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FEBRUARY, 2019 MEETING ON THE 9th, 11:00 AT TOM'S PIZZA & STEAK HOUSE

NOVEMBER MEETING ATTENDANCE LOW

      Illness and conflicts put attendance to only five members this month.  
Meeting date had to be changed to Nov. 17 and the meeting place also was 
changed to the First Presbyterian Church in Paris. 
     Regent Geraldine Sykes called the meeting to order at 11:00.  In the 
absence of Chaplain Joy Bland, Registrar Mary Ann Claxton gave a 
message based on John 4:39 - "And many of the Samaritans of that city 
believed on Him for the saying of the woman, which testified, He told me 
all that ever I did."  Mary Ann reminded everyone that words have power - 
power to hurt, to heal, and to change lives.  We all need to be careful of the 
words we speak to ensure that we do not hurt others with what we say and 
try always to uplift and be an example, especially to young people still 
finding their way in life.
      Following the devotional, Regent Geraldine Sykes led the group in the 
Pledge of Allegiance, Secretary Frances Spillman led the group in 
recitation of the American's Creed, and Janice Webb read the Object of the 
National Society.  
       Following the ritual Mary Ann gave the National Defense message.  
The topic was "What happened to Armistice Day?"  November 11th this 
year marked the 100th anniversary of the signing of the Armistice with 
Germany which ended World War I - "The War to end all wars."  Mary Ann 
noted that the Armistice was only a cessation of hostilities, not the actual 
ending of the war; that came with the Treaty of Versailles June 28, 1919.  
But beginning with November 11, 1919 many countries throughout the 
world celebrated Armistice Day - also called Decoration Day or 
Remembrance Day and was a day to remember those who had died in the 
war.  At the end of World War II, however, the VFW and other organizations 
pushed to have that day changed to Veterans Day - a day to honor ALL 
veterans, living and dead.  So on June 1, 1954, President Eisenhower 
signed the law creating Veterans day on November 11.  Decoration Day 
had already been celebrated in the US on the last Sunday in May since 
before the Civil War, so the practice of specifically remembering the dead 
soldiers moved to that day and was declared a federal holiday in 1967; that 
changed to the last Monday in May with the passing of the Uniform 
Monday Holiday Act in 1968 which went into effect in 1971.
     Following the National Defense Message, Secretary Frances Spillman 
then read the minutes of the June meeting which were approved with one 
correction.  We really appreciate the excellent work Frances does.  
Treasurer Beverly Wood then presented the treasurer's report.
    In meeting business, Regent Sykes reminded everyone that officer and 
committee chairman reports are due to the Chapter Regent by Feb. 1, 
2019, and committee chairmen report to the state committee chairmen by 
Feb. 15.  It was decided that the program for the February meeting would 
be a presentation of the Colonial Education Kit by State Patriotic 
Education Committee Chairman Mary Ann Claxton.
       Next was discussion of donations for Veterans projects.  Veterans 
Committee Chairman Beverly Wood named things that had been done in 
the past and that we have a $100 donation to be used for veterans.  It was 
decided that we would contribute to the Wounded Warrior Project but 
Beverly will check to see where we donate so that the money benefits local 
veterans' needs.
       After this discussion was announcement of the DAR Christmas Tea 

which will be at the home of Ray and Noragene Harding on Saturday,  
December 15 from 1 to 3 p.m.  Entertainment will again be provided by the 
Inman Strings Group.  Chapter members are asked to bring finger foods 
and be available to greet guests.
       Following the business meeting, Beverly Wood gave a fascinating 
program on the sinking of the Sultana.  Though it was the greatest 
maritime disaster in US history, it received little notice in newspapers of 
the day due to another news story which held the attention the nation:  the 
killing on the previous day of President Lincoln's assassin, John Wilkes 
Booth.  The Sultana was a Mississippi river side-wheel steamboat 
designed to hold 376 passengers.  However, on April 27, 1865, she was 
carrying 2155, mostly US soldiers who had been prisoners of war, some at 
Andersonville, and were being released to go back home.  Captain Mason 
had been approached in Vicksburg by Lt. Col. Reuben Hatch and told that 
the US government would pay $4 for each enlisted man and $10 for each 
officer who were transported north.  Mason was in need of money and 
Hatch hoped for a kickback from Mason and so instead of the anticipated 
1400 prisoners, all prisoners from the nearby parole camp were sent for a 
total of 1,961.  These plus the 70 cabin passengers, 55 guards from the 
58th Ohio infantry, and 85 crew members far exceeded design capacity.
       The Sultana had pulled into Vicksburg for repairs on a boiler, but 
instead of taking the few days needed for a proper repair, Capt. Mason - 
afraid the prisoners would be sent home on other boats - insisted that the 
boiler be patched so they could get under way in only one day.  The 
Sultana then fought one of the worst raging spring floods ever known on 
the Mississippi River.  The water reached the tops of trees on the banks 
and flooded lands along the way, reaching 3 miles in width in some 
places.  The boat pulled into Helena, AR on Apr. 26 where photographer T. 
W. Bankes took the picture you see here.

The boat then stopped at Memphis to unload 120 tons of sugar after which 
she started upriver again.  Low water in the boilers and excessive 
pressure in trying to make headway against the raging water caused one 
of the boilers to explode followed immediately by two more boiler 
explosions.  Those who survived the blast and the subsequent fire which 
consumed the boat were forced into the cold, raging waters.  Weakened 
from their days in prison many could not hold out and drowned:  bodies 
floated downriver and were still being found months after, even as far 
down as Vicksburg.  Some were never found.  About 760 survivors were 
transported to hospitals in Memphis by various boats that had arrived to 
help.  Of those survivors, only 6 died on the day of the explosion and 
another 20 died in the following two months.
       In spite of the enormity of the disaster, for various reasons no one was 
ever held accountable.  Several different reports of total casualties have 
been given over the years, but the most recent evidence indicates 1,184 
perished with 954 who survived.
       Following the program, the meeting was adjourned.
                         CHAPTER WEBSITE BACK ONLINE
      Technology Chairman Mary Ann Claxton announces that she now has 
access to the Chapter website and will now be able to update information 
there.  The site has not been accessible since Rootsweb was taken down 
back in December 2017, but all accounts have now been brought back 
online in a more secure format.  Members are encouraged to check the 
website for updates between meetings.  The site's new address is:  
http://sites.rootsweb.com/~tncgmdac/


