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MEETINGS 

 

General Meeting: 
Thursday,  
September 19 
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502 W. Benjamin Holt 

Stockton 
 

Next Board Meeting:   
October 7, 6:30 p.m., 

at the home of  

Virginia Kranz,  
6 W. Loretta, Stockton 

 

Thursday, September 19, 2013 

5:45 p.m. 

Margaret Troke Library 

502 W. Benjamin Holt Drive, Stockton 
 
 

Celebrating Sixty One Years! 

A Tour Through Sixty One Years 

Of Society History 
 

Have you been a member of our Society long enough to remem-
ber reading this in your Society newsletter in January, 1982: 

 

Whether you remember that or not, join us at our general meet-
ing Thursday, September 19, for an interactive tour through 
sixty one years of Society history as emcee Charlie Lambaren 
takes us on a walk down memory lane along with presentation 
committee members Virginia Kranz, Betty Mathis, Sheri Fenley 
and Marilyn Rauzi. 
 

As genealogists, we seek to document the significant events of 
our families’ histories. This is our opportunity to take a look at 
the organization in San Joaquin County which has been respon-
sible for encouraging us all to take a deeper look at our family 
roots. 
 

Join us for an evening of celebration, complete with anniversary 
cake! The party just wouldn’t be the same without you. 

San Joaquin County Genealogical SocietySan Joaquin County Genealogical SocietySan Joaquin County Genealogical SocietySan Joaquin County Genealogical Society    
P.O. Box 690243, Stockton, CA 95269-0243 

 

www.rootsweb.ancestry,com~sjgs/index.htm 
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Our Newest Book Project 

Available for Purchase!  
 

SJCGS Projects Chairman Betty Mathis 
announces publication of our Society’s 
newest books: Death Records of Casa 
Bonita Mausoleum, Stockton CA, vol-
umes I and II.  
 

The two volume reference set begins 
with the Stockton mausoleum’s records 
in 1928 through 1948, then continues 
with segments from 1949-1958 and 
1967-1970. Each soft cover volume in-
cludes index of names. 
 

This latest project is significant in that it 
includes hard-to-access records of pa-
tients from the Stockton State Hospital, 
Modesto State Hospital, San Joaquin 
General Hospital and the Brett Harte 
Sanitarium in Murphys. 
 

The two volume set is available for pur-
chase for $25, or either volume may be 
purchased separately for $15, plus sales 
tax and shipping. More information is 
provided in the order sheet included with 
this newsletter. 
 

Katherine Borges to Speak 

In Modesto   
 

Members who attended our annual din-
ner last January gave a favorable recep-
tion to International Society of Genetic 
Genealogy Director, Katherine Borges. 
 

Those of you who wished she could 
have spoken in further detail on DNA 
testing will be interested to note that our  
neighboring Genealogical Society of 
Stanislaus County will be hosting a five 
hour seminar presented by Ms. Borges 
on October 26. The early registration, 
before September 30, will be $35 for 
non-members. For more information, 
click this link. 

Another Job Well Done 
 
In September of last year, Michael Her-
ring, the Funeral Director of Casa Bonita 
Funeral Home, graciously offered our 
Society the privilege of copying their re-
cords. These were cremation records 
dating back to 1928 and extending to 
February 1958, plus a number of records 
dated 1969-1971. These records are a 
real treasure for the genealogist. In-
cluded in the records are the decedents 
name, age, date of birth, place of birth, 
date of death, place of death, name of 
father, birth place of father, name of 
mother and birth place of mother. Obitu-
aries taken from the Stockton newspaper 
were also attached to the files. Many of 
the cremations were persons who were 
residents of the Stockton and Modesto 
State Hospitals, which should help fill in 
the gaps for researcher working in those 
areas. 
 
We were provided with a spacious work-
ing area with tables and kitchen facilities. 
We worked there every Wednesday, 
unless there was a funeral scheduled for 
that day, until the job was completed. 
The material we gathered is presently 
being edited and put into book form and 
will be published soon. 
 
Our special thanks goes out to Michael 
Herring and the staff at Casa Bonita and 
to the following members who worked 
diligently on this project: 
Melinda Lambaren, Charlie Lambaren, 
Karen Ramos, Susan Saunders-King, Jo 
Ann Talbot,  Lori Calhoon, Al Avey, Jim 
McWilliams, Eunice Kenyon, Sheri 
Fenley, Sylvia Perez and myself. 
 
Thank you all for a job well done! 
 

~Betty Mathis, projects chairman 



From Our President 
 
Dear SJCGS Member, 
 
 

I hope you have had a fantastic summer and are looking forward to a beautiful autumn. 
The SJCGS has many activities for you to enjoy and participate in the next few 
months. 
 
Our September 19 membership meeting at Troke Library, 5:45 p.m., will be a special 
event!  We will be celebrating the 61st anniversary of our Society with an informative 
and entertaining presentation by some of our wonderful, dedicated long-time members. 
The history, accomplishments, interesting anecdotes and contributions of outstanding 
members will be covered. Refreshments and anniversary cake will be served, with a 
time to socialize with fellow members and guests. Please join us. 
 
Our October 17 meeting will be a presentation by a FamilySearch.org associate, 
Robert Givens, on how to make the best use of the site in your research. 
 
November 21 will be our annual business meeting, with election of officers for 2014. A 
slate of officers will be sent to you before this meeting. In order to vote, you must at-
tend the meeting. Officers will then be installed at the January dinner meeting. Please 
consider running for an office (President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, Librar-
ian.) New ideas and viewpoints and people are welcomed to lead and to invigorate the 
organization. Or consider working on one of our many committees this year or next 
year. Let any of our Board members know of your interest(s) and we can fill you in. 
 
Other activities to look forward to are the beginning genealogy workshops, held at the 
Margaret Troke Library on the following Saturdays: September 28, October 26 and No-
vember 16. Each workshop is from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. The Board will also be planning 
some other membership activities—possibly a local field trip, special interest groups, 
interactive learning activities for members. 
 
Always remember your suggestions are greatly appreciated. We want to hear from 
you. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you at the 61st anniversary celebration meeting on Septem-
ber 19. 
 
Lori Calhoon 
SJCGS President, 2013 
garycalhoon@comcast.net 
209-474-6448 



Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

September 
 

Saturday, September 14: Nueva Galicia Genealogical Society Conference, 8:00 a.m. to 5 
p.m. at California State Archives in Sacramento. See enclosed flier and agenda. 
 

Saturday, September 14: Mad About Maps Genealogy Seminar at California Genealogical 
Society, Oakland. Requires early pre-registration. See enclosed article. 
 

Thursday, September 19: General membership meeting at the Margaret Troke Library from 
5:45 p.m. until 7:45 p.m. Featured: Celebrating 61 Years at SJCGS!  
 

Friday, September 20: Family Legacy Writing Workshop at Chavez Library, 3-5 p.m. 
 

Saturday, September 28: Beginners’ Genealogy workshop at Margaret Troke Library from 
11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.  
 

Saturday, September 28: “Finding Your Japanese Roots” at California Genealogical Society, 
Oakland. Requires early pre-registration. See enclosed flier.  

 

October 
 

Monday, October 7: SJCGS Board meeting at 6:30 p.m. All members welcome. 
 

Thursday, October 17: General membership meeting at Troke Library from 5:45 p.m. until 
7:45 p.m. Featured speaker: Robert Givens from FamilySearch.org. 
 

Saturday, October 26: Beginners’ Genealogy workshop at Margaret Troke Library from 11:00 
a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 
 

Saturday, October 26: Genealogical DNA Seminar with Katherine Borges, sponsored by the 
Genealogical Society of Stanislaus County. Pre-register by September 30. 
 

November 
 

Monday, November 4: SJCGS Board meeting at 6:30 p.m. All members welcome. 
 

Thursday, November 21: General membership meeting and annual election of officers at the 
Margaret Troke Library from 5:45 p.m. until 7:45 p.m.  

Did You Know? 
 

It helps to pay attention to newsletters from 
neighboring genealogical societies. The Kern 
County Genealogy Society President found 
this item in “The Past Finder” from the Hemet-
San Jacinto Genealogical Society, and 
passed it along. 
 

Found: a website providing links to thousands 
of digital books on genealogy, biographies 
and history, set up by Mollie Lynch of Clark-
ston, Michigan. You can download many of 
these books on your own computer. Check it 
out at http://genealogybooklinks.com/.  
         ~Melinda Lambaren 

.Newsletter Copy Deadline 
 

The San Joaquin County Genealogical Soci-
ety newsletter is published nine times a year: 
monthly from January through June and Sep-
tember through November. 
 

Upcoming copy deadline is September 25, 
2013. Guest submissions pertaining to topics 
of specific interest to the San Joaquin County 
Genealogical Society are welcome. Please 
submit articles in either Microsoft Word or 
plain text format to the attention of the 
SJCGS Newsletter Editor via email at 
sjcogensoc@gmail.com. 



Upcoming California  

Genealogical Society Seminars  
 

With the library and headquarters of the 
California Genealogical Society located so 
close to us in nearby Oakland, we have 
several opportunities to avail ourselves of 
their educational presentation. 
 

First, be sure to avail yourself of the up-
coming “Mad About Maps Genealogy 
Seminar,” to be presented by the CGS at 
their library in Oakland on Saturday after-
noon, September 14, from 1:00 to 4:00. 
The workshop will be presented by profes-
sional genealogist, professor of geography 
and author, Dr. Melinda Kashuba. Cost for 
the workshop is $20 for CGS members, 
$40 for non-members. More information 
and online registration may be accessed 
here. Be sure to register soon; registration 
is limited to thirty participants. 
 

Later in September, the CGS will be offer-
ing “Finding Your Japanese Roots in the 
U.S. and in Japan” on the 28th, again from 
1:00 to 4:00 p.m. This seminar is part of 
their Ethnic Research series, and is suit-
able for beginners as well as more experi-
enced researchers. The workshop is free 
to CGS members; non-member fee is $20. 
Again, registration is limited to thirty par-
ticipants, so see the enclosed flier for more 
information and directions for online regis-
tration.  
 

Interested in Carpooling to  

Nearby Seminars?  
 

If you spot an announcement for an out-of-
town genealogy workshop you are inter-
ested in attending but are reluctant to drive 
to by yourself, send us the workshop infor-
mation in an email at sjcogen-
soc@gmail.com. We’ll be glad to help con-
nect SJCGS members interested in car-
pooling to nearby workshops or seminars.  

Want to Become More  

Involved in Your Society?  
 

Here are some of the latest opportunities 
for members to become more involved in 
your Genealogical Society. If one of these 
activities interests you, we’d love to hear 
from you! 
 

• Volunteer along with other SJCGS 
members as a genealogy research 
coach at the Chavez library in down-
town Stockton on Tuesdays from 10:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Our research 
coaches provide guidance to begin-
ners’ questions on genealogical re-
search, either regarding our extensive 
collection of books we’ve donated to 
the library, or concerning online re-
search using the library edition of An-
cestry.com. To see how you can help, 
please join us at Chavez library on 
Tuesdays, or call Virginia Kranz at 
209 477 0634, or email her at 
r.kranz@comcast.net. 

 

• If you have a talent as a gracious host 
or hostess, volunteer to assist or head 
up our Welcoming committee, coordi-
nating refreshments for our general 
meetings and beginners’ workshops. 
To get involved, contact Melinda Lam-
baren at chasmellamb@gmail.com or 
call 209 477 3209. 

 

• Consider running for office. Each of our 
officers serve for a term of one year. 
SJCGS conducts elections for the up-
coming calendar year during our No-
vember meeting. We are looking for 
candidates interested in running for the 
offices of President, Vice President, 
Secretary, Treasurer and Librarian. If 
you’re not quite ready to nominate 
yourself or another member for an of-
fice, consider volunteering for one of 
our many committees as a way to get 
more involved in SJCGS. 



Call for Nominations for 

Upcoming Elections  
 

According to the timeline established in 
our recently-updated bylaws, the SJCGS 
is in the process of establishing the 2013 
Nominating Committee and preparing to 
submit a slate of officers for the elections 
which will be held during our November 
meeting. This vital process helps your 
Society determine its leadership for the 
upcoming calendar year. Please help us 
by volunteering your suggestions, nomi-
nations—and even your own time to help 
make this effort a success! 
 

Consider volunteering to serve on the 
Nominating Committee itself, helping 
the committee to seek qualified candi-
dates for each of the Society’s elected 
offices. If you are interested in being a 
part of this committee, we need to hear 
from you immediately. Please email the 
Committee Chairperson, Jacqi Stevens, 
at afamilytapestry@gmail.com before 
Sunday, September 15. 
 

The Nominating Committee needs input 
from our membership. Please provide 
suggestions for qualified candidates for 
the offices of President, Vice President, 
Secretary, Treasurer and Librarian. You 
are also welcome to nominate yourself 
for any of these offices.  
 

In mid September, the Nominating Com-
mittee will send out a call for nomina-
tions to all members. Please be sure to 
respond to this request as quickly as 
possible, to assist the committee in pre-
paring its slate of officers to submit at the 
October 7 Board meeting. 
 

Once the slate is accepted by the Board, 
it will be distributed to membership in 
preparation for the November 21 elec-
tion. 

Writing Your Family’s Story?  
 

If you have considered writing a book on 
your family’s history, you will be inter-
ested in an upcoming workshop to be 
presented at local libraries. Author Linda 
Weaver Clarke, who has published sev-
eral historical romance novels, travels 
the country teaching a two-hour Family 
Legacy workshop. The goal of the class 
is to help participants get their family his-
tory in writing in a variety of story for-
mats. 
 

Linda Weaver Clarke is scheduled to 
speak on Wednesday, September 18, 
from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Manteca library, 
followed by the same presentation at the 
Maya Angelou branch from 4 to 6. 
 

On Friday, September 20, from 3 to 5 
p.m., she will teach at the Chavez library 
in downtown Stockton. Since a small 
group of SJCGS members are interested 
in attending this session, the author has 
agreed to meet with us for a follow-up 
Question and Answer session over 
dinner. If you plan on joining this 
group, please let us know by sending 
an email to sjcogensoc@gmail.com.  
 

Those not able to attend any of these 
weekday sessions can still join in on the 
Saturday session at the Modesto library. 
A flier for the Modesto session is en-
closed with this newsletter, and provides 
more information on the class. 
 

Help Spread the Word  
 

We’ve enclosed a flier on our upcoming 
Beginning Genealogy workshop on Sep-
tember 28. If you know of people who 
are interested in researching their family 
history but could use some help getting 
started, this would be an excellent way to 
begin . Please pass along the announce-
ment to others. 



New Publications of the  
 

 

Death Records of Casa Bonita Mausoleum    $15.00 
Stockton, CA  August 1928 to December 1948   Book 1 
Soft cover, indexed, 101 pages 
      
Death Records of Casa Bonita Mausoleum    $15.00 
Stockton, CA  1949 to1958 & 1967 to 1970   Book 2  
Soft cover, indexed, 81 pages 
 
Purchase both of the above books number 1 and 2  $25.00 
 
Both books are alphabetical by the name of the deceased and written in the same format. 
Information includes their name, their birth date and place, their death date and place, their 
parents’ names and place of birth, and the place of interment.  
Many of the cremations were patients of the Stockton State Hospital, Modesto State Hospi-
tal, San Joaquin General Hospital and the Brett Harte Sanitarium in Murphys 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
  Sub Total     ---------------------------- 
 
  CA residents add .08% sales tax               ---------------------------- 
 
  Postage $2.50 for the first book and 50 cents ---------------------------- 
    for each additional book.   
  Total      ----------------------------  
 
 
Mail orders to 
San Joaquin Genealogical Society 
P. O. Box 690243 
Stockton, CA 95269-0243 
 
   Name_______________________________________________ 
    
   Address_____________________________________________ 
 
   City, State, Zip________________________________________ 

San Joaquin Genealogical Society 







 











Stockton to Host Seminar 
 

The SJCGS is honored to be selected as 
host for the upcoming day-long seminar 
sponsored by the California State Genea-
logical Alliance. The Saturday event will be 
held at the University of the Pacific next 
February 22. 
 

The event will feature classes by four 
widely-recognized genealogists from the 
California State Genealogical Alliance. 
Look for more information on seminar top-
ics and registration directions in this news-
letter soon. 

Resources for Beginners 
 

If you have friends asking for tips on how to 
get started with genealogical research, 
don’t forget to tell them about the SJCGS 
resources available at the Chavez library in 
downtown Stockton. 
 

SJCGS volunteers are on hand at the 
Chavez branch every Tuesday from 10:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. to provide answer begin-
ners’ questions on genealogical research. 
The well-stocked genealogical reference 
area also provides a wealth of resources to 
beginners and advanced researchers alike. 

Tools to Help You 

Use Maps For Research  
 

When you document your family’s history, do 
you include the use of historic maps? If not—or 
if you wish to find more directions on how to do 
so—consider these great resources. 
 

Rocky Mountain Corridor genealogist Jen 
Baldwin recently wrote a great overview on us-
ing maps at Archives.com. In her article, 
“Exploring Your Ancestors’ World With Geog-
raphy,” Jen described the “secret weapon” you need to know about in using maps for re-
search, and she lists online and CD resources for finding a wide variety of historic maps. 
 

Genealogy blogger (and fellow newsletter editor for the Chula Vista Genealogical Society) 
Randy Seaver recently posted on how he used historic maps to determine the transporta-
tion routes westward his immigrating ancestors might have taken. Also, in Randy’s 
“Genealogy Links” page, scroll down to the heading “Maps,” for additional resources. 
 

If you prefer relying on books, last July blogger Colleen Brown Pasquale reviewed William 
Dollarhide’s Map Guide to America’s Migration Routes and explained how the book helped 
her determine her fourth great-grandfather’s route through the Indian Nations to the West-
ern Country in 1811, in an interesting article you can read by clicking here. 
 

Countless other online resources can boost your genealogy research. Click on these others 
to explore the possibilities. An international example uses surnames from County Clare in 
Ireland, the Newberry Library provides an Atlas of Historical County Boundaries, the Old 
Maps Online Portal allows you to search maps from around the world. There’s a lot to be 
learned from bloggers, too. The Legal Genealogist Judy Russell shares map resources she 
discovered from Samford University’s Institute for Genealogical and Historical Research. 
Lisa Louise Cooke’s Genealogy Gems checks out FamilySearch’s Map App. Even Mash-
able gets in the act, showing you how to customize your own Google Map—handy for track-
ing, say, family immigrations. Hey, there’s even a genealogy map resource on Pinterest! 
With so many ideas, it isn’t hard to imagine how you can put maps to good use, too. 



San Joaquin County Genealogical SocietySan Joaquin County Genealogical SocietySan Joaquin County Genealogical SocietySan Joaquin County Genealogical Society    
 

Dues are for the year — January to December 2013 

$10 per member — or — $15 per family 
 

We appreciate your support through your renewal of membership dues. 

Circle Appropriate:Circle Appropriate:Circle Appropriate:Circle Appropriate:        RenewalRenewalRenewalRenewal    New Member   //   IndividualNew Member   //   IndividualNew Member   //   IndividualNew Member   //   Individual    FamilyFamilyFamilyFamily    
    

Name____________________________________ Phone # _________________ 
 
Address_____________________________________________________________ 
 
City and State_____________________________ Zip code_________________ 
 
Email Address_____________________________ 
 May we send your newsletters and announcements by email? Yes_____       No_____ 
 

I will help with the following (check all that apply): 
_____Research (Do research for those who request our Society’s services) 
_____Projects (We always need transcribers and typists) 
_____Program Committee (Help set up programs and speakers for meetings) 
_____Volunteer work in the Genealogy Collection at the Chavez Central Library 
 

Please mail dues to Barry Wood, 1910 S. Church St., Lodi, CA 95240 
Make checks payable to San Joaquin Genealogical Society 

San Joaquin County Genealogical SocietySan Joaquin County Genealogical SocietySan Joaquin County Genealogical SocietySan Joaquin County Genealogical Society    
P. O. Box 690243 
Stockton, CA 95269-0243 


