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Vete~ans of 181~14,
I . __~ . 

I Some loteresUOIl I'acts re~ardloJC 
. Ol~-tllll~ AlTafrt,;, 

Col. ./iilljaB. K;t~rie80n and hIS 
Contemporaries, 

It was a rsra~efulllnd a iI.ost .ap'.propr'iate 

I 

action whi ch ~he Dominion Parliament a 
I few years ai(o, at the . sug~estion of Dr. 
. Bronse, M, p, (now ::)enator), perfurmeu in 
I votin~ ~n annuu.1 pclnsiufl of $50 each t o tlHl ' 

remaInIng vetorans of the war of 1812-14, ' 
The~e Rurvivor~ of' ~ former generation h~d 

. dOll e t.he 1:ilate mnch 8<lrvico-they had left 
their homcs, many of th em their wivcs nnd 
y')\l ng children, " n war occurring, to 
defend their country 8gll.illst what WI\8 in 
rcallty uverwhelmlllg ()dd., - abandoning 
their all at tho call ()f duty, and h() w nobly 
did thoy discharge the trllBt committed to 
th eir c hargo, t HI r)age~ of his'tory record, 

I 

, '[' he slight rcevgnition·of tlwir services of 
: whi<;h mention ' is above made tholl,,11 IOlig 
I io coming it ~as ll()ne tho' lu~s i7eartily 

r eceived, Those mell () I' ,'impie habits and ' 
() f brn vo hoads lin I'e pl'Dv,,,1 to be lung. 
li ved, the brllcill g climate of Canada hlll'ing 
SLi rnaillta incd i their gClleralry strollg "11d 
wiry physiclli otg'lllli"atiuns that they Illight 
well shlll'u wit~ a ~(llebr:J.tcd British regi. 
lll f! llt, thc " h oll~rabl~ dcsignat,ion of " th e 
dle·hardA, 1Vlt1iist tho lIllJ'YOldable arrivalI 

, ,, f old Ilgo haH fOllllU "lost ;.. f them in toler. 
~Y cornfortaiiJo c~rc.llm~eort;]et thel'e 

arll not a fe~ t wh~m tho~6{lntrY'6bo~nty 
.1u1s boon of gr t servico, and hae Ilided in' 
rendoring their !declining .'years more co'm
fortable than ' ould otherwise h"vo been 
thll case, The lister roil showe a rapidly, 
reducing nllml)er of veterans who can 'lln· 
swer to the calltof tho pllyma8t~r, and in a 
fllw years o.l! 'wi hu.ve passed away. Let us 
hopo, however , that t,hll departod patriots 
have tllkell thoi , 'places ill tho ranks of ~he 
great army of . e 'just made p~rfect, aud 
that their ()'al rand seif·sacritice in the 
causll of' therr <: untry are now receiving a 
higher reward t an Illan hus it in hie power 
to bestow, 

Amongst the ged and f!lithfnl few ' who ' 
yet survive is cut·Oo!' ELIJA·H KI:;TClill' 
-~ON, of Sidney, f;hOij still, at the extreme 
age of 87, is hal and hearly, and Ji ves to 
tell wi th pardon ble pride th,e deeds of his' 
youth and to 1111 , rate : interesting particu. 
lars of the earlytdayS of thi! part '" of the 
co~ntry, Col. etche8~ IHS the f~urth 
,noh of William (etcheS()ll, ll. U, 8. Loy
al\st, who servet his king during the wholo 
of tho revolutio~~ry 'war-of whiclldovoted 

·b:lIld' so lliany S( ltth,c\ on the shores of .the 
Bay of~lIinte ' nd ,'liS " bom in Fred-' 
ericksb.urg on t 28tb of June, 1705, and 
camo to Sidney ith his parents in '1800, 
Ii ving !It .first in tho ',th conceBsion, but 
removing in 181 to tho farm where he 
now enjoys ,In honorably carned com
petence and Bur unded by several l1Ie~n- ' 

hers of ,his num rO\l8 family, This vener
!\blo gent)emlli} lied nt th,c lNl'RT,LJ(rJlNcy,.l( 
otlice tl.. fllW da.ys IIgo nnd lefttor our and 
the public's info~mlltion antI 1Pcr of inter
catini\ documen&;, of the in <lrl11atioll iu 

, ~hich we .hero~Jh present a 11 !l!mnrr. , 

The lir~t of t]:S6 is tpc muster roil, made 
.on parauc day, 'f the "Ba8till gs ' Flank 
.Compnny," forI 'ng prirt of th" 1st ( ..iter. 
'wards th,04th) r Igimen~ and '~hich WAS the 
first Mlht13, Uo ~,pllny formed m the County 
of Hastings Mil~ia, This parade wus held 
Dn the 2nd of Jl~ly, 1812, the Mecond day 
after war brok~' ut, and tho Ulen were 
marched to Kin Iston nndcr ,command ,of 

,the following 0 cers: Cnptlltn-Jllcob W, 

Meyers; Lient,nant- John '~' ~lOlUPS?ll; 
EllSlgll- Wtllllm~ Ketchcson, . l he Ser

;:~:lltS ';~r:~h4::h:~~nB:~;~:~in f~et:~; 
Ul onths as n pr~tto, and wus ,thEm ' wade . 
1:icrgonllt, in whfh cllpacity he remained 
nntil peace was declared, 'rhe Oompany, 

Ilfter. proceedi~g~~o Kin~8ton, was divided 
·into two Compa lea, which were command
ed rospectively y Uapt" J ohn McIntosh 
and Cap~, Sim n McNllb. Lieu t,!. CoJ. 
J oh n Ferguson . llllnllnd~d t he 1st Hasb
ings Bllttalion , rnJ OoL, Richard Cart
Wright c(j!llma.!l( d the llllhtla lit , Kmgs
ton, 

Thll iollowing ~ the muster roll, bOl'e 
spoken of, WIth eUlBrks apppnded a in 
the orl~lnal Sblw~ANT~-Thr)s. Ketc 
SOli, B~- Ketch~sOll, S, Patrick, Jnme 
Yoomans, Isao.qj ~timers, OORPORALS
Abijah ItoRs,Da~d Roblin,S. Ellis,Edward . 

,l\IcConuell. PitH'ATY.~-John Ackerman, 
Andrew Atthon~ SaUl;,el Ba.dgely, John 
Barnulll, John Bbice, Lewin Barnum (AY. 

clln~d, d~puty), .Ila.ni~S Brnwn, Asa Brown, 
F, Bl1ttertield)~Dl\niol" , Canniff, Edwlll.'d 
Carscllllen, WilJilm Cook, Amos Caverly 
(Olcused on BcCot/nt, of a · widow), Stephel:l 
Cal'erly, SamuslCurtis (unfit for service).. 
David Crollt.cr, David Oomstock (unuer 
~e), Edward qram (deserted), David 

,Oouch, .fohn Ca.r~er, ·Edward Cook, David 
Cotter, Smith DJmaroe, Daniel M. Dean, 

John Doxtator fxcused ns lame), Peter 
Davison, Thos, , ichon, Philip Emery, 
Geo, :Finkle,Har y Fowler,Daniel Fraser, ; 
WiJli'am Fairman John Fulton (deBel'ted), 

I Shubael Foster, pornelills Ullnsolus (unfit 
, for active. servi~), John Griffi!) , J, B. · 

Gomas (unfit for~l!er~ice), ,Eben 1:i, Grel!ll, 
Milton Hoard, Ji Philo Higley, John 

Hen~eB'Y, Rle,ben Hubble, Peter 
Hubble, Isaac Hendrick,Stephen 
HlLletead, J08 h Ingenoll, Elijah 
Ketchlllon, B:ott,James Lalce,Gilorge 
Lott, Isaac L ee, Rolwell LeaveUll! 

Stephen Lawrer.~J Sol. Manhall, - Mo

IMalter, Sa~uel Mott (delerted), Jamel 
McMasterl, Stephen McMullen, J lIdIlel 

lIl"tzn, tleniy"MCMii i,eb,Abijab Marshall, 
Jawee Merrill, Petf ': : Morgan, W, G, 
M~ybee, Gharles Wi ~~ (said to be ~nfit») 
Bain.. Nicholaon (do., ; ~t), . Thoma. Nel
lOll (unfit for active 'rri~e), Simon · UI
tram, Benjamin Ostro ',I Jacob Perry (dis

, cnarged aa und~r · age) ~uliff Pu·rdy,Daniel

\~:~::~.tl::~~t~ l~~' a~o;:;;~,P~~:b 

I 
, Ro"e, William H08~b , Sol.. Reed,Daniel 


Repd, tfo?ard.~ossr. . faac Smith, Pe;~r 

~I1lC, W,lham SlOe, J ,I iJohn SmIth, \\ z!. 


, ham ~i~e,John f:;ilie, il)fusStreetAr,Daniel 


I ~II'mit, 'S'thmlSe{1oly,N;8immons,J , ,~, 'hAm,m! 
(dJserted), John $in:\ $, Peter l:jimmoIJs, 
BJnj, Shukin, Robe; ,hompson, Steph,el1 
Tomkin. ("xc:used), I 0: . n Thrasher,Wz!. 

I , I , Th h ("d, L lian,;. Th~,!,s~n/Q~.!li hf~ ras erl JI eon 

ITurner, ,George Van~e~voort;~enryVeelY, 
I ,John Vllndewatera i 'ram, .. Westfall, 
I w'arT1r,r ~(deserted)' ' ·I~, Werden, Tra Wost, 
, Wmiam Wclsh,--W iijht John WCl\ver, 

uJlorge 'ounl{, Philj !WiCk, Peter Yan· 
f:; iver (dischargod at b, of W , ) JOh.nChris. 
'l~le , THoman Parke (i l{ingston), Israel 
B~rl1lm\, J, 13. Glov r, ~awrence Had~ley, 
and Peier , Frederi k. Of theae lj'hilip 
Z'fick ahd Robert , vie are, with :Mr' 

i Ketcheson, the ollly II :viv'ors , ~ 

I ~ Ktitchceon Re, v Idwith ~Illpa;;~-
!	dllring the whole of h war at Kingston, 

which fact is atteste ' ~' er the signature of ' 
Lt, Col! Ferguson, (!\t~C\ Ut~l MIlY, 18L8, I 
Bio w,lls!u.ppoillted nB n by commission 
frbm· L ieut, ·G()VC1'll r ore, dated October 

l1ith, 1818, the aplil:tnlCnt dating fr ;>Il , 
til" :&5 th of D ecomb r ~ the same year, he 
hhilli( been reCUml e '. ed by Lieut" Col. . . 
Flilrguson, 

, 	

. 
!I On May J !lth, l c I~ Eli"ah Ketchesoll 

Il,nd l\1ihel'V~ OstrOlltJ tlrc married .• unuer 
Il'censo, by Solomon ~1 ZeitOIl, J, I'., the 
witnosses being \Vii ia{ Zwick and ~ , nr,y 
O,strom: I 


The rcbl'ilion of .l :, ·R OIlGe· llloro callod 

Elijnh /'L1t chCS()Il, I
J 
·,i 11l1any " ther patri· 

otic lllen , into acti Il I ihtary service in 

dafence of thoir Gllll ry at Pres,!u'lsle 
anel 'l'r~ nlo ll , He h ~ ~ cOllllllanclod No, 4 

CompailY of ~he H: t qgs Militia, u.lld that 
thtl coildnet of Ca t '~otchc8on and his 
compaliy gave enti 0 atisfactjoll to t,he 
othcer in cOlllln;md is evi,lcllCcd by tho 
following_gcll ernl ,,~~lor . . 

, I. •"l' h~ Lleut,uoJ.1 b mandl11g cann()t 
alJlow Unpt, Retche p*' company to return 
t~ theithomes witl1.t coriveyi.lg to them 
t~e expressinn of It tire eatisfaction at 
t~tlir uhiform (aod n uct during the per· · 
idd th~~ have been em ' odied, .andalso the 
I~yaity: and zeal wi h i hich they turned 
o*t at .p)o lirst war I"n to , defend their 
cqul1try.' ., ' . ' 

"Be Has not 'fui l d to notify this to His , 

, JhCell~l~CY the Li' t. Governor, Major
:tj enarlll commalldi 1 ') lind he begs that 
q~pt. K tcheson, t I 0 'cers, non-commis

si.\:Jned 0tiCers and iv' tes will ncc~pt his 
,Je~t th~ ' ks for the' fl itorious behayior, 

,:1 "Col. , a.wl~y wil Ie se i.'ohLivothenbove 
~der read to the 0 Ii et' and men of Capt. 
~lltchu3?n 's ·compa J, .~ ld that he will also 
plense to send· in Jth Quartermaster at 
this station II retur of all ann;s, ammuni

. Sl~)Il aUd;accoutrem ts cceiv,ed from Capt. 
etchPson 's compa 

, "1 beg Icav~ ,to, ad th~ above written1
~oriorni 'rder.· . ) 

.1 "1 have t. ( h nOl' to be. , . 
. c, c., 4.~o . , 

I ! " W 'jl'!,;' U;Y HH : In~\ ,
' I " I "pt, and AdJ 't, " 

Mr. ' ( ' etchoao~'8 0111 issioll a" Lieu t , 
C; I, of ,tho 2nd att, h em of Hastings 
Militia, ru.s ··signe ' by ~; arl Elgin, thlm 
do~er/lor G·eneral, j S pt, 21st, 1848, ah~ 
d tes , from Sept, Uth, 1848, ThiA forms 
a litti~1! ?limrix to : 41, Ketcheson's militKry 
creer, and that he ' 011 arnad, by vaiuBble 

w5lJ bil ~atisfactor ' ~o. t ose who have pe· 
r \18ed th~B brief 0 ,. line of his conl1ection 
Wfith tho Militia of: . nst ngs, the hardships 
n d p:i YI tiOllS of *' ic~ m. a country poor 
a. d ,ver thmly set\. ed, . 0 "fho hve m the 

d~ys,1 f railroads, ;'Ilj ea . boa~,., t~legrRphs, 
nnd With: all thOl· cftnfOl' s supphed by an 

------- aavanceu' civilizati n, c form hut a very 
fJint i~en Qf.We doee ith the hope that 
~ol. Ketcheson an fhiS- survivmg contem· 
poraries ~Iay yet b par d for Boven.1 year!
tJ corrie, I' 1 . 
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