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One of the very earliest
concerns of Mansfielders was
to provide educational facili
ties within the community.
Public schools were establish
ed just as soon as enough set
tlers arrived in the area to
support them. In the immedi
ate post Civil War era a
school building program was
launched that carried through
the 1880's affording public
school education on the ele
mentary and secondary level
for all children in the com
munity.

Very early in Mansfield his
tory there was also an in
tense interest in providing
education beyond the scope
of the public schools, particu
larly in the area of business
training. This interest culmi
nated in the establishment of
a private business school in
1866.

Mansfield was a fast grow
ing business and commercial
community. Railroads were
serving the community and
commerce was the lifeblood.
The need for trained persons
in the business and commer
cial field sparked the estab
lishment of this first Mans
field Business College at the
close of the Civil War.

Over the past hundred years
a number of business schools
entered and then disappeared
there have been mergers and
changing of names through
out the years. The one sur
viving school, The Mansfield
Business College now locat
ed at 30 East Cook Rd., can
trace its lineage back to a
business school established
about thirty years ago by lo
cal people.

The Ohio Business College
which in 1904 merged with the
Mansfield Business College
carne to the Mansfield scene
in the early 1880's and estab
lished the first night school in
the community.

A broadside describing the
Ohio Business School's night
classes, curriculum and the
school facilities published in
1898 is a classic in private
school promotion. The broad
side describes the night school
as a "hummer." It points out
that pupils are taught "to
write as business calls for
writing - not a slow, dead,
out-of-date method such as
you would find doled out by
an incompetent."

Joseph W. Sharp was the
administrator of the school
when this information was
published. Sharp had 'a Mas
ters and Doctors degree 'and
was affiliated with the school
for a number of years.

The Mansfield Business Col
lege classes met at 6 West
Fourth Street until the mer
ger in 1904. P. W. Frederick
was the administrator of that
school.

Old records show that in
1871 John K. Wilder was presi
dent of a Business College lo
cated at 213-215 East Market

(Park Avenue East) 81. A
Dickinson Secretarial School
was located in the Richland
Trust Building in the early
1903's.

After the merger of the
Ohio and Mansfield Business
Colleges in 1904 the school
was named the Mansfield
Ohio Business College. Around
1930 the school was sold to
the Massillon Commercial In
stitute interests and renamed
the Mansfield Commercial In
stitute.

The Mansfield Business

Training School was organiz
ed under the leadership of
D. L. Burns and 'again stu
dents were hiking up the
long and steep stairways of
the old Stoodt building on
South Park St.

Mrs. Rhediar Jones is
the present Director of both
day and evening classes with
a total enrollment of 111 stu
dents in commercial courses.

(Photos from the files of
the Mansfield Business Col
lege courtesy Richland Coun
ty Historical Society.)


