
GENERAL ROBERT E. LEE’S DISPATCH
Deo Vindice

COMMANDERS REPORT
                                 J. Barry Turnage

Gentlemen,

Happy New Year!
 
I Hope you all had a great Christmas and enjoyed the New Year fes-
tivities. I survived the whole end of the year ruckus and am grateful 
for the lackluster that one desires as one ages. The only real excite-
ment was a huge raccoon that frightened by the fireworks tore a hole 
in the wood fence to get away rather 
than just climb over as he could easily 
have done.
 
I know that I speak for all of the offi-
cers when I thank the camp’s members 
for having faith in us and our ability to 
lead this camp for another year. I can 
promise you that we will do our very 
best in all that we do and will lead this 
camp by example. Yes, I do have expec-
tations; but will never expect you to do 
any more or less than what we would do 
and want us all to be proud to be members of the R.E. Lee camp. This 
is not just my camp it is your camp too, it is all of ours and it takes all 
of us to make the camp something to be proud of; a camp that our 
ancestor’s would be pleased to call us their sons.
 
I will keep this fairly short this month as there hasn’t been much go-
ing on since last months report. I would however like to announce the 
compatriots who will be filling the camp’s staff positions. As you may 
know these positions are appointed rather than elected. Your newly 
elected camp officers met just before Christmas and after much dis-
cussion the following compatriots were nominated and selected.

Chaplin~Leighton Nunn
Historian~Kenneth Helton
Dispatch Editor~Dustin Nabors
Color Sgt~Ben Hatch
Auditor~Beau Purdom
Sgt-at-Arms~Jesse Holder
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COMMANDERS REPORT CONTINUED:
I congratulate all of these men and am happy to 
have them on our staff and welcome the opportu-
nity to work with them toward our common goal.
 
Our Lee-Jackson Banquet is this Friday night and I 
am looking forward to seeing those of you who will 
be in attendance for a full evening of enjoyment. 
For those of you who for whatever reason aren’t 
attending be sure to be ready for the Fort Worth 
Stock Show Parade the following day Saturday 19th. 
Those of you interested in getting up early; some 
of us will be meeting for breakfast at 7:00am at the 
Ol’ South Pancake House so come on over and 
start your day with us then drive over to the 
County Courthouse muster area no later than the 
10:00am line up.  Remember that uniforms are 
NOT necessary to march with us and that your 
presence is what is important.
We have a full schedule this weekend and as a re-
minder to everyone the Lee-Jackson Banquet is 

taking the place of our January meeting therefore 
there will NOT be a regular meeting this month; 
but will get going again in February back on the 
regular 3rd Monday schedule.

Your in the Cause,
Barry Turnage

Commander

ON SECOND THOUGHT: LT. COMMANDERS REPORT
Beau D. Purdom

Compatriots,

I hope that everyone 
had a great Christmas 
and New Year’s holi-
day. It was great see-
ing all of you at our 
1st RE Lee Christmas 
party and December 
meeting. I thought 
that it went very well, 
and we had a great 

turn out. I thought it was much better having our 
meeting for December with our own camp and our 
own compatriots. Nothing against Middleton Tate, 
but its always better to have Christmas at home 
than at a friends house.

I have taken a break from sending in a report for 
the newsletter these past few months because I 
needed some time to look at where we have been 

as a organization, where we are, and where we are 
going. I have realized that I ,personally, have made 
a grave error. Many of you remember our Compa-
triot Paul Martin. During what we camp officers 
call the “time of unpleasantness” we as your camp 
officers investigated, and before the executive 
committee, held court and delivered a verdict of 
suspension on Compatriot Martin. I believe that 
we found fault in him for “Conduct unbecoming a 
member of the SCV “, and he was to be suspended 
90 days from camp functions and was to issue an 
apology for an email that he sent to select members 
of the camp, the Texas Division, the UDC, and 
others. At the time, I thought that Paul got off 
light. As a matter of fact, I was the only member of 
the EC to vote against his 90 day suspension. Not 
because it was too harsh, but because it wasn’t, in 
my view, harsh enough. Because Paul would not 
follow the suspension it led to the National SCV 
body becoming involved, and Paul would be re-
moved from the entire SCV, both here 
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LT. COMMANDERS REPORT CONTINUED:
in Texas, and also Nationally. I felt that justice had 
been done, and that we as a group were better for 
Paul being gone.

I was wrong. I was wrong on so many levels that I 
could write about it for the next year and not run 
out of material. I will spare you all any of that, and 
will be content to keep it to this issue only. Now 
what was I wrong about, well , for one Paul. At the 
time, I failed to understand that he in his offending 
email, was not trying to call anyone out or to insult 
anyone. Paul was trying to call us to action. To 
wake us up from the deep sleep that we as a camp, 
and as an organization as a whole have fallen into. 
If it made us mad, if what he wrote upset us so 
much, it was because we realized our fault in what 
he wrote and were ashamed of ourselves. Because 
we were ashamed we became angry, and wanted to 
push away what had stung us so deeply. There were 
3 issues that Paul Martin wrote about that stand 
out to me, and that once angered me, but now I 
feel were 110% right. Those issues were our work 
on graves and cemetery projects, the way that we as 
members treat our duty to the charge, and the in-
volvement of our families in our activities.

The work that we do for our fallen heroes and their 
final resting places are vital to the charge that we 
carry out as SCV members. It is one of the core 
activities that we as descendants are required to 
preform for our family that fought and died for us 
and our rights as Southerners. It is NOT the only 
thing that we should be doing. I think that was 
Paul’s main point in his email that led to his being 
removed from the SCV. I think that sometimes we 
as SCV members become like a cat chasing a laser 
pointer. We become so transfixed on chasing the 
target, that we lose sight of the cause. Lets not for-
get why we are erecting monuments, why we re-
place headstones and why we place markers. Its to 
honor and convey the glory and history of our an-
cestors. It is to his glory and sacrifice that we exist 
as a organization, not the other way around. The 
grave work should be done, but it shouldn’t be the 
only thing that’s done. Paul also went on to ask “if 
it was because its safe to go out to cemeteries” that 
some of us go? Because most are remote, and hid-
den and no one will see us there? Those were fair 

questions that were asked by Paul, and at the time 
really infuriated me. Now though, I think these are 
fair questions to ask. Why is it that the Graves 
Committee is the only active committee? Why 
does this committee gain the most support? Again, 
these are fair questions to ask ….

The next issue that was raised is one that I think is 
also a fair question, and also makes people nervous 
because it makes each of us look into ourselves. We 
don’t like looking because we may not like what we 
see, and we don’t want to find fault in ourselves. 
That issue is “what does the charge mean to 
you…?”  Just like anything, words mean one thing 
to one person , and another to someone else. I feel 
like the charge is a personal call to each of us as an 
individual, that was given to us directly from our 
ancestors. I think that the charge spells out, clearly, 
what is expected of each of us. Just read it, and 
then read it again. Take the charge sentence, by 
sentence. Then ask yourself if you have been doing 
those things that were tasked to each of us to do. 
The charge means doing more than showing up 
once a month for meetings, or marching in a pa-
rade. Those are important things, but they are not 
all that is required of you to follow the charge. If 
you follow the charge, you will find yourself in 
some uncomfortable situations… not because of 
your doing but because of the actions of others in 
response to you following the charge and for de-
fending your ancestors. Paul Martin was thrown 
into a police car in Grand Prairie for not backing 
down from the charge. How many of you have 
gone so far in protecting your ancestors good name 
that you have been arrested for it? No one wants to 
see an SCV member on TV in the back of a squad 
car, but what crime did he commit? He wouldn’t 
deny his heritage …

The last issue that I would like to present that Paul 
wrote on in his infamous email was the inclusion of 
our families into our camp life. I bring my family 
with me to meetings, because I think that it is im-
portant for them to learn about their history and 
their ancestors. My two little boys are future SCV 
members, and I want them understand where they 
come from and what we stand for. A few of you 
bring your family members too, and that’s awe-
some. We as a camp , starting last summer, have 
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“I have fought against the people of the North because I believed they were seeking to wrest "om the South its dearest 
rights. But I have never cherished toward them bitter or vindictive feelings, and have never seen the day when I did not 
pray for them.”

Gen. Robert E. Lee

THE “EYES” HAVE IT
Chaplain- Leighton Nunn

R. E. Lee Camp 239

LT. COMMANDERS REPORT CONTINUED:
our family summer cook-out ( was huge success too 
) that brought a lot of family into contact with the 
SCV that otherwise wouldn’t have had a chance to 
meet us. We are making great progress in this area, 
but we need more … Paul asked if we were ashamed 
to have our family with us at meeting or at events? 
He also questioned if the only reason we as men 
went to meetings was to get away from our family. I 
think that these questions drew the most ire from 
people on the email list. Because of the personal 
nature of the comments/questions , we fall into an 
automatic defense mode , and its no longer about 
an actual issue, but about defending our families. 
These are fair questions, none the less, and if your 
not guilty, it shouldn’t bother you. The message is 
correct, however the delivery of Paul’s point was 
what was in error. We should ask our family if they 
want to come to meetings. We should ask our kids 
if they want to march or ride in parades. We should 
ask our kids if we can come speak to their schools. 
Yes , we do involve our families, and more now 

than in the past, but we can do better. We are not a 
masonic lodge , we are the SCV. We are open to 
members, and non members alike. We have a 
woman’s group. We have a children’s group. We 
want anyone who shares in our belief in states 
rights, God, the righteousness of of Confederate 
Cause, and of family to join us. Our friends are few, 
and our enemies many, but we have our compatri-
ots and our family to fight beside us. I cant think 
of anyone better to go to war with at my side than 
God, my family, and my friends, so let get them 
involved.

At one time I thought men like Paul Martin were a 
great plague to the SCV. I now know that without 
men like Paul, we are weaker. We need Paul. We 
need Paul to call us out. We need Paul to keep us 
honest. We need Paul to help us remember our an-
cestors. We need to be more like Paul ….

I was on my way to meet 
someone on a Saturday 
morning, ok I was on my 
way to meet our Lt. 
Commander with my 
Lee Jackson money at 
the last minute, when I 
got in my truck and put 
in an old CD. It was one 
that I haven’t listened to 
in quite a while so the 
music although old, 
seemed new once again.

A song come on that really got me to thinking. It 
is a song by a young man named Rodney Adkins 
called “I’ve Been Watching You”. Some of you may 
remember this song, but for those of you that 
haven’t heard it, it is about this guy who is driving 
and his four year old boy is in the Jeep with him 
when the traffic light turns suddenly red and he 
slams on his brakes and the little boy spills his 
drink all over his lap and he uses a choice four let-
ter word. He asked the boy where did you learn to 
talk like that and the boy says I’ve been watching 
you. Dad I want to be like you. So the dad goes and 
prays for himself to change his ways and be a better 
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CHAPLAINS REPORT CONTINUED:
example for his son. He goes to kiss his son good 
night and he sees his little man praying and he 
asked the son, where did you learn to pray like that 
and again the boy says, “I’ve been watching you 
Dad”

I got to thinking about this and I look at my own 
two gifts from God, my two son’s and I notice how 
much they look like their beautiful Mom but how 
much they act like me. I am not only a pastor, but a 
musician as well and both of my son’s play music 
and sing! I lean toward a country or cowboy way of 
life and so do both of my son’s. I like to hunt and 
fish and so do both of my son’s. The list go on and 
on.

If you stop to think about it you will find that you 
have traits from you father and maybe even your 
grandfathers. I wear cowboy boots because by 
grandfather did and his father did. I like old reruns 
of the “Andy Griffith Show” and “Gunsmoke” be-
cause I watched them with my father.

There is a more important aspect that our father’s 
and grandfather’s pass down and that is the love 
of God. Think about it, where do we learn about 
God? It is the faith of our fathers and their father’s 
before them.

It is the same with our Southern Heritage. If we 
don’t pass a love of it down to our children it will 
die with us. It is so important that we teach our 
children the truth about what our ancestors fought 
and died for, not this fairy tale that is told to them 
by the government and their school system. South-
ern Heritage is about Faith, Family and Country.

 
I learned of my family by listening to my grandfa-
ther and grandmother sitting out on an old hand-
made porch swing that my grandfather had built. 
They would tell stories about their childhood and 
retell stories that they heard their parents who was 
born during the War of Northern Aggression and 
stories they heard their grandparents tell who lived 
during the war. These times where not just remem-
bered for their family educational value, but it is 
cherished memories I have with them.  We have 
to create these times with our children and grand 
children.  Take some time and I know it’s not easy 
to do as it was then because of the iPad and iPhone 
and video game society that we live in today, but it 
is essential to their upbringing to have this time 
with you.  Maybe take them out and let them shoot 
your musket or Navy Confederate Colt and explain 
to them why and how it was used to defend Faith, 
Family and Country.

Proverbs 23: 22-25 says this to us. “Listen to your 
father who begot you, and do not despise your 
mother when she is old. Buy truth, and do not sell 
it, Get wisdom and instruction and understanding. 
The father of the righteous will greatly rejoice, And 
he who sires a wise son will be glad in him.

Wisdom comes from not only your own experience 
but that of your father who passes his wisdom 
down to you.

Our Faith, Wisdom and Love of Country comes 
from a long line. Don’t be the end of the line.
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Robert E. Lee Camp 239

January 18th- Lake Worth (Lee-Jackson Charity Fund Raiser)
   R. E. Lee camp will be hosting the 3rd annual Lee-Jackson Event at the Lake Worth Multi-   
  Purpose Center, 7005 Charbonneau Rd, Lake Worth, TX 76135, starting at 7 pm.  Uniforms and 
  Semi Formal Dress Requested.  $45 for singles and $65 for couples.  Please join us for a wonder
  ful evening of music, dinner, guest speaker, and a silent auction.  

January 19th- Fort Worth (Fort Worth Stock Show Parade)
We will gather at 3rd & Pecan, downtown Fort Worth at 9:00 am.  At 10 am we hike 3 or 4 
blocks to the old Courthouse to form up with the rest of the parade.  The parade starts at 11 
am.  Anyone who wishes to meet earlier can meet for breakfast at Ol’ South Pancake House at 
7:00 am.    

January 21st- Fort Worth (R. E. Lee Camp 239)
    The R. E. Lee camp will NOT be meeting for the month of January.  The Lee-Jackson event 
   will be considered the months meeting.  We will resume on February 19th as usual.  

 February 17th- Fort Worth ( R. E. Lee Camp 239)
   We will meet at 7:00 pm at the Ol’ South Pancake House, 1309 University Dr., Ft. Worth, TX.   
   Our guest speaker will be Rocky Sprott on “Graves and Grave Information.”  Come early if you 
   would like to eat.  
  

TEXAS CONFEDERATE HERO’S DAY
January 19, 2013

Confederate Heroes Day 
is a Texas State Holiday 
created by Chapter 221, 
Senate Bill 60, of the 63rd 
Texas Legislature. Ap-
proved June 1, 1973 and 
Effective August 27, 1973, 
this bill deleted June 3rd 
as a holiday for Jefferson 

Davis’ birthday and combined it with Robert E. 
Lee’s Birthday, January 19th. It is the last holiday in 
the State of Texas dedicated to Confederate Veter-
ans. We as “Sons of Confederate Veterans” are 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND ACTIVITES

dedicated to the preservation of this holiday, the 
defense of the Confederate soldier’s good name, 
the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his 
virtues, the perpetuation of those principles which 
he loved and which we love also, and those ideals 
which made him glorious. We celebrate this day in 
remembrance of those gallant individuals who 
bravely defended their families and their homeland 
in the war for southern independence.
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My dear brother Carter,

Your letter of the 12th afforded me much 
gratification.  I wish the interpretation given to 
your dream may be realized & that health & abun-
dance may abound in the Army.  That such may be 
the case you farmers must be very industrious & 
make heavy crops.  You see what a distance we 
have now to forage, how precarious the supply 
must be when roads are bad & how wearing to our 
wagons & teams.  Grain, hay, bacon can with good 
management be annually procured, but horses & 
cattle require several years.  I hope by your exam-
ple & precepts you will encourage our good farmers 
in Virginia to such exertions as will insure bountiful 
productions.  My grief at the death of my dear 
Charlotte is irrepressibly great.  You who knew 
her devoutness of character, affectionate nature, & 
attractive manners; can well sympathize in our 
loss.  She was as dear to me as my son her hus-
band, to whom she was wholly devoted, & her 
death at this time has caused an aching void in my 
heart, that Merciful God alone in his good time 
can remove.  Yet I know what a gain her death is 
to her.  How much pain & sorrow she has es-
caped; & what perpetual bliss she will enjoy.  I 
sorrow for those she left behind, & to whom her 
presence gave such happiness.  I am glad to hear 
that my sister Lucy & your children are well  & that 
dear little Mildred has escaped the attack of 
pneumonia with which she was threatened.  Tell 
her she is right I ought to be more akin to her than 
Aunt Betty because I am her uncle & she is only 
her Aunt--It is very cold now & unfortunately I 
have had some troops on the march, which only 
got under cover last night, & I fear have suffered 
very much.  Ice freezes hard in our tents; even 
when there is a fire.  I think it probable there will 
be a change in a few days & that this will be the 
last of the severe periods of the winter.  I have 
just seen Robert Beverly who tells me that all are 
well in Kinlock & Averet--Our cousin Charles Ran-
dolph died at the former place before Xmas.  He 
had been captured by the enemy & put into the old 
Capitol, where he was taken sick, & finding per-

haps he was failing fast, was released.  He made 
his way to Eastern View, where he walked  to Kin-
lock to die.  You must give much love to your wife 
& children.  I hope George Will study hard at the 
Institute & make a fine soldier

With all affection your brother

R E Lee

LETTERS FROM THE FIELD
General R. E. Lee

Camp Orange Co: February 20, 1864
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CHARGE TO THE SONS OF CONFEDEATE VETERANS

To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we wi& commit the vindication of 
the cause for which we fought. To your strength wi& be given the defense 
of the Confederate soldier’s good name, the guardianship of his history, the 
emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles which he 
loved and which you love also, and those ideals which made him glorious 
and which you also cherish.

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee
Commander General

United Confederate Veterans
New Orleans, Louisiana, 25 April 1905

The citizen-soldiers who fought for the Confederacy personified the 
best qualities of America. The preservation of liberty and freedom was 
the motivating factor in the South’s decision to fight the second Ameri-
can Revolution. The tenacity with which Confederate soldiers fought 
underscored their belief in the rights guaranteed by the Constitution. 
These attributes are the underpinning of our Republic and represent 
the foundation on which this nation was built. 

Today, the Sons of Confederate Veterans is preserving the history and 
legacy of these heroes so future generations can understand the motives 
that animated the Southern Cause. The S.C.V. is the direct heir of the 
United Confederate Veterans and is the oldest hereditary organization 
for male descendants of Confederate soldiers, sailors and Marines. Or-
ganized in Richmond, Virginia in 1896, the S.C.V. continues to serve as 
a historical, patriotic and non-political organization dedicated to insur-
ing that a true history of the 1861-1865 period is preserved. 

   

 

Please join us at our next meeting of the Robert E. Lee Camp 239.  
See the Upcoming Events and Activities page for more 
information about our next camp meeting.
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R.E. Lee Camp 239

Officers and Staff

J. Barry Turnage

Commander

Beau D. Purdom

1st Lt. Commander

Michael Biggers

2nd Lt. Commander

Wesley Massey

3rd Lt. Commander

Dustin Nabors

Adjutant and Editor

Leighton Nunn

Chaplain

Ben Hatch

Color Sergeant

Jessie Holder

Sgt. at Arms

Camp Information

We meet on the third Monday of 
each month from 7:00-8:30 pm at 
the Ol' South Pancake House  
1509 S. University Dr. Please 
come and join us at our next 
meeting. 

For more information: 
    

Find us on Facebook under 
Robert E. Lee 

Or email:
camp239scv@yahoo.com

mailto:camp239scv@yahoo.com
mailto:camp239scv@yahoo.com

