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SHERMAN  GRANT  PITT, D.D,

Only a godly life, tranqguil and courageous in the
present tense, obedient to Christ's will from day to day, czn afford
such a translaetion as befell Shermmn CGrant Pitt in the night
watch of December eipghth, 1928, With lMrs. Pitt he had just
retirned from Chicego, from ettending a meeting of the Desns 2
of Epworth f&@mwn Institutes, He &ﬁm;«wnw tired, but with
usual seli-forgetfulness he hastened on an errand of love, then
sought the sleep of exheustion, and found sudden and abundant
entrance into the tireless life. These last hours were chare
acteristie., The diligent performance of duty, unstinted servige
to loved ones and friends, unspairing dedication of his gifts to
his high vocation, at last found their crowning in "the rest that

w@wcsmmwr unto the people of God". "He giveth his beloved sleep."

Dre Pitt was born nesr Canton, 5it, Lawrence County, New

York, September ninth, 1864,

From his youth, by disposition and by practise he was
a student, possessed of an snelytical mind, thorough=going in sll his
processes of thought and habits of work, mowwcewsm his public school
training, he gradusted from the State Normel School wﬁ Potsdam, lNew
York. He matriculated at Rutgers College, graduating in Hmmmx,mu
Bachelor of Arts, wsﬁeﬂ_wmaquwum_wwu Master's degree from the same

institution of learning,
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It was during his early student days that this
young Chrigtian mede the decision teo dedicate his.life to the
Christian ministry, inscribing this high resolution on the fly
Yol of Bias Bille, Decesber tewkh, 1680, following » meeting da
the Potsdam lNethodist meﬁamwww_awﬁﬁnw. During wwm wzémmam
days he was m&aazammwm in this wwnm @:ﬂﬁam@_u% e femily of cholce
wwwammm who recogunized www personal ﬁow@sm msm in meny practical
ways inspired bim ¥o seek the besh possible preparation for his
vocation, Dr. Fitt never &wwan_cn paying tribute to Mr, and Mrs,
John Lawrence of New Brunswick, New Jersey, It was their daughter

who later was to become his faithful and cspable helpmeet.

Hie eureer at College was marked by meny campus activi-
ties and high honors, A member of the Varsity football team for
two yesrs, he alse excelled in public speaking, and in his Junior

year was olected to Phi Beta Kappa Fraternity.

Hig prepuretion for the ministry wus made et Drew Theo=
logical Geminary, from which he received his B,U, in 1891, He was
. ond ed. g
ever an ardent mwsaﬁzm.zmmwéwmw es president of the Drew Alumni
hssociation in 1986, lNany young men have turned their fest toward

his beloved Alma Mater under his encouragement and direction,

The Hew Jersey mnswm&mseo received Sherman Grant Pitt
into membership in 1891, ordaining him Deacon by the hands of Bishop
Fitzgerald at Trenton, New Jersey, Murch twenty-second of that year.
From Bishop Yerrill, st Burlington, New Jersey, he received ordination
as Klder, larch twenty-fourth, 1895, Then began a series of pastore

ates notable for their industry, their conservation of youth, thelr
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emphases upon vital Christiean awﬁaﬂwmnnm. They @nawsnam
Znglishtown, Spring Lake, Lakewood, Lembertville, Central

Church, Atlantic City, Central Chureh, Bridgeton, Mercheniville,

and Viaeland, During the World War (1918-1919) Dr. Piti served the
Young len's Christian Associstion as Religicus Work Secretary,
stationed for thirteen months at Camp Lee, Petersburg, Virginia,

and for six mowthk in France, In 1925 he was appointed
Supserintendent of Trenton District; which post he held with

distinction until the time of his death,

It wes for the religious direction of youth &5W¢_ww.
Pitt wus peculiaerly fitted, and it wae in this connection that
he exercised his finest leadership, TFrom 1908 to 1925, as Chairman
of the Conference Board of Xxaminers, he labored consistently
to esteblish higher eddcational stendards for the Conference,
and inspired a host of young preachers to strive for better
educational equipment, !is name is memorably engraved on the

hearts of this numerous company.

Since 1920 our Brother has givea sagpressive and pop-
ular supervision to the summer Institute nw the Conference Epworth
League at Fennington Seminary, There hundreds of adolescent lbves
have been quiickened by his Christly spirit end understanding coun-
sel. The confidence of the young people in their Desn and his wife,
affectionately known to the Institute student body as "Pa" and "Ma",
the common admiretion for their character and Christian wisdom,

providel a covetable tribute.
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Beside his membership in Phi Betsa Kappa , Dr. Pitt
wes alse s member of Delta Upsilon Fraternity; Junior Order of United
hmerican Mechenies (Goodwill Counecil, New Brunswick); and the Free
and Accepted Masons, being Past Master of Amwell lLogge, Lumbertville,
New Jersey, end at the time of his death & member of the Lodge st

Vineland, New Jersey.

On June third, 1891, Sherman Grant Pitt end Ella B
Lawrencs were united in metrimony., The 49%m1ua%eﬁawm%&mxmz that day
lald the foundation of a howe life beautiful for its déwotion and
Wmﬁwwwmwm. A significant tribute was paid these hone~mekers of the
UWethodist parsonage when both their boys 4ewzsae@wmg for life service
in the Ghureh of their parents' love. These sons now gaﬁwewﬁﬁﬁa
the wemory and ministry of their father in dmportant fields of service.
JJawrence Fitt is & member of the New Jersey Conference, serving as

Avenue

pustor of Greemwood fhurch, Tremtoms Weleolm Sleck Pitt renders dise
tinguished service as Professor of Islemics and Creek at the India
Wethodist Theological College, National English School of Theology,

Jubbulpore, Central Provinces, India,

Memorial service$ were conducted in the Creenwood
Avenue Church, Trenton, Wednesday afternoon, December twelfth, That
auditorium, banked with profusion of flowers eloquent of love and hope,
was taxed to its capeaeity by sorrowing frieands, ministers, laymen,
youth, Dr, Herbert J, Beliing, Superinmtendent of the New Brunswick
District, presided, while the Cabinet wes represented by appreciative
words of affection from the Superintendent of the Camden Bistriet, Dr.

Charles I, Fitzgeorge. A letter of condolence was read from Bishop



‘1*&1} .‘t\l]/a\ T I e

Erunest G, Richardsom. A, A, mmawwuy D,De, President of the India
Yethodiet Theological College, spoke glowingly of the character of
this father as reflected in the spirit of the som in India, Doctor
Tuck represented the Board of Foreign Missions in extending sympathy
to &v& berenved family, Js Purman Shook, D D,, read resolutions

of sorrow and praise from the Trenton Distriet Preachers' Meeting.
vsﬁwmm the services the quartetivof Creenwood Avenue Church sang
favorite hymns of consolation and faith, AV the close of the hour
the brethren of the nozweaauaa_mm&xaawa about &we casket to sing
wshall We Gather At The River 1"  Interment wus made in the family
plot at Hlmwood Cemetery, New Brunsiick, New uwuqum the last words

fittingly pronocunced by J. Lawrence Pitt,

So lived and disd one whose spirit God had redeemed,
beautified, aud smpowered by faith in Jesus Christ. The record of
his resurrection is written opposite his name dn the Dook of Life,
the sesls of which may be breken only by Him Vho “"hast made us unto

our God kings and priests,”

“How beautiful upon the mountuins are the feet of him
that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that b¥ingeth good
tidings of good, that puvlisheth salvetionj that seith unto Zion,Thy

God reigneth "

~ Harry Ayres Relyea



_= Pennington Institute sets the idesls, furnishes the
motive power and suppllies the training for all the League's sctivities.
The churches which send thelr young people to Pennington are rewarded
with a quickensed spiritual life and a corps of lesders which make for
greater efficiencys, The Institute is a recruiting station for the
minlstry, From this center have gone young men into our ministry
and wwaw%,ﬁa§w5 {nto our parsonsges. They have also gone into the
verious mission fields of the world.

ame_wﬁﬁedwwﬁn wﬁﬁwwwﬁwwoa was built from the foune
dation up by Shermen Grant Pitts IHe gathered 1ts faculty, he sheped
i1ts policy and breathed into it his own deep spiritual wnwmhf, While
Dr, Pitt was superintendont of Trenton District: yoi, by wnmummxmw;f;11||!1
his work end the greatness of his heart, he belonged to the New Jersey
Conference and to all jethodisme Ere the silver cord was loosed and
the golden bowl was broken, he had poured forth his life of deep de=
votion, of unassuming zeal and constructive character building upon
 the %ﬁﬁﬂﬁ,ﬁ% the Conference, mmﬁwwﬁ&_wﬁﬁew@ them an example of high
9mmwwquﬂm sacrificial m@&dwa@y The years made no change in his
youthful spirit. Iie was like & tree plented by the rivers of water,
that brought forth his fruit in his season, his leaf did not wither
and whatsoever he did for Pennington Hﬁﬁumwﬁaa prospered. The years
may dim his name upon the pages of the Conference Minutes; but his
rediant 1ife, like the werm Gulf Stream, shall flow on through the
youth whom he served, helping to change the cold spiritual climate
of this world and agﬁmw&&.yw,w& yield more abundantly of the fruit
of the spirit.
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Rev. Malcolm Pitt,
58 Rest Camp Road,
Jubbulpore, C.P., Indla,

My dear Malcolm:

Yesterday I was at Trenton attending the funeral
of your father. Your family seemed so appreciative of my coming
and took me right into the inner cirecle. I told your mother I would
write you today,

The service was in Lawrence's church in Trenton,
and the auditorium was packed to the doors, The New Jersey Con-
ference preachers were there in large numbers, The townspeople
also crowded into the church and everywhere there seemed to be a
general recognition of the fact that Trenton had lost one of its
notable citizens, The service was simple and yet impressive. You
will be hearing the details from the family, but I wanted to write
you to say that I have not attended a funeral in recent years where
such widespread and genuine affection was expressed as was done for
your father.

Two of the District Superintendents spoke, then
Dr. A. A. Parker followed, representing you. He was quite brief but
spoke beautifully of your apprecistion of your father and how he knew
Sherman G. Pitt and his fine christian spirit because he knew Nalcolm
itk It was a very happy coincidence that Dr. Parker was in New
Jersey when we got word of the sudden passing of your father,

I had a small part in the service also, and was
privileged to go with Lawrence and his family to the cemetery in New
Brunswick, where your father is buried.

Your mother seemed to be holding up pretty well,
She did not go to the cemetery as it was a long drive. TFortunately
the weather was fine and clear, I think Lawrence was wonderful
in his attitude. He actually read the committal service at the cem-
etery with a strong clear volce, 0f course there were several ref-
erences made to you during the service, Altogether, I think it
was a sSplendid tribute to the influence of your father and the re-
gspect for him in the community.

We know how hard this has been for you and we pray
that you may have strength and courage as well as an increase of faith
because of this sad experience which has come to you, Please accept
the very deep sympathy of the Bpard and of your friends here in the

offlce.
Cordially yours,
§ .M [ wed<
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My desr Mre. Pit%,

Mr. Tuek from our office end Dr. Parker
from Indis officially represented us &t the funersl service
of br. Pitt snd we were very glad thst they could both
be there, especizlly Dr. Parker since he wss sble to stand
up &nd eay thet he tcok the plece of Maleolm at thie service.

I wag preaching in isbury Park on Sunday
morning, when Dr, De Meris, affer we had gone %o the pulpit
and s few minutes before I started preaching, told me
of Dr, Pitt's sudden death on Saturdsy night. It was a very
great shock ss you may well know. (n Sunday evening I
preached in Lakewood and found myeelf in one of your old
parishes. I took oceasion there to speask of Dr., Pitt'se
interest in our work, especially regsrding islecolm,

de went you t0 know how very much you
have been in our minds and om our hearts in recent days
and I desire to eadd to the other messages thst must be coming
to you from meny gquarters, my own testimony of meny years
of loysl friendship with ‘hermen Pitt and my apprecistion
of thet which made him an unusual Chrictian leader.

We know how much of & pride he took in
eleolm and his work and we rejoice *het his children
continue to bear their witness., It must be @ rreat
comfort to you.

| With full assurance of owr sgmpathy
and praeyers for you, I am

wincerely yours,

ARG

AN
N
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The Reverend Malcolm S. Pitt
India Methodist Theological College
Jubbulpore, Indis

My dear Malcolm,

The enclosed copy of a letter which
I have just written to your Mother cannot beein to
express how much you have heen upon my heart and
mind in the lest few days. As you probably hsve
known, yocur Pather and ‘I hsve been good friends for
many years. e were more than just official friends.
#We were the kind thet could git down end chat together
for a lone time without looking st the ¢lock and
without having points, one, two and three to check off.
We loved to share esch others thines and points of view.

I cannot tell you how many times he
would come into the office here, since you have cone
to Indis, just to inguire if we had any recent word from
you, Or %o share with me some recent letter from you.
He wag tremendously interested in whet youn are doing
and was eager for your success.

His passging is lamented by 21l of us, but
how we rejoice in the memory that he has left behind.

Sincerely yours,

ABG
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