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Commander’s Report

Hello to all members

 I would like to say as we start the new year off, we have done it in very good fashion. First by
earning the Western Heritage award in the Fort Worth Stock Show parade. Followed the next day by
a wonderful memorial at the Birdville Cemetery. I would like to thank everyone involved in both
events. Plus a big thanks to 1st. Lt. Commander Jack  Dyess for a great memorial presentation.

 Let's not just let it stop at these events as we move forward with this year.

 As you notice with this news letter we have a new editor . Thank you Celia Brannon for taking on
the task.

 It's the time to start preparing for the state and national conventions. I would like to ask everyone to
please write down any activity or event they have done for the camp or the cause for which

we believe in. This is to help the awards committee to know what everyone has taken part in this last
year. If your in doubt write it down. Please email these to me at hccertwestern@aol.com.

 Let's keep up the good job of honoring our ancestors and ourselves with our dedication for the
cause.

         Jeff Western,
         Commander,
     Col. William H. Griffin Camp # 2235



Lt. Commander’s Report
This last month has been a very busy one for our Camp and

its members.  During the latter part of December members
volunteered considerable time on several occasions at the Texas
Civil War museum greeting visitors and explaining various
exhibits on display.  On one occasion, Commander Jeff Western
and I assisted there with a tour of almost 200 JROTC cadets and
presented classes to them concerning the Confederate soldiers’
life during the War.  Members gave several formal presentations
to a number of different groups discussing various topics
including the local chapter of the Daughters of the American
Revolution in Hurst, the State Society of Daughters of Colonial
Wars in Fort Worth and the Dallas-6 UDC meeting in Mesquite.
Members participated in the “Victorian Christmas” event at the
Goodman Museum in Tyler, TX by invitation of the museum
director and attended the Tyler SCV Camp Christmas party.
Members also visited several different SCV Camps and UDC
Chapters.  The Color Guard met on three occasions to practice for
the Confederate Heroes Day events.

We entered a group in the Fort Worth Stock Show Parade
consisting of a mounted Color Guard, three vintage horse drawn
carriages and a Civil War era military wagon drawn by a team of
beautiful, energetic horses.  We were honored that the Texas Division SCV Commander chose to ride in
one of our carriages.  Two of our Camp’s good friends, Jerry Shamburger and Jackie Wilson of the Captain
James P. Douglas Camp #124 in Tyler, led our group as the personal mounted escorts of the Division
Commander.  The Fort Worth Stock Show Parade is the largest annual non-motorized parade in the world
and draws thousands of viewers, more than 2,000 mounted riders, and hundreds of floats, carriages, buggies
and wagons. The parade officials select less than 25 entries from all of the numerous entries in the event.
The prestigious “Western Heritage Award” was awarded to the Colonel William H. Griffin SCV Camp
#2235.  My personal congratulations go out to everyone who participated.
 Our Confederate Heroes Day Memorial last Sunday at Birdville Cemetery turned out to be a
resounding success.  When we first organized our Camp, one of our objectives was to promote harmony
and cooperation with our brother camps and sister organizations.  Sunday we had active participants from
our Camp, the Colonel E W Taylor Camp #1777 Bedford, Albert Sidney Johnston Camp #983 in Decatur,
Robert E Lee Camp #239 in Fort Worth and the Governor Samuel W.T. Lanham Camp #586 in
Weatherford.  The Julia Jackson UDC Chapter also participated.  We had a large number of Haltom City
residents including some city officials, Betty Potter (President of the Birdville Historical society and
member of the board of the Birdville Cemetery Association) and other local dignitaries.  I greatly appreciate
the work and numerous hours of preparation by many members and especially Julia Jackson member Karla
Hardy (who also helped locate graves, place and retrieve flags and took more than 500 photographs).  My
most sincere thank you goes out to all those who participated.  Our active participants included a six-person
color guard, an eight-member musket squad, two mounted escorts, a Cap Horse [a Riderless horse with
boots placed backwards in the stirrups used at military funerals and memorials], the Julia Jackson Chapter
President, Betty Abdo, and Chaplain, Billie Beth Moore, bugler Bill Fowler and bagpiper John Tabor.

Jack Dyess



Don Brannon has been collecting Militaria and Police memorabilia since he was given a
patch at 5 years old.  Today his collections include over 2,000 historical and current
police patches and badges as well as another 1,000 military medals, patches and helmets
from  the Civil War to the war in Iraq.  He is a 14 year member of  Orders and Medal
Society of America (OMSA) and is a regular contributor to their educational website.

The Southern Cross of Honor
    The Southern Cross of Honor as we know it has gone through several changes.  Many people believe that all
crosses are numbered and named, and that is not so.  In 1899, the United Daughters of the Confederacy (UDC)
solicited designs from local Southern jewelers and several Northern firms. The design submitted by Charles W.
Crankshaw was chosen and after being re-worked by Mrs. Plane and Mrs. Gabbett of the  UDC, became the
Southern Cross of Honor.  Though many variations exist, in this article we are going to take a look at the first
three types of the medal.  The first version of the Southern Cross of Honor called Type 1, were ordered by the
UDC in 1900 from the Jeweler Charles W. Crankshaw in Atlanta, Georgia.  Because of company size and
staffing issues Charles W. Crankshaw was not able to produce the number of crosses ordered, thus
subcontracted its manufacture with the Schwaab Stamp & Seal Company in Milwaukee.  When Crankshaw
received the first order from Schwaab Stamp & Seal Company, they hand engraved a number on each cross.
Mr. Bertram advised that the records seem mostly lost, but it is believed that Crankshaw took it upon
themselves to number the first batch of crosses.  Though unknown for sure, this may be the reason the UDC
discontinued the numbering of crosses produced after the initial order.   This first batch of crosses is numbered
1-2500; no other crosses were numbered after this order.

Below is an example of one of the first 2500 crosses that were numbered.

Type 2 crosses were the same as the Type 1 crosses,

From The Southern Cross of Honor: Historical Notes  and Trial List of Varieties by Peter Bertram

Left is an example of a Type 2 cross, not
named, and not numbered, just as issued.

“Patented Charles W. Crankshaw Atlanta”

From the collection of Don & Celia Brannon



Type 2 crosses were the same as Type  1 crosses, except for the engraved number.  These crosses were
produced from 1900 to 1904 by Schwaab Stamp & Seal Company under contract with Charles W.
Crankshaw.  Charles W. Crankshaw lost the contract with the UDC in 1904

Type 3, Southern Cross of Honor medals are the result of a believed patent infringement by Schwaab
Stamp & Seal Company.  The UDC had ordered convention medals for the 1903 UDC Dallas and New
Orleans reunions, only to find they looked a lot like the Southern Cross of Honor.  Angered, the UDC
attempted to take legal actions, but lost as the crosses were not duplicates and were in general different in
appearance.  The result was the UDC canceling the contract with Charles W. Crankshaw, and awarding it
to Whitehead & Hoag in Newark, New Jersey.   The Type 3 crosses are the exact same as the Type 2, ex-
cept they have the name “The Whitehead & Hoag Co. Newark, NJ” under the word HONOR on the back
side of the cross.  These crosses were produced by The Whitehead & Hoag Company from 1904 through
the 1930’s.
      Though the mounting devices changed from pins to screw backs, the Southern Cross of Honor stayed
the same.  Many crosses have names or initials engraved on the suspension plate.   In addition, some recip-
ients even engraved their unit information on the cross itself.  These are much rarer, and bring high prices
at auction or collector sites.

As a collector of military insignia, I have always understood the value of a good resource book.
Before I purchased my Southern Cross of Honor, I researched them to exhaustion on the internet, and
sought out a reference book to purchase.  During my search, I came across a book called The Southern
Cross of Honor: Historical Notes and Trial List of Varieties by Peter Bertram.   I contacted Mr. Bertram
by e-mail, and acquired one of his books.  I also had the privilege of writing Mr. Bertram, and asked a few
questions about him and about his areas of collecting.  First he is from Georgia, a life member of the
Orders and Medals Society of America, and a member of the Sons of Confederate Veterans.  He has been
collecting SCV medals for 20 years specializing in 19th and early 20th century medals.  Mr. Bertram
graciously assisted me in this article, his help and words of advice are greatly appreciated. This book is an
outstanding tool for the collector and the historian, anyone wanting to purchase a copy may contact Peter

Bertram at peterbatl@aol.com .  Mr. Bertram also has another book on
Confederate Medals, Tokens, Currency, Coins, Badges, etc, in progress
and will cover Confederate Forerunners through 1889.

Left is an example of the Type 3 cross.  Note the
different mounting device, these changed throughout the
issue life of the cross.

The Whitehead & Hoag Co. Newark, NJ
 Note: Not all have the company name on the screw
dome

From Google Images



ncestor Spotlight

Grand Saline, Tex. July 8. (Special).

Passing his 91st. Fourth of July, A. J. Bailiff, tall, erect Texas pioneer and veteran of the
Southern army, says that he never celebrates the Fourth because, to him it is only a reminiscent
anniversary of a bitter surrender of the Old South. " I am not a reconstructed Rebel," the aged
veteran said. "But if a Northern soldier came to my home today I would invite him to spend the
night and feed him, although at heart I would still feel the same as I did at Vicksburg when we
lay behind breastworks for forty-four days and killed 40,000 Federals in the bloodiest battle ever
fought." Mr. Bailiff was born in Dallas County, Alabama in 1844, during the administration of
John Tyler, the tenth U. S. president . With his family he moved to Decatur, Mississippi, in 1848,
where he lived until the outbreak of the Civil War. On the first Sunday in January 1862, at the
age of 17, he joined Company I of the 36th Mississippi Volunteers Infantry. He served in every
engagement of his historic brigade which, through their many vicious encounters became famous
as the "Bloody 36." Wounded Four Times. Although wounded four times he never was absent
from his command until capture by the Federals on Dec.15,1864, which was his 20th birthday.
He was married to Rosa Johnson on April 1,1866,
at Decatur, Miss. He came to Smith County, Texas
shortly after marriage and built a home where he
lived thirteen years. It was here that his first born ,
a boy Joseph, age 10, was killed by a horse. He
bought land and built a home in Van Zandt
County, Texas and moved his family here in 1886.
He has never lived in a rented place. He lives in
his own home in Grand Saline, and has a number
of well improved farms. He is the Father of ten
children, five boys and five girls. His wife Rosa,
died here in 1923 at the age of 72. The blue-eyed
pioneer is a clear thinker. He bears his 91 years
with grace and a confidence born of clean living
and a trust in life's fulfillment. He eats whatever he
likes, reads without glasses, and walks long
distances without the aid of cane, declaring: "The
use of a stick is all hypocrisy."

Adolphus J. Bailiff, December 15,1844 to September 28,1937, and is the
Great-Great Grandfather of Jeff Western. The below article was taken from
an article in the Grand Saline Sun from July 8,1936, although some original
typo's have been corrected. He passed away a little bit over a year after this
article was written. He is buried at Woodside Cemetery in Grand Saline,
Texas.



Upcoming Camp
Meeting Programs:

The primary purpose of regular
meeting programs is to enhance
the knowledge of our membership.
Last month we started our series of
educational programs concerning
the War Between the States with
an outstanding program on The
History of Slavery by a good
friend of the camp, Kirt Barnett.

Our next meeting will be
Tuesday, February 4th at 6:30 at
Don Cruz Seafood & Pasta
Mexican Grill, 3155 Denton
Highway (US-377), Haltom City,
TX 76117 and our instructor will
be another good friend, Charles
Hayes.  Charles lives in Tyler, is a
member of the SCV and the
MOS&B, and author of what Jack

considers to be the absolute best book on the market that summarizes the War from beginning to end and is
written in a such a highly enjoyable format that it is almost impossible NOT to have an extremely high
retention of detail.  Charles will be guiding us on a broad overview of the War to set the foundation for more
detailed information in the coming months. In March the subject will be the Causes of the War Between the
States.  That program will be presented by Sam Allen and Jack Dyess.

Members and guests enjoyed time to visit before the January meeting.

Above: Jack Dyess with Mary Alice Stam, Vice
Regent of the DAR Capt Nathaniel Mills Chapter
after presenting to their chapter.

Left: Jack and UDC Dallas 6 President, Karen
Pieroni, after speaking at the UDC Dallas 6
Chapter  Lee-Jackson-Maury luncheon.

General Patrick Ronayne Cleburne (1828-1864) was a native of Ireland who relocated to
Helena, Arkansas and was one of only two foreign born officers to become a Confederate
Major General.



Adjutant Don Brannon and UDC
Chapter Julia Jackson 141
President, Betty Abdo, attended
a Haltom City Council meeting
where they accepted a
proclamation from Mayor
Richard Hutchison declaring
January 19 as Texas Confederate
Heroes Day.



WHERE WE’VE BEEN

Johnson County Courthouse
Centennial Celebration

 Members of our camp gathered in Cleburne for a
dedication of the 100th anniversary of the Johnson
County Courthouse. Festivities included a time
capsule opening, blacksmith, Civil War re-enactors,
chuck wagon, stage coach rides, and a historic
transportation show. This was a wonderful event to
promote Historic Cleburne. Vendors were dressed in
period costumes, food vendors served old fashioned
fried pies and kettle corn.









150 years ago this month…
February 1, 1864 The U. S. House passes legislation reinstituted the rank of Lieutenant General in the United
States Army.

February 3, 1864 William Tecumseh Sherman, having moved to Vicksburg by boat, begins the Meridian
Campaign Mississippi

February 5, 1864 Sherman enters Jackson, Mississippi

 February 6, 1864 William Sooy Smith [US] leaves Memphis to join the Meridian Campaign Mississippi

February 7, 1864 Union forces enter Jacksonville, Florida

February 9, 1864 109 Union officers led by Colonel Thomas Rose escape from Libby Prison on the banks of
the James River in Richmond. 59 reach Union lines

February 9, 1864 Major General John Schofield [US] assumes command of the Department of the Ohio

February 10, 1864 President Lincoln tries to rescue 6 horses from the White House stables during a fire. He is
unsuccessful

February 14, 1864 Federals take Meridian. They continue their "work," tearing up railroad infrastructure and
destroying locomotives, but there is little Leonidas Polk can do Mississippi

February 17, 1864 The CSS Hunley destroys the USS Housatonic with a torpedo in Charleston Harbor. The
Housatonic sinks without a loss of life. The Hunley also sinks, killing 9 men

February 20, 1864 Battle of Olustee

Near Ocean Pond outside the town of Olustee Brigadier General Truman Seymour [US] attacked Brigadier
General Joseph Finegan [CS]. Athough evenly matched, the Confederates won.  February 22, 1864

February 26, 1864 Battle of Dalton (First Dalton)

General George Thomas [US] demonstrates against Joe Johnston's [CS] entrenched line

 February 22, 1864 Crisis in the Lincoln Administration over the Pomeroy Circular backing Treasury
Secretary Salmon P. Chase as Republican candidate for President in the 1864 elections

February 22, 1864 Battle of Okolana   Other Names: Ivey's Farm, Ivey Hill

Nathan Bedford Forrest [CS] defeats W. Sooy Smith [US], attempting to join Sherman's Meridian Campaign

February 24, 1864 Braxton Bragg becomes Jefferson Davis' chief of staff

February 27, 1864 Federal prisoners begin arriving at Camp Sumter in Andersonville Georgia

February 29, 1864 U. S. Congressional legislation revives the rank of lieutenant general

February 29, 1864 General Judson Kilpatrick splits his force in two detaching 500 men under Ulric Dahlgreen
to attack Richmond from the west



February
1 - 6:00 PM,  Military Order of Stars and Bars, Lee-Jackson Birthday Celebration, Period dress,
  Potpourri House, Tyler, Contact: Tom Clinkscales, tomclink @hotmail.com, period dress
  requested – no weapons.
4 - 6:30 PM,. 2235 Camp meeting
8 - 5:00 PM, Bonnie Blue Ball, Winnsboro City Auditorium, Wheeler Drive, Winnsboro, Contact:
 Nancy Falster nancy@falsterfarm.com   Cost: $25/person; $40/couple; $100/family.

Note: Period dress is encouraged. This event is an educational, historical reenactment honoring
 our forefathers of the South and the life they lived.

March
1 - 8:30 AM,  2235 Camp meeting.

Sweetheart Soiree, Gainesville, Texas, Period dress encouraged, Civic Center Gainesville, TX
 9 - 4:00 PM, William Griffin’s Birthday Party @ Dyess’ House
15 - RAIN DATE for 4:00 PM, William Griffin’s Birthday Party – Dyess’ House
27 - 10:00-4:00 Camp Ford Living History Event, Camp Ford Historical Park, Tyler, Reenactors in
  period dress, rifle squad, cannoneers, volunteers to man information and sales booths, Point of
  Contact: Johnnie Holley, Jlh63@flash.net
27 – 30, Atlanta Campaign Tour, Franklin, TN

April
1 - 8:00 AM. 2235 Camp meeting
12 - Medal of Honor Parade Gainesville, TX
19 - 2:00 PM, Fairview Cemetery. Graves Dedication, Gainesville, TX

May
3 - 8:30 2235 Camp meeting
8 – 10:00 TCWM, Forts Muster, Stockyards.
24 - Memorial Day Memorial @ Birdville Cemetery

June
3 - 6:30 2235 Camp meeting
6 – 8, Texas Division SCV Reunion, Hilton Houston North, 12400 Greensport Drive, Houston
  77060, #3538026670, Contact: Granbury’s Texas Brigade, Camp 1479, Spring, TX,

832-474-1263, contact: cavtrooper77@sbcglobal.net,
14 - 11:00, Jefferson Davis Birthday Celebration, UDC, First Assembly of God Church Fellowship
  Hall, 5309 Rhones Quarter Road, Tyler TX, Speaker Norris White, well-known for his
  presentations  about black Confederate veterans. There will also be a silent auction and
  desserts for sale.

Calendar at a Glance


