CHAPTER IL

J!L GLENGARRY DOUBLE SLEIGH
4 FIITY YEARS AGO.

£ Tue old people of Montreal may have some
B faint recoliection of o (lengarry double sleigh
fof half a century ago, hut to the young of this
g generation, and even to young Glengarrians of
E: ke present dey, it will be quite o novelty to
 them to learn how their worthy grandfathers
¥used to come to town. Therefore, we shall'bring
f them back to thase good, quiet old times belore
:i.he introduction of ruilways into this Canada of
‘oura. There were twoe noted annuval aerivals in
f those early daye, which caused more talk and
f created greater excitement on the streets of old
¥ Moutres] than the arrival now-a-days of an ocean
B eteamer. One wan the arrival of the firso 1ndian
_"'mnue from the North-West, carrying the news
.': and the letters of a past year from those then
Y- peatly Polar regions. The other way the frso
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»:’,iyfbat(’h of Glenrfa,ri* double slei&hs'tdréach'“JObn o

- Grant’s,” or som her of the Sc ,ch mns

~ taverns of'\' ntrea] about Christn as week,
. loaded with all good things t0 replemsh the cel- :

of the eltu.ens, and to place before the

in pmk,” butter cheese, etc., an oppor-i e

'tunlty for proﬁtable investment.

Glengamy was then as now, some seventy or
'ewbty miles from Montreal but travelhno* Was' :

fqulte dlff'erent, You wuld not, the"

To undertake a jor ney in the old 5
da.va in wmter was a matter ofa week——two da.ys S
to come down; hree da.ys here, and two days to
return. A;Contemplated,x’f t in the old timeby '
- aGlengarry farmer was known from one end of
- his concession to the other. It was spoken of
for weels at kirk or chdp'el as an event, and
"mfmy and various were the httle commlssmns" '

,Jmposed upon him to execute

Since the comtrnctlon of ra lways the :
- "hou%es are ‘

: ]and h‘ld not yet been over“orlied ' )
'Vlshed ‘The farms were well stocked ha,vmg' c

ten to ﬁfteen he"id nf horned ca,ttle, some.

the people lived in great comfort They on;Iy',f,:
SC&I‘LG ing was I‘e‘ldy cash, '
The young men of the county usually went to .
:the shanties durmcr the winter months Wlthj”
',the1r teams of oxen or horses to haul the squa,re’
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z guagers, Dtmald 'dd Evan ¢ phed the bevemrrej :
'Vﬁom their own fair sheaves,'- at fired thelr

- Hwhland,blood with mickle glee.”

, ,at,change has teken place since those
- prmntlve days. The young men, during the
- pust forty ,h'ue al st entirely lef't thef
~ county, & goodly number of them to follow the
S occulmtwn of contractors on public works in the
United States and Canada. Many of them have
','prospered ‘Not one- -half, we beheve, of the
~ young men could now be found i in the old County

of Glengarry as were there at the time of the

- rebellion of 1837' vhen nearlg two thousand
. ﬁghtmg men were mustered in ne Weekf 5 '
We 1nv1te the 1eader to come Wlth us, in retro-
- speet, to a falm house in Locblel in the then

','backwoods:ofv Glengalry There i is alary ge home-'i

~ made sleigh standing empty under the barnshed.
- It is some ten to twelve feet long, four to ﬁve

feet wide, w1th sides three to four feet high.
The runners were cut from a large ‘olrch or elm

- g',ftree The who]e s home—made,” except the
iron on the runnew and the necessary nalls and

, ,bolts

: ',',old Gleng
~ strong and well

CANADIAN PEN AND INK SKETGHEb .

Now, to the lo 1ng~—-1en us lake a puﬂp at its - o
,contents Some ten ora dozen small tubs or kews :
~of butter in the bottom, a dozen or- two small
: ,cheeses, a few bags of timothy seed then much ,
= prlzed a few fowl, turkeys, geese, etc., to ﬁll up

gaps, then eight to ten well-fed dressed hogs

"(Glengarry pork was mnearly equal to Irish), -
e bemdes many llttle odds and ends, such as home-; .

made socks and mits, then much prized in Mont- , ;,

“real, and maybe, a few extra hides and stray .
furs collected at the farm-house du ’gi the year. "

~after the fashwn aGIengarry

,' double sle1gh was loaded in- the old i

o lee.vmo for Montreal ; the whole, we s
~weigh about 2,500 to 3,000 pounds, 1epresent1 g :
ca,sh value from $200 to $200 : o

ccember, Wlth :

 good sle1gh1ng, the delay m sta.rtmg is w tmg = ,'

to hear if the ferrles are frozen over; all i isnow

ready. ‘Food for man and horse had to be added

to the lodd ThlS was some doz.en bundles of

~ hay and a few bags of oats for th horses, anda
' small kist or box contammg'a , it
E ham and a couple of loeves of' bread







_enough ann neing' the coming of the Cameron :

” - and ';thQ,Maéd'oinild*'m e to“n

The reader of to-day never heard the merry e
= elmo'-clon-'r of the. loud soundmg, ]‘LI‘UE Glenmarry .
, 'bells of thosc days The) (,ould be heard fully -
~ halfa m1le dxstant Those ' ,arry bells were '

: 1eglslat1ve hallb, or on the attle—ﬁeld

Just as the shades of evenmv are ,elosmg,,over -

' :’,’the unhghted str

~ are passing down St. Joseph btreet,'some wend-
ing their way to John Grant’s, on St. Henry
'bt}.eet chms to ba.ndy Shaw s, at the corner of -

H'MeBarton sf’on St Paul street oppcoblte to th

_centre of the present St. A 's market, and i

- CANADIAN PEN AND INK

y tmms arriving everv hou :

- 'hardly éoncelve the 1mpoltfmce such an dlllle ’
- was to the old mhabltants of Montxe*ml Per- g

mg of the 11vers and ferrles many artLeles of
oountry produce becoming scarce and dear, and

Tloads of good. things from the
' TOWNSHIPS ARGENTEUIL AND GLLNGARRY

x10ubly 1ooked for.
1y,v1s1t to the, ' rn
housewives ofold ! 'reayl,,wais?the first
ty of the day. There they found Donald,
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Bv an and Sfmdy prepared with all the native

i dx&mt) of Ilmhlanders, to gree their tcmn ous

tomers, and to allow the ladies to mspeet th ir
o good thmgs, and tabs oi butter, eheese, tmkeys
ete., soon found ready sale. :

Gltngarr) butter had o special character of =
“being crood in those early daye, and the first
 arrivals found 1efxd y sale to private famlheb the

 traders and merchants picked up the balance.

' - Some of the older Glengwru(ms who had visited :

town sev Ll"Ll tlm(,s before had le'u‘ned that sudes
~ of pork cut into nice “roastmw pleces » found a

’,'leﬂ.dv sale; therefore, tlley had prepared them-'

~ selves for this ,demfmd by Whleh they proﬁted
ylmgely '

Our Glenwam fricnds soon iound theu slelghe &
: emptv, and their pockets full of good hard silver.
o We shall allow them to prepare for their return

: home, after purchasmrr such needed articles as
they 1eqmred for. then houses and their farms,
o th(.b(} bemg mo&tl) in the hardware line, such as

~ axes, s'tw,s, naﬂs ete but one ver ¥ eommon wrtl- -

cle, « leerpool 'ok up most of the slexgh

,,'ﬁnef'u"ly GVery s aton ofsaltg
- 'homo ! rtic ,shllhng a

- CANADIAN PEN “AND INK SKE

falmet to buy from the eountry merehant, owxnm

. il he"“’}’ Ghawe of traneport in those early'“
~days. :

The’old Glen yarry double slelgh hke th'

“once far- famed mail coach of 0old En«‘land
= ',now an 1nst1tut10n of the pa,st—-a rehe of de-',
- pwrted days. We shall never again see one on
“the road. We might use “the vulgar phrase,' e
i Thelr usefulnees is gone Never again shall :
: their loud- soundmg bells, once so fd.ml]l'hl‘ here i
be hea,rd on the streets of Montredl announemg: :

return' : : = o
~ Relic of departed days £ eWell i The erter

: ha,s endeavoured to plcture one of those slelghs, :
and its usefulnees “to the bes '
~ ability. Although not a Glen :

as famlllar in his young days w1th a Grlen-,
- garry double elelgh as most Glencraruans He
has seen squade of tweuty—ﬁve and  some-
txmes 1fifty, on the road at one tnne, and heis .
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- mearly two hundred doubl sleighs
~ the two rerr1ments on their way to the Napi

ville f'rontler, where they were statloned durmg‘

"the winter of. 1838

CANADIAN ARBOR DAY, 1889,
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