Cover letter for the "Ring Fight Study"

I wanted to add this cover letter to the study of Ben.
Fickens and the Ring Fight for =zseveral ressons. The +irst is
simply that we are desling with & substancial amount of
information in regard to Oconee County that 1 highly
debatable. The cecond is that a substancial amount of
information in Oconee County that has dubious or hearsay
origine. The third is simply that what pecple often want to
believe has little or ro basis in documentary reality. And
the fowrth i= that much of the information guoted regarding
Uconee County has origins that were accepted without being
completely checked and examined at the time, or since. I
thought it best to go ahead and give sxamples of all of these
thirnge at one time so that I can be "hanged" on the spot.
Meedless to comment, I have more than genercus evidence to
cupport all of the below exemples even thouagh only the so
called "Ring Fight of 177%" will be reasonably covered in this
issue. Even so, all of these subjects, except Spanish
exploration, are often interrelated in terms of the research
and the documentstion.

0f Spanish euploration in Ocones County: Charles Hudson
and others noted for their work in Anthropology have presented
& most convincing picture of DelSota’'s travels based on
archenlogical amd anthropoligical work done during the past 48
VESES, he route they rather convincingly document doss not
pass through thie area or even particularily close to this
ArEd. Hudson refutes the work of earlier ressarchers
including Swanton. Hudson's work shows DeSota crossing the
upper reaches of the Santees and continuing up the Catawba into
Morth Carolina. Becauss Hudson is & very distinuished living
authority in the field of Anthropelogy, it is most likely that
Fis work will be the accepted information for ysars to comneg
howsver, vou may =zafely assume that this will not be the last
word on this subjsct. Hud=son's previous work on Pardo shows a
zimiliar route. Thus, if vou are even thinking of hoping to
demonstrate that either Fardo or DeSota passed through the
upper western part of South Carolina, vou had better be
prepared to go up against some "hig guns in the academic
warld”, who currently boast generous amounts of supporting
information and archeological research. The route of Delota
and Fardo are examples of debatable information, in that the
opinions offered by noted professional researchers have
changed and been in conflict with each cother so0 much over the
VESIS.,
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OFf Oconeese Station: Even though in my opinion, the exact
date of the rock building on that property calied "Uconee
Station” will always remain unknown, it is virtually certain
that tMorntgomery nor his troope nor anybody else connected with
Montgomery built the rock building in circa 1768. The British
were gobd bookkeepere (fortunately) and rather detailed
accounts of expenditures from large sums down to miserly sums
can be located for this eupedition. The rock building is
probably going to eventually be declared circa 178%; however,



there is no particular reason to even assume that the rock
building was a part of a larger complex of now gone presumably
wooden bulldings call "Ocones Station. I nmow have total
contidence that those building that were called "Uconee
Station” will prove to date to circa 1792. It is suspected
that the rock building became & part of Oconee Station;
however, so far no evidence has surfaced to support this
conclusion. Ocomnee Station is & classic example of something
based on dubiocus and hearsay origins. For in fact, I believe
we are on the verge of discovering the origins of this first
story about the 1768 date, the three outposts, etc. This
story apparently came into being sometime in the 192Z28s as
evidence will show that it was not sven a quoted story prior
to that date.

Of settlement in this area before 1783%: Even though a
number of people want to believe that permanent settlers were
in Ocones County pricor to this date, and even that some
individuals had grants from the King {or his representatives)
for land in this area, there has yvet to surface the first
shred of evidence to support anybody being in Fickens or
Oconee County as permanent settlers between September of 1776
and September of 1783. Mor has there thus far surfaced any
csupport for a KEing's grant or any evidence to clearly indicate
that any of the white Indian traders remained in this same
noted area between the above noted dates. In fact, there wers
laws prohibiting the sale of Indian lande in this reglion to
white men. There is ann ever growing body of very substancisl
evidence to support the above statements just made-—-—i.
that nobhody other than some whites riding the frontier as
mounted horsemen, some men stationed at Fort Rutledge, and
some Indians were apparent in the Fickens and Ocones areas
during these years. Even though there are Revolutionary
Soldiers buried in Oconee County, there has not surtaced any
evidence to support any claims that any of these people were
permanent settlers here prior to 17833 nor have I seen or been
able to locate over the last 18 years any evidence to even
suggest any settlers in this area between Sept. of 1776 and
Sept. of 178L. The only people that I have ever been able to
successfully locate were Alexander Cameron and his band of
tories and some Indian traders. What very few people as were
living in Oconee County between 1782 and 1798 can be traced to
other areas by those willing to do the proper research. Even
though I begged people making such claims for supporting
documentary evidence, nothing has ever been presented in any
way to make me think otherwise. I personally fesl that anyone
who is planning to continue to make such claims shiould be
prepared to present their evidence in writing to the public or
otherwise simply admit that they are wrong before another
generation grows up gquoting hearsay. I lastly, in regard to
this subject, quote from the people living in the Western
Corner of South Caroclina in the early 1798 who, 1in my
spinion, are a reasocnable source of authority for knowing what
was actually happening in this area and certainly better than
whatever we happen to want to believe.
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[From the Grand Jury report of the people living
in the Washington District (present GBreenville,
fnderson, Pickens, and Oconee County) published in
17941 We contemplate with great pleasure, that

("r



Fendleton county, which in the year 1784, did not
contain twenty families, in the beginning of the
year 1793, at this time, contains thirteen
thousand souls/———-what an astonishing effort of
population! ! ! + . .

[arcther account from 1794 presumably writt

people to the South in Edgefield County states
regard to the Pendleton County 1 ... of Fendleton
county, which about eight years ago was a
desert,c.can

I might add that the twenty families which they note can be
reasonably accounted for, as well as setablishing the fact
that their locations in places other than this area before
1783 can be documented and established. Lastly I will note
that none of the numbers of travel accounts ever mentian
ceeing & white family as permansnt ssttlers f(other than
Cameron should one want to push the point), nor a chuwch, nor
any groups of settlers, nor Oconee Station, nor anything else
to make one think that there were settlers in this area prior
to 1785, It is more than apparent that white settlement 1n
Oconee County is & subject with & beginning no @arlier than
1783, Anyone wishing to scoff at these remarks are cordially
invited to prove thesze accounts of 1794 in ervror; otherwise
the idea of continuing to contend otherwise rather strikes me
as nothing more than promoting hearsay and a considerable
public disservice. I would like to lastly add that continued
research will most likely eventually prove that the entire
popul ation of Oconee County as late as 1790 was very small and
that these few people lived in small groups on less tham 1% of
all the available land in the county. Current evidence tends
to zupport the idea that scarcely any degree af settlement had
verntured far up_the main creeks and rivers off the Seneca and
the Tugaloo even by 179@ (i.e. not far up into the areas near
the creeke and rivers in the lower half of UOconees County from
approximately Madison across to Clemsonl. Later travel
accounts and census records speak accordingly of the small
popul ation of Oconee County.

0f the =¢ called "Ring Fight ot 1779%: It is
particularily important that we have a working knowledge of
what materials were at least generally available to the public
at any point in time in order to have & working knowledge of
possible scurce materials used by & particular person of aroup
of per=sons. In 192% when the Wizard of Tamassee Chapter of
the D.A.R. erected the marker to "the Ring Fight" of 1779,
which Alice Noble Waring would later attempt to give
credibility as a "second ring fight", these D.&4.R. members had
little research materials to work with other than a few dated
Seuth Carclina History school textbooks. The one reference
book perhaps available to at least some members of the D.A.R.
wae the work entitled History of the Upper County of South
Carolina reputed to have been the notes of John H. lLogan for
second volume. These notes were published by a Georgia
Chapter of the D.A.R. in 1910. Information in this boock was
supplied by someone who had copied the infaormation from the
material supplied by Lyman C. Draper by way of the refuted
notes of John H. Logan: who got his information from John K.
Marshall of Anderson in 1858:; who had gotten his information
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1 emingly picked up most of his
information Gardern's Second series of Anecdotes of the
American Rewvolutiorn published in 1828 from sources currently
unknoswn . F.lW. Fickens also also claims to have obtained some
informaticrn from his father which he used in these letters of
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It is particularily interesting to note that a reference
in the published volume of the refuted notes of Logan,
pp.78-79 of Vol. T of the new edition of Barden’'s Anecdoetes a7
the American Revolution is cited as the reference. This
reference could not possibly have been supplisd by F.bh
Fickens in his letters of 1847 as the three volums work was
not published until 17 years later in 1845. The original 1848
volume, of which photocopies of the original pages are
enclosed in this study, clearly show the date to be 1776. The
material now on a markesr, gquoted for years and years and
written wup in books and articles and distributed statewide 1s
seemingly, just as A.L. FPickens predicted in the mid 193U@s, =3
misprint from yvears past. frivone seriocusly interested in this
subject should compare the better accounts of the First Battle
of Tamassees wiith the story of Capt. Michael Watson on pp.
S543-558 of Jozeph Jdohnson's Traditions and R@miﬂfzcenses af
the American Revaolution in the Zouth. This related story is
from the same times frames ggually nesar Little Rlver but with =a
different hero. I had written this entire study before I
happened to realize that the Barden reference to F.ul
Fickens comments was added lang after his original letters
that in fact, the 1779 =o long attributed to F.W. Fickens is
in fact taken from the 1828 =dition of Series two of Garden.
Equally, I now tend to simply acknowledge the ides advanced by
A.l. FPickens that in all of this rewriting &nd retelling, the
& was simply transposed at some point in time to a 9. The
18465 edition alsc gives the 1776 date. (iet me add that I
helieve there is one other reference having some authority
that eqgually gives the 1779 date:; however, I have failed to
locate it thus far.)

The Wizard of Tamassee Chapter of the D.AGR. apparently
recognizing the need for proper recognition of some form +or
General FPickens undoubtably used what they considered a sowce
book to gather the information they neesded to support &
fitting marker. Let me carsefully state that sven with the
help of telephones, consulting authorities, and a bountiful
guanity of resource materials, I only located the reference in
the Second series of Garden with great difficulty and after a
most considerable amount of effort. And in fact, 1 don't
believe that I would ever have located it without a clue
offered in the works of A.L. Fickens. There i1s, in my
opinion, little way that the D.A.R. members of 1925 could have
laocated this refence or sven have checked the printed
materials in the 1910 edition (it is not easy te check them
presently). Even thouagh there remalns come materials to
further examine, it is becoming increasingly apparent that the
"Ring Fight of 1779" iz an example of material that was
accepted without being completely checked or examined f{even
though such was virtually impossible at the time).

Meedless to comment, I have no interest in tearing down
1d stories and long accepted information; however, I believe



that 1t 18 greatly more ilmportant thalt we have ocur history as
correct as possible for future generaticons of school children
no matter whom such information may presently slightly offend.
Az such, I have no interest in anyone accepting any of my
comments as "gospel" in anvway. In fact, I will be gracicusly
happy to work with anyone to discredit any of the remarks just
presented-———tor I trather tend to want to bslisve the old
stories myself. Az sven such a careful scholar as Dr. Lewis
F. Jones remarked to me regarding Oconee Station: "but Me.
Holder, it i=s =such a wonderful story!". For better or worse
there are a lot of things that I would like to believe about
thise area: however, until some evidence comes to light to at
least vaguely support these concepts, I think that they will
remain in my private notebooks.

In the particular case of General Fickens, we might
review the comment made by William Gilmore Simms:

It i a curious fact that ouwr people will treasure
carefully the traditional reputation of &
remarkable man, without preserving any of the
details of which that general reputation was made.

Such seems to be the case with GBeneral Pickens. Until the
publication of Logean’'s reputed second volume in 192180, people
appear to have been only aware that Fickens was a very +Tamous
figure of the Revolution without understanding why. Bl
Fickens did much to solve this problem with his Shyagun=ta an
flice Noble Waring carried the exploraetion even further with
The Fighting Elder. Claude Ferguson undoubtably recognizing
faults with both of these bookes attempted to fill in some gaps
with this FPh.D. thesis entitled "General Andrew Fickens".
Howewver I continue to maintain that a definative bicoraphy of
Fickens has yet to be written. Evern small documented studies
by local historians such as ocurselves will eventually help
forward such an sffort.



GENERAL FICKENS AND THE S0 CALLED RING FIGHTE OF TAMASSEE

"The Battle of Tamassee" and/or "The Ring Fight", "The
Sepcond HBattle of Tamassee” and/or "the Sscond Ring Fight" are
names not unfamiliar to many people in the upper western
corner of South Caroclina. I can certainly testify that I have
heard them since the time I was a child. Until recently I,
rnot unlike nearly evervone else, simply accepted these events
as happenings well reprecsented in the annals of history.
Unfortunately, these events are hardly well represented, and
in fact, what information as does exist ie clouded with =ome
degree of confusion.

Several very interesting points have zurfaced during
this investigation:

€13 There iz seeminogly no actual contemporary evidence
to truly support the idea that the battle at Tamasesee in 17746
was a ring fight and there iz sgually no contemporary @vidence
to =upport & ring fight at Tamassee in 1779,

(23 Even though a marker was errected in 1225 ta "The

arprid Battle at Tamassee in 17797, the evidence for such an
event is based on reportszs that nearly svery scholar of the
past fourty years who has examined the subject agrees refer to
the battle that ococwrred in 1776, Alice hoble Waring attempts
to provide some deocumentation to support thie supposed battles
however, her effort is entirely unsatisfactory. A.L. FPickens
Mad already decided by the mid 1938@s that the notes regarding
this battle (1779) actually referred to the battle in 1776 or
that there was some confusion over a conjectured battle
whereby the word Tennessee had been confused with Tamassee Lhe
cites an interesting example of this type of word confusionld.
Clyde Ferguson in the perhbaps the only ressonably well
footnoted study of General Fickens plainly notes that there
was but one battle at Tamassee and that this battle cccws in
1776 I will quickly peint ocut that although I have not
examined the Draper manuscript in detail, I am partially
familiar with the references which Ferguson notes . As such,
I carn‘t say that I find his footnote to the First Battle of
Tamassee totally saticsfactory even though it far exceeds the
ane offered by Waring on this 1776 event. In this writer's
opinion, Waring's footnotes are sometimes impossible to
follow.
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SFECIAL NOTE: Arnvone who is aware of the sheer size of the
Draper Manuscript and has some familiarity with it is aware
that few people have examined the entire manuscript. Fieces
and parts of it are to be found on microfilm scattered among &
rumber of institutional libraries here in 5. 0. To the best of
my knowledge no complete copy of it exists within South
Carclina. It is well to point out that small reprint volume
entitled Histary of the Upper Country of South Carolina. Yol .
I1 and commonly available in the Uconee County Library Bystem
ic actually material from the Draper Manuscript. The
introduction to this =small volume states that it was secured
at great expencse which no doubt is correct since 1t had to be
copied by hand from the Draper Manuscript Collection saometime
before 1918. It is to be regreted that someone’'s 40
apparently prevented them from noting that they had obtained



thige material from the Draper Collection. Unless vou would
like to personally check the Draper Collection to confirm this
information, vou may note the initiale of L.C.D. {Lyvman C.
Draper) in some of the guoted meaterials below that are noted
as being from Logans Vol.Il.

(= A.L. Pickens appears to offer the only insight and
explanation regarding the actual confusion that exists about
various ring fightes and "The Second EBattle of Tamassee'.
Waring triecs to treat it as a happening while Ferguson simply
dismisses it as non existant. Ferguson does by far the best
job of documenting the activities of Fickens during 1779. it
is Ferguson who provides the only insight into the actual
possihilites of Ben. Fickens even being in this area for any
purpaose duwring 1779. The South Carclina Department of
Archives and History does not include a Second Battle of
Tamassee in their list of Revolutionary bar Battles within the
State of South Carclina. A rnumber of experts in the field of
Fevolutionary Scouth Carocline consulted during this study
concur with Ferguson. Equally variocus individuales who have
actually gone through the ordeal of examining large parte of
the "Draper Manuszcript! on microfilm and in particular one
reputed account of thi= supposed battle are a1l of the opinion
that the date for this svent was 17746 [i.e. the "First Eing
Battle"J.

{4) The accounts that actually recant the more graphic
evernts of the First Battle of Tamassese as it involves General
Fickens and the Indians were sesmingly written years after the
fact.

(5) fLinda Skelton’s publication of sutobiographical
materials relatirng to General Pickens does little to reinforce
the accounte noted in #4; however, thanks to Ms. Bkeltan, we
do have the life of General Fickens in his own words.

{6) The erection of the marker at Tamasses in 1225
probably resulted from the publication in 1210 of the Logan
Manuscipt (from the Draper Collection...see SFECIAL NOTE on
first page of Fickens study).

L) It is more than obvious that General Fickens has
Fad am excellent unsolicited public relations campaign going
on his behalf for the pacst one hundred, fifty-plus years.
While Pickens bravery at the Hattle of Tamaszsee in 1776 may
have been legendary, it was but ocne example of the brave acts
of any number of individuals during the many other days of the
Williamson Campaign of 177&4. To hear people recant this event,
one wouwld think that it was the cutsetanding event of the
campaigny or, as is more often the case, that this Battle of
Tamassee was an 1solated battle that was not even related to
other events. It ie mnot unusual in the annals of history for
various individuals to remember and record the events related
to the famous sometimes at the expense of the leszs than
famoue. The actual journals of the Williamson Campaign and
other documents well point to other individuals, perhaps not
as well known, but egually deserving our admiration.

(8) I would like to conclude the principal issues
raiced by this investigation by pointing out that serious
research by anyone on this subject will raise substanical



guestions as to the actual happening regarding General Pichkens
in this area from 1775-1782. The sccounts of Gemeral Fickens
and his activities are certainly mot as clear cut as his
biographers would lsad us to beliesve. It is more than esvident
that there is a certain degree of confusion over the dating.
There is massive confusion in the footnotes that pertain to
this subject...especially in regard to Anecdotes af the
Revolution by Garden (only A.L. Fickensz even hints that the
information is to be found in Series II [Yol I11 of the work
[Very few people are aware of the 1828 (Series two)l
publication which followed the 1822 work or of the three
volume 18465 workl). A.L. Fickens and Feragueon cite the Ross
and/or the Fairey jownals in thelr references [neither of
these journals make sven the first mention of General
Fickensel: and Waring cites a8 & sowce for the Second Eattle
of Tamassee the work of A.L. Fickens [whe goeses to some length
to express the idea that the Second Battle of Tamassee was
nothing but an account of the First RBattle of Tamassee with an
incorrect datel. The cited materials to be found in this
study will add even more confusion to the issue.

After pursuing this research, this writer ((F.C.H.)
recognizes origins of substancial confusion and rather —gets
the general feesling that a =second ring fight or battle at
Tamassee i probably unlikelyv. There can be no doubt that
General Fickens was inveolved in & contlict with the Indians as
part of the Williamson Campaign of 1774 as the one absolutely
clear reference as found in the Colonial Records of MNorth
Carolima will =show. MHowever any discussion beyvond thi= point
will certainly inveolved expanded ressarch and a far better
presentation of the subiect than has bheen previocusly
presented. I persanally think that to deny that General
Fickens was possibly involved in other conflicts in this area
following 1774 is a bit nmaive. It is certasinly possible that
Fickens returned to this area ate-some point in ftime during the
vears following 1774 and before 17833 however a second Rattle
at Tamassee with many of the same details of the first is
highly suspect.

The purpose of presenting any of this material 1s not to
argue the points about this battle nor fto offend the Wizard of
Tamasszee Chapter of the D.4.R. members who originally put up
the marker, but rather to point cut that this so called
"Sepcond Ring Fight!" camnot in &ll good faith be included in a
history of this county until someone provides some
documentation on the subiect that will successfully establish
it as an actual happening without guestion a&s to it being a
rehash of the First Battle of Tamassee. It is to be hoped
that members of the Historical Society and the D.AR. will
pursue an active and continuing investigation to determine the
exact truth [if such iz possiblel regarding this subject.
Although I have read throwugh the Pickens manuscript and
published letters once, I am planning to recheck them for any
gevidence of thic supposed Second Battle of Tamassee or any
other later events as pertains to Uconee County. be will
maturally want to obtein photocopies from the Draper
Hanuzscript +or our files regarding this subject.

There is much to be learned about Gen. Fickens that his
sympathetic and family related biographers have left out.
Clyde Ferguson demonstates thics peosition to some degree.



Unfortunately, I am of the opinion that the work done by Clyde
Ferguson will probably be the last cerious research of Genesral
Fickens' life and work for sometime to comes. The work of
Ferguson has not been published as & book (although available
trom University Microfilms) and remains as a FhD. Thesis. It
is to be zincerely hoped that eventually zomeone will produce
a usable, readable, and accurate commercially published
biography of thie famous and legendary man for the general
publki s 1 personally find the work of Waring biased and at
times guestionable and would recommend her book only in so far
as 1t provides a reasonable outline of some of the events of
Fickens life.

Lastly I would like teo hazzard the gusss that both A.L.
Fickens and Alice Noble Waring actually wrote large portions
of their books from the scapebooks of the various members of
the Fickens Family {(zome of which contained materiale going
back to the 1788s!) and then simply filled in the "picture”
with other materiales and documentation. Homever in all
fairness, Alice Noble Waring made a fine contribution to
future efforts by collecting numerous photocopies of Fickensg’
letters from numerous depositories and archives. &l though he
supplied no footnotes, I would perscnally recommend the work
of &.L. Fickens to the casual reader. This iz not a "great
bock", but A.L. Pickens hasg a way of keeping vou entertailned
while providing lots of small but interesting clues about
things in this area. A.L. Pighkens does supply & Biblioagraphy
of works consulted, a feature sorely missing in Waring’' s work
wWhere her use of criptic footnotes mandates some method of
determining just what it is that she is referring to at that
time.

Iin her book The Fighting Elder: Andrew Fickens
(1737-1817), (Columbaz University of South Carclina Preses,
1962.), Alice Neoble Waring on pps. 21-32 deals with the so
Called "bBecond Hine Fight" which Waring calle the "second
battle of Tamasses" as follows:-

After FPickens and his men left Lincoln, they
reached mountainous regions and were in the valley
of Tamassee Creek when the Indians attacked them
in an open field near a cane brake. This was the
second battle of Tamassee.

Outnumbered and surrounded by a band of
yelling painted warriors, Fickens got a few men
into the brake where they set fire to the cane.
Fickens was about to give up when the Indians
mistook the explosion of the cane joints for rifle
tire from reinforcements and retreated.

A monument near the site of Fickens' last
home marks the battlefield:

COMMEMORATING THE RING FIGBHT, THE LAST
AND MOST DESFPERATE BATTLE BETWEEN
GENERAL ANDREW PICKENS AND THE

CHEROKEE INDIANS. FOUGHT IN
IMMEDIATE VACINITY
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1779 /O
ERECTED 1925
WIZARD OF TAMASSEE CHAFTER

D.A.R., SENECA, S.C.

Az footnotes for thie information, Waring cites:

Skvagun=sta, p. 53; Hermnnig [this is presumably Hesnnig,
en kohn, Great South Carelinians: VYol 1.1, p. 1886. and also
ests that the reader comsult note 44 pf Chapter I which
Y& to David Duncan Wallace, Histary of 2.C., VYol.1I, p.

. [Waring undoubtably mesans note 44 of Chapter II ss best as
can cdetermine her meaningl.

I find her references to be totally unsatisfactory for
in fact the reference to note 44 regards the A.L. Fickens’
First Ring Battle (the Battle of Tamassee 177&) and can hardly
be cited as any sort of proof for a Second Ring Battle or
Second Hattle of Tamassee, Hennig does not provide references
of any kind for her materials and A.L. Fickens in Skvagunsta:
The Border HWizard Owl on pps. 53-54 accords the story the
status of a legend as +ollows:

To this same year belongs the fascinating and
elusive legend of the second battle of Tomassee,
or the "Ring Fight."

In this legend, Colonel Fickens, presumably
back from the Low-country with his troops, has
reached the mountainous regions of the
northwestern tip of the state. They had come to
the valley of Tomassee creek, when unexpectedly
they found themselves opposed by an Indian force
placed by some witers at ten times the number of
the whites.

OQuickly the colonel called for twenty—-five
men to scout ahsad and divert the attention of the
enemy while arrangements were made for a fight.
Robert Fickens was one of the number volunteering
for this dangerous service. A number of the
force, suspecting no danger, had fallen somewhat
behind the advanced party and to Joseph FPickens,
fell the task of hurrying these forward.

Tradition states that in his excitement he gave
vent to a burst of such vieolent language as shamed
the standards of the family, and by no means met
with the approval of the colonel. The arrival of
the loiterers, however, may have held in it the
suggestion that still others were behind and so
proved valuable. The fight occurred in an open
old field near a canebrake, and a hand to hand
encounter lasted three guarters of an hour. The
painted, yelling savages, were pressing the whites
together with the ring formation, so dreaded in
frontier warfare, and fatal to Custer and others.
Opposing the bloody tomahawks doggedly, but



fighting only in desperation, the whites struggl ed
or, and succeeded, in spite of the ring in
effecting an entrance into the nearby cane-brake
in sufficient numbers to carry out a ruse, clever
but desperate. The cane—brake was set on fire,
and the huge joints filling with steam, each
exploded with a loud report startlingly like the
crack of a rifle. Concealed numbers, some
additional shouting, and other attendant noises
were sufficient when added to the sharp crack of
the canes to give the impression of additional
reinforcements hurrying up from the rear. The
nervous savages, so often thwarted by the arival
[sic] of reinforcements, gave up the battle and
fled. The whites were, no doubt, guite as
surprised at the sudden relief as were their foes.
Pickens had all but abandoned hope and had been
expecting that all of his force would be scalped.

Now, if we eliminate the incident of the cane
brake, a clever textualist and higher critic can
build almost the whole of this legend from
previous battles and skirmishes.

Twenty—five men who went forward as scouts,
and the part played by Joseph Pickens in the rear,
sound like echoes from the skirmish on Little
river in 1776&.

The number of savages engaged, ten times as
many, roughly agrees with eight times as many said
to have been encounted there.

The desperate fight with the Cherokees at
Coweechee, or Noewee, appears to have been
designated also as the Ring Fight: the Indians
having formed a horse-shoe there, had pressed the
whites into & circle. Thie also occurred in 1776,
cand near the Tennessee.

Now the words, Tomassee, Tanassee, and
Tennessee, have been badly mixed at times. One
account makes Tomassee, the home of the general
after the war, to read Tennessee. They fought at
Tomassee.

The legend states that this was the last and
most desperate fight that Pickens held with the
Cherokees. If he regarded Cherokees and
Chickamaugas as separate nations, that could be
said of the fight of Coweechee, also called Ring
Battle, fought near the Tennessee river. If in
later years he stated that it was his last battle
in South Carclina, and the listener forgot the
territorial gualification it might have been said
of Tomassee in 1776. But while legend states that
Tomassee was the scene of his last battle with the
Cherokees, Lee [A.L. Fickens is probably refering
to a reference in Henry Lee "Campaign of I731 Iin
+he Carolinasz" but he alsp cites H.H. Lee Har In
the Southern Department of the U.5, 1878.1 states

/1



that it was the scene of one of his earliest
battles. This may have arisen from confusion of
Tomassee with Pickens' earlier seat at Hopewell,
which was near the site of the battle of Seneca,
the earliest battle of the Cherokee campaign of
1776,

Now if some old type-setter [this is a
favorite theme aof &.L. Ficken=s be he dealing with
notes on the General or Indian place namesl, busy
with a manuscript account of one these engagements
in 1774, had inverted a 6, and it had missed the
procf-readers eye, he would have made exactly the
necessary change in dates we find here. [I must
admit that Pickens may have a point. At present a
considerable amaunt of discussion is going on
regarding a particular place in 5.0. that has for
generations been accorded the date of 17Bé;
however the single sxisting piece of possible
documentation that waes printed some vears after
the founding of the place states 178%. Some
person, who unfortunately did not ititial the
change, scratched through 9 and wrote above it &
&H: however and even though the work had been in
private hands for years, we do not know if the
person who had the paper printed made the
correction or simply someg later person who was
aware of the traditiecnal date. There i but one
extant copy of this printing and no source notes. ]

One authority for the Ring Fight was a
manuscript of Overton Lewis which, it is said,
gave an account of the battle as General Fickens
himself gave it. This may refer to the action as
he saw it on the field rather than the date.
Governor Francis Pickens, who seems to date the
Sky—a—gustah nickname from the time of the Ring
Fight, in his account in the Logan manuscript,

(=

gives the date as 1779, and says there were 28

-whites to 1885 reds. He gives the name of the

half-breed interpreter as being Cornels. The
chief, he says, gave orders to his braves to swing
their rifles in their left hands, charge, and
tomahawk the whites without giving an alarm by
firing. The whites threw themselves into a ring
and fought desperately; only Cornels was killed
among Fickens’' force, though 835 red men were
killed. The incident of the cane-brake, and the
late arrival of Captain Joseph Pickens figure in
this story too.

That nearby Indians were on the war-path this
vear, and that Pickens’' men returned to protect
their homes from possible invasion adds color to

the story. No doubt many small engagements of
FPickens’' wvarious border detachments have been
forgotten. Such an engagement this year is not

disputed, but it is ocbvious that tradition is to
be suspected of coloring the incident with phases
of engagements that occurred elsewhere and
elsewhile.

/Z
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After all, the most fascinating part of history may be its
uncertainties. [at least for A.L. Fickerns]

That from August 1@ to October 8, of 1779,
Fickens was into Georgia after Cameron, we have
the testimony of one of his men given in the Logan
manuscript. The narrator also records a
suspiciion of treachery attempted by Williamson at
even this early date, though Pickens in his old
age felt that Williamson had been corrupted even
garlier at Briar Creek.

Unfortunately, I can’'t truthfully say that the Logan
Marnuscript [from the Draper Collection—sese SFPECIAL NOTE on
the first page of the FPickens studyl does much to clarify the

situation. The Logan Hanuscript referred to is sometimes and
especially recently called History of the dpper Counitry of
South Carelina. Vol. II. This volume was reputedly printed

from the notes John H. Logan in 191@8. On pps. 184-185 we +ind
the following from notes by Francis W. Pickens secondhand from
J.H. Marshsall of Anderson in 1858:

RING FIGHT.—-—-Ferhaps you have never seen
anything of Gen. Pickens’' great "Ring Fight'"--see
Garden’'s Anecdotes of the Revolution (VMol. 3, new
edition, p. 78-9) [A copy of the identical
information from the first edition of this work
printed in 1828 as Series two ie included at the
back of thi=s studyd. It took place in 1779,
(really August 12, 1776 L.C.D.) [This is Lyman C.
Draper...=sge SPECIAL MNOTE near the beginning of
this work omn Pickensl At the very place where he
afterwards settled in the latter part of hig life
and died, "Tamoosee," about twenty—-two miles above
old Pendleton village. He was with 25 men on &
party of discovery, looking for the position of

 Indians, about two miles from the main force he
had left under Col. Anderson; and suddenly, in the
edge of an Indian field, they discovered the
Indians rising im a circle around them. There was
a half-breed by his side, a friendly man, named
Cornels, who understood Indians well. The Indians
paused, and Cornel said they [the Indians] passed
the order around their ranks, to swing their
rifles in the left hand, and tomahawk them as they
(the whites) were but a "handful," and the rest
"could not bear the guns.'" There were only 235
whites, and about 185 warriors. They formed the
circle complete, and Col. Fickens immediately
formed & countertcirecle, facing onwards to receive
them, giving the order distinctly, "Let every man
sell his life as dear as possible, and no man fire
till he can see the whites of their eyes." So they
came advancing on foot to their prey, and the 25
drew and fired and esach man killed his man; and
they were so astonished and confused that they
fell intoc confusion and befare they could recover,
the whites had loaded again, and again each man
brought his man. In the meantime some of the
savages had also fired, and Cornels, the



Za
half-breed was shot down and Col. Fickens® rifle
choaked, so he couldn’'t get it off, and he took up
Cormels’ immediately, and fired right on! They
kept it up for © rounds, until some 83 of the
Indians fell dead and woounded, and every white
man was covered literally with blood:and
smoke——but Cornels was the only man actually
killed on their side. LInm A.L. Pickens account of
the 177& Ring Fight, the half breed is named

Brennan (p. 24). HBrennan is shot down and Fickens
picks up his= gun and continues firing {(p. 25

This is particularily interesting in that this
zame half breed Bremen {(&ll spellings in Roce and
Fairey are phonetic) twns up alive and well in
September 21, 17746 long after the Williamson
Campaign has departed South Carclina and lang
atter the events of August 12 and the Battle of

Tamassee (Ross Journal). Dr. BGarden’'s account,
which I will certsinly take over that of Francis
Fickens writing even more yvears later, cites the

name of the scout a= Hrennan.

By this [time?] Capt. Joseph Pickens, a
vyounger brother of Col. Pickens, heard the firing
at the camp, and rushed out with some men, hastily
picked wp, to the help of his brother (although
some sald it was the cracking of the cane on
firel). The Indians were beaten back, and about to
break up, terrified by their dreadful slaughter,
Just as Capt. Fickens reached them with a few men,
and this dispersed them entirely. I know of no
more bloody or herecic fight on record lLapparently
Francis W. Fickens had not locked very far in
sgarch of such accountsl] ——where great coolness,
with the most lion-like courage, saved a few men
from slaughter. My father has often told me, that
his father [Ben. Fickemns/ then Col. Pickens]
.considered that the greatest danger he ever
encountered, and that he was determined to live
and die on the =spot, where he had with 25 men beat
fairly 185 picked warriors in a battle that was as
bloody as ever recorded for the number engaged.
The Indians ever afterwards called him
"8ki-a-gus~ta," which signifies "Great Warrior,"
and to his death they called him nothing else.

The great McBillivray, afterwards chief of the
Creek MNation, wrote him a letter by that name, and
begged him not to join the Georgians in the war
they were then raging against them, and said if he
would but keep aloof, he could whip the Georgians
on one bank of the Oconee, and raise corn on the
other.

the Legan Manuscript on p. 3 we also find the supposed
ount of one Robert Long of Lawrens Digtrict, S8.C. as
llows in part as it may/or may not relate to this incident
way of note, it is generally thought that this account
rtains to actions that toock place in Georgial.
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August 18th, 1779, against the Creek Indians



same regiment and company officers, and Brigadier
A. Williamson and Col. Andrew Pickens, crossed
Saluda, Little river, Rocky river and Savannah
river. Got home 8th October--38 or &9 days out on
horseback. The object was to take a certain
Cameron, superintendent for the British over the
Cherokee Indians, then at the Big Shoemake, in the
Creek Nation. Cameron, having got notice of their
object, slipped out of the way, supposed [sicl by
Gen., Williamson, then a traitor.

On p. 49 of the Logan Manuscript from the claimed notes of
Fev. James H. Saye we find the fellowing information in regard

to Fobert Anderson and Andrew Pilckens:

He L[Robert Andersonl, as well as Ben.
Pickens, was held in great veneration by the
Cherokees. They always called both by the same
name——Sky—-gusta, grealt man....

pointing

Saye itz noted on p. 5@ of the Logan fanuscipt as
= = =t homel:

in regard to Tamassee [here meaning Fickens la&

...not far from this spot that he fought one of
his hardest battles with the Indians; but no one
with whom I have conversed can tell me any of the
particulars of that battle.

Lastly it ie noted on p. 113 of the Logan Manuscipt in a
statement by Capt. John Selling as follows:

George Swelling, my father, was with Gen.
Fickens on one occasion when pursuing the Indians
up Tugaloo river....... The Indians were following
‘them upon one side of the river, while they
marched on the other, looking for a convenient
crossing place....He said the bullets fell around
them in the water like muscadines from overhanging
vines, and yet not a man was hurt. By the time
the corps reached the opposite bank, not an Indian
was to be found. L[HNOTE: G.bL. FPickens on p. 24 of
Skygunsta: The Border Hizard gwl has this event as
occurring on August 1@ as part of the Williamson
Campaign. Clyde Ferguson also includes thiz event
as a part of the Williamson Campaign under the
August 1@, 1776 date. Thie information is
generally confirmed by the last noted contemporary
documentary reference from the Colonial Records of
Morth Carclina.

out

it is interesting to note while A.L. Fickens will make
two seperate events cut of selected information regarding the

Battle of Tamassee, the actual journals of the expedition

currently being edited by Holder, Hammerick, et.al. make no
mention whatsoever of the Ring Battle that is noted by [S79

Fickens et.al. as occcurring on August 12 of 1776 or of
Fickens. in the Jjournals they note that:

t5



That on the twelfth instant, General Williamson
came to Towmossy, where he saw signs of the
Indians very fresh--Detached Captain Ferkins and
Captain Anderson with sixty men to reconnoiter or
track the enemy; likewise Major Downs went out
with twenty men, Captain Anderson with twenty—five
men, parted from Captain Perkins, and crossed s
creek. 8Soon after Captain Perkins and his
thirty—-five men saw two Indians, and fired at
them. The Indians instantly set up the war whoop
and ran. The party followed, and was guickly met
by party of the enemy, supposed to be between two
and three hundred, who engaged them very
furiously, when Major Downs fortunately came up in
the rear, and Anderson falling on the back of the
enemy. The the right the firing was heard at the
town, when Williamson turned out with one hundred
and fifty men, who coming close on the back of the
enemy, made them quickly give way. The
furthermost of their party being almost
surrounded, and were entirely cut off, sixteen
were found dead in the valley where the battle
ended. ...... LI may =ay at this point that this in
my opinion rather refutees the commente that A.L.
Fickene often trie=s make about Anderson being a

coward. See p. 24 of Shvagunsta {which is nothing
more than a recant of information found in the
Logan Manuscript and certainly points to some

contusion over Jjust which Anderson is being
referred to by that reference>].

From the "Revolutionary Diary of William Lencir” in The
Jewrnal oFf Southern Hisztorvy. Vol. Yi. May 1946, Mumber 2 on
o. 2536, we find the following entry from this contemporary

journal of the campaign against the Indians in 177&:

On Wedy. 18th march.d over 2 very steep
mountains and Campt on the head of a Creek of
hywasgey the lighthorse took E0 or 6@ 1b of Fowder
& 12 Horses and some other Articles Major Pickins
[the editor of this diary has identified thise
reference as being that of General Andrew
Fickens—see +f. 22 aon p. 2361 Brought Tiding from
vesea—12 [I take this to mean that Pickens brought
news to these spldiers under Hutherford of the
events of the 12th: however, I may be interpreting
this "vesea—1Z" incorrectlyl.

& small portion of the letter of Colonel Andrew Williamson to
General Griffith Rutherford written from "CAMPE AT KEOWEE
Guogust 14th, 17786Y is noted below as found in The Colonial
Records af North Carolina. 25 Vols. Vol X. 17751776,
Faleigh: The State of North Carolina, 18%98. pp. 747-748.:

.« The 9th I marched for and destroyed the corn at
Estatoe, haveing before sent off Capts. Anderson
and Pickens to reconnoitre the Mountains near the



River, who returned and informed me that they head
seen several Indians, On both sides of the River,
on the Hills.

o The 12th I proceeded about 12 miles to Tomassie
where I found a large guanity of corn and detached
Capt. Pickens wth [withl 60 mem to reconnoitre the
Hille, when about three in the afternoon they
discovered a spy from ye Enemy, of whom they
fired, and followed, and after running some small
distance about 35 of them engaged a& large number
of the Enemy. On hearing of the firing at
Tomassie I immediately hurried to their assistance
wth [with] about One hundred & Fifty Men, and came
uwpen their back about & mile from Tomassie, when a
sharp firing ensued, which lasted about an Hour
and a guarter, when the Enemy gave way with
considerable loss, Siuteen dead bodies being
found, in about the space of 150 Yards whaom our
people scalped. They were so nearly Engaged that
three of the Indians were killed by our people
with their corn knives & Tomahawks.  From apparent
circumstances I cannot think there could be less
than 60 Indians killed wounded in this affair. We
had one man killed and 15 wounded 3 of which since
dead, & the rest in & fair way to do well. Here 1
Incamped for the night and the next day 13th
reached this Camp late in the evening.

Spme of the peocple who helped with this still uncompleted
study should be noted including members of the Douth
Caroclina Department of Archives and History, the Georgia
Department of Archives and History, The Scuth Carocliniana
Library, and Brian Mckown, Elmer 0. Farker, bus C.
Nimmons, Marshall W. Williams, Jos Gauzens, Linda Skelton,
and numbers of others who took the time to discuss this
subject, and/or the marker related to same, and the
cocumentation. I would like to note that with anly &
=mall amount of additional material, I believe that it
would be possible to at lesast partially reconstruct this
battle which apparently took place between Tamasses and
Little River in 1776&.
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Unfortunately, much of this information cited by Garden is
wrong. Pickens was certainly sent by Williamson to secure
the area in guestion (in opposition to the idea that Pickens
requested the assignment...Pickens may have volunteered for
the assignment). The scout Brennan was hardly killed as he
turns up alive and well in North Carolina in the Ross Journal.
The date of this event is certainly not September but rather
August.

It is difficult to speculate just where Garden got his infor-
mation; however, it would seem possible that it was derived
from the Pickens family (not here refering to the General).

Garden suffered from a great disadvantage which I do not have

to work under...i.e. he was dependent upon others for the in-
formation which was perhaps even then second hand. Garden was
not able to consult the varicus journals, letters, etc. that

I have in my possession.

Garden's work makes one point perfectly clear...if it is not
cited to particular materials of the actual period in which |
the events took place, then it is suspect! i

In point of fact, I am becoming increasingly sure that Garden's
account of this event is probably useless.

Please compare the information in Garden carefully to the noted
documentary materials before even considering citing his work
as in any way correct.
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*% THE CHEROKEE IN ENGLISBH LITERATURE: Although many
prople are aware of the wvisits to England by varicus members
of the Cherokee Indian Tribe; and & lesser number are aware of
the visgit to this area by a repressntative of the famous
English potter, Josiah Wegewood; very few people are asware
that Oconee County turns up in English Foetrv. Special thanks
are extended to the "errudite” George Townes of Greenville,
S.C. for locating amg providing us with copiezs of the
following material from Wordsworth, as well as the page
references from The Road to Xaraedu by John Livingsiton Lowess
that refer to the Cherokeeses in the literature of Wordsworth.
Farts of the poem: "Ruth' which appears in FPoems of the
Imagination by Wordsworth tell of a Cherokee village.
Wordsworth derived his information from & passage in the
Travels of William Bartram a= noted below from the Beshive
Fress Edition found in the MWalhalls Library on p. 28535, [I have
in the past seen this reference applied mistakenly toc Ooconess
County, 8.C. even though 1 have vet to relocate the particular
book that contained thiszs error. In fact, at this point,
EBartram had lefi South Carcoclina and was at the village of Cows
iCowhee or Coweel). A map enclosed will prove useful to anvone
wishing to explore portions of passages in Bartram’'s Travels. ]

Maving paid ouwr attention to this useful part
of the creation, who, if they are under ocur
dominion, have consequently a right to our
protection and favour, we returned to our trusty
servants that were regaling themselves in the
exuberant sweet pastures and strawberry fields in
sight, and mounted again. FProceeding on our
return to town, continued through part of this
high forest skiring on the meadows: began to
ascend the hills of & ridge which we were under
the necessgity of crossing: and having gained its
summit, enjoyed a most enchanting view; a vast

~expanse of green meadows and strawberry ftields: a
meandering river gliding through, saluting in its
varinus tuwrnings the swelling, green, turfy
knolls, embellished with parterres of flowers and
fruitful strawberry beds; flocks of turkies
strolling about themy herds of deer prancing in
the meads or bounding over the hills; companies of
young, innocent Cherokee virgins, some busy
gathering the rich fragrant fruit, others having
already filled their baskets, lay reclined under
the shade of floriferous and fragrant native
bowers of Magnolia, Azalea, Philadelphus, perfumed
Calycanthus, sweet Yellow Jessamine and cerulean
GBlycine frutescens, disclosing their beauties to
the fluttering breeze, and bathing their limbs in
the cool fleeting streams; whilst cother parties
more gay and libertine, were yet collecting
strawberries, or wantonly chasing their
companions, tantalisimng them, staining their lips
and cheeks with the rich fruit.



Which Wordsworth uses zs follows:
FUTH

fcomposed 177%.-Fublizshed

Lonly parts that give vou either the feeling of
relate the scene noted in Bartram are guotedl

Beneath her father = roof, alone
She seemed to liwve:; her thoughts
Herself her own del@ihbt;

Fleased with herself, nor =ad, nor gavs:
And, passing thus the live-long dsyv,
She grew to woman ' = height.

her owr:

There came a Youth from Georgia' = shore——
& military casgue he wore,

With splendid feathers drecst:

He brouwght them from the Cherokees;

The feathere nodded in the bresre,

and made & gallant crest.

From Indiarn blood vou deem hinm sprung:
But no! he spake the English tonoue
mnd bore a scldisr's name;

and, when America was free

From battle and from Jjsopardy,

He' crosse the ccean came.

With huee of geniuse on his cheek

In fipest tones the Youth could speal:
———khi1le he was vet & boy,

The moon, the glory of the sun,

And streams that murmlr as they run,
Had been his dearest dov.

He was a lovely Youth! 1 guese

The panther in the wilderness

das not so fair as he;

snd, when he chose to sport and play,
Mo dolphin ever was so gay

Upon the tropic sea.

=morng the Indians he had fought,

snd with him many tales he brouaght
O0f pleazuwre and of fear:

Such tales as told to any maid

2y such a Youth, in the gresn shade,
dere perilous to hear

-z told of girls—-—-—a happy rout!

“ho guit their fold with dance and shout,
Thelir pleasant Indian town,

To gather strawberries all day longs
==turning with a choral song

~hen daylight is gone down.

18683
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IS NOT A MAP OF BATRAM'S TRAVELS; HOWEVER, IT IS USEFUL FOR SHOWING

SOME QF THE PLACES VISITED BY BATRAM

1. Charlestown 14. Cowhee Cewse
2. Monks Corner 15. Usinah
3. Congarees 16. Cowitche
4. Fort Ninetyv-Six 17. Cowhee Gap
5. Fort Prince George 15, Stickoee
6. Keowe* 19. Conutory*
7. Estatoe Old Field 20. Kittoa
8. Field of Battle 21. Tuckorithe
{Near Etchoee Pass) 22 Tassatee
9. Etchoee 23.  Alejoy
10. Tassie
11. Nockase

12. Watoga
13. Avoree




MEWSNIOTES of the Otoreese ristorical ang Recreational Commission

S
b L relate
g smot bhas =1t lsr
g part tho . k
Andrew Pickenzs 1in ODconee County pr: 14 Y
fesling that we will ali bepetfit fro T CUSS1 o
of sslected =ubiecls. Showlc somes & SLmE
ot L=t al information provid newsletter . we
Wil o &1 be i than Gappy to v coantrary,
additionzal . or related information. turally prefer
to prinmt the entire documsntary male vou be able
to ghtain = full copy in order that ip can reach
their 2T CcOonClusions an thie sub like o =add
that mE LU eased
o County
o utly acgd more
i O period 1n

In addition to thez above, one of the more brilliant
thinkers in the State of South Carolins graciously provided us
with some information which I think vou might find of special
interest regarding Wordsworih.

though we should be having & mesting shortly. the wesather has
rather been agalinst sveryvitning. fim such, we will simply trust
that evervone can stay cool ang contemplsate the enclosed
informaticon. Unless it is terribly disagreeable with anyvone,
we wmill e = = i lates EBzptember.

We mave received some internal criticism for not meslting
more ofben. let me be the first to point out that I will be

delighted to come over to anvbody ' = hﬁuze who wouwld like to
serve "tea' and preferably more that afiernoon: howsver, wWe

X7
are not & sociael club 1n terme of our ongbing work. 2
meeting are held as topics becoms available, as information
=urfaces and research 1= completed, and as scheduling permits.

Unlike the South Caroclinas Historical Spciety and the South

such

Carocliniana Sociesty or sven many local historical soccisties,
we do omeet more than ond # ...l fact our ultimate goal
1

"

=] werg I personally see
tittle point in simp tirng so that people will be
abhls to Fill & slot on calenders, and I have no

intention of caslling a mesting for that reaszon. However , any

iz that of four tim
. o

""‘ [k}

member ig free to call a meeting at any tims and T will
happily pravldm that person with bDoih postage and maiiing

that puwrposze az well as deal with a press release
o publlc rnotification of same. Maturally I will look forward
to that meeting as well as their top
moold sxpression: "If vou aren’t do
complain about the food.”

i for discussion. To use
imo the coockings; don 't

r'|-vj

=¥ MNOTES FROM THE LAST MEETING: @& meeting was the Ooonege
Tounty Historical Society was held at the Walhslla Libary on
March 25, 1724, Some of thse matis lz collected on Ooones
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%% A SMALL EDITORIAL: @As is not unusual these days, zeveral
neople have suggested that we do & county history. I hav
tried to explain to thess individuals that very little is
actually known about the county in terms of specific details
regarding a number of subjects: that very little serious
Frezscarch has been done on any number of topics; that
information regarding certain pesriodse of time would likely be
refuted by information that will probably be svailable in anly
twe to three years: and that far too little secondary Work is
available at preszent to carry forward with such a nroject. G
ar example of the above, I will note that the Rev. Shealy’'=s
upcoming publication will in my opinion cubpstancially alter
sur thinking on the German settlement in Walhalla. R

work on legends and place names in Ocones County 1

our perception of old stories, some of the things

print sbout the Indians, and 1in particular ous thi

many of the leocal place names. fe another exampl
various mill wvillages and their cociclogical and ﬁcunomic
infiuences have hardly besn touched with only the small
writeups on Mewry and & few newspaper clippings getting any
credit at 211! Inte iv encugh, these villages have bean
comewhat diccussed in publications seemingly not avallsble inp
the county. I+ =ocme feslse inclined to do a serious history
of the county for an high school and adult audience, they
might give very serious consideration to doing one that would
cover the vears from World War I to the present while there
are still a substancial number of people alive who could
supply documentary material=s.

Having just made all of those remarks, 1 will comment
that we are possibly in the pesition to do a small, vary
general juven History of the county for yourng Euﬂﬁml
children (aos — 110, Berause cuch a work would not have to
deal with many areas in guestion and subject to considerable
clarification, a work of this nature is possible. Such a work
would desl prlmarily with events in Oconee County after 1880.
Fortunately, I have found several educators who have expressed
poscible interest in assisting with this type of work.
Naturally it would be wonderful to produce 8 duvenile work
from a larger well documented county history: however, because
it might be vears before we could accumulate the mmLerlalz and
oroduce this sort of larger work (not to mention gettimg 1t
written), it might be best to give some very seErious
consideration to putting out something fairly socon for the
voung school children. We would have to keesp closs monitor on
fhe locations of such a publication so that they could be
constantly corrected and updated. Your thoughte on this
subject would b2 most appreciated.

L
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i=tips =ometimes errect markers. Thizs i<

Historic ool
le pursuit in that it educates the public

al
certainly a worihwh
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however, W

we can bhest o wi sur 1 imi

b
e :]

=t
could produce two small publications for the as
zingle marker, I am personally of the opinion that the general
population of the county would at this time better benefit
from some information pertaining to the county. Even =o. this
should mot deter wus from doing K towards the eventual
ooal of srecting zome markers. atagoriszs for such
research include Kilpatrick's dizon’ —tmtlmm, =OmE of
the now defunct towns, crossrcac ettt ents; Long Creek
Srademy (which 1s already cover = S8 i &
unpublished Master e thesis)y rals ol fwhich several

¥

individuals have already worked on T &5 (3T 6 ‘mg); ste.

®¥% & NOTE OF CONGRADULATIONS: Conagradulations to Framoes

=

Holleman on being named the official Seneca Historilan. Having
nersonally examined some of her research materials which she
gathered in MWashington, D.C. and elsewhere, I can comment that
her book on Seneca does not even begin to explore all of the
potential avenues of interest a&s relates to Oconee County that
can be gleaned her collected souwrces. Mics MHolleman s wWorb
only verifies one of the positions presented above: 1.e., you

ro libraries +ar

are going to have to loock in
=

= & +
Uconee County to gather materials for many topics. It 1s to
be hoped that Mizs Holleman will DdeULE some additional works
based on her research.

i

¥% NOTES ON CURRENT PROJECTS: We have =zeveral ongoing projesct
to promote a better understanding of Oconese County which soms
of you will perhape find interesting: (1) We are beginming to
provide some of our collescted information to the librariss of
Ooonee County as reference copigs. The first series will on
legends and place pames related to these legends.  The first
volume ie entitled: Legends and FPlace Hames T Uoonee O

The Is=zsguena and Iszzaguena/lateechee legends. This 1=
undoubtably the largest collection of material that has sver
been scssembled in one unit on these legends. The introduction
provides some additional information and the Index 1 a wealth
of Oronese Dounty place names. in addition to the legends and
many of the names defined by J.W. Daniel, we have additional
information on the meaning of Indian Flace Names as supplied
by A.L. Fickens with notes on where to find even more
definitions. Arnvioody who thinkes that they know all about
these legends and what they mean or have to do with this area
will probably be surprised with some of the materials in this
velums. Let me briefly comment that the legend seriesz will
revesl a whole facet of Ocones County History that you will
not find sasily in bookse, magazines, OF NEWERaPEr
articles.,..i.e., something of the background of the legend
gatherers and Ccreators. I have rarely been tempted to write a
boolk: howesver, some y=ars of work by someone with more frae

=

ountys

|




time than I have could produce = of Lhese ;237
individual =.

) ke have sssembled a Rs

=t

County Materials for each of the branch libraries in the
ficormee covering everything from BEES to HIFING to HISTORY to
FOLELORE to TRAFPPING, etc.. Each branch will be provided with
z=c of the same information for the other branch libraries.
iz way, one can go to the Westminster Branch +or grample
ind out not only what can be found on Oconse County in
irster but also in Seneca and Salem along with the
rence # for manv titles. This has been an extremely
resting project that has eniighted
out where to go to +ind
tand not Halhallal has the
noians. If 1 wanted to 1}
e, I would certainly give

=

]

=

ference Buldes to Oconee

For sxample,

iection of materials
ocoks on chwrah

+ to Westminster. The

ial 1z Salem. +
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any of
oranch!f There are other books that =
libraries of Oconee County:; however, many of the ones
resded are now out of print and have ioined the rank:
rare book market. Flease be aware that this in no way
criticism of the county library system...for example:

given by an individusl to the Senesca Library =tay i
Thus the library syste ir =y Ccases hardly
for ene branch having hetter collection of certain
than other bBranche worth moting that when the
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only has two coples ticular book, one copy 1=
generally retainesd ence and the other copy 1S
circulating. Thus, these guides will help you +imd the

r
"
1]
|
r
i

circulating copy of some ¢ v pbh=cure books that

1
very helpful in different lines of research.

a I have authorized (I hope with vour approval) the
Library to purchase some additional copies of Chapman Jd.
Millings Red Caraliniansz. While slightly dat . this book

~emains a standard refsrence work on the I of SBouth
Carclima. The cost of thie projsct will be approximately
twenty dollars for some threse copies. The Salem Library will
get two copies and the Westminster L.ibrary one copy. The
Seneca Branmch already has two copies in the coliection as doe=
the kalhallas Library.

(49 I was ed to find that two branch libraries
Seneca and Westminster) do not seem to have copies of
eaborn’s maps. Unfortunately, the trail map is now out of
print and unavailable. Flease contact me 1+ you have any
extra copies that youw might be willing to donate or to sell

{

y
i
fos

#% FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION: i would =uggest that beginming in
1987 and ending in 1992, we began a celebration of two undeed
vears of area history. This rather arbitrary pbeginning date
derives from the fact that the area of Ocones County
cfficially became an uncontested part of the State of the
South Carclina by the Treaty of Eeaufort in 1787 f{although not
ratified until 17835) by both Geogia and South Carclina.  There
were ssemingly no permanent settlers in this ares until ca.
1784 (discounting those =zemi permanent Indian traders wWho were
riot half breeds and the tory, Alexander Cameron). Thus we




e perhape

v owold not T arades
; e

1 someone wanted to uses the sevent
== =¥ & seriocus effort to promote
places of intersst within the county, to esither publish or
encourage publication of new materials as well as possibly

Freprinting rare materials related to the county, and through
newspaper articles to make the county citizens, especially
childrern and newcomsrz, awarse of the aress. T am prezently
=ve = cmall tour of the Pickst Fost area in 1587 in
with the South Carclina Department of FParks,
ion, and Towilsm. Should actual work start on Oconee
befores this proposed tour takee place, some other
of the country will be selected for the 1987 tour. It
F—pmd that others of vou will select aresas whers you
pa ar expertisze for a possible spring car tour
the vears from 1987 through 197Z.
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Bz many of you are aware, we have not had a president
or some time. fe none of the current officers have any
desire to succesd to this positiony, we basically have thre
hoices: (1) Uperate as we are {(Z) Fimd somsone wWho HMﬂT: {a
slightly higher cualification than simply being WILLINGS) to
be precident (3) Chanmge cur constitution from that of certain
officers to & Board of Directors. From time to Lime
zomeons as =ithe I else a chairman of the board
to sign varicus lsgal papers. For 211 octher puwrposes, the day
to day operation of the society is going along rather nicely.
The one biggest advantage to a& board of directors is simply
that various areas of the county could be represented in the

we nesed

FE rt s

i}

day to day policy making of the society. In thisz regard, a
Eoard of directors would probably be much mareg democratilc.
Flease find & map enclosed that suggests various aress of

possible representation.

We meed to purchasze a heavy duty stapler. The cost of
thic particular item is approximately ¥75.00. It would serve
both the society and individual members in their publications.
Should anyone know whers we can obtain one cheaply. . - FLEASE

YiELL LOUDLY !

¥¥ A GENERAL REFORT ON THE STATE OF THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY:
Since we reorganizsd last year, we have made some =zignificant
ocrogress: Our m&ilimg list has been updated and corrected; we
have catalogued and bound all of the old materials of the
Spriety including minutes, correspondance, etcy we have
zttracted the interest of a number of individuales including
some research scholars from outside this area regarding the
happenings at various times in Oconee County: we have
ccembled a reasonable collection of materials on this ares
including a substanical body of materials that cannot at
present be located within the county other than in our
collections; we have begun work on a resource guide to
materials on Oconee County both for sources to be found within
the county and from outside of this area; we have added to the
historical map collection and the general holding of the

[l
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1 of vou are swarg, wWe have published

el |
ining information on this area. Fatuwrally we
: We have not 1n fact generated & tremendous
t within the county regarding local history
ted new members in tremendous numbers. ble
Have mot done anything particularily "flashy”
publications $or =ale, the erectiocn of historicsl markers,
etc. We have in fact barely kept ocurselves before the public
gve cother than in szome few newspapesr articles. I would like
to =zay that although we have these failing, I for ong am more
isfioed with our progess for several reasons: (1) He
icshed realistic cperating goals and expectations
through with them: (Z) We are developing the
o stand upon that is neesded before someons tries
we are providing information for owselves and
d information for public wuse and consumption; (4)
ing within reason with other organizatieons within
2 (5) we are slowly developing long range goals: (&)
rating as & responsible organizstion for the public
fitr: (7)) we are committed to belng democratic organization
repreoentative of the entire county and &ll of 1te citizens.
S slwave, Your tammmnfe, suggessticns, ideas,
ascociation, complaints, criticisms, etc. are welcome
sinceregly desired. This i arti;uldrilv trug in regs
the above noted five vear plan for the advancement of
L

uuﬂty History.
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¥% REGARDING THE LUNNEY MUSEUM (& larger editorial): Hawving
mow reftlected on the Lunney Pussum in some detall a3 a resultl
of Mr. Morman Crain’s recent artficle in the Gresnville lews, 1
would like to offer a fa ocmments regarding this subiect.

E
3]

It was & very brave and herocic thing for Mrs. Louise
ell and two membars of the historic cociety to accept the
unney property as a Mussum for Oocones County to be
administersed by the Historic Bociety as a museum. EQuallyv, it
wWas a culturally rezponsible action for the then county
delegation, who at that time virtually administered the county
funding, to accept szame for the county. However, the world
haz changed to use an euphemism. The legislative delegation
rno longer administers the county fumding and the museuwm as
envisioned by its creators has, for all practicsl purposes,
been rather much of a disappointment. The problems with the
Lunney Museum have been much the came as those experienced by
the historical societvy at one time———a lack of vitality.

=t

This rescently dEVEleﬂd rend of trying to make the
Figtorical society the "scape goast" for the problems of the
museum is in itself doomsd to failure in addition to being
-zdiculous simply because it is approaching the situation with
negative goals. Apparently the intent is somshow to breath
rew life intoc a failed project by doing damage to the Historic
Society. What hasn 't worked in the past is not going to work
in the future. Fqually this effort to offend the Historic
Society is clearly going to cause us to distance curselves
even further, from what many already view as a "sinking ship",
at the very time when the Museum needs s11 the friends that it
can muster.
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g the probl I aid that I rather

» dizagres from the zDolnt oFf view basically too
many people are etill, I believe, rather committed to
retaining the house to at least a partial deqgree as
representative of life in Seneca among a very small eisment ot
the populaticon some S8VEDRTS VE YESNS a0o. I+ soems evident i
toc me that only & =mall percentage of ths pressnt population
i any intersst in thise concept. Egually many
Torofess Juﬂmlbi are not ciftsd or famous for supplying !
vitality. However a number of “professiorals!" are very good
at getting vitality from other souwrces such as traveling i
=xhibhits, etc.
The first point that we must deal with is simply the

fact that the Historic Socciety is a relatively small and not
terribly affluent ocrganization totally incapable of bring to
fruition the concepts of those who concelved the proisct.
Therse iz no need for embarrassment on this point for I rather
fo=e=l that the Historic Scciety got stuck "helding the bag”

The second point is simply that the Museum 1s going to
Fawve to have more than money to successfully survive———it is
acing to have to have realistic smanagement cmd & careful '5:
regvaluation of its fumnctions in the Seneca Community...for I i
really do not forsee it receiving substancial support from
Woetmineter and kalhalls as even & part house museum. I would
surmise from my own Sdperlences that the crly salvation for th i
place is going tc b@ to o turn 1t into & Full ftime st mMUEEUm '
with changing = . EDC i for visiting
artigts, theats Y &S & 3
fumctioning m gg foar ?
challenging surroundings. In this re%pe*t, I thimk 1t eonly t
fair to zay that I suspect the current trappings are going to i
have to go. et ‘e be realistic enough to admit that the i
Historic Society as a whole., at lesst according to what notes
I can find, was only lastly consulted sbout the best fashion
for the building to function as a museum...not to sven mention

the fact that the average (Oconesilan was seesmingly not

consulted at all. From a logical point of view, the

Historical Sociesty has played "dead dog” long enocugh. I

really do not see the Lunney Museum either now or in the

immediate past asz being to the benefit of the Society. Should

anyore like to retort that the board of directors of the .
Muzeum could have changed the Museum at any time, I will
simply have to honestly answer that in my opinien the zffart
would have at the time scarcely have justified the rewarcs,
not to mention the fact that I, personally, as a member
already felt that the Historic Society had gotten on & wayward
Course. This is not to =zay that I am not interested in the
survival of the Lunney Museum, but rather to say that 1 am not
irterested inm the survival tactics to the sxclusion of other
intereste and concerns regarding Oconee County——--in particular
the goal of public education and dissemination of informatian.
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Mussum in its current +

solve our "root" praoble ion of the
Lunmey Musewn as &4 mEansS = i spjucatic :d instruction

is Trivolous.

1, for one, have little interest in taking part 1n
continued negative discussions of the subject. My time can be
zubstancially better spent otherwise. Howesver positive
discussions by a larger segment of the general population tha
Jjust the mamb = the Historical Socciety might accrue soms
sppreciable ¢ With deamande for our resgarch material
growing, it = = o devote nctable efforts to

continued discussion of th lg of the Historic Socisty as
the literal administrator of the Lunney Museum. Egually I
have grown & bit weary of defending thD Historical Scciety to
those few people with self centered int terest that disresgard
the concerns of the county az a whole.

The time spent in replying and retorting statemsnts oY
octhers as well as keeping the Egciaty posted of all these
procedures and actions could have been spent in producing a
=mall body of work on Oconee County. 1 personally consider
this time i1l spent with little appreciable results.  To thoses
who would say that the Historic Seciety Has renigged on its
responsibilites to the Mh“'!m, I will guickly and efficiently
rnotify them that the anly responsibility that the Historic
Society, from even a quasi-legal point of wvigw, has sver had
4 that of administering the M - DOES MOT mean

in the marner in which others happen to have sesn fit. At the
time Mr. Cater escused himself from the administration of the
Muszesum, the Society ﬁDtlTlEd M. Crain that they would appoint

a new board of directors. Thiz fulfilied our
responsibilities. At that time public pressures took the
matter reasonably cut of ocw hande by the supposed naming

an fArte and Historical Commission as & functioning meh of
Coumty Government. Subsegquently the Museum has colliasped.
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1, for one and not speaking for the Historic Society, do
not plan to be invelved in any way 1n the Musewn busineEss
without adeguate public interest and finpancial support...and
until such t1mL as this zeemingly typical negative way e
doing business in Oconee County stops. It rather =sirikes me
that such dttltUdCE result from people trying to establish
cower bases that have little reality beyond the extent of
their back vards and two closest rneighbore. For better or
worse, I and others have much larger goals in mind for the
Historic Society that can be carried forward with or without
(it makes no difference) the support of those few detractors
the Society currently has been at least asttempting the deal
with. We have certainly given our best at being gracious;
however, after a peoint in time, the more subtle points of
Southern etiquette make "a good kicking” very respectable
indeed. I simply refuse to offer valuable zervices and
support, even by nothing more than the form of my prezence, Lo
any future mesting of any group of peocple who are so ing ained
in laying blame that they fail "t see the forest because of
the trees’. I would encourace the rest of you to adopt the
zamg position.
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NMEWSNOTES of the Oconee Historical and Recreational Commission
Vi-#4

®¥% IMPORTANT NOTICE: Escause the maps in this iszsue will be
used in futuwre discussions of settlement, population growth
and demnsity, etc., it ie requested that vou put this issue in
a reclaimable position as we will in the future simply refer
to materials contained herein by the reference of (Newspates.
Vol I, #4, fig. 1-4). New members in the future will receive
a copy of this last Newsnotez for reference.

¥% HISTORICAL MATERIALS: This is a special i=ssue of our
Mewsnotes as well as the last one of the fiscal year, and the
last one which we will calling "Newsnotes" that contains
historical materials. Henceforth, we will title our
publications that deal with historical materials the Jaurnal
af the Oconee Historical and Recreational CammizsIan. This
change is not being made to be pretentiocus in any way but
rather to avail ocurselves of better postage rates for large
issues and to differentiate between the simple notices and
announcements made at odd times and the publication of
materials.

The geography and phvysiographic features of Oconee County
briefly covered in this issue are very important and most
unfortunately, often ignored by historians. Failing to deal
with these issues can result in & much maligned view of a
region as well as a failuwe to comprehend various phases of
activity. Fecause this material was sccumulated from a
variety of sources as well as personal observations, no
footnotes are included:; however, a reasonable bibliocaoraphy is
supplied that will enable any interested party to
substancially explore this subject.

#% A COUNTY HISTORY: There is & "sort of” history of the
county. Over the vears, the Oconee County Planning Commission
has compiled in excess of two hundred pages of materials on
Oconee County (tvped, double spaced on legal size paper) which
deals with a number of subliects. Some of it 1s very
interesting and useful while other sections contain much
misleading and useless information. Also and rather
unfortunately, the copy I have in my possescsion rarely gives
the source for the information. Even so, 1 rather tend to
think that the Commission has files on these subjects that
might be enlightening, at least in terms of the source for the
materials. I an encleosing a copy of the Index to this
material, & copy of which may be located in a file in the
Walhalla Library under Oconee County History or 1in our
collection, for whatever wvalus it may have to you as
individual researchers. FLEASE USE VERY CAUTIOUSLY!!!!H!

*¥ OTHER INFORMATION: On & recent trip I acqguired Draper’'s
Hero's of Kings Meuntain and McCall's History of Georgia (this
volume is not otherwise found anywhere in upper 5.C.) as well
as & French map showing Fort Prince George and a few of the
Indian villages in 1768. These rare works, virtually
impossible to find ocutside research libraries and private
collections, contain information relevant to this area before
and during the Williamson campaign of 1776, sections on
Benjamin Cleveland, Andrew Fickens, etc. FPlease notify me if
vou have research needs in these areas.
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DCONEE COUNTY FLANNING COMMISSION COMPILATION INDEX

(Much of this information is interesting and a substancial
amount useful although undocumented or referenced...it at
least points to areas for research. This IS NOT a history,
nor does the Flanning Commission present it as one, but rather
a cvompilation of materials collected by the Flanning
Commission Office———-FLEASE USE CAUTIOUSLY!!!)

Facts about Oconee 1

Walhalla 1

BWalhalla Ordinances Fascsed 18

Walhalla Historic Event 13

Walhalla Theatricals 15

Ocones Ectablished 17

Indians of conee =28

The Cherckes Mation 32

Indians in Ocones =

Sir Alexander Cuming 38

First Treaty 41

Letter from Cherockee Indians 42

Indian Myth, The Heginning 4.4

Legend of Issagueena 47 {lesagueena and Joccasses

Legend of Joccsassee 49 stories of presumably &
later origin than the the one normally found——of interest)

Legend of Lady Cofitachigui =il {(from Fields??)

Seneca 5 {(from Adams and Fields?)

Westminster H8=a (from West. Lib. files™

Newrry 8=

Fairplay 87

Richland 71

Salem 24

Feowse 55 {Lusse very, wvery cautiously)

Coneross =]

Schools 7

Churches 12&

Oconee Station 187 (Marshall Williams article

from 5.C. Institute of Arch. and Anthop. already reprinted
in the Mewsnotes of the Historical Societv.)

Ring Fight 1468 (almost totally wrong-—from
Aug 11, 1849 ed. Heowee Couwrier——interesting none the less)

Tunnel Hill 165

High Falls Story 175

Fort Frince George 188 (use very,very cautiouslvy)

(ROT included in this compilation is an article on Fort
Frince George from the June 2/ 1849 kKeowee Cowier
(pd,c1-2) that might prove of interest to some of vouw

Elicott ' Fock 181

High Falls 186 {repeat of 175

Horseshoe Fobinson 19@

Sohinson’s Indian Sidekick 192 (an interesting legend
with presumably no bacsis in fact as Robinson did not come
into this area until after the Revolution...the part about
the gold is ridiculous!)

Joseph Grisham 194

Zol. Ben Cleveland 197

Tenjamin Fervy Z@d

-2n. Robert Anderson 202

—ndrew Pickens =204

“zl. Hobert Thompson 204

Sohn A. Wagener 267
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FHYSIOGRAFHID FEATURES AND GEOLOGY OF CCONEE COUNTY

Ocomnee County takes in an area of approdimately 659
sguare miles in the most northwestwardly portion of South
Caroclina. Thi=s land area is slightly reduced from its
original 1868 sizre by several alterations including the
annexation of a track of land by Fickens County. This track
took in theat area acrosse the Seneca River running
approximately from the football stadium at Clemson University
by Tillman Hall thence up the road going toward Central,
thence turning right and procesding toward Anderson, thence
turning back right near the 0ld Storne Church and procesding to
the Seneca River. The annexation resulted from problems over
schools and student transportation. Oconee County lies
between latitude 34 307 and 35 @8 north and longitude 82 5@°
and 83 20° west. Approximately two thirds of the county to
the southeast are part of the Fiedmont Flateau which starts
approdimately at the a1l line near Columbia, 5.C. and extends
northwest (S8ee fig. 1). Elevation in this area of the
Fiedmont Flateau in Uconee County range= from 7808 ft. at the
lowest points in the zsouth of the county to approwimately 1280
feet at the base of the Blue Ridge Province. The remaining
orne third of the county to the northwest lies in the Hlue
Fidge Frovince. Elevations in this area rancoe from the
extremes of approximately 1808 ft. toc approximately 008 ft.
Desp valleyvs and steep hills and mountains combined with large
areas of forest being under the control of the Fedearal
Government as part of the the Sumpter National Forest makes
access difficult to many part of this extremely beautiful
area.

Although the extremes are most frequently remembered,
the climate on the average ig mild and rainfall sufficient.
Although Spring and Fall tend to be short seasons, the aresa
does euperience distinct seasonal changes. Summers are long,
freguently hot and comewhat humid wusually in late July and
ARugust. This "unpleaszantness" is more than compensated by

many sunny, bright, and mild winter days. There are
approdimately ZOE@ "growing days'" in an average year with an
average rainftall of 53 inches. The last frost i= generally in

mid April and is almost always accompanied by & decidingly
warm period from mid March teo early April. The first frost is
normally in late October or early November generally followed
by & number of glorious days of "Indian summer'". Hecause of
the wide variance of elevation, many types of plants can be
grown depending upon leoccation. Eaually the climate and
topography are well suited on the whole to golf and many other
outside activities. The large sguare millage covered in man
made lakes makes water activities sasily accessable, and the
large territory of mountainous areas make this area a Joy for
FHikers, wildlife and wildflower enthusiasts.
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Short leaf pine and mountaln hardwood predominate in the
county with pulpwood beinc a major business (see fig. 2.
Inland water drainasge is accomplished principally by the
Little River which drains into the Keowee and subsequently
intoc the Seneca, and by the Chaluga which drains into the
Tugaloo, which like the Seneca is but a branch of the Savannah
Fiver (see fig. 3).

Bounded on the north by the rugged but not completely
impenetrable southern reaches of the Blues Ridge Mountains: on
the esast and southeast by the Keowee and Seneca Rivers; and on
the northwest and southwest respectively by the Chattooga and
the Tugaloco Rivers, Oconee County along with a portion of
fnderson County is virtually an island in a sea of land. The
mountains in the north and northwest have somewhat contributed
to Oconee county’'s aligmnment with areas to the east and
scuthwest in terms of both development and politics from 1784
through the 1948s rather than areas to the north and south.
This southwestward orientation represente an almost radical
shift from the general northwestward alignment of the Colonial
period when traffic paseed from Charleston to Tennessee.
Fatterns of migration, settlement, and trade following the
Revoluton, and the general westward push the Indians were
experiencing, all contributed to the view point of the area
being closely tied to neighboring counties as well as parts
Georgia while the geography created conditions that for a
short time in the early 18800z made parts of Uconee County
slightly more provincial then even these nearby arsas.

Matuwrally the larger portion of the population, found
living on the lower flatter less rocky lands of the southern
part of the county closer to small areas of trade in the late
1708 and the early 1880s, would develop comewhat differently
from those individuals living in the small coves (small valley
areas surrounded by hille and small mountains on two to three
sides) isoclated from freguent communication with more populous
dreas. This isglation, even in regard to small mountainous
areas not millage wise far distant from Walhalla, would
continue to exist for many people until after World kWar Ij
however, this wview cannot be extended too far nor extreme
analogies made regarding these individuals in that much of the
South was somewhat insular until well after World War 11.

Even though blessed with a bountiful water supply, the
area was not truly ideal for early manufacturing for several
reasons including a lack of adeguate transportation systems,
and relatively steep valleys combined with fairly freqguent
mountain freshlets {(floods) in those places best able o
utilize water P OWEr . Newry would experience these problems in
1983 and 1918, and the much earlier small trading and
manufacturing area of A&ndersonville below the Oconee County
line would ultimately attibute its demise in part tao severe
floode. Even though water trancsportation was much advocated,
=mall =shoals usually made such a transportation systems
unfeasible except for low drawing flatboats operating in the
lower parts of the county on the Seneca and the Tugaleco Rivers
=t high water levels.



While it was expected that the projected railroad line
to rurn northwest from Charleston, S.C. to Cincinnati, Ohio
would bring great benefit and prosperity to the area 1in the
mid eighteen hundreds, this plan was thwarted by the cost of
defying the geographic features encountered at Stump House
Mourntain in northwest Oconee County. When a railroad running
Southwest became a reality in the 1878=, the expected benefits
were never fully realised simply because other areas were
better able to adapt the transportation system with the
availability of a labor force and a more controlable source of
water powsr. '

With the currently improved highways and s growing
access to forced water supplies, Oconee county is in the
pocition to prosper with expanded recreational activities.
Some degree of increased industrial development, &
considerably enhanced educational program, and expanded public
service are reguired for Oconee County to take full advantage
of it physiographic features which undoubtably in the long run
will prove toc be county’'s greatest asset.

Geology of Ocones County

Composed primarily of metamorphic and metaigneocus rocks
generally found in belts in the northwestern part of the
county as geographic formations pass from North Carcolina into
Georgia, and in zones in the southeastern and southern parts
of the county that have relationship to features of
neighboring counties in both Scouth Carolina and Georgia,
Oconee County exhibits a number of types of soil composition
and some mineral deposite (ses fig. 4). While there 1s a
relatively small amount of very good farmland in the county,
the heavy soils of approximately one third of the county lyving
primarily in the "Westminster pluton” and the "hornblende
gneiss injection zones" have been used to grow a number of
crops and in particular cotton until the 19348s when production
began to diminish (see fig. ZJ. & substancial portion of the
"hiptite gneiss zone' is relatively poor land, and although
settled in the late 179@s and early 1800s, it is now used
primarily as & growing housing area and for pine plantations

and grazing land. Major portions of the "mica gneiss",
"whiteside granite", "Brevard belt", and the "augen grieiss"
zones are classed as poor farmland. This area that supports a

major forest also contains many small valley areas with rich
so0il deposits. By far the best way to observe the geography
of Oconee County is to take a boat trip up the Hartwell ,
Heowee, and Jocassee reservoirs at low water levels., The
geographical complexity of the area is quickly revealed by the
multitude of soil colorations, soil textures, and rock
formations along the banks.



Metals found in semall guanities in the county include
gold, lead, and silwver. Mon metals incluwde asbestos, clav,
corundum, feldspar, flagstone, granite, graphite, gravel,
marble, mica, monazite, sand, and talc. With the exception of
sand, it is cuwrrently not economically feacsible to mine most
of the above noted materials.

The "Brevard belt" is particularily interesting to both

professional and amateur geclogists. An area of large and
emall scale faulting, this strip continues to be subject to
minor =lippage. UOn & very simplified level, it is thi=s aresa

that separates the Blue Rige Flateau from the FPiedmont Flateau
with many of the accompaning implications of any fault line.
This area ig rich in & number of low grade minerals and some
low grade gemstones.
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- GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS
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Figure & Major rock zomes in Oconee County. (Shoded ereas ore copper onomalies indiceted by

geochemical survey.)

fig. 4




