Jewish "patriarch” from brandy

In 1924 I visited & department of the formey Pozemkovy ¥rad
/Land office?/ in Prague. I was interested in a remnent estate.
I went to sece a friend of mine, who was employed there.

When I talked to my friend for a while, the dooxr opened and
an elder sturdy man entered, whose &ppearance revealed his Jewish
origin. He looked oldfashioned, but the messive golden chain on
his vest revealed that he is a rich Jew,

I had the intention to lsave the room discretely in order not
to interfere with their negotiations, But the Jew asked me to
svayy, he had nothing to conceal, He Jjust wanted to show the offi=
cial & photograph of his portralt to prove that he is a Czeoch Jew
who supports Czech artists,

S0 I stayed. The Jew showed us then a photograph. 6w At first
sight it was evident thet it was a pen-~and-ink drawing dy one of
our most prominent artists. In the right corner of the photograph
there was hils signature and .the yesr 1918. The pen~and-ink drawing
was eonsequently msade in the year 1918,

he Jew left soon. After he had left, I asked my friend who it
wes, He 1s ¢ Jewish patriarch., A2t least they c¢zll him 80, He is in-
terested in the allocaiiocn of 2 remnant esiate., He keeps persuading
ovr office that he is & Czech Jews. Me owyns & besutiful house near
+he museum, His neme sounds Hebrsewsy LESPCLD JHERUSALEM. My friend
took out of his desk & booky on the first page of it there was the
inscription in decorative writing "Leovold Jerusalem’s memories”,

"He gave 1% to me recently to read it. Me described there his family
1ife, Trom which I can sze that he is a Czech Jew,"

I was interested in the patrisrch, T
to lend me the "Menmories, Since 1 nec
triarch and [ even reaa that he visit
with a Jewlsh deputation,

requested therefore my friend
t occeslonally the Jewigh pas
ed the former president T.G.M,

I didn t, however, read the "Memovries", I put them in my desk
together with other documents, There they rsmainsd several yesars.
Only af4ex about 6 years ago I saw the wall known photog»aph of
Leopold Jerusalem s poptrait in a Jewish frecmason magazine. I na=
mely studied the hisatory of the Prague Jewish I{resmason lodges and
3o Leopold Jervsalien cane into my mind egnin, who was & menmbder of
the ordexr since 1824 and held the most important ranks in the lod=
gese Among lots of old documents 1 egsain found the "Memories",
written by the Jew to prove that he was & (zech Jew., In the style
of the Jewish narrator Vojitéch Rakous he disclosed here his memo=
rlds, a pea plece of fumily life., I verified a few matters out of
Jerusalem s memories and 80 I got the imasge of & Jew, who bacame
a pebriawrenr Jewish patriarch out of his father’s gin-shop.

"My father was MARKUS JRRUSALEM" the author of the "Memoriesg"
begins, "He was born in DY¥enice near Chrudimy, where my grandfaiher
owned a spirit distillery, to whicin belonged & gin=shop. That time
—until 1848~ country estates had the exclusive right to produce
and sell liguory & priviledge named PROPIWATION. This refers to
country estates, which performed patrimonial juriadietion in the
place concerned, The country estatss were allowed to let this right
outs So my grandfether and then my father becane hirers of the "pro=-
pination® , which »clonged tec the 36888 of Medle3ice. After the year
1848 my Tather bought the mentioned distillery from the baron. He
enlarged 1t, added great stables for horses and also a bilig shop,



where everything the loocality needed was being sold., Also liguoxr.
It was my mother who kept the shop. The financial situation of my
parents became better from year to year., My father bought further
land, se that when my younger brother Vilém wes born, he already
owned 25 ha of fields, what corresponds %o a medium Silzed peasant
estate. As our house proved to be too small for the whole family,
my father dbuilt on the other side of the locality bPenice a one
storey house with a storehouse ané farmhouses, The builaing was of
huge appearance. In the villege it looked like a palace.,™

Jerusalem goes on to explain how he attended a ozecn/%éﬁéé%%I%fal?
gchool in Chrudim, as he wished to devote himself to agriculture.
His father acquired three agricultural estates in Bylany. From the
faot thet he ettended Czech agricultural /commercial?/ schools,
Jerusalem deducted that he was a Czech Jew .....

A8 I alresdy saidy, I veriiied diflterent sistementis which I read
in the "Memorliesa". ¥rom the malerial, which I gained thig ways; the
following piciure emergedt

LECGPOLY JERUSALEM wes born on January l13th, 1849 in Drerice near
Chrvdim. His grandfather ané father became rich from the vroduction
and sale of liquor. Many peasants in the Chrudim region lost their
land /"propilo své gruniy”/ in Jerusalem’s gin-shop.

The young Jew stuended the secordary school /"qymnézium"/ in
Litomy&€l up to the Ath term, Ther he gttended the agricultural
Jcommercisl?/ school in Chradim, At the 2rps of 20, he %ook over
the administration of the estate from his older sister, who died,
Puring the management of the estete he realized that it was possible
to earr money, as that time agriculturnal workers were poorly paid,
¥cyr the money his grandfather and father earned on liguor, he hired
a big estate in Velen near Bakovice, which he hae in tenacy gonti-
nucusly foxr nearly 50 years, i.e, until the land reform of 1524,

In Velsll the Jew Bevkowsky lived., He had a doughter Cemila. Leo=
pold Jerusalsm came to agreenend with Beykowsky a&bout the vaive of
the dowyy and £ot mavried with Cenila. Thus he geired more money,
which he invested in hiring rYurther estates in Ghely and Satalice
near Prague., in this way he gained three Lig estates /Veler, Gboly,
Satalice/, which yieleed him big money. Lhe (uech peasant had %0
labouy on a small piece o) land, whereas the Jew ruled over three
estiteos,

Later he exchanged the house in Satalice negainst the esteate of
Letﬂany near Yrague, Leopold Jexus&len was the type ¢f & Jewilsh
tenant of eatsates, of which quite & number dwelled on Czech soil
also during the period of the Ffovmer republic, ¥rom Czech soil he
gained ¢durirg the years millions, but he was not interested in Czech
culiure. It is true that he nad hinseld nortraged by a Czech artist,
but only bacause the named artist was well known already at that time
and it was in fashion %o have s portraitv made by him. “he "patriarch”
Jerusalen davoted himself from the year 1894 to Jewlsh freemasonry.
He was 2 foundiing member of the Prague lodges "Fraga® snd "Humanitas"
three times nresident of the lodge "Bohemia" and finally he vecane
vicepresident of the Jewish freemason grand lodge in the former re-=
public. He hed two brothers. One of them JOSEF JVRUIALEM became a
lawyer., The second VILEM JYRUSALEM studied philosophy. The Jews
gald that he was a clever Jewish philosopher., Aneé all that ioxr mo=
ney their grandfather and 7niher sarned on liguor.

From the magazine ARTJISKY BOJ /Arian fight/, volume VI, number 7.
Prague, 17th Yebruary, 1945. aArticle: Bxem Z Argusova zdplsniku

0 lidech a uddlostech /From Argus ‘s note-book on people and happen=-
ings/.



