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Now that the door has been opened to women in combat, there is debate in the minds of the 
American people concerning whether or not a registration for the draft should be imposed on 
the female gender.  

The 2017 National Defense Authorization Act will require women to register for the military for 
the first time in American history.   Both the House and the Senate have passed the act; all that 
remains is a reconciliation of the versions before final passage.   This act will give women no 
choice as to how they will serve their country.

Why shouldn’t women be drafted?  Don’t women want equal rights?  Haven’t women always 
served in some role throughout history, whether in the work force, as nurses on the battlefield, 
or even disguising themselves as male soldiers?  For the past forty years, women have been 
able to attend the military service academy of their choosing.   As the challenges of global 
terrorism and transnational threats increase, there is a growing need for women to serve as 
peacekeepers.  Should the female gender be given opportunities without expecting obligations?

When I think of my two granddaughters, my reaction is a firm negative to the idea of a 
registration for a draft mandated by the federal government. Can’t military services for women 
continue to be on a volunteer basis?  Of course, a decision must not be based solely on 
emotion; there must be a logical reason.  One must recognize that although both men and 
women can serve in combat, only women can give birth to new lives that can replenish 
sacrificed lives.  Throughout history, all over the world, nations have honored women who have
given children to the cause of their country.  Shouldn’t women have the choice of how they 
serve their country?  Motherhood is reason enough to give women the choice of either serving 
on the battlefield as a soldier or serving on the home front as a mother.

Needless to say, that final decision concerning registration for the draft has not been mine to 
make.  Whatever the NDAA requires, I feel confident that the women of this nation will not only
meet, but exceed, the expectations of the nation.


