You will aways stay the God damn
Dutchman. Do away with that nuisance, and inform
everybody the revolution is broke out.

It isa shame Texas has such a brand. Hang them by
their feet and bum them from below.

On April 28, 1862, McCulloch was succeeded as military
commandant for South Texas by General Hamilton Bee. Bee
apparently decided that McCulloch had correctly assessed the situation
and immediately declared martia law, posting to Gillespie and Kerr
counties a detachment of Partisan Rangers; Captain James Duff wasin
command, given authority to do whatever was necessary to end
resistance. The martial law order, among several provisions, required
all males over sixteen to register with regiona provost marshals and
take an oath of allegiance, and it declared depreciation or refusal to
accept Confederate money a hostile act. Captain Duff ordered all men
in the Hill Country to report to him within six days and take the
required oath, but in the rugged territory north of Kerrville, many
neither heard of Duff nor his instructions and in any event were
disinclined to make an arduous trip to comply; accordingly, when
approached by Duffs men, they received rough treatment.

In Fredericksburg, finding littleto document Unionist activity,
Duff bullied leading citizens, forcing them to give affidavits against
suspected Unionists. The latter he then arrested and sent for trial to San
Antonio. Duff next sent detachments into Medina and Blanco counties
and the newly formed Kendall County where more arrests were made.
Finding no real threat to the Confederacy, his command then returned
to San Antonio, having accomplished little more than to antagonize a
few harmless frontiersmen.'

There followed trial by Confederate Military Commission in
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Sari Antonio of the men arrested by Duff. From Fredericksburg, Philip
Braubach, F. W. Doebbler, and J. R. Ratcliff were charged with
disloyaty and sedition. Braubach also was accused of aiding Jacob
Kuechler's men avoid conscription, and Doebbler was denounced for
writing a seditious article for an abolitionist newspaper, the New Y ork
Democrat. Friednch Lochte, a merchant, was indicted for refusal to
accept Confederate money. All were found guilty; Lochte received a
short sentence, Ratcliff was deported, and the others were sentenced to
imprisonment for the duration of the war and then banishment from the
Confederacy. Ernest Degener of Sisterdale was accused of hostility
toward the Confederacy, sedition, and communication with enemies of
the government. Evidence was so lacking that he was required only to
post a bond guaranteeing good conduct. Julius Schlickum, a Boerne
merchant, was convicted of disloyalty and sedition and was sentenced
to be imprisoned for the duration of the War. In August, 1862,
Braubach, Doebbler, and Schlickum escaped prison and returned to
hide out in the Hill Country.®

The Duff campaign caused Hill Country citizens to distrust
state troops. Accordingly, arealeaders petitioned the Adjutant General
to remove al partisan rangers fiom the frontier for service elsewhere;
they promised in return that the frontier county men, if exempted from
service under the military laws, would assume responsibility as
minuteman for protection of the region from Indians.® Apparently they
believed the authorities would readily accept their proposal; did not the
Confederacy need al of itstroops?

Injudiciously, without waiting for authorization, eighteen to
twenty men set about promoting a defense association, extralegal in the
frontier tradition but without calling attention to themselves (an
immediate outcome of the Duff affair was an evolving prudence). They
founded the Union Loyal League, recruiting quietly known Unionists,
pledging not to bear arms against the United States. Then, when
sufficient interest had been induced, they called a mass organizational
meeting. On July 4, 1862, between four and five hundred men gathered
on Bear Creek, midway between Comfort, Fredericksburg, and
Kerrville and away fiom the authorities. The "object and purpose” of
the aliance "was not to create or encourage strife between Union and
Confederate sympathizers, but to take such action as might peaceably
prevent its members and their families from being disturbed and
compelled to bear arms against the Union, and to protect their families
against hostile Indians."'°
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A magor was to command the Union Loyal League, and
captains were to head each county unit. There were secret signs of
recognition, and al were swom to secrecy. Any member who informed
was to be shot on sight. Fritz Tegener of western Kerr County was
elected mgjor."

Within a very short time, knowledge of the Union Loyal
League was common. It was rumored that Basil Stewart, a Scottish
emigrant ranch hand who had been at the Bear Creek convocation,
informed authorities of the League's existence; lots were drawn; an
executioner selected, and Stewart was ambushed and slain. Stewart's
employer, stockman Henry Atill, thereupon spent considerable time
and money to find the assassin, offering large rewards in area
newspapers. He was unsuccessful, but General Bee was provoked,
declaring the counties of Gillespie, Kendall, and Kerr in open rebellion;
he ordered Duff back to the Hill Country "to take such prompt and
vigorous measures as in his judgment were necessary."'?

In July, Duff established a command post at Camp Davis, near
the Pedemales River and north of Kerrville. An informer was sent to
spy in Kerrville, and troops were ordered to arrest anyone suspected of
disloyalty, anyone failing within three days to swear allegiance at Camp
Davis to the Confederacy. Duff was advised that as many as 1,500
"bushwhackers" roamed the hills, terrorizing Southern loyalists.
Bushwhacker was a term used to describe those "who beat the bushes®
to avoid conscription. After consulting various informers, Duffs
patrols swept the sparsely settled Johnson Creek-Pedernales River
divide north of Kerrville and arrested Gus Tegener, Allen and Hiram
Nelson, Seabird and Howard Henderson, Frank Scott and their families.
Their crimewasfailureto comein and pledge loyalty within threedays.
After arough interrogation at Camp Davis, the men were ordered held
at Fort Mason; the women and children were sent to a stockade at Fort
Martin Scott.

En route to Fort Mason, soldiers and their prisoners camped
overnight on Spring Branch, a tributary of the Pedernales River.
During the night, Howard Henderson, a twenty year-old, observed that
the guard was asleep. Quietly, placing his hand over the mouth of the
Person sleeping next to him, he aroused Allen Nelson, and the two
young men sneaked away and set out for Mexico. The morning after,
the guard unit, unable to find the escapees, decided not to take the other
four men on to Fort Mason. They hanged the four on the spot; then,
they cut down the bodies, stripped them, and threw them into Spring



132 ‘WEST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

Branch. The women and children at Fredericksburg also suffered, some
with measles, al with heat in a suffocating, one-room, windowless hut.
When taunted by Duffs returning prisoner detail about the lynching,
the women pled with Duff until he released them; taking a pick and
shovel, oxen, and a wagon, the women found their men floating in
Spring Creek unrecognizable, black and swollen. Selecting a burial
site, they worked in shifts, digging a grave; then wading into the water
up to their armpits, they rolled the bodies onto the bank in sheets and
buried them. Frank Scott was identified; as ayouth he accidentally had
shot off hisbig toe."

Meanwhile, the partisan troops despoiled the region. Farm
houses were ransacked, movable property stolen, families imprisoned,
and houses burned. 1n ascene described by one of Duffstroopers, firt,
the wife and children of a suspected Unionist were taken prisoner, then
the crops were "trampled and destroyed," the bee-hives in front of the
cabin overturned, the living room furniture wrecked, and the loom in
the kitchen smashed. After burning to the ground the home of Brandon
Turknette near Johnson Creek, Hanna Turknette was reported to have
told Duff that he must have little to do to have deprived her and her
children of their only shelter against the weather. Duff responded that
he was leaving to her the spring, whereupon she yelled defiantly, "If
you had known how to destroy it, you would have done that too.""
Inquisition by Duff often was savage. To abtain information, his
soldiers infrequently resorted to bullwhips; other times they would
hang a person by the neck and then release their victim just before
strangulation, repeating the process until either the examination had
been completed or the would-be respondent was dead. Duff is credited
with killing between twenty and fifty men during his second foray into
the Hill Country."

Appalled by the viciousness of the Partisan Rangers, the Union
Loyal League disbanded. Their stated purpose had been "not to create
or encourage strife between Union and Confederate sympathizers,” and
it was hoped by disbhanding they would alay Confederate fears of
rebellion. Major Tegener advised all Unioniststhat Governor Lubbock
had ordered all persons who would not take an oath of allegiance to the
Confederacy to leave Texas within thirty days. It should be noted here
that there is doubt that Governor Lubbock ever issued such an order.
Nevertheless, Tegener announced that all unwilling to serve the
Confederacy would rendezvous August 1 on Turtle Creek, southwest of
Kerrville, from whence they would proceed to the border. At the
scheduled time and place, sixty-two men left the Hill Country under
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Tegener's direction, moving slowly westward toward the Rio Grande,
taking few precautions since they were within the thirty day time period
assumed given by the Governor. They were joined enroute by seven
others, including Howard Henderson and Allen Nelson. Informed by
his Kerr County spy of the Tegener party's departure, James Duff
ordered troops to pursue. On the morning of August 10, on the upper
reaches of the West Nueces River, Confederatesunder Lieutenant C. D.
McRae surprised the Tegener party, initiating an uneven hour-long
battle.  Outnumbered substantially and with inferior firearms,
approximately thirty of Tegener's men were killed in the fighting, and
twenty were wounded, captured, and then executed on the spot with a
bullet in the back of the head. McRae's men later denied an execution
took place; the head wounds resulted from remarkable accuracy during
the battle. The bodies were left on the field of battle. Seventeen
escaped; of these, a few, like the redoubtable Howard Henderson,
eventually reached Union linesand served honorably intheU. S. Army;
others fled back to the Hill Country where they either served as
teamsters or evaded pursuers throughout the duration of the war.
According to divers sources, others of the escapees were killed crossing
theRio Grande; afew were captured and executed at Camp Davis. One
was taken by Duff, tried by military court in San Antonio, and hung.'®

In the wake of the Nueces River fight, Hill Country resistance
to the Confederacy collapsed. Most of the young men entered service
as teamsters; a few joined the frontier regiment. Duffs command was
withdrawn in late fall and reassigned to the lower Rio Grande frontier.

Hill Country security was left to trusted "Minutemen,"
irregulars under the command a Camp Davis of Maor James M.
Hunter. From Fredericksburg, Hunter proved to be an excellent choice
as commandant. He was trusted by the German element, and his
Icnowledge of the land and ability to lead frontiersmen unguestioned;
coincidentally, Indian raiding increased across the Hill Country. The
young men were satisfied now that they were protecting their families
and not making war on the Union. With the Confederate sympathizers
they made a curious but effective frontier regiment, scattered from the
Leona River to the San Saba. Hunter managed to keep his men on task,
searching for marauding Indians, occasionaly finding a " bushwhacker"
dodging conscription."*

Throughout the long winter months of 1862 and 1863, the Hill
Country pioneers quietly grieved, rebuilt their cabins, and struggled to
obtain the basic necessities for life. Alpne much of the time, those not
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in service existed in a companionless quiet that modem nan long since
has banished and at night in a darkness that sharpened the senses while
distorting judgment. They must have thought often about the lynching
a Spring Branch, the burning cabins and fields, the silent bones
bleaching on the Nueces.

When the Confederacy in 1863 began to suffer acute
manpower shortages, military authorities in Texas then sought to
enforce conscription laws, to do something about those who refused to
servein any capacity either the State of Texas or the Confederacy. But
they precipitated in the Hill Country another crisis of conscience by
insisting that the young men of the frontier regiment enlist as regular
soldiers in Confederate service. Unwilling till to fight the Union,
many again ran away to hide out in the brush country; others made their
way to Mexico and eventually to Union service. The remainingfrontier
troops turned from Indian pursuit to searching for deserters.

First among the "bushwhackers" to be singled out for arrest
was MosesMoran Snow, who in 1863 lived in northern Blanco County.
An informer disclosed that Snow led a gang of deserters who
headquartered in a cave near North Grape Creek. Ordered by Major
Hunter to arrest Snow, Captain Cristian Dorbandt and a squad of men
from Burmet County surprised Snow in late 1863, arriving at his cabin
under the cover of darkness, finding him with a deserter from Camp
Verde, M. R. Lundy. When Dorbandt read the charges, Snow became
defiant, sprang behind his wife, and began firing. Both Snow and
Lundy instantly were killed. Then, a day or two later, when a near
neighbor came to help Mrs. Snow pack up and move, someone from
behind shot dead the neighbor, Mike Burcher, who was thought to be
the snitch; his assailant was rumored to be William F. Snow, another
deserter and arelative of thelain Moses Moran Snow.™

Simultaneously, to the northwest in the Cherry Spring area,
other state troops searched for Karl Itz, a survivor of the West Nueces
River fight who was reported to bein the area. When thetroopers failed
to locate Itz, they took instead from his home his two younger brothers,
Jacob and Heinrich, carried them to Fredericksburg, and there on the
outskirts of town murdered them, possibly to intimidate other would be
slackers. Descendants of the Itz brothers blamed Duff for thisatrocity,
but Texas State Troops from Camp Davis were responsible.'

Soon afterward, informants|ocated more "bushwhackers' near
Williams Creek, bordering Blanco and Gillespie counties. A squad of
Hunters State Troops investigated and found hiding in a thicket near the
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Pedernales River a group of men who, when approached, immediately
began firing. Before firing ceased, troopers Joe Freece and Zack
Whittington were slain as were all the "bushwhackers," who included
William Snow and Xavier Neel.

To the authorities, the Snow, Burcher, and Williams Creek
incidents indicated anarchy; for greater control, Magor Hunter was
given command of the entire southwestern frontier sector and was
succeeded as commandant at Camp Davis by William Banta. Banta
was a Hill Country pioneer who had served either as a militiaman or
state trooper since the beginning of the Civil War, but experience in his
case was not adeguate qualification for command; Banta was excitable
and without the general support of his predecessor. Moreover, he was
easily persuaded by the more militant of his command that a
"bushwhacker" insurrection was at hand, and he subsequently either
tolerated or incited another cycle of atrocities.” " Forting up" at Camp
Davis were several families from the area who brought with them
suspicions about their nonconfederate neighbors. Exacerbating the
situation, a squad of men arrived at Camp Davis from William
Quantrill's command, fresh from Kansas atrocities. Led by Bill Paul,
Quantrill's men were on a horse and cattle buying assignment.?' They
soon made contact with James P. Waltrip, a farmer from northeast
Gillespie County, who, embol dened by the Quantrill men, organized his
friends and the Quantrill men into what became known locally as the
hangerbande.

The loss of Joe Freece and Zack Whittington in the Williams
Creek fight and the failure to capture Karl Itz apparently stimulated in
Waltrip a blood lust for revenge. He and the hangerbande determined
to do something about the deserters in the area, to counter what they
perceived asdidoyalty in the region to the Confederacy.

On February 24, 1864, in Fredericksburg, observers noticed
near sundown fifteen or twenty men about the home of Louis Schuetze,
but before they could react, Schuetze was dragged out of his house and
taken away. He was heard to cry out, "Help, help! Think of my wife
and children!" Schuetze was the town’'s common school teacher and had
been somewhat open in his criticism of the way authorities had
investigated the Snow, Burcher, and Williams Creek incidents. Among
those seizing Schuetze, Waltrip and J. M. Gibson were recognized and
another Waltrip neighbor, William Nelson, was thought to be in the
party. Two days later, three miles northeast of Fredericksburg on the
trail to Palo Alto Creek, the body of Louis Schuetze was found, hanging
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by hemp rope on alive oak tree.?

Meanwhile, Captain Banta at Camp Davis was persuaded that
the area north of Kerrville was in rebellion. Rumors mongers reported
that John Joy, a recent deserter, Philip Brandon Turknette, and Warren
Cass were raiding and burning along the Llano River and that
"jayhawkers" and as many as 1,500 other "bushwhackers" also were in
the region, burning Confederate sympathizers homes and taking cattle.
Banta also learned from an "interrogated" Kerrville tradesman that
Minute-Men in Kendall County were in rebellion, had refused to hunt
deserters, and had pledged to help bum-out all the secessionist men."*
Failing to investigate, taking the rumors at face value, Banta believed
the situation perilous; thiswas no time for irresolution.

North of Camp Davis, near the headwaters of the JamesRiver,
Bill Paul and James Waltrip with a squad of Bandas men found two
young Joy brothers, William and Richard, gathering livestock.
Knowing the Joys were brothers of the recent deserter, John Joy,
Waltrip and Paul terrorized the boys, showing them a noose hanging
from a white oak tree. The brothers, however, after a rough
interrogation, were released without revealing the whereabouts of their
brother because their father was an employee of one_ of the
hangerbande, leaders, Tom Doss. Richard Joy immediately left the
country, and with his brother, John, Lafe McDonald, and Ed Jaynes,
made hisway to Mexico and to eventual serviceintheU. S. Army. The
remaining Joy was thereupon arrested and taken to Camp Davis where
he could be watched.*

Banta's troopers next seized Warren Cass at Cherry Springs. A
long time rival of Tom Doss, Cass and his captors set out for
Fredericksburg, but enroute they were surrounded, as was reported, by
"hundreds of unidentified men" who denounced Cass as a
"bushwhacker" and then lynched him.?*

A night or so later on March 9, the hangerbande relocated to
the South Grape Creek community, afew miles east of Fredericksburg.
On the northernmost of four neighboring farms, Peter Burg, a widower
of four days, was shot in the back and his horse herd taken. Then,
neighbors William Feller, John Blank, and Henry Kirchner were seized
while with their families a dinner. No charges were stated, the men
simply were taken, and the home of Kirchner was searched. The next
day, Clara Feller received word that her husband and his neighbors had
been hung. Others too may have been designated for elimination;
however, two children, Sabine Stalp, fourteen, and Peter Petsch, ten,
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ran throughout the neighborhood and warned the other men to leave
their homes and hide. August Hoffmann, a survivor of the "Nueces
Massacre" and at the time a teamster for the Confederacy, overheard in
Fredericksburg talk about the raid and when he was able rode to warn
his friends. He arrived too late to save Blank, Burg, Feller, and
Kuchner, but he found and cut down the bodies from a tree near present
day Luckenbach I.ane.?®

When the Grape Creek murderswere investigated, motive was
never firmly established. It was believed generally that Blank was
suspicious because he had received a communication from Mexico.
Burg had a horse herd needed by Quantrill. The fact that Kirchner and
Feller lived on adjoining tracts and that all four had been involved in a
land dispute, victims of questionable land speculation involving
Confederate stalwarts, leads to an obvious hypothesis. An informant
later revealed that Kirchner was killed because he was known to have
money. The informant heard this from a disgruntled participant who
complained that Bill Paul was a raider and took all of the money,
refusing to share it, one hundred and ninety dollarsin silver. During the
lynching, William Feller was reported to have looked down from his
execution site and to have said to one of his neighbors, "' get up here and
stand by me and let us go to heaven together.” To this, Bill Paul
responded dryly, "'l will start you up that way a little piece.”*’

Following the Grape Creek Iynching, a patrol just out of Camp
Davisfound John Turknette and his grandfather, Jacob Turknette, north
of Kerrville looking for lost livestock. Separating the pair, troopers
then beat Jacob Turknette to death with bull whips while others
aternately hung and questioned John Turknette in an effort to get
information about his father, Philip Brandon Turknette. The boy died
without revealing the location of his father, who subsequently fled to
Mexico.*

The Grape Creek outrage and the Turknette and Cass killings
apparently were too much for the authorities. Major Hunter
investigated and then took action, arresting for robbery and murder
William Banta and five others. He also attempted to arrest Waltrip but
failed to locate him; the others at Camp Davis scattered. William Paul
and his men left the area, but several of the old hangerbande, while
attempting escape into Mexico, were seized by Mexican authorities at
Piedras Negras.”

Before trial and investigation could take place, however, one
more round of violence ensued. When attorneys for Banta instituted at
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Fredericksburg habeas corpus proceedings and attempted to move the
trial to Burnet, amob of fifty or more men concluded that Confederate
authorities would not punish the hangerbande; the mob drove off the
Fredericksburg jail guard and attempted to kill the prisoners. In the
fighting at the jail, one of the prisoners waskilled and four others were
wounded, two critically, before the mob was driven away. For safety,
the two other prisonerswere moved to Burnet.’® None were ever tried.

Associated with the Hill Country horrors, there was yet one
more 1864 death. Another effort to arrest Waltrip failed again to locate
him, but at the farm of his neighbor and accomplice, John Cadwell,
another member of the hangerbande, Munroe Nixon, was discovered,
shot, and killed. Exasperated, state authorities replaced James Hunter
with Brigadier General J. D. McAdoo. McAdoo suspended civil law,
mustered out the militia, and after assessing the situation carefully
advised the state to leave alone the men of the southwest frontier; their
Indian threat wasreal; they were needed at home for defense. He noted
that more than twenty men had been killed, that bands of deserters
roamed the areaat will while moving toward Mexico, that the terrorism
associated with the hangerbande no longer was a problem, but
prejudices and enmities were so intense as a consequence that the area
was not likely to be of any help to the Confederate cause.”! McAdoo's
good advice was followed, and the region slowly returnedto its prewar
conditions.

In 1865, Gillespie County indicted suspected members of the
hangerbande; few were brought to trial. William Paul, Zachariah
McDonald, and in a related crime, Jonas Harrison were sent to prison
for murder and served various sentences. In 1867, for reasons still
unclear, James Waltrip appeared suddenly in Fredericksburg,
apparently thinking that he would not be recognized or that because
now the war was over, adl was forgiven; he was mistaken.
Fredericksburgers quickly gathered and attacked, driving him to the
barn behind the Nimitz Hotel where he was shot and killed. His last
words provide afitting epitaph for the time that the Devil concealed in
men went unchained. As bullets were fired in to him, he moaned, "Oh
God, please don't shoot any more!"*?
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