
 

EMERGENCY INFORMATION 

HILLSGROVE RANGER STATION ................................................. 570-924-3501 

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT CENTER ........................................... 570-946-4049 

PA STATE POLICE (NON-EMERGENCY) 

  LAPORTE BARRACKS……………………………………………...570-946-4610 

  MONTOURSVILLE BARRACKS…………………………………..570-368-5700 

FIRE ............................................................................................. 911 

AMBULANCE ................................................................................ 911 

SULLIVAN COUNTY MEDICAL CENTER ...................................... 570-946-5101 

 217 King Street, Laporte, PA 

MUNCY VALLEY HOSPITAL ......................................................... 570-546-8282 

 Rt 405, Muncy, PA 

MEMORIAL HOSPITAL ................................................................. 570-265-2191 

 91 Hospital Drive, Towanda, PA 

WILLIAMSPORT HOSPITAL ......................................................... 570-321-1000 

 700 High Street, Williamsport, PA 

POISON CONTROL CENTER ........................................................ 1-800-222-1222 

 

STATE FOREST OFFICES:  

 

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT CEN-

TER:  Turn right on Dry Run Road and 

follow to Route 87. Turn right on Route 

87. Go 9 miles then turn right on Route 

154 in Forksville. Follow 154 9 miles to 

a “T” Turn right on Route 220 and go 1.5 

miles. The RMC will be on your left. 

Open Monday through Friday, 8am to 

4pm.  Phone:  570-946-4049   

 

HILLSGROVE RANGER STATION:  

You are here. Open Monday through Fri-

day, 7am to 5pm, depending on location 

of field staff.  Seasonal weekend hours 

from mid-April through November, gener-

ally 10am to 6pm.  Phone 570-924-3501 

 

 

Wear Orange for Your Safety 

During Hunting Seasons 

DCNR recommends wearing some bright clothing preferably or-

ange for the months of October thru January and the month of 

May for your safety. 

General hunting seasons are listed below.  For specific dates 

contact PA Game Commission or go to www.pgc.state.pa.us 

Deer: 

 Archery: 1st Sat in Oct thru 2nd Sat in Nov 

 Muzzleloader:  3rd Sat thru 4th Sat of Oct 

 Firearms (Senior & Youth): 4th Thurs thru 4th   

  Sat in Nov 

 Regular Firearms:  1st Mon after Thanksgiving for 2 wks, 

  ending Sat evening 

 Flintlock: Dec 26th thru 2nd Sat of Jan 

Bear: 

 Archery:  3rd week of Nov (Mon-Sat) 

 Firearms: Sat thru Wed before Thanksgiving 

 Firearms (Special):  same as 1st week of Reg Firearms For 

  Deer season 

Turkey: 

 Spring:  month of May 

 Fall:  1st Sat thru 3rd Sat of Nov and for 3 days beginning 

  on Thanksgiving 

Small Game (in general):  3rd Sat of Oct thru Sat after Thanksgiv-

ing and Monday after Reg Firearms Deer season thru 3rd week-

end in Feb 

Hillsgrove Ranger Station 

A Look into the Past 
 

CCC Camp 96 

 Following the Great Depression, President Franklin Roosevelt proposed government programs 
to get people back to work. The Civilian Conservation Corps began in 1933 with an act of Congress 
and employed young men to do conservation work including fighting fires and planting trees as well 
as building campgrounds, parks, roads, trails, and swimming areas. 

 Pennsylvania had the second highest number of CCC camps in the nation with a total of 113, 
one of which was located right here. The 317th Company was located here at S-96-PA and consisted 
of 195 men from Philadelphia. The camp existed from 1933 through 1936 and completed many im-
portant projects, the highlight of which being the road to the High Knob Overlook. This project alone 
took 6,723 man days of work! In addition to this camp there were five others located in what is now 
the Loyalsock State Forest. The CCC’s were responsible for much of the infrastructure you will enjoy 
on your visit. 

 

Jackson Flats 

 John Jackson and his family came from England in the mid-1800s and homesteaded briefly on 
the flats just below High Knob. The family went without a door to their cabin their first winter and 
had to drag a log behind their wagon while descending the mountain to keep it from overtaking the 
horses. Eventually the Jacksons relocated to a cabin near the mouth of Huckle Run at the base of 
Camp Mountain. One can only imagine the difficulty of surviving on a remote mountain after having 

come from a city in England. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hillsgrove 

 Hillsgrove was named for John Hill, an early settler of the area who also built and operated a 
sawmill in 1789. As with most villages, the area grew with the lumbering industry. Pines were the first 
to be cut out of the area, followed by hemlocks, which were sought for their bark to be used for tan-
ning. The tanning industry prospered in Hillsgrove from the late 1870s to the early 1900s. Finally the 
hardwoods were cut out adding nearly two decades to the life of the industry in the area. 

 Charles Sones played a pivotal role in the history of the area. He was awarded the contract to 
cut the timberland of the Union Tanning Company, and operated a sawmill on Kettle Creek from 1902 
to 1908. The Susquehanna and Eagles Mere Railroad ran past this sawmill village of Soneville and 
connected Eagles Mere to Hillsgrove. Sones eventually moved his operations to Masten and com-
pleted his contract in 1917. The Central Pennsylvania Lumber Company then purchased his interests 
and continued working in the area until 1930. 

 

Loyalsock State Forest 

 Joseph Rothrock became the first Commissioner of Forestry in 1895. The then State Depart-
ment of Forestry had 110,000 acres by 1900. These lands propagated forests and protected water-
sheds. The State Forest system continued to grow in the 1920s under Governor Gifford Pinchot, pri-
or chief of the U.S. Forest Service.  

 Much of Loyalsock State Forest was purchased from the Central Pennsylvania Lumber Compa-
ny in the early 1930s following the great lumbering era. Through the efforts of the CCCs and early 
Forestry workers such as Frances McCarty, for whom McCarty Road is named, the State Forest has 
developed into an exceptional public resource. 

 

 

 

Recreation 
 

High Knob Overlook 

 Visitors come to High Knob in June to view the laurel in bloom and in early October to appreci-
ate the vibrant fall colors. This inspiring overlook offers a view of nearly 25 miles extending over 
seven counties. 

 

Loyalsock Trail 

 Having crossed Kettle Creek at mile twenty-five, the Loyalsock Trail passes Dutter’s Run and 
Mary’s View before arriving at Dry Run Road three miles above here. Continuing on it wraps around 
the base of High Knob passing the center point of the 59 mile trail. It then switchbacks to High Knob 
Road. The LT crosses Cape Run and passes through Split Rock before descending to the Ketchum 
Run Gorge where two waterfalls are located. It passes Lower and Upper Alpine Views as it climbs to 
Coal Mine Road. 

 

District Hiking Trails 

 The Dutters, Jackson, High Knob, High Landing, Holtzauer, Jackson, Ketchum Run, Old Bark, 
Old House,  and Stony Run Trails allow for an additional fourteen miles of hiking opportunities. From 
the interesting rock outcroppings of The Holtzauer Trail to the small pond on Jackson Flats these 
scenic trails offer an array of potential day hikes. 

 

Recreational Trailhead 

 Located at the intersections of High Knob, Shanerburg, and World End Roads Roads (SR 3009), 

a recreational trailhead provides access to the Bridle Trail, Double Run Ski Trail, and The Fern Rock 

Nature Trail. The trailhead contains parking areas, latrines, and shelters. There is also a camping ar-

ea for horseback riders with horses and trailers. In addition to providing access to the ski trail in the 

winter months, the area is also utilized by snowmobilers. The year-round use of this area means 

everyone must exercise good judgment,  common courtesy and concern for the trail’s environment. 

 

Bridle Trail 

 The bridle trail consists of two 25-mile loops, referred to as the East Loop and the West Loop, 
each beginning and ending at the trailhead along Worlds End Road. Horseback riders will find that 
both of the 25-mile loops offer many hours of excellent riding through a wide variety of landscapes 
and forest types and conditions. The Bridle Trail follows the Old House Trail down to the Ranger Sta-
tion and passes right here following High Knob Trail to the northeast. 

 

 

 

 

 

Double Run Ski Trail  

 Approximately 14 miles of inter-connecting trails on the west side of Worlds End Road are situ-

ated in the “Coal Mine Area”.  For skier safety, Coal Mine Road is closed to vehicular traffic for most 

of the skiing season.  East of the road, approximately 7 miles of trail located in the “Forest Inn Tract” 

are accessed from the back end of the snowmobile parking loop.   

 

Fern Rock Nature Trail 

 The ferns and rocks of the area lend their name to this path. Located at the intersection of High 

Knob and Worlds End Roads this two-mile loop trail traverses flat but rugged terrain. Narrative 

guides are available that allow visitors to learn about forest ecosystems at the 31 stations along the 

trail. 

 

Hunting 

 Hunting for deer, turkey, grouse, squirrels, and black bear is a popular use of the forest during 

designated seasons. The Hillsgrove Ranger Station also serves annually as a bear check station and 

is surrounded by excellent black bear habitat. 

Left: CCC Camp 96. The 

CCC was responsible for 

much of the infrastructure 

you will enjoy on your visit, 

including Dry Run Picnic 

Area and the road to High 

Knob Overlook. 

Right: Alpine View. This spot on the LT looks 

up the Loyalsock Valley.  

Left: Rode’s Falls. Ketchum Run is designated as 

an exceptional value stream. This gorge is particu-

larly stunning in the spring. 

 

Welcome to the Hillsgrove Ranger Station of the Loyalsock State Forest. This state forest located in Sullivan, Lycoming and Bradford Counties is a valuable part of 

Pennsylvania’s 2.2 million acre State Forest system.  It receives its name from the Loyalsock Creek, which winds for over 60 miles through the forest district.  The 

Loyalsock State Forest contains about 115,000 acres, characterized by high plateaus and ridges cut with numerous deep stream valleys.  Northern hardwood tree 

species, such as black cherry, white ash, tulip-poplar and hemlock associated with birch, beech and maple, fill the forest.  The beauty of these hardwoods, combined 

with the spectacular topography provides for a diversity of forest based recreational opportunities. The area surrounding the Ranger Station is quite beautiful and 

abounds with natural features such as numerous waterfalls and scenic vistas. 

Right: John, “Johnny” 

Jackson at his cabin below 

Camp mountain after hav-

ing moved down off of 

Jackson Flats. 

Used by permission of the Sullivan County 

Genealogical Web Page:   

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~pasulliv   

 All rights reserved.  


