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EDITORIAL SKETCHES

Charlotte Reeve Conover, writer and lecturer of Dayton was
born in that city in 1855, a daughter of Dr. J. C. and Emma (Bar-
low) Reeve. Graduated in 1874 from the Central High School,
she subsequently went abroad and continued her studies at Geneva,
Switzerland, and after her return, in 1879, was married to Frank
Conover. Her career has been devoted to writing, lecturing and
contributing to magazines. For three years she conducted a de-
partment known as The Secret Society of Mothers in the Ladies’
Home Journal, and on several occasions has been on the staff of
local papers, for three years conducting the Woman’s Page for the
Dayton ﬁews and for four years (at different times) being a special
writer for the Dayton Journal. Among other works, she is author
of Some Dayton Saints and Prophets, The Story of Dayton, Con-
cerning the Forefathers, The Beck Family, David Gebhart, and
many other pamphlets of historical interest. After four years’
research in historical libraries in the United States and France,
she prepared a set of six interpretative lectures on the great French
comic dramatist, Moliere, which were given in Boston, at the Brook-
lyn Institute, the Chautauqua Assembly, N. Y., the Western College,

xford, the College for Women, Oxford, Painesville College for
‘Women, Mills College, California, Cleveland, Chicago, Los Angeles
and many other cities, in private schools, clubs and homes. In 1904,
Mrs. Conover spent a summer at the Cours de Vacances of the Uni-
versity of Geneva, Switzerland, studying French literature and the
French language. Her courses of weekly lectures on Current
Events have been given to large classes for years at Dayton, and
during a two-year western trip at San Francisco, Berkeley, Oak-
land, Alameda, Los Angeles, Redlands and Alhambra.

Hon. Willard J. Wright. Gifted in marked degree, fitted by
training and natural ability as a jurist, it is not surprising that
Judge %Villard J. Wright has attained to eminence among the
members of the Bench of Ohio. The Judge of the Court of Com-
mon Pleas was born at Lebanon, Ohio, August 23, 1875, a son of
Judge Lot and Louisa (Jurey) Wright. After attending the public
schools of his native place, he entered Princeton university, from
which institution he was graduated with honors in 1896, and secured
his legal education at the University of Cincinnati Law School.
Being admitted to the Bar in June, 1899, he entered upon a general .
practice at Lebanon, and met with more than ordinary success, for
he was very learned in the law, had an intellect of great exactness
and clearness, and posséssed a sound and instructed judgment and
wonderful tenacity of purpose. He excelled both in the prepara-
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tion of a case and in its conduct, convincing court and jury not so
much by eloquence, although a good speaker, as by perspicuity of
statement and entire candor of manner. In consultation his judg-
merit was as valuable as any of his ablest associates, and he was
often called upon, while his own practice grew to be very large and
important. In November, 1912, he was elected Judge of the Court
of Common Pleas of Warren county, Ohio, and so satisfactory was
his occupancy of the Bench, that in November, 1918, he was. re-
elected without opposition. March 14, 1903, Judge Wright was
united in marriage with Miss Harryet Crigler, of Springfield, Ohio,
and to this union there have been born two children: Russell C. and
Elizabeth Lou.

Clayton Augustus Leiter was born in Middletown, Ohio, the
son of Frederick Ziegler and Louisa (Breitenbach) Leiter, April 23,
1872. His father was a native of Leitersburg, Md., where he had
received his education and in the vicinity of which he taught schools
for several years prior to emigrating to Hamilton, where he located
in 1853. His mother was the daughter of Josiah and Elizabeth
Shade Breitenbach, both natives of Lebanon, Pa., from which place
they emigrated to Hamilton in 1837. During the early youth of Mr.
Leiter, his father taught school at Amanda, Jacksonburg and
Symmes Corner, but in 1877, located permanently in Hamilton.
Mr. Leiter was educated in the public schools of Hamilton, grad-
uating from the high school with the class of 1891, on June 19, of
that year. He accepted a reportorial position on the Hamilton Daily
Democrat August 1, 1891, and held this position until 1893, when
he succeeded Frank E. Brandt as city editor, Mr. Brandt resigning
to go to the city editorship of the Hamilton Daily Republican. Mr.
Leiter continued in this position until June 19, 1898, when he went
to East Liverpool, Ohio, to accept the editorship of the East Liver-
pool Daily Crisis, which position he held until August 15, 1899,
when he returned to Hamilton to again become the city editor of
the Daily Democrat. When' this newspaper property was acquired
by Homer Gard and his associates in 1903, he became the vice-
president of the Butler County Democrat company. On January
1, 1914, he was made editor of the Hamilton Evening Journal, the
successor of the Hamilton Daily Democrat, which position he still
holds. Mr. Leiter has devoted his entire life to newspaper work
and is recognized as one of the leaders in his profession. He is
frequently consulted by newspaper men of other cities as to his
methods and the means of his success. This information is always
gladly given, but to those who know him best it is known that the
success and the position which he has attained are wholly due to a
close application to his work, a determination not to let personal
pleasure or personal advantage influence him in the slightest degree ;
and his unswerving honesty of purpose.

Fraternally, Mr. Leiter is a member of but two organizations—
Hamilton Lodge, No. 93, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks,
of which he has the distinction of being the only exalted ruler to be
elected to two terms; and of Van Der Veer Camp, Sons of Veterans.
Much of the present rejuvenation of the Elks’ lodge in Hamilton is
due to his genius as an organizer and his wonderful directing force.
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Religiotisly, Mr. Leiter is a Baptist, a member of the First
Baptist church of Hamilton, in which he has taken quite an active
part and in which he has held several offices of trust. Politically,
is a Democrat, but has never aspired to public office, although his
counsel and advice have been frequently sought by those desiring
to gain recognition at the hands of the people. Mr. Leiter, how-
ever, is not offensive in his partisanship, and is not given to a per-
sonal discussion of political questions. He has been twice a member
of the Board of Trustees of Lane Public Library—from May, 1903,
ugztil January 1, 1914, and from January 1, 1917, until January 17,
1921, .

On April 21, 1897, he was united in marriage with Emma
Louise Ziliox, daughter of Jacob and Catherine (Rish) Ziliox. No
children have been born of this union. Mrs. Leiter is quite active
in social and church work and is at present the president of the
board of trustees of the Hamilton Training School for Girls, and
also active in committee work of the Young Woman’s Christian as-
sociation. She gives freely of her time and energy to any worthy
cause.

W. C. Culkins, writer, business man and civic official of Cin-
cinnati, was born May 12, 1868, in Greenup county, Kentucky, and
as a child was taken by his parents to Ironton, Ohio, where he
obtained his education and graduated from high school in 1886.
Subsequently, he studied law in the office of H. S. Weal, but be-
came attracted to journalistic work and was editor of the first daily
newspaper published at Ironton. Removing to Cincinnati in 1891
to take a position on the Commercial Gazette, he was later connected
with Cincinnati papers in the capacities of city editor, political
editor and New York, Washington and Columbus correspondent.
During 1906 and 1907 he served as city auditor of Cincinnati, and
then became vice-president and general manager of the Columbia
Life Insurance company, leaving those positions to become man-
ager of a special department of the Equitable Life Insurance com-
pany of New York. In 1911 he became secretary of the Cincinnati
Chamber of Commerce and retained that office until 1917, when he
was appointed director of street railroads of Cincinnati. Mr. Cul-
kins has various important business connections, being president
of the Hyde Park Building & Loan company, secretary and a di-
rector of the Hotel Gibson company and secretary of the Ohio Val-
ley Improvement association. He holds the rank of captain in
the Cincinnati Home Guards, and is a member of the Chamber of
Commerce, the Business Men’s club, the Ohio Valley Historical
association, the Hyde Park Business club and the City club. Fra-
ternally, he is a Blue Lodge Mason, an Odd Fellow and a member
of the Knights of Pythias. He is married and has two sons and
one daughter.






THE STORY OF MONTGOMERY
COUNTY

THE success of Gen. St. Clair as governor of the whole North-
west Territory was doubtful inasmuch as his type of mind
refused to grasp new conditions and meet new emergencies. The
antagonism of politicians and land speculators with whom he had
been compelled to deal inflexibly added to his conservative attitude
in a country where only the opposite attitude was possible to ad-
vancement, spelled his fall. Ohio felt she needed the standing of a
state and although the territory did not have the requisite population
of sixty thousand measures were set in motion to that end. Gen.
Worthington and Gen. Baldwin went to Washington to use their not
inconsiderable influence, with the result that on April 30, 1802, con-
gress passed the necessary enabling act to render Ohio a state. On
November 1st of the same year, the first constitutional convention
met at Chillicothe and adjourned on the 20th of the same month, hav-
ing accomplished their object. The new constitution provided for the
widest individual liberty and the least governmental power. It forbid
slavery and proclaimed religious liberty. On March 1, 1803, the
first state legislature met at Chillicothe and Ohio became a political
area and a political fact. She was the seventeenth in the sister-
hood of states and began her history with boundaries substanti-
ally the same as at present. Charles Willing Byrd discharged
tllxe duties of governor until the first regular state election took
place.

Montgomery county was in 1804 the largest of the divisions
in the Miami lands. In it were included the present counties of
Preble, Darke, Mercer, Allen, Van Wert, Paulding, Williams, Ful-
ton, Henry, Defiance, Putnam, Auglaize, Shelby and Miami. As
the census increased and county business increased new boundaries
had to be made and new county seats set up. At the time of the
emergence of Ohio as a state, Montgomery county was six or seven
times as large as it is now, taking in the areas of fourteen of our
present counties. The sixth section of the Act of Congress which
establishes Ohio as a state contained this clause: “The temporary
seat of justice of Montgomery County shall be held at the house of
George Newcom in the town of Dayton,” and thus established Day-
ton not merely as the geographical but the judicial center of the
the then great west. As at present constituted Montgomery county
is divided into fourteen townships, viz.: Washington, organized 1801’;
Miami, 1829; Van Buren, 1841; Mad River, 1841; Wayne, 1810;
German, 1803;; Jackson, 1814; Jefferson, 1805; Harrison, 1841;
Madison, 1890; Perry, 1820; Butler, 1817; Randolph, 1804; and
Clay, 1825.

II-2
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Of the areas of this county half of two townships and a fraction
of a third drain to the Little Miami while the other parts of the
county slope to the Great Miami.

The story of the settlement of Montgomery county has been
often told and printed.* In this place a mere condensation will
suffice. When finally the peace treaty signed at Greenville follow-
ing the victory of Gen. Wayne’s forces over the Indians had given
security to this valley the settlers began to push in in search of
homes. In the winter of 1795-6, after the preliminary survey by
Dunlop and Van Cleve, a party was made up in Cincinnati to es-
tablish and occupy a town at the mouth of Mad river. In the spring,
the party was divided in three parts, two of which started north with
their wagons through the woods in the path surveyed by Dunlop,
and one by river in a pirogue. All three arrived about the same
time, the river party debarking at the head of Jefferson street and
proceeded to build a shack out of the remains of the boat and make
themselves otherwise at home. This was April in 1796. Among
these pioneer families were thé Van Cleves, the Newcoms, the
Thompsons, the Hamers, the Mercers, and the Davises, sixty in all.
For five or six years the history of Dayton was the same as that of
all pioneer settlements, hard living in a rough country, no roads,
heavy woods to be felled, danger from wild animals and Indians,
ague, cold winters and hot summers, work from sunrise to sunset
and no money. The greatest difficulty did not arise from physical
hardship but in that of uncertain title to property. At one time there
only six families left in Dayton, the rest having moved away to
where they could be sure of ownership to their homes. Daniel
Cooper was the man who saved the day in early Dayton. He bought
almost all the land there was in the new settlement and gave his
purchasers good titles, then went to Cincinnati and settled it with
the government at his own risk.

Then things began to move. In the winter of 1797 Dayton
township was formed. The name Dayton was given because, next
to Symmes, Gen. Jonathan Dayton was the most prominent man in
the negotiations that led to the original purchase. Its boundaries
embraced all the territory between the Miami rivers from an east
and west line through the middle of Washington and Miami town-
ships to the Indian boundary line, including several whole counties
and large portions of other counties. In March, 1803, the legislature
enacted a law by which seven new counties were formed, four of
them being taken from Hamilton and Ross counties, namely :' But-
ler, Warren, Montgomery and Greene. Gen. Richard Montgomery,
for whom the county was named, was an Irish officer in the British
army and came to America in that capacity in 1754. When our
troubles with the mother country began Gen. Montgomery took the
part of the colonists, was commissioned by Congress, and had an
honorable career in the Revolutionary war. In 1807 Montgomery
county was reduced in size by the formation of Miami county out

* Van Cleve’s Dairy; Steele’s Early Dayton; Drury’s History of Dayton
and Montgomery County.
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of its northern area. In 1808 it suffered a further reduction by the
organization of Preble county.

Thus, while Montgomery county was at the time of the Dayton
settlement a part of Hamilton county and later became the parent
of three other entire counties, her boundaries were successively
rearranged until they preserved approximately their present state.

The officers appointed for Dayton township in 1799 were,
Samuel Thompson, constable; J. McGrew, assessor, and John
Ewing, collector. A new office was created for Dayton township—
that of justice of the peace—to which D. C. Cooper was appointed.
His docket, beginning Oct. 4, 1799, and closing March 15, 1803, is
the earliest local official record in existence. The assessments for
Dayton townshi&for 1799 were $233.72, of which the amount col-
lected was $224.64.

In 1800 Jerome Holt was appointed constable of Dayton town-
ship, his duty being to “list the free male inhabitants of twenty-one
years of age and older,” for which service he was paid $19.50. In
1801 Benjamin Van Cleve was appointed surveyor for Dayton
township, and took in $576.62%;. This tax list proved conclusively
that as the population was increasing so rapidly Dayton township
should be reorganized, which was done by a meeting at the house of
George Newcom on the first Monday in April, 1802, when the first
election was held. It resulted in the selection of a town clerk,
several trustees, two overseers of the poor, three fence viewers,
two appraisers of houses, and several road supervisors and con-
stables. These officers served until the organization of Montgomery
county, which took place, as has been told, the following year.

When Dayton became the county seat the entire population
consisted of seven or eight men, six women and eight children, a
total of a little over twenty persons. Of the scattered families living
up and down the valley there is no record whatever. After the
land question was satisfactorily settled the town increased rapidly.

The act of the legislature creating Montgomery county passed
March 24, 1803, and on June 21 the first election was held, the
occasion being that of deciding upon the first member of Congress
from the new state. The candidates were Jeremiah Morrow, Wil-
liam McMillan, William Goforth. The winning name was Jeremiah
Morrow, who for the next ten years was Ohio’s only representative
in Congress and was one of the ablest public men of his day. The
election was followed shortly by the convening of the Common
Pleas court. Hon. Francis Dunlevy of Lebanon, president of the
first judicial district, opened court with Benjamin Archer, John
Ewing and Isaac Spinning as associate judges. The next year
county commissioners were appointed and held their first session in
June, 1804. In 1805 the town of Dayton was incorporated by an
act of the Ohio legislature bearing the date Feb. 22, 1805. Credit
for this was due to the activity of D. C. Cooper who was a member
of the assembly at that time. The charter provided for the election
of town officials, including a select council, provided for the place of
meeting and ordered fines for anyone refusing to act as a city
officer if elected. That same year the first court house was built on
the site of the present one, the first jail was erected, the Dayton
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Library society was incorporated, and a flood eight feet deep swept
over the center of the town. In 1806 the first school was established,
and in 1808 the Dayton academy was incorporated. In 1809 Robert
Patterson built a fulling mill, and D. C. Cooper installed a carding
machine. By this time there was one two-story brick store and
dwelling on the corner of Jefferson and First streets belonging to
H. G. Phillips; there was one drug store, one blacksmith shop, a
cooper shop and a carpenter shop.

From such small beginnings has Montgomery county grown
in the century and more since its settlement. At the present time
within its four hundred and eighty square miles of territory it has
a population estimated on the increase since the last census as two
hundred thousand, with Dayton, its county seat, at one hundred and
sixty thousand; with property valued at $261,824,700.

Townships of Montgomery County

The legislative act establishing the territory of Montgomery
county went into effect May 1, 1803. Shortly afterward the first
four townships in the district were organized by the associate judges
of the County court, viz: Washington, German, Dayton and Eliza-
beth townships. The boundaries of the first-named took in all land
embraced in the southeast corner of the county, from the Miami
river east to the Greene county line, extending south approximately
from the present northern boundary of the township for about seven
miles to the Warren county line. Dayton township comprised the
territory touching the Greene county line west to the Miami river,
north of Washington township to a line parallel and close to the
north boundary of the eighth range of townships. In the tract
denominated as the German township was embodied all land lying
from the state line east to the Miami river, and from the limiting
confines of Butler county north to a line running west from the
same stream to the state line parallel to and several miles south of
the present south line of Miami county. Elizabeth township con-
tained the residue of the county lying north of Dayton dnd German
townships.

Washington Township. Originally, Washington township was
one of the largest townships in Montgomery county, extending
seven miles north and south, and on the east and west from German
township to the border line of Greene county. But in the year
1829, it surrendered a strip of land on its western frontier to the
forming of Miami township, and eleven years later was compelled
to yield an area of one mile in width to assist in the making of Van
Buren township, thus decreasing its own size to a territory com-
prising about thirty square miles, its length exceeding its width by
the distance of one mile. Settlements in Washington township
antedated those at Dayton by about two months. In the early
spring of the year 1796 three surveyors from Kentucky were so
. charmed by the potentialities of the land lying around the present
site of the village of Centerville that they selected home sites in
that vicinity, and returning to Kentucky for their families and primi-
tive household effects, later returned and built cabins upon the
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farms selected by them. Their names are worthy of record—Benja-
min Robbins, Aaron Nutt, and Benjamin Archer. The last named
pioneer, however, did not remain long in the township, removing in
the year 1824 to Fort Wayne, Indiana; but his six years’ residence
on Ohio soil placed him among the influential men of Montgomery
county, and his name is found on the early records of the associate
judges of the Montgomery Court of Common Pleas.

The three log cabins soon became the nucleus of other frontier
homes where the privations and rude pleasures of pioneer life
formed a common bond of fellowship and sympathy. The new-
comers were not all from Kentucky; from the less fertile lands of
New England, flatboats and ox-teams brought earnest men and
brave-hearted women to help lay the foundation of a future, that in
the short space of a hundred years would place Montgomery county
in the fore rank of progression in the middle west. Hole, Stansell,
Ewing, Wilson, Bailey, Munger, Harrison and Maltbie are names
prominent among many who made the early history of Washington
township.

The township is now distinctively recognized as a farming dis-
trict; but primitive records tell of efforts to carry on numerous
flouring mills, saw mills, an oil mill and one cotton factory; but the
diminution of the two streams that ran through the township (Hole
and Sugar creeks) caused by the cutting away of the forests, fast
lowered the available water power, that ere long was superseded
by the introduction of steam as a motive power.

The abandoning of the little factories, which for a few years
seemed to promise large business activities in the township, quickly
rendered apathetic the commercial life of the three villages that had
sprung up in the township.

Centerville, the oldest of the three centers of this trio of small
commonwealths, gives the year of 1805 or ‘06 as the date of its
platting as a town. Its name was derived from its location, being
situated about midway between its sister villages, Woodburn and
Stringtown. It stands on an elevated site—the highest point be-
tween Dayton and Lebanon. Twice has Centerville received ar-
ticles of incorporation, first in the year 1830 and later in the year
1879. The name of Samuel S. Robbins is given as the man who
had the honor of first presiding over the civic life of the community.
The duties of the mayor were exceedingly light, and his friends
determined that the village annals should record something to
reflect honor upon his official life. The “boys” of the village made
up a pony purse and bribed a fearless soul, by name Joseph Beck,
to lead his horse on the pavement in the presence of his Honor the
Mayor. Not a single moment did that redoubtable official hesitate
to uphold the majesty of the law. A warrant brought the daring
Joseph Beck before the fire-flashing eyes of his Honor; unfor-
tunately, the offense was not of such magnitude as to place the
offender “in durance vile,” but the contents of the pony purse was
decreased by the compelled payment of a fine of fifty cents.

Centerville, with its population of about four hundred in-
habitants, is now the tiny metropolis of a splendid farming com-
munity, and is recognized as one of the most attractive hamlets in
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Montgomery county. Two splendidly macadamized pikes, viz:
Miamisburg and Centerville, and Dayton and Lebanon roads, that
cross the magnificent farming district of the township, are con-
nectiiéxg links between the quiet village life and the busy outside
world.

Naturally, the business life of Centerville is entirely local with
the exception, perchance, of a large stone quarry. In the summer
of the year 1919, a very high grade of marble deposit was dis-
covered in the quarry of the Casperis Stone quarry located near
Centerville, which is estimated to be worth in the neighborhood of
twenty-five or thirty million dollars. This important and valuable
“find” was made by the Norcross Marble company of Cleveland,
Ohio. The company had purchased some building stone from the
Centerville quarry, and noticed that a portion of it presented an
uncommon appearance; so peculiar and individualistic was it, that
tests were made of its properties, and luckily for the owners of the
quarry, four excellent grades of marble rewarded their scientific
investigation, all good, but one grade in fact excelling the famous
marble of Tennessee. Mr. R. F. George, secretary of the Norcross
company, is reported to have said, “Two of the other grades are in
a class by themselves, but of very high grade.”

This discovery will add very materially to the wealth of Wash-
ington township. The Cleveland company has secured a lease and
contract for all marble excavated in the quarry, paying a royalty
%er cubic foot, in addition to a large amount given for the lease.

he output will be largely increased, from one car, its present pro-
duction, to four or five carloads a day, employing a force of over
fifty men using the most modern equipment for excavating.

The Norcross company ‘has been in business in Cleveland for
fully three decades. Its capital stock is rated nearly half a million
dollars, and the value of its plant in that city is said to be worth
$250,000. The Centerville marble receives its cutting and polishing
in a northern city, but there is serious planning for a plant to be soon
erected nearer the quarry, which is to be afforded good shipping
facilities by the building of a branch line connecting with the Cin-
cinnati, Lebanon & Northern railwaiy;.

The attractive town possesses schools of excellent reputation,
over which Miss Ada Potter, as superintendent, exercises a most
wise and capable administration. Sunday mornings see the village
folk quietly wending their way to either of the two churches of the
village, whose doors are invitingly open with true Gospel welcome.
The largest congregation gathers in the large auditorium of the
Methodist sacred edifice, where the Reverend R. L. Moon earnestly
proclaims Bible truths in accordance with the teachings of John
Wesley ; and with equal zeal and sincerity the Reverend Dr. Bowers
tells the story of salvation to a goodly number of adherents to the
Baptist faith in their own place of worship. The need of diversion
from the more sober cares of daily living is recognized by the people
of Centerville, and first-class entertainments are many times
brought to the village, for Centerville can boast of a town hall so
handsome and so spacious that it would be an addition to the
public building in towns much larger. It was dedicated July, 1909,
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and cost the village $14,000. The station of the Cincinnati, Lebanon
& Northern railway passing within a mile of the village; enables
lovers of the opera and theatre to enjoy these pleasures without
much inconvenience to themselves. The United States Government
has a faithful guardian and distributor of the daily mail in Mr.
Clarence McCray, while the temporal wants of the community are
well supplied by one general store and three groceries. As physi-
cian of (?enterville, Dr. D. Keever has the confidence of the entire
village and its environment.

Woodburn, the name of a village that in the early years of the
nineteenth century, started its community life with larger com-
mercial ideas than either of the other settlements, is now but a
small nest of farm dwellings resting in the shade of a village
church. It is located in the northwestern part of Washington
township. Stringtown, situated in the southeastern part of Wash-
inzton township, in the “good old days” was celebrated mainly for
; rge tannery, but is now but a handful of comfortable country

omes.

Elsewhere is given a brief summary of the splendid Red Cross
work done by the residents of Washington township. Their patriot-
ism also found other avenues of expression. Over four thousand
dollars for the war chest, and about two hundred thousand dollars
in subscriptions for Liberty bonds and War Saving Stamps came
from the generous pocketbooks of the citizens of the township; and
the sale of War Saving Stamps is still going on. The heart sacrifice
of the mothers and fathers of the township came when forty-one of
its finest young men were enrolled in the American armed forces.
Of this number, some saw action in France, several were in the
camps of Great Britain, and the rest awaited the “call to arms” in
American cantonments. One brave boy, William Johnson, of near
Centerville, “went west,” falling in battle on the 15th day of
October, 1918. But, like other brave fellows who sailed from Amer-
ican shores to fall on foreign fields, he found that “going west”
was only to meet the glorious dawn of immortality.

The list of enrolled men in the army from Washington township
is as follows: Ray Gaiser, Leoniel Tuttle, Roy Stoneburieer,
Arthur Leslie, Clarence Grant, Frederick Bell, George Paul, Walter
Goldsbury, Carl Kaylor, William Taylor, Carl Weaver, Edward
Prass, Chester Miller, Ralph Miller, Lester Slagle, Keever Espey,
Stanley Guiser, Ralph Miller, Lawrence Nutt, Wayne Keever,
Argyle Moore, Herman Woods, Kenneth Coppedge, Charles Apple,
Raymond Taylor, Dr. C. D. Slagle, Medical Reserve Corps.

Those who saw service overseas were: Earl Pine, Luther Lamb,
Ellis Frizell, Mark Wilson, Russell Seifer, Raymond Deardorf,
Edward W. Keever, Wilbur Nutt, Roy Wilson, Roy Maggert, Arthur
McCray, Perry McCray, Homer Carpenter, Malcolm Merrill.

Clay Township. In the northwestern part of Montgomery
county lies the political division of the county called after one of the
greatest of American statesmen. Its boundaries are as follows:
On the east by Randolph township, on the west by Preble county,
on the north by Darke and Miami counties, while Perry township
meets it on the south. Local history gives the first settlements of the
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township as not earlier than the year 1804. That year, Joseph
Roerer and family made their slow way from their Virginia home
to test the fortune of the future in the Miami valley, building their
cabin a little southeast of the center of the township. But other
brave, enterprising spirits followed “the trails” and in the year
1815 there were enough families in that part of Montgomery to
necessitate the building of a schoolhouse for the junior pioneers.
But it was not until ten years later that the district was constituted
a township by the commissioners of Montgomery county. The first
schoolmaster was a Teuton by the name of John Holsmiller. A
historian recounts that no German nor geography was taught in the
early schools of Clay township, “but certainly good manners and
morality were, and the youth instructed beneath the old ‘clapboard
roof’ became splendid men and women, whose lives were charac-
terized by honesty, industry and economy.” There is said to be no
waste land in Clay township, every foot of it being available either
for fruit or grain producing. Of the thirty-six sections in the town-
ship, over half of the area is fine plow land. The district is a network
of excellent, well-kept turnpikes. The boundary lines of Clay town-
ship included thirty-six sections, comprising an area of 23,040 acres
of land, in which the three villages, West Baltimore, Phillipsburg,
and Brookville, rest like tiny islands of community energy and life
in an environment of woodland, golden grain, and luxuriant pastures.
This territory of agricultural beauty and almost prodigal fertility, is
crossed and recrossed by splendid macadamized roads, and to Clay
township is awarded the credit of leading Montgomery county in
reaches of fine highways which are built and kept up at the expense
of the township.

Clay township cannot claim an exclusive right to West Balti-
more, as part of it only is included within the territorial limits of
the township ; the other part of the village lying within the boundary
lines of Preble county. The land on which the village was located
was surveyed by Mr. Jacob Frees in the summer of the year 1852.

The year of the platting of Phillipsburg was 1836, and the work
was done by Mr. James Hanks; the village was named in honor of
one of the proprietors of the land, Phillip Studybaker. Ten years
later the settlement was given a postoffice, and Mr. Peter Smith
intrusted with the receiving and delivery of the mail, that was
brought either by the stage-coach or post courier. The same year,
1836, saw the erection of the first schoolhouse. The incorporation of
the town was not made until the year 1899, and it has always been
recognized as a village energetic and having a keen eye to business.
Surrounded by a rich agricultural territory, tobacco being one of the
leading products of the neighborhood, it 1s one of the stirring busi-
ness settlements in Montgomery county, and supports a fiscal or-
ganization, known as the Citizens Banking company, with one officer
on board always, Mr. S. A. Mosby, acting cashier.

The largest and most active business center in Clay township
is the village of Brookville, located in the southern part of the town-
ship on the branch of the Pittsburg, Columbus, Cincinnati & St.
Louis railway running to Richmond, Indiana. Jacob Frees, the man
who platted the hamlet of West Baltimore, also surveyed the site
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of Brookville in the year 1850, the land being owned by Jacob Flory.
The situation of the town, on the banks of the pretty stream, Wolf
creek, adds much to the natural beauty of the environment of Brook-
ville, and the splendid roads that lead out from it in almost every
direction bring visitors and trade from many points. Preceding
the platting of the village, by about nineteen years, a general store
was established on the present site of the enterprising town, kept by
Warren Estabrook, a part of whose name has been perpetuated in
the name of the village. As early as the year 1852 a Methodist
church was dedicated and warehouses were erected. The post office
was established in the year 1855, and Moses Wagamon given the
appointment of postmaster; the same year witnessed the opening of
the first tavern, built by Mr. G. B. Adams. The incorporation of
Brookville was made in September of the year 1874, and on Mr.
James Smith was conferred the honors and responsibilities of the
office of village mayor. The business of the town has always been
in good shape. Various industries on a comparatively large scale
have thrived in the town. Stores and shops of all kinds have found
liberal support, and mills and several manufactories have been
agencies that increased the prosperity and reputation of the village.
It is the center of a large tobacco raising district, and large ship-
ments of lumber are also made from the town.

The Brookville Bridge company, organized in the year 1898,
was at first a private concern until the spring of the year 1906, when
it was incorporated under state law; its splendid structural work
and magnificent steel bridges are in large demand far and wide.

In what might be strictly called “money business,” the Brook-
ville Building & Savings association with its fair loans is a true
help to those desiring to build or deposit small weekly savings;
while the business activities of the thirteen hundred people, which
is the estimated population of the village, together with the pros-
perous agricultural environment of the place fully occupy the time
of the officials of two banks in the town. These financial institu-
tions are the Citizens State & Savings bank and the First National
bank, the officers of the last named being H. E. Gardner, president;
W. H. Becker, vice-president; and Abraham Hay, cashier. The
Brookville Star, first published in the year 1889, is a progres-
sive sheet, and holds its own with other papers publishe(s) in the
county. ‘

Harrison Township has the distinction of being the most irregu-
larly shaped township in Montgomery county, varying in width
from over five miles at its northern part to one mile at its southern
extremity, this variation being caused by the line of its eastern
limitation following the meanderings of the Miami river. Twenty-
four full and eleven fractional sections of land are included within
its area. Its boundary line on the east is the Great Miami river
which separates it from the townships of Wayne, Madison and
Van Buren, while its southern terminal touches the territory of
Miami township ; Jefferson and Madison townships border it on the
west, while Randolph and Butler form its northern boundary.

Like its sister townships, Harrison township is noted for ex-
cellent wheat and corn crops, and nearly every farm in the district
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has a splendid, cool, sparkling spring somewhere in its area, and
the crossing of the township by the two streams, Wolf creek and
Stillwater river adds to the fertility of the soil. Splendid turnpikes
stretch like dust ribbons in every direction, connecting the rural
population with the community life in other parts of the county.

In every particular the primitive life of the early settlers of
Harrison township was similar to that of their neighbors in the sur-
rounding townships. The mode of settlement was the same. After
the erection of the rude cabins, came the saw and grist mills and
schoolhouse ; religious worship was observed in the homes of the
pioneers or in the schoolhouse. Many of the first settlers of Har-
rison township were strict Calvinists, and united with the little
congregation of the First Presbyterian church in Dayton in re-
ligious worship. It is interesting to know that the Sunday services
of this church were first held in the block house that stood at the
head of what is now Main street in the county seat. Old-school
Baptists had a strong following in the township, and at an early
day the Methodist circuit rider guided his steed through the track-
less forest and formed the ever-popular “classmeeting” in the cabin
of a pious brother of the faith. There are no settlements in Harrison
township large enough to be denominated “villages,” but the district
is dotted with schoolhouses and pretty little country churches,
indicative of an intelligent and sober-minded population, while
the splendidly cultivated farms that meet the eye in every direc-
tion are significant proofs of scientific, up-to-date tilling of the
soil.

Randolph Township might be termed a large community of
scientific husbandmen, for as a wheat producer its record has not
been surpassed by any other township in Montgomery county.

This township, which embraces six miles of territory longi-
tudinally, running north and south, and has a width of about four and
one-halt miles, includes an area of twenty-six miles. Its boundaries
are Madison township on the south, Miami county on thé north,
Butler township on the east, and Clay township on the west. It is
mainly remarkable for the large number of springs that help to make
the ground almost unequaled for fertility; these springs are con-
stant sources of supply to Bowman’s creek and Baker’s creek which
empty into Stillwater river near the county line.

The first authentic settlement in the township was about the
year 1802. A family by the name of Mast, originally from North
Carolina, built the first cabin homestead in the woods bordering
. Stillwater river; other settlers soon followed and smoke ascended
from scattered mud and stick chimneys in every part of the township.
Possessing the same desire for education of their children that was
characteristic of all pioneer settlements in the Miami valley, in the
year 1805 a log schoolhouse was erected north of Union village,
where children came from the rude cabins to learn the rudiments of
primary studies and have their quill pens sharpened by James
Wright, the first teacher in the township. Naturally, flour and saw
mills were the first manufacturing activities of the township. Distil-
leries followed. The first manufactory for the “liquid fire” was built
by Benjamin Lehman. In the year 1847 a large distillery was erected
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by the Turner Bros. at Salem, which, for about thirty years did an
immense business; there were also distilleries near Union village.
The township is crossed by good turnpikes, which are not only a
source of gratitude to touring automobilists, but afford the farmer
easy access to neighboring markets. The numerous creeks and
larger streams are bridged by good structures, and with the well-
tilled farms on which stand the elegant homes and commodious
barns of the owners, skirting either side of the road, one beautiful
landscape after another opens before the charmed eyes of the de-
lighted traveler.

The first religious settlement in Randolph township was that of
the broad-brimmed, close bonneted Quakers or Friends. As early
as the year 1807 their quiet services were held in the district; their
first meeting house was built not quite a mile west of the Dayton
and Covington pike, and for a quarter of a century Rocky Spring
meeting house was the place where, on every “First day” and
“Fourth day” a small congregation of the best citizenship that ever
came to American shores, awaited the “moving of the Spirit.” A
number of graves that can only be identified by crumbling, weather-
beaten over-turned moss-grown slabs, are all that remain to tell
where the first sacred edifice in Randolph township was located.
The next organized religious community in the township was that
of the German Baptists, or the Dunkers, or Dunkards, as they are
more generally known. A preacher of that faith by the name of
Emanuel Flory, in the year 1810, was successful in finding enough
people holding a faith similar to his own to warrant the organiza-
tion of a congregation. But, for many years their assembling to-
gether “according to the injunction of St. Paul,” was at the cabins of
the members, where physical maintenance in the shape of dinner for
all present was provided by the owner of the cabin at the close of
the spiritual feast. The Dunkards are valuable assets in every way
to the well-being and prosperity of Randolph township and the
county at large. Splendid tillers of the soil, devoted in principle and
life to the highest ideals of character, the Miami valley would be
poorer every way if they were not a part of its great citizenship.
The United Brethren, Baptists, Brethren in Christ, and Methodists,
are also well represented by large congregations in different parts of
the township.

To a man possessing the cognomen of John Leatherman, is the
village of Salem indebted for its first platting in the year of 1816.
Mr. Leatherman had broad ideas concerning the future of the town,
for he did not stop his survey until he had made a plat of seventy-
five lots. The village was quite an important business center in the
early days of the township, and the excellent turnpikes that were
soon constructed made it a favorite and popular meeting place for
the neighboring settlers. The building of the Dayton, Covington
& Toledo Narrow Gauge railroad in the late *70s increased the value
of the village as a trading point. The Dayton & Northern traction
line has now materially added to the importance of the locality.

Union village was laid out in the same year as was the village
referred to above, its surveyors being Messrs. David Hoover and
Daniel Rasor. The railroad that touched Salem also included the
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settlement of Union village, and was a great help to the farmers in
carrying their produce, particularly grain, to larger shipping points.
If steam and electricity had not superseded water power, Union
village today would be almost unrivaled in the number of its mills
and factories, for the potentialities of the water power at Union vil-
lage are well nigh unequaled.

Not until the year 1841, under the name of Harrisburg, was
the little village of Englewood platted by Mathias Gish, to whom
also is credited the ownership of the first hotel or tavern in the settle-
ment. The name Harrisburg was dropped for Englewood in the
year of 1899. The village is connected with the outside world by
splendid pikes, Dayton & Covington traction line, and the Delphos
branch of the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton railroad. The rich
agricultural environment of Englewood supports a village bank
known in monied circles as the Farmers’ State bank, under the
following capable officials. Mr. W. L. Waymire, president,
Mr. C. E. Heck, vice-president; and Mr. Charles O. Lightner,
cashier.

Taylorsburg is a small farming settlement located in the south-
ern part of Randolph township, located on the Dayton & Northern
traction line. It was platted in the early history of the township by
Adam Rodebaugh.

Madison Township was named after one of the earlier presidents
"of the United States, and includes thirty-six square miles or, in land
terms, twenty-three thousand and forty acres of territory. Its
boundaries are Harrison, Perry, Jefferson and Randolph townships.
The fact that its area lies in the limits of the Miami valley, is proof

ositive of the richness of its soil, and heavy crops reward the
armer for his toil. The land is especially rich in the bottom lands
of Wolf creek which crosses the township in a southwesterly di-
rection. The township is dotted with evidences of the presence of
the Mound Builders, whose antiquity is so great that the fact that
they ever did live is as misty and unreal as the fabric of a dream.
But the mounds in Madison township that have been opened, re-
vealing to the curious gaze of the nineteenth century, human skele-
tons and evidences of rude, domestic life, is ample testimony that
the strang race, which history calls Mound Builders, lived amid
the beauty and quietude of the Miami valley, perchance centuries
before the American Indian claimed the forests of the middle west
for his own abode.

The names of Williams, Ward and Wolf are given as the earliest
settlers of Madison township. Almost contemporaneously came
Peter Dietrick with his wife Barbara and eight children. In the
year 1804 Jacob and George Kunz, sons of Pennsylvania, crossed
the mountains and purchased large farms just south of the central
part of the township. Madison township in certain areas abounds
with fine building stone, and George Kunz proceeded to erect a house
for himself and family from stone quarried probably on his own land,
a two-story affair, which made his home the aristocratic residence of
all that region. Other farms were also taken by men whose names
hold foremost places in the pioneer history of Montgomery county:
Shiveleys, Gripe, Wogaman, Vaniman, Florys, John, Olinger, Heck,
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Heeter, Stutsman, Whitmore, Owen Wilson and others each and
all worthy of a distinguished place in the story of privation and high
ideals that make up the record of America’s early history. There
could be from necessity, no commercial enterprise in the early
history of the township. Markets were far distant, and the majority
of roads but were trails, and the pioneers knew absolutely nothing
of the wants now considered essential to modern comfortable living,
and were happier for that lack of knowledge. Mills were erected
which, for many years, represented the business interests of the
township.

German Baptists and “Regular” Baptists were the first religious
societies in the township. Great attention was given by the pioneers
of Madison township to the education of their children, and this
interest in the mental attainments of the young has been a strong
factor in the development of Madison township. The district is
dotted with attractive brick schoolhouses in which only instructors
fully qualified for their most important work, are employed.

In the year 1840 Mr. William Towman laid out the village center
of Amity; sixteen lots show that he did not hold very extensive
ideas concerning the growth of the settlement. Later, Mr. Robert
Brooks, the first merchant of the village, became the owner of the
land and increased the number of lots in the plat. The place has
never increased in size or population, and is simply one of the pretty
little agricultural points of community life where a general store
supplies the immediate needs of a farming environment.

The passing of the railroad through the locality where the
present village of Trotwood is situated, led to the establishment of
the thriving little business center known as Trotwood. In the year
1854 Mr. L. R. Pfoutz saw the potentialities of the location as a town
center and took the initiative by building a business house and open-
ing a store for the trade of the farmers around him. The place was
considered important enough by the United States Government for
the establishment of a postoffice, of which Mr. Pfoutz was made
the first postmaster of Trotwood. The Adams Express company,
and later the United States Express company, also opened shipping
offices in the place. Some time later a regular plat of part of the
village was made by Mr. Robert F. Pleasant, and four years later it
was regularly incorporated. Trotwood is a modern village in a
large number of things, owning its own telephone system and water-
works plant. Its financial affairs are largely in the hands of a bank
that has the confidence of the entire farming community that sur-
rounds the village, and is recorded in the fiscal world as the Farmers
& Citizens bank, over which as official managers are Mr. J. W.
Devers, president ; Mr. Harvey Swank, vice-president ; and Mr. A. F.
Gump, cashier. A branch of the Pittsburg, Columbus, Cincinnati &
St. Louis railroad, formerly called the Dayton & Western railroad,
connects Trotwood with markets both east and west.

Jefferson Township was formed in the summer of 1805 by the
commissioners of Montgomery county from territory taken from
German township, and included the following area of land, which
was bounded by the Miami river on the east, and “by the southwest
branch of the Miami and line continuing west from the north bound-
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ary of the eighth range, between the Miami river on the north; * * *
by the line running west between the fifth and sixth tier of sec-
tions in the township, beginning on the river between sections 25
and 36, in the third township, fifth range, and continuing west to the
line between the third and fourth ranges; thence north with said line
to the first-mentioned line.” But thirty-six years later the bounda-
ries were changed, and Jefferson township now contains the land
lying between Jackson township on the west, Miami township and
the Miami river on the east, Miami and German townships on the
south, and Madison township on the north.

Rich bottom land, well timbered in certain localities, produce
splendid grain crops and abundant yields of tobacco. The district is
drained by Big Bear, Little Bear and Possum creeks, and the mag-
nificent turnpikes that cross the township in various directions bring
city markets into easy communication. The Cincinnati, Hamilton
& Dayton railroad runs through the southeastern part of the town-
ship, likewise affording fine shipping facilities to the farmers. The
settlement of the township in nowise differed from settlements made
in other portions of the Miami valley. There were the rude cabins,
clearing of forests, building of the small log schoolhouses; step by
step modern civilization pressed its way down the ceftury, each
step marked by personal privation and sacrifice, but glorified with
the light that only shines from the torch of true liberty. The names
first found on the records of pioneer life in Jefferson township are
John Gripe, a frontiersman from Pennsylvania, and John Miller and
brother-in-law, Gingerick by name, early settlers from Virginia.
We read that Peter, a son of Michael Weaver, who crossed the
mountains with his family in the early years of the century and
located on Little Bear creek, followed the carpenter’s trade, and
proved himself an adept in the art of building windmills, making
and erecting the first one ever seen in the State of Ohio, and that
before he had attained his majority. With the name of Jacob Miller,
who in the opening year of the century reached the banks of the
Miami, is connected the story of great friendship with the Indians,
his unfailing kindness to them winning their love and confidence
to such an extent that his life and property was never in danger from
them. He was known among them as the “good man the Great
Spirit sent from the east.”

As in all of the townships of Montgomery county the building
of grist and saw mills were the first manufactories in Jefferson
township. - The abundant waters of Big Bear creek, in the year
1807 or the year following, were used by Henry Weaver in running
both a grist and a saw mill. But even before the erection of these
mills a still house and distillery were busy at work.

As in the other townships of the county, the first schools were
subscription schools, held in log cabin buildings. In the year 1838
the building of district schoolhouses was provided for by legislative
enactment. Jefferson township is divided into eleven districts, in
each of which a substantial brick building stands for the benefit of
the youth of the township. Good teachers, well qualified for their
work, are carefully looked after by those having that important duty
resting upon them. The religious sentiment of the townships is
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divided between the Lutherans, Baptists, United Brethren, and
Reformed, each having its own house of worship.

There is but one village in the township, which was platted by
Peter Becher, who owned the land, in the year 1815, but it is only a
center for the small trading activities characteristic of a small coun-
try community. But to Jefferson township belongs the glory and
honor of having within its boundaries one of the great landmarks
of the Republic, the National Soldiers Home, than which no finer
institution of the kind can be found in the entire world. A full
description of the magnificent estate will be found elsewhere.

Butler Township includes about forty-five sections and fractional
sections of territory, which originally were parts of Randolph and
Wayne townships. On the south and north it is bounded respect-
ively by Harrison township and Miami county, and is approxi-
mately six miles in length and seven miles in width, its eastern and
western limitations being the two streams, Miami and Stillwater
nvers.

At the time of the formation of Butler township, in the year
1817, the northern part of the district was mainly swamp land, but
scientific farming has developed it into one of the richest grain-
producing areas of Montgomery county. Settlements had been
made in that region years before the formation of the township.
Pioneer records chronicle names associated with the first develop-
ment of that portion of Montgomery county: John Quillan, whose
son William is said to have been the first child born in Butler town-
ship; Sinks, Waymire, Plummer, Sunderland, Compton, Swallow,
Hutchins, Pearson, Curtis, Jones, Mooney, Stokes, Fox, Miller,
Sloan, Johnson, Engle, Cooper, Furnas and Johnson, are a few of the
long list of men who braved the dangers of frontier life in founding
homes in the wilderness for their families, and will always be held
in respectful and affectionate memory by generations who, today,
are happy and prosperous through their great sacrifices.

. Butler township has the advantage of splendid turnpikes, which

enable the farmers to reach neighboring markets; while the Dayton,
Toledo & Chicago railroad which runs along the eastern line of
the township affords ample shipping facilities for all produce raised
in that section of the country. The population of Butler township
numbers about twenty-one hundred people, and in the century that
has elapsed since the formation of the township, three villages have
sprung from the desire for community life. The oldest settlement,
Little York, was platted in the fall of 1817 by Andrew Waymire.
Its existence was due to the wish that the pioneers had to be near a
mill, for both saw mills and grist mills were essential to the comfort
of the pioneers, they typified shelter and food. The building.of a
distillery in that locality followed in the near future. It is now one
of the quiet little farm villages that dot the middle west, through
which runs the county road, and is not far from the Dayton, Toledo
& Chicago railroad. Little York antedated the birth of Chambers-
burg by thirteen years. This latter village was laid out by William
Kennedy and Robert Hosier in the month of January, 1830, and is
located in the southern part of Butler township on the Dayton and
Troy pike.
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Vandalia, with its population of five hundred souls, might
almost be called the township seat of Butler. Laid out in the mid-
summer of the year 1838 by Benjamin Wilhelm, it was not incorpo-
rated as a village until February 7, 1848, when Mr. Wilhelm was
honored with the official title of mayor of the new corporation.
The following year the little settlement was almost swept out of
earthly existence by the cholera; of a population of two hundred
people, fifty died from the dread scourge, another fifty fled in terror
from the settlement, leaving only one-half the original number
to again take up the life of the village. Though small in population,
the residents of Vandalia are wide awake to many things that in-
dicate a true progressive spirit. The shaded streets with their
cement sidewalks are brilliantly lighted with electricity, and the
Dayton & Troy Electric railway hourly carries passengers to other
community centers. There is no need for a fortunate investor to
sleep with a revolver near at hand, or a frugal housewife to secrete
“her savings in a carefully hung stocking in a smoky chimney, for
the Vandalia State bank, organized in the year 1912, is a trustworthy
place for all depositors. The officers of the institution are Mr. Ed
O. Rankin, president ; Mr. W. H. Riley, vice-president,and Mr. F. W.
Rosnagle, cashier.

In two churches is centered the religious life of the village, the
English Lutheran church, under the pastoral care of the Reverend
Joseph Keyser, and the church of the United Brethren in Christ,
whose pulpit is regularly filled by the Reverend Ivory Zimmerman.
In common with other townships of Montgomery county, the schools
of Vandalia are in line with the best methods of modern education;
six hundred and ten pupils are enrolled under the able superintend-
ency of Professor Adam Puterbaugh. No factories or mills are
located in the village, but two garages plainly indicate that horse-
less carriages are fast crowding out the necessity for “livery barns”
or stables. Two well-stocked stores and one grocery supply the
physical needs of the villagers, and a handsome town hall draws
the best line of entertainments for appreciative audiences. The
daily mail is competently looked after by Uncle Sam’s official, Mr.
Cory Brusman. Vandalia’s war activities in Red Cross work are
told elsewhere. The total subscriptions of Butler township towards
the purchasing of Liberty bonds amounted to the handsome sum
of $200,000. But even a greater gift is recorded. For of the sixty
valiant young hearts that, obedient to patriotic duty, enlisted in
defense of a world-right to freedom of thought, conscience and po-
litical rights, one brave boy sealed his devotion to the common cause
of humanity with his life blood.

Miami Township. In the winter of the year 1829 the com-
missioners of Montgomery county ordered that territory be taken
from Washington township, and a new township formed to be called
Miami township ; land was also taken from the townships of Dayton
and German. The boundaries of Miami township are as follows:
On the east by Washington township, and on the west by Jefferson
and German townships; its south line guards Warren county, while
its northern line separates it from Harrison, Jefferson and Van Buren
townships. The township is crossed by the Miami river, whose
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waters are increased by the inflow of numerous small streams, of
which the largest are Bear and Hole’s creeks, the latter taking its
name from a pioneer family whose log cabin stood upon its banks.
The waters of Hole’s creek furnished the motive power for the
running of many of the mills in the early history of the township.

The principal natural wonder of the township is the Great
Mound, which lies about one mile southeast of Miamisburg, which
the curiosity of the residents in the iyear. 1869 led to an exploration
of its interior. The sinking of a shaft revealed a human skeleton in
a sitting position, surrounded by wood, stone and the bones of small
animals. Like its surrounding townships, Miami township is noted
for splendid grain harvests and teeming orchards, but tobacco has
been the main staple produced by farmers. The cultivation of the
“weed” was introduced into the township as early as the year 1841
by Ralph Pomey, whose farm lay south of the village of Carrolton;
and the numerous large tobacco warehouses standing in the thriving
town of Miamisburg fully attest constantly increasing trade in the
tobacco markets.

As is quickly seen, the prosperous, beautiful town of Miamis-
burg took its name from the stream upon whose banks it is so pic-
turesquely located. The first settlers had christened it Hole’s
Station, naming it from the same family whose name had been given
to the creek. The town is second to the city of Dayton, the county-
seat of Montgomery county, in population alone. The same enter-
prise, the same business activity, the same determination to be a
leader in the commercial world, that has placed Dayton in the lead
among the business centers of the middle west, is found in Miamis-
burg. The town is greatly favored with first-class shipping and
traveling facilities. The building of the Miami and Erie canal was
the first outlet for freight and passenger traffic in the township, and
the water channel was literally alive with packet boats plying
between Dayton and Cincinnati. Then came the building of good
roads, and Main street in Miamisburg is a section of the Great Miami
Turnpike, constructed in the year 1840. Soon other turnpikes, lead-
ing in various directions, added to the routes of traffic and the pros-
perity of the village had begun. But now the tow path is indistin-
guishable, for grass, undergrowth, wild roses and stately holly-
hocks run riot along the banks of the sluggish water of the artificial
channel, and the splendid roads are surrendered to the almost omni-
present automobile, for the Baltimore & Ohio railroad, with the
great system of the Cleveland, Columbus, Cincinnati & Indian-
apolis railroad bring and take wonderful loads of freight to and
from the little city, keeping it in constant communication with
great emporiums in every direction. The Ohio & Cincinnati Elec-
tric line, connecting Miamisburg with the “Queen City of the
West” is no inconsiderable factor in the commercial and social
life of Miami township.

The first flour mill in Miami township was built in the year
1812, in the northern end of the pioneer village on the banks of
the Miami., Truly, it would seem of small significance if placed
by the side of the Great Peerless mills of Miamisburg, equipped, as
they are, with the most modern machinery, and sending their prod-
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uct to all points of the compass. For many years the Great Peerless
mills have furnished flour to the National Soldiers’ Home at
Dayton. Mr. S. E. Waters is at the head of this important
industry.

Two large, up-to-date dry goods stores and one well-supplied
shoe store furnish the citizens of Miami township with everything
requisite to the comfortable and stylish adornment demanded by
the fashionable demands of modern life, while the abundantly filled
shelves of eleven groceries supply the wants and satisfy the fasti-
dious cravings of the physical appetite. Of the first-named source
of supply, the E. B. Thirkield & Sons company is the larger and
longer established store, being under the supervision of the Thirkield
firm of Franklin, whose store in that village was one of the first
established in the Miami valley. The firm name carries a wide
reputation for honesty of dealing. The store of Mr. Howard L.
Smith, though perhaps not Tﬁte as large as the Thirkield estab-
lishment, maintains an excellent business reputation and supplies
its customers with the latest novelties and modern styles. Ilr)x the
line of modern shoe equipment, the Buehner store on South Main
street pleases the most exacting tastes.

The groceries that keep the smile of contentment upon the faces
of their many customers are conducted respectively by Charles E.
Baver, John Brumbaugh, Gruver Brothers, George T. Humphrey,
Jacob Klaiber, Kroger Grocery & Baking Co., Miamisburg Grocery
& Pool Room, John Mills, Harry Miltenberger, E. T. Munea and
W. H. Rockhold & Son.

As before stated, the raising and shipping of tobacco is one of
the main avenues through which wealth flows into the hands of
many of the residents of Miami township. Eleven large warehouses,
located in various parts of Miamisburg, certify to the magnitude of
the business, viz.: Miami Leaf Tobacco company, A. S. Gans, H. C.
Weaver, W. O. Joslin, H. Tietig & Son, Miamisburg Leaf Tobacco
company, I. N. Weiser, E. A. Krussman, Block & Goldsmith, Joseph
Weaver, and C. C. Shupert. What might be termed “tangible pleas-
ures” of the tobacco trade are found in the cigar stores of the town
under the management severally of James Hassett, A. C. Moore,
and the Hoffman Cigar Store, all situated on South Main street.

It is difficult to find any vocation, trade, or profession that is
not represented in the progressive citizenship of Miamisburg.
Jewelers, clothing stores, druggists, fruits and produce stands, mil-
linery, sporting goods, photographic supplies, blacksmiths, car-
penters, five and ten cent store, meat markets, carriage repairing,
flour and feed store, plumbing and heating, second hand stores,
dealers in coal, lime and cement, restaurants, milk depots and
creameries, machine shops, automobiles and accessories, garages,
insurance agencies, lumber and coal dealers, each and all by their
industry and enterprise earning comfortable livelihoods and build-
ing up the sound commercial life of the town. For years a large
twine and cordage factory, employing many hands, was a large
contributor to the business activities of Miamisburg, but the death
of the principal stockholder and general manager of the factory,
Mr. J. C. Groendyke, of Chicago, brought about a temporary clos-
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ing of the plant, but it was re-opened in the fall under the chief con-
trol and management of members of Mr. Groendyke’s family. A
firm that possesses one of the largest out-reaching trades in the
town is a branch of the National Stove Repair company, located
at 428 Park street. Parts for all kinds of stoves are made at this
plant. Two wheel and spoke manufactories, known respectively as
the Bookwalter Wheel company and the Mitchell Wheel company,
find it necessary to keep constantly “hard at it” to fill the orders
that pour in upon them. But the most and widest noted of Miamis-
burg’s industries are the paper mills located a little to the northeast
of the town, close to the line of the Ohio Electric railway. There are
two large plants, respectively, The Miamisburg Paper company and
The Ohio Paper company. The latter manufactory is under the
excellent management of Mr. R. J. Connelly, president, and Mr.
H.'W. Scheeble, secretary and treasurer.

In the business and financial interests of Miamisburg must be
included the banks and building and loan associations, whose
splendid standing in the community at large evinces the confidence
of their large and wide clientele. ’i:he First National bank, located
on North Main street in Miamisburg, is the older of the two banks
and thrives under the official management of Mr. T. V. Lyons,
president; Mr. C. F. Eck, cashier, and Mr. A. Shuster, assistant
cashier. The Miamisburg Banking company, situated on the same
thoroughfare, was established in the year 1907, and its official board
is composed of Mr. John J. Schwartz, president; Mr. P. Swartz-
rauber, vice-president; Mr. John H. Schoenfeld, cashier, and Messrs.
Ermest R. Miller, Ernest Rost and Louis Schellhaas. The Build-
ing and Loan associations do a constantly increasing business, for
Miamisburg is experiencing the same need of more extensive hous-
ing for the people that is felt in every city and town throughout
the country at large, and the associations are enabling people to
acquire comfortable homes at a low interest upon the money bor-
rowed.

The Miamisburg Building and Loan association was organized
in the spring of 1893, and re-organized August 23, 1915. The present
officers and directors of the association are: Dr. W. S. Bookwalter,
president; Mr. John V. Fornshell, vice-president; Mr. J. S. Mc-
Knight, vice-president; Mr. Charles A. Eicher, secretary, and Mr.
Mahlon Gebhart, attorney. The Mutual Building and Loan com-
pany has a seniority of thirteen years. Its authorized capital is
$2,000,000. Its strong official force is as follows: Mr. S. H. Mays,
president; Mr. C. W. Dodds, vice-president; Mr. J. M. Purnell,
secretary and treasurer; Mr. A. W. Reiter, attorney, and Mr. E. C.
Weber.

A Board of Public Affairs governs the municipal affairs of the
six thousand people, big and little, who nightly sleep under the roofs
of the pretty town that stands so proudly on the banks of the limpid
waters of the Miami river. And justly is it proud of its beauty. Its
location commands admiration. Its miles of paved streets and
cement sidewalks, in the residence district, are flanked by beautiful
homes, many of which are made still more attractive by luxuriant
shade trees and grassy lawns. In these homes are found all the
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conveniences and comforts generally considered as the property of
city homes alone, electric lights, natural gas for cooking and heat-
ing, and a fine water system. Both the water works and electric
light plant are owned by the city; the gas is furnished by the Ohio
Fuel Supply company. A fine city building that stands on the
east side of the old canal, houses the offices of the Board of Public
Affairs, also the police headquarters and the fire department, which
for efficiency and equipment is the pride of the town. Both the
Home and Bell Telephone companies have connections in the city.
An opera house, seating about six hundred people, attracts first-
class amusements for pleasure loving people, and a moving picture
theatre, accommodating eight hundred lovers of the pictured drama,
is in process of erection; near this handsome building, in the near
future, will be built a large modern building that will be occupied
by the Benjamin Sullivan Clothing company, which was recently
re-organized.

Five churches on the first day of the week gather those
religiously inclined in Miamisburg into five various folds. Over
the Lutheran congregation, which is the largest in the city, the
Reverend J. S. Herold officiates as clergyman ; the Reverend Addy-
man Smith is pastor over the congregation of the Methodist Epis-
copal church; Reverend W. C. Andreas conducts services at the
United Brethren church; the pulpit of the Reformed church is filled
weekly by the Reverend N. B. Mathes, while the sacred offices of
the Catholic church are in charge of Reverend Bernard Robers.

Miamisburg rejoices in the fact that her schools are in line with
all methods of advanced educational methods, and three commodious
schoolhouses, the Central Avenue auditorium, Central High school
and Kercher Street school house are necessary for the accomodation
of the eight hundred pupils who daily are in attendance for class
instruction. The schools are under the supervision of Mr. Harris
B. Beyer. The parochial schools of the town keep equal step in
progressive methods of mental training.

The good people of Miamisburg are not unlike the rest of
humanity, and are troubled with problems of “right and wrong,”
and likewise bodily aches and pains. Four able attorneys devote
both natural ability and acquired legal lore to the solving or adjust-
ing of the former troubles, viz.: Messrs. Mahlon Gebhart, William
A. Reiter, R. E. Vanderveer and Robert H. Zehring. The healers
of all the ills that disturb the physical frames of the people of
Miami township, especially in Miamisburg, are W. S. Bookwalter,
H. E. Diers, E. B. Doan, Burnet Weaver, C. A. Lynch, W. M.
Luburgh, Charles T. Hunt, E. E. Kimmel, and C. S. Judy. Three
dentists, by the new scientific methods of alleviating pain, thus
abolishing the terrors that for generations made a visit to a dentist’s
office comparable to going to a torture-chamber, are kept busy with
numerous calls for relief of aching molars. They are G. F. Biden-
harn, N. B. Hartwell and W. J. Thomas.

It would be difficult to find a town in which there is more
social pleasure and a love of good literature than in Miamisburg.
The shelves of the handsome Carnegie Public Library are kept
stocked with the latest books on all subjects, ranging from scientific
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to fiction, and the frequent demands for “something to read,” fully
occupies the time of the very able librarian, Miss Clara Schuler. A
large share of the social life of Miamisburg is expressed by the
numerous organizations for intellectual improvement that meet
weekly or bi-weekly at homes of the members. Among them are
the Ladies’ Monday Night club, Research club, and Round Table
club. The Ladies’ Relief Corps is auxiliary to the organization of
the Grand Army of the Republic. There are also well-established
societies of Daughters of Liberty and Rebecca. That the men of
Miamisburg also have places of social assemblage is plainly evident
from the number of lodge organizations in the town: Masons,
Knights of Pythias, Odd I'g ellows, Catholic Knights of Ohio, Moose,
Red Men, Junior Order American Mechanics, Macabees, Haragari
lodge, Eagles, Grand Army of the Republic, and the Business Men’s
club, all are agencies calculated to give husband and father an
excuse to stay out a little beyond the orthodox hour for home return,
and the weekly prayer meeting has not been included.

There is but one newspaper in Miamisburg, The Miamisbzurg
News, a wide-awake journal, Democratic in politics. A strange act
connected with its history is that it has been under the same edi-
torial management since its founding nearly forty years ago. Mr.
Charles E. Kinder, who, prior to his assuming the editorship of the
News, was connected with a Putnam county paper, comes from one
of the oldest and most respected families in the Miami valley, and
his journal is devoted to all that tends to the progressiveness of
Miami township in all directions. Mr. Kinder has been most effi-
ciently assisted in the duties of editorship and office management
of the paper for nearly a score of years by Mr. Daniel H. Holzman.
The official duties of the Miamisburg postoffice are in the hands of
Mr. William Alexander, who has a capable force of three clerks as
assistants. The office also has a prompt city delivery route and a
wide rural delivery.

When the realization came that the United States was really
at war with aggressive Germany, Miami township and her villages
were quick to respond to every governmental and humane call for
help in all directions. A branch of the Dayton Airplane company
was located at Miamisburg and the efficiency of the Red Cross unit
is noted elsewhere. The following comprehensive and valuable
summary of the result of the five Liberty loan campaigns for the
districts of Miami township, Miamisburg, West Carrollton, Jeffer-
son township, Washington township and Van Buren township,
recorded at the First National bank at Miamisburg, is taken from
the Miamisburg News:

Quota Subscriptions
First loan .............. $ 70,000 $ 85,000
Second loan ............. 72,000 115,000
Third loan .............. 64,800 262,300
Fourth loan ............. 151,000 . 390,400
Fifthloan ............... 115,450 305,500
Totals «...oeuvenn... $473250  $1,158,200

-3
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The subscriptions received at the same bank from the same
sources for the Victory loan plainly indicate that high prices and
the high cost of living had in no degree cooled the determination
of the residents in the townships of Montgomery county to sup-
port the Government in its every appeal for aid. Following is a
concise summing up of the number of subscribers, and amounts
subscribed: Miami township, 50 subscribers, subscription, $34,-
500; Miamisburg, 345 subscribers, subscription, $236,800; West
Carrollton, 10 subscribers, subscription, $19,800; Jefferson town-
ship, 30 subscribers, subscription, $9,400; Washington township, 22
subscribers, subscription, $4,950; Van Buren township, one sub-
scriber, subscription, $5,000. The total subscriptions for Miami
township, all sources, amounted to the large sum of $347,950. Out-
side of the city of Dayton, Miami township led all the other town-
ships by a large amount.

Miami township has carefully preserved a list of the brave
boys who, at their country’s call, enlisted in defense of the divine
right of freedom as God means it for the great human family. It
it is truly a “Roll of Honor.” Eight splendid sons of Miami town-
ship gave their lives in defense of the great principles of world-
democracy for which they carried “Old Glory” across the seas:
Alonzo Ballinger, John Newton Catrow, Dean Fry, Everett Galaspe,
Albert Henry, Henry Hughes, Oral Johnston, and Benjamin Karpur.

Whether the traveler takes the C. C. C. & St. L. railway or the
Ohio Electric line at Dayton in order to reach the pretty little town
of West Carrollton that is touched by both roads, he will ride
through one of the most attractive sections of the Miami valley. On
the last-named route he will follow for a while the sluggish waters
of the old canal, whose undisturbed surface seem to reflect pioneer
days in its greenish waters, but his eyes will feast on the splendid
farm land and attractive homes that lie beyond on either hand. As
the car enters the environs of West Carrollton, the pretty modern
homes that face the car line will be to him convincing proof that
the village is wide awake to all things necessary for progressive
living. West Carrollton, whose baptismal name was Carrollton,
received the addition of West when it was ascertained that there
was another town in Ohio bearing the same appellation, was platted
in the month of May, 1830, by Alexander Grimes, H. G. Phillips and
Moses Smith. It is now a tiny metropolis of about fifteen hundred
people, who possess the same spirit of enterprise and business
activity that is found in the larger centers of Dayton and Miamis-
burg, owning its water works system and enjoying the comfort that
comes with paved streets and cement sidewalks. The thorough-
fares are brilliantly lighted, as are also many of the town residences,
by electricity furnished by the Dayton Power & Light Co., while
the natural gas that is also used in the village for both heating and
domestic use is supplied by the mains of the Ohio Fuel Supply
company.

A Mayor and six Councilmen have the oversight and control of
the village government, and their meetings are held in the City
building, whose upper floors are also headquarters for the gather-
ings of the Community Center of the village and the lodge room
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of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the last-named occupy-
ing the third floor. One is quickly persuaded upon meeting Mayor
C. H. Bloss, that he is a man whose greatest interest is to advance
all things pertaining to the progressiveness of his home town; the
six gentlemen associated with him in the oversight of civil affairs
are Messrs. Miles Andrews, Charles Chamberlain, J. M. Dryden,
Rufus Eck, James Partlow and Burch Washburn. Mr. H. J. Wilson
is the efficient clerk of the village.

Three handsome churches are found in West Carroliton, Meth-
odist, Lutheran and Presbyterian, the pastors of which are respec-
tively, the Reverends Charles Cramer, L. P. Penceand E. A. Walker.
The Methodists lead in point of membership. The schools of the
village are outranked by none in everything that goes to ground
the youth of a town in the fundamentals of a sound, thorough edu-
cation; both the high school and graded schools are under the
superintendency of Mr. C. W. Flessinger. The entertainments of
the village are held in the auditorium of the high school building.

The first large business activities of West Carrollton were a
distillery and large flouring mill, established about five years after
the platting of the town by Messrs. Perry and Horace Pearl, which,
about thirty years afterward, passed into the ownership of the
Messrs. Turner, who continued business along the same lines until
the year 1871, when the property was purchased by Mr. G. H.
Friend, who discontinued the flour making and distilling, and con-
verted the buildings into paper mills, manufacturing an excellent
grade of straw paper and other materials for use in building. Slowly,
but steadily, the business grew, until in the eighties pulp mills were
established, and by the year 1892 the capacity of the mills was about
doubled, and West Carrollton stands today as one of the largest
paper mill centers in the big State of Ohio, if not, indeed, of the
middle west. These splendid activities are located between the
Ohio Electric railway and the main line of the C. C. C. & St. L.
railroad, which afford convenient and rapid facilities for shipping.
Cement walks and tiny green spots make the exterior of the mills
quite attractive, and the tasteful offices evince familiarity with wide
metropolitan commercial requirements.

The Miami Paper company was organized in the fall of the
year 1912, the property and business interests of the Friend Paper
company passing into the ownership of the new organization. The
equipment of the new plant was immediately increased with the
best and most modern paper making machinery, and improvements
made in every department of the mill, so that, today it ranks in
every particular with the most progressive plants for paper making
in the United States. A daily output of 1&,000 pounds keeps the
four hundred employees fully occupied, and the material sent out
cannot be surpassed for quality of finish. Four different kinds of
paper are supplied to the wide demand for book paper, bond paper,
ledger paper and writing paper. The present officers of the mill
are W. W. Sunderland, president; A. H. Nevius, vice-president and
general manager; W. S. Hayden, treasurer; G. F. Thornburg, sec-
retary and assistant treasurer; J. F. Dunifer, assistant general
manager.
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The Miami Tablet company, located so near the Miami Paper
company that it may be said to touch elbows, was originally a part
of the Miami Paper company, but was organized as a separate plant
in the month of December, 1916. The wish of two leading tablet
manufacturers to be identified with the paper industry at West Car-
rolliton, led to the organization of the new company.

This factory is up to standard in both equipment and quality
of material furnished to the trade. From their modern machinery
comes daily an output of seventy-five thousand tablets, and their
force of one hundred employees are consequently busy people. The
officers of the Miami Tablet company are Mr. H. F. Dayton, presi-
dent; Mr. Wm. F. Albrecht, vice-president and general manager;
Mr. W. W. Sunderland, treasurer, and Mr. A. H. Nevius, secretary.

Two other mills, in proximity to the plants of the Miami Paper
company and the Miami Tablet company, are the West Carrollton
Parchment mills and the American Envelope company. The latter
was organized in the winter of the year 1895, one or two years
preceding the establishment of the West Carroliton Parchment
mill. The chief officers of the West Carrollton Parchment mill are
Mr. Miles Moyer and Mr. Krebs. It would be a singular thing if,
in the center of a great tobacco raising district, West Carrollton was
without a representative in the business of shipping the commodity,
and the large warehouse of the Billman Brothers does a most grat-
ifying business.

As a natural sequence to the wide financial transactions at-
tending the commercial activity of a mill center, a bank would be a
necessary adjunct, and it is furnished in the institution known as
the West Carrollton Bank, one of the staunchest fiscal establish-
ments in the county. Its officers are Mr. William Stroop, president;
vice-presidents, Messrs. William Wilhelm and R. C. McConnaughy;
cashier, Mr. W. E. Dean.

Notwithstanding the smallness of its population, the village
of West Carrollton evinces an interest in welfare work that is lack-
ing in many towns more than treble its size. It has a community
center started in the spring of 1919, which contributes largely to the
social, intellectual and musical life of the village. Its originators
were the heads of the different mill activities, but its most generous
contributor is the Miami Paper company. A committee, consisting
of eight men and four women are in charge of all pertaining to the
interests of the center, and chiefly from their planning come the
many and diverse entertainments provided; this committee, or
board of directors, is elected annually, but no director is an official
of any of the factories. Mayor C. H. Bloss holds the important
office of general secretary, and Mr. C. W. Plessinger is president.
That the directors are heart and soul enlisted in making the or-
ganization successful along all lines of entertainment, is plainly
in evidence, when the programs show that lectures, sociables, mov-
ing pictures, church aid society meetings, basket ball, school parties,
Americanization classes, Sunday school class entertainments, check-
ers, pool, with a large orchestra that is always ready to add to the
enjoyment of the occasion. The center is affiliated with the Young
Men’s and the Young Women’s Christian associations of Dayton.
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Five groceries and three stores supply the material wants of West
Carrollton, and numerous ships attest that there is scarcely any
trade that is not represented in the village. The duties of the post-
office are cared for most efficiently by Mr. John S. Heeter.

The interest taken by the people of West Carrollton in the
different Liberty loans is found elsewhere, but it is a pleasure to
note the patriotism of the village in the number of sons and brothers
who went from its homes, as soldiers in the greatest contest ever
waged for human liberty. Five splendid boys of the village are
sleeping in foreign graves, but their heroic sacrifice is enshrined in
the hearts of every one who knew them, and their resting places
are sacred places to the people whose freedom they died to save:
Emon Boldman, Walter Crum, Edward Folk, H. E. Howell and
Clarence E. Jones, are those worthy of eternal remembrance.

Mad River Township. Local history is authority for the state-
ment that, although Mad River township was one of the last town-
ships to be organized, it is more closely identified with the growth
of social and commercial life of the city of Dayton, than any other
township in Montgomery county. Not until the early summer of
the year 1841 was the present boundaries of the township estab-
lished, these limiting lines separating it from Greene county on the
east, Van Buren township on the south, Wayne township on the
north, and Miami river and the corporation line of the city of Day-
ton being the western boundary. Its length takes in six miles of
territory, its greatest width being five and one-half miles. Two
large streams, the Great Miami and Mad rivers, with a few small
tributaries render the bottom lands singularly fertile and productive,
and the farms surrounding the beautiful county seat are well nigh
unparalleled for attractiveness in both picturesqueness and
fruitfulness.

Many settlers had built home fires in the township long years
before the region was distinguished as a separate political unit.
As early as the year 1796, a small colony came from Cincinnati to
the upper lands of the Miami valley, three families selecting land
within the present boundaries of Mad River township. Their names
are written in pioneer history as Morris, Hamer and Gahagan. As
his name would foreshadow, William Gahagan was a son of “Old
Erin,” and hatred of English domination brought him to the shores
of the new Republic. He served under Wayne in the campaigns of
1794 and ’95 with a true Irishman’s fervor. William Hamer brought
his family, consisting of his wife and six children, into the wilds
of Mad River township; five more olive branches were grafted on
his family tree after the establishment of his home within the town-
ship. Happy, indeed, was the pioneer, whose home resounded with
the mirth of a numerous progeny of frolicsome “tow-heads,” and
the man around whose fireside gathered no happy little flock received
the unstinted commiseration of the settlement. Other names con-
nected with the growth and progressiveness of Mad River town-
ship, are Lock, Edgar, Oyler, Robinson, Houser, Grimes, Cottom
and Lemon. Like the story of pioneer settlements all over the
Miami valley, the list of names worthy of distinguished remem-
brance is a long one, and are worthy of record in every history of
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the district that is written. Perchance, the most influential and
prominent of the earliest of the neweomers to Mad River township
was Judge Isaac Spinning. Born in the State of New Jersey in the
beginning of the last half of the eighteenth century, he was on the
borderland of middle life when he came with his wife and children
to Mad River township and settled on a tract of nearly a thousand
acres of land in the eastern part of the township. A lawyer by pro-
fession, the legal ability and attainments of Mr. Spinning soon
commanded recognition, and in the early summer of the year 1803
he received the appointment of one of the associate judges of Mont-
gomery county, remaining on the judicial bench until the date of
his death, which occurred the day before Christmas in the year 1825.
As a patriot, he had also won the esteem of his fellow pioneers,
having, when but a lad, served in the memorable struggle of
America against English domination and tyranny.

Another name, perhaps equally prominent in the story of the
settlement of Mad River township, is that of Jonathan Harshman,
whose many descendants, today, are influential men and women in
the commercial and social life of Montgomery county and vicinity.
By birth, a son of Maryland, upon reaching the years of manhood,
a life in regions farther west attracted him, and he removed to the
State of Kentucky. But being a man of strong convictions, he saw
the cruel injustice of human slavery, and with his family crossed
the river into the free territory of Ohio, locating in the northeastern
part of Mad River township, where a village settlement will carry
his name, probably until the end of time. For many years Mr.
Harshman as a distiller and miller held a leading place in the busi-
ness activities of the Miami valley, and acquired much wealth. To
him and his wife (nee Susannah Rench) were born nine children,
four daughters and five sons, and their descendants, as has been
stated are today among the stalwart figures of the business and social
life of the Miami valley. The history of Mad River township
credits it with running more distilleries and mills than any other
township in Montgomery county. Statistics disclose figures that
credit the establishment of thirteen distilleries between the towns
of Dayton and Springfield, in which 17,500 gallons of whiskey
were made every twenty-four hours; this enormous manufacture of
spirits was not in the earliest years of the century, but even in
pioneer times the planting of a small still, capable of holding nearly
twenty bushels a day, was found on many farms. The large dis-
tillery built by Jonathan Harshman in the year 1832 had a capacity
of five hundred bushels per day. Some years later it was enlarged
by his son, George Harshman, but was destroyed by fire in the
year 1878. Previous to his engaging in the distillery business,
Jonathan Harshman had been profitably operating both flour and
oil mills. Other settlers who engaged in milling and distilling,
and who acquired comfortable sufficiency of wealth from those
industries, were George W. Smith, George Kneisly, and William
Harriés.

One of the features of Mad River township for many years was
the beautiful fruit farm of Nicholas Ohmer, which had the just
reputation of standing at the head of all the fruit farms, not only in
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the Miami valley, but in the State of Ohio. Mr. Ohmer was of
French descent, his parents coming to America in the year 1832,
their son, Nicholas, the eldest child, being at that time nine years of
age. After trying several locations as possible home sites, the
growing town of Dayton was chosen as a permanent home. A
confectioner’s shop and restaurant was opened on Second street
between Main and Jefferson streets, and a year later, 1838, a branch
store on the corner of Third and Main streets, the present location
of the Phillips House, was placed in charge of young Nicholas.
A few years later the father retired from business, and Nicholas
was at the head of the restaurant business in the city. So successful
was he in this industry that many restaurants on different railroad
lines were owned and managed by him in connection with a son
and brother. But the French blood in the veins of Mr. Ohmer
demanded that he devote part of his life to the beautiful as well
as to the practical things of existence. The cultivation of flowers
and fruits was really a dominating passion with him, and his rapidly
increasing wealth permitted free indulgence in the beautiful activity.
Purchasing a large tract of land near the location of the present
state asylum, a handsome residence became the center of exquisite
flowers and choice fruit, which he cultivated to such an extent that
he was soon counted among the wholesale fruit shippers of the
middle west.

Early schools were of course established in Mad River town-
ship, in which religious services were held by the first settlers. But
the nearness of Dayton, in which churches and congregations were
being rapidly constructed, retarded building.

ad River township is especially rich in shipping conveniences;
remote, indeed, is the farm ﬁom whose home or fields cannot be
traced the smoke of a locomotive against the horizon. Five rail-
roads cross its territory, connecting its agricultural life with markets
north and south, as well as east and west.

Van Buren Township. Like Mad River township, the close-
ness of the county seat, renders the history of Van Buren township
very similar to the township mentioned above. The area of Van
Buren township contains nearly twenty-five square miles, and con-
stitutes an area of rich, highly cultivated land, its nearness to the
city of Dayton, like the land of Mad River township, making it a
desirable location for financial investment. One of the many sources
of wealth found in Montgomery county lies in the stone quarries
of Van Buren township. Many public buildings in southwestern
Ohio have been built from stone taken from these quarries, bring-
ing literally millions of dollars into the pockets of the owners of
the stone pits.

Associated with the early development of the township, are
the work and interest of men named Rike, Prugh, Snyder, Bradford,
Stutzman, Bridgman, Kramer, Newcom, Rice, and others, whose
thorough comprehension of the bright future awaited every indus-
trious man who came to the rich territory of promise in the Miami
valley, made them valiant forerunners not only of progressive
development along commercial lines, but of all things that tended to
the npward development of humanity.
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The first Shakers appeared as settlers in Van Buren township
in the year 1805. These were followed in the next few years by
others of the same faith, until there was quite a settlement, to
which was given the name of “Shakertown.” The chief industries
of this peculiar people, were the raising of fine garden seed, im-
provement of live stock, and wool growing, but naturally the singu-
lar beliefs of the Shakers, in time, tended to diminish their number,
and now they are scarcely more than a name and a remembrance
in the township.

Originally called Buddsbury, the small village of Beavertown
is one of the oldest settlements in Montgomery county. Located
only a few miles from the county seat, its proximity to Dayton has
prevented its acquiring any large place in the business life of the
county. A blacksmith shop occupied by Ephraim Arnold in the
year 1812, is said to have been the nucleus around which gathered
the cabins of incoming settlers. For many years Beavertown has
been one of the strong citadels of the United Presbyterian church,
and was at its organization numbered among the very strictest of
the psalm-singing and close communion sects. Some very able
men have been pastors of the church, and the village has good
schools.

-Oakwood, the little village in Van Buren that can almost shake
hands with its friends in Dayton over the corporation line, so
close is it to the county seat, was first platted in the year 1832, and
replatted, as its territory was added to, later. But it did not obtain
its articles of incorporation until the summer of 1907. Fearful of
being caught as a Dayton suburb and thus being counted in the
city limits, it determined to be in a position to manage its own af-
fairs, and in the summer of 1907 obtained a village charter; the
future only will show whether it can succeed, or not, in keeping out
of the incorporating clutch of Dayton. Oakwood has excellent
schools, and with its many pretty homes, is one of the most modern
and attractive villages of Montgomery county.

German Township. German township was one of the four orig-
inal townships established by the associate judges of the county
court in the spring of 1803, and included all of the land lying west of
the Miami river extending to the state line parallel with and for sev-
eral miles south of the present boundary line of Miami county. Its
present limiting boundaries are Miami township in the east, Preble
county on the west, Jefferson and Jackson townships on the north,
and Warren and Butler counties on the south. Its area contains
thirty-seven and a fraction sections.

The channel of Big Twin creek crossing the township from
northwest to northeast divides it into nearly two equal sections,
the territory of which is, perhaps, more distinctively marked by
special characteristics than any other township in the county—low-
lands and uplands. The former are rich bottom lands of the streams,
Mud Lick, Shawnee creek, Dry Run, Big Twin, and Little Twin
creeks. These little valleys constitute about one-third of the land
in the township, and from them come the magnificent yearly crops
of grain, tobacco and fruit for which the township is noted; the
uplands are less fertile, and consequently less valuable for tillage.
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The largest of the valleys lying within the area of German
township is known as Twin-valley, its name arising from the union
of the “Twin” streams at Germantown, the final outlet of the water
being a few miles below the town in the Miami river. The luxur-
iant valley varys from one to two miles in width. Upon a hill com-
manding Twin valley can be traced the outlines of a fort, inclosing
an area of about twenty-five acres, the citadel of that pre-historic
race, the Mound Builders.

The coming of the first residents of German township vary
in no essential particulars from the early settlements of the other
townships of Montgomery county. The wigwams of some of the
Shawanee tribe still stood on the banks of the stream that pre-
serves their name, and it was with reluctant, saddened hearts that
the poor red men saw their beloved forests fall before the relentless
ax of the encroaching pioneers.

The first newcomers were, many of them, squatters, who be-
cause of inability to pay for their clearings, like poor Joe, were com-
pelled to abandon the land and “move on,” and their rude efforts
at primitive civilization became the property of more capable hands.
The actual settlers in German township had erected log cabins and
taken possession of farms as early as the year 1804. The large
majority of them were Germans, either by birth or descent, the
latter coming mainly from Pennsylvania, although immigrants from
other states were well represented in the peopling of the township.
Names that today are found in all lines of social and commercial
life throughout the Miami valley can be read on the crumbling
stones of country churchyards, and well may the descendants be
proud of the men and women whose toil and privations made it
possible for their grand and great-grandchildren to enjoy the lux-
uries and privileges of wealth. Gunckel, Emerick, Kiester, Stump,
Shuey, Lindamuth, Zeller and Schaeffer, are a few of the names
associated with the intellectual and material advancement and pros-
perity of German township, and there are many more worthy of
preservation in the chronicles of the Miami valley.

It was inevitable that a township mostly Teutonic in settlement
should be staunch adherents to the tenets promulgated by that
Christian hero, Martin Luther. There was no regular church or-
éanization in the township previous to the year 1809, when the

erman Reformed and Lutherans consolidated, bought ground for
a church and graveyard, and, at a cost of five hundred dollars,
erected the first log church in German township. It is noteworthy of
record that all denominations were made welcome to interments
in the church cemetery; the only exceptions were the bodies of
criminals and suicides. Christian love and fellowship could not
permit the bodies of the poor unfortunates to lie so close to the dust
of the saints. While the Lutherans and members of the Reformed
church were united as a congregation in perfect harmony, they were
glad to listen to pastors who were of their own profession of faith,
and in the year 1815 the part of the congregation accepting Lutheran
tenets called, as regular minister, the Reverend John Casper Dill,
while on the Sundays specially claimed by the Reformed people,
the Reverend Thomas Winters supplied them with Gospel food.
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This same Thomas Winters is worthy of special mention in the
story of the settlement of the Miami valley. Of German parentage,
his parents coming from the “old country” and settling in Maryland,
where their son was born in the year 1798. His license to preach was
handed to him by the hands ofy the Reverend Otterbein, the noble
founder of the United Brethren church. His work was not confined
to ministering to the spiritual needs of the little assembly of earnest
listeners in the church in German township; in common with all the
clergymen of that early day, there were several folds under his care,
necessitating his presence at regular intervals at Clear Creek in
Warren county, Beaver Creek settlement in Greene county, Slifer
church in Montgomery county, and Lewisburg and West Alexan-
dria in Preble county. His work was well done. He thoroughly
understood the art of winning the confidence and affection of his
hearers and, notwithstanding his arduous labor, managed to dis-
seminate theological and other valuable information. He could
preach with equal ability either in the English or German language.
His life and teaching were of paramount influence in the Miami
valley. Mr. Valentine Winters, for many years an influential man
in banking circles in Dayton, was a grandson of the pioneer clergy-
man. :

Germantown, the largest village in German township, was
platted by Philip Gunckel in the fall of the year 1814. The surveyor
had an eye to the future beauty of the town, and his work provided
for wide streets, which are now splendidly graveled throughfares,
electrically lighted, and bordered with wide, smooth cement side-
walks. Like many of the other towns located on the banks of
streams, the building of a mill was the beginning, or rather the
start of the town of Germantown. Mr. Gunckel was builder of the
mill, and for many years it was the only structure of the kind in a
radius of many miles.

With a population of only about eighteen hundred people, the
village of Germantown possesses a reputation for business push
which lies in_the hands of men known throughout the Miami valley
for honesty in dealing and sound commercial judgment. The larg-
est industry of the township is tobacco raising, and ten large tobacco
warehouses attest the extent of the activity. These are owned
respectively by G. P. Bailey & Son, Joseph Endress, Robert Grubbs,
Kercher & Endress, Pioneer Leaf Tobacco company, E. Rettich &
Co., Schaeffer & Rettich, A. J. Ross, and Harowitz Bros. The com-
ing of the Cincinnati & Northern railway to Germantown in the
year of 1886, and connection by traction with Dayton, Cincinnati
& Miamisburg six years later, opened swift transportation of grain
and tobacco to the farmers of the township.

Two banks receive the fat deposits of thrifty farmers, and of
the township and business centers of the village. The Farmers’
& Citizens’ Savings bank, established in 1904, is under the careful
control of Mr. Adam Gilbert, president; Mr. Ed Rettich, vice-
president; and Mr. T. K. Zehring, cashier; while the affairs of the
First National bank, organized in 1863, are wisely managed by Mr.
John A. Shank, president; Mr. Charles F. Huber, vice-president;
and Mr. E. C, Oblinger, cashier. A building and saving association
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does a big business, for Germantown, as well as its neighboring
villages, feels the necessity of more housing room, and by the finan-
cial accommodations granted by loan organizations, people are
building homes for occupancy and rent.

The business streets of Germantown are lined with excellent
dry goods stores, fine groceries, drugstore, restaurants, cigar stores,
bakeries, shoe stores, all industries necessary to the comfort and
progressiveness of any town. The people of Germantown are not
only widely known as a fine commercial community, but are justly
commended for appreciation of the highest things in life. Every
first day of the week witnesses well-filled churches and Sunday
schools. The United Brethren congregation, under the pastorate
of the Reverend W. J. Underwood, has the largest membership in
the village, although the Emmanuel Evangelical Lutheran church
can count a greater number of names on its membership record;
but a large per cent of the latter congregation resides in the township,
outside of the village limits. The clergyman in charge is the
Reverend A. F. Siebert, D. D. St. John’s Reformed church is in
care of the Reverend H. L. V. Shinn, while the Reverend Aaron S.
Watkins, LL. D,, is spiritual watchman over the congregation of
the Methodist Episcopal church.

In educational matters the village of Germantown is no lag-
gard. A high school attended by one hundred and two pupils under
the principalship of Mr. McClure, and a public school comprehend-
ing eight grades, taught by Mr. A. W. Altdee, with Mr. J. J. Martz
as superintendent over both schools, prepare the youth of German-
town for the practical things in life. There is also a military school,
known as the Miami Military institute, of which Col. O. G. Brown is
president. The youth of Germantown have also the advantage of
one of the finest Carnegie libraries in the Miami valley. The amuse-
ment loving people of the village have the privilege of enjoying
excellent entertainments in a small, up-to-date opera house, while
moving picture fans can nightly, in a theater devoted to the at-
tractive art, see their favorite actors on the screen.

The physical ills of the people are most competently looked
after by Drs. N. W. Cowden, T. H. Dickinson, W. W. Hetzier, P. A.
Kemper, J. L. Travis and E. C. Ziegler; while all legal adjustments
are ably conducted by two attorneys, Mr. Chester A. Eby and the
Hon. William Buck, mayor of the village.

German township responded with patriotic fervor in its sub-
scriptions to the Liberty loans, the amount credited to its citizens
approximating $998,000, and not less patriotic were its gallant sons.
Over one hundred splendid boys wore the khaki, and on the names
of three of them will ever shine the glory that only radiates from
personal sacrifice, a sacrifice that to them signified the surrender
of human life for a hero’s crown: David Eagle, Arthur Gephart and
Corporal Grover C. Becker.

Jackson Township. In compliance with a petition presented to
them in June, 1814, the commissioners of Montgomery county formed
a new township to be called Jackson in honor of the seventh presi-
dent of the United States. Its original boundaries embraced eight
square miles of land which six years later were detached and in-
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cluded in Perry township. The present boundaries of Jackson town-
ship are Jefferson township on the east, Preble county on the west,
Perry township on the north, and German township on the south.
These boundaries include thirty-six square miles of land, than which
there is no better in the State of Ohio. It is well drained by several
large streams, and watered by many never-failing springs, which
are always a source of satisfaction to every good farmer.

The earliest settlements in Jackson township were made along
the - southern and northern borders of the township. The first re-
liable record ascribes the first cabin homes to have been built by
three families from Pennsylvania, near the present site of Farmers-
ville. Their names were Oldfather, Pfoutz and Stoner. They were
followed by Abraham Swartzell, to whom, in the new home in the
wilderness, was to be born six sons and three daughters. Big
families were the rule in pioneer days, and each child was welcomed
with a love that now often seems lacking in many modern homes.
The settlers that rapidly followed these sons of Pennsylvania to
Jackson township, were mainly from the same state. They were
induced to come by the glowing letters that the first immigrants sent
back to their old homes, telling of the free open life, the richness
of the soil, and the magnificent crops. The descendants of these
sterling pioneers are still found in the Miami valley, worthy pos-
terity of an honorable ancestry. Staver, Rumbarger, Cook—the list
is too long for the space given.

It has been truthfully said that history repeats itself, and it
is certainly proved by pioneer records. Experiences were the same.
The only difference lay in locality and names. In Jackson township
the building of the little log schoolhouse preceded the erection of
a church, which was the general rule, for on Sundays the school-
house could serve as a temple of praise and worship. In the year of
1810, Adam Staver, a staunch Lutheran, prevailed upon the settlers
to build a church, which was the first in the township.

The first real road in Jackson township was made in the year
1805, and ran from Germantown through Farmersville to Tom’s
Run; the following year the Dayton and Eaton road to the state
line, crossing Harrison township, and running between Jefferson
and Madison and Jackson and Perry townships was built. Other
turnpikes speedily followed, and now Jackson township is cele-
brated throughout the state for the number of splendid, macadam-
ized roads that intersect it in every direction.

In the year 1832 Oliver Dalrynple, a store and tavern keeper,
" platted the present village of Farmersville, which he named Farm-
ersville in honor of the tillers of the soil, who were his friends and
neighbors. Seventeen years later it was incorporated by legislative
enactment. Farmersville holds its own among the progressive
country villages of the Miami valley; its bank, known in financial
circles as the Citizens Bank of Farmersville, being one of the safe,
best conducted institutions in Montgomery county. Its present
officers are Mr. D. C. Mills, vice-president; Mr. E. M. Heisey,
cashier; and Mr. Mark Kurtz, assistant cashier.

The proximity of New Lebanon to places much larger has pre-
vented its rapid development, but it is recognized as one of the
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busiest of small towns in the Miami valley. Its age as a corporated
village only numbers forty-one years, but it was platted as early
as the year of 1843. Mr. N. S. Price had the honor of being its
first mayor. A part of the village “laps over” into Perry township.
The Farmers’ Bank at New Lebanon does an active and solid busi-
ness with its farming environment, and is conducted under the able
management of Mr. O. F. Brumbaugh, president; Mr. O. E. Kreit-
zer, vice-president; and Mr. O. K. Edwards, cashier.

Johnsville, which also partly lies in Perry township, is but a
small settlement such as is found all over the middle west.

Perry Township, situated in the western part of Montgomery
county is, in shape, perhaps the most perfect township in Mont-
gomery county, being perfectly square, running six by six, thus con-
taining an area of thirty-six square miles. Its boundaries are Preble
county on the west, Jackson township on the south, Clay township
on the north, and Madison township on the east. The district was
made a township by the commissioners of Montgomery county in
the spring of the year 1820. Every schoolboy knows that it carries
the name of the famous commander of Lake Erie renown.

Settlements in Perry township began more than a decade be-
fore its organization as a separate political unit in the county. And
fortunate, indeed it was for both county and state that so honest,
energetic and thrifty a class of settlers first lighted the blaze of
civilization upon the rude hearths of Perry township’s pioneer
cabins. They were mainly of German ancestry, emulous to do the
will of their Creator, which found expression in neighborly kind-
nesses, and embracing every opportunity to increase their temporal
wealth; and today their descendants enjoy the fruit of their labors
in splendidly cultivated farms upon which stand homes furnished
with all the comforts and conveniences required by modern life.
In the year of 1816, Andrew Clemmer erected the first grist mill in
the township on the banks of Tom’s creek, which furnished the meal
for a wide neighborhood. A German named Miller was the first
school instructor in that part of the township; in the year 1814 a
second log temple of learning was built west of the Shank farm. In
time, these primeval, rough edifices gave place to neat, attractive
schoolhouses and no township in Montgomery county is better
supplied with school edifices, and have teachers finer equipped by
mental training to teach the youth, than Perry township.

As before stated, the earliest settlers in the township were of
Teutonic descent, crossing the mountains mainly from Pennsyl-
vania. The moss-grown stones in the early churchyards record
the names of Shank, Wogoman, Brumbaugh, Miller—the list is too
long for chronicling. But as one stands by the sunken mounds and
tries to decipher the almost indistinguisgable lettering, and then
turns the eyes to the cleared woodland, the great fields of sun-kissed
grain, the cattle luxuriously browsing the thick lush grass of wide
pasture-fields, everything so finished, so complete, the query comes,
does the present generation ever give a thought to the men whose
toil and sacrifice first made it possible for their descendants of the
twentieth century to enjoy life comparatively free from hard phys-
ical labor and privation?

o—
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The village of Pyrmont is the only one lying entirely within
the boundaries of Perry township, as Jackson township claims part
of the little towns of New Lebanon and Johnsville. Pyrmont took
out corporation papers at one time, its platting by Daniel Mundhenk
taking place in the year 1835. But so little interest did the villagers
feel in its becoming a municipal center that its charter was permitted
to lapse. The first postmaster was named either Rankin or Harper,
the office being established five years after the village was platted.

Wayne Township is found in the northeastern corner of Mont-
gomery county in friendly proximity.to Greene county on the east,
the same county and Mad River township protecting it on the south,
its northern boundary separating it from Clark and Miami counties
on the north, and the Miami river washing its western line of limi-
tation. The date of its birth into the sisterhood of townships was
January 1, 1810. In its name is kept alive the memory of the famous
Revolutionary hero who was the idol of the Ohio pioneers.

The topography of Wayne township finds the country generally
“rolling” land, no finer crop-growing sail to be found anywhere in
the beautiful Miami valley. In pioneer days the fields lying in the
Mad and Miami river valleys were often inundated by the overflow
of these streams, causing great destruction of crops, which was even
a more serious loss to the primitive farmer than to the husbandman
of today. But the clearing out of the forests, and the building of
dams has lessened the danger of inundation to a minimum.

History recounts that the first blacksmith shop in the township
was built by Mr. Stoffel Coon, and doubtless his rude shop was a
favorite meeting place for the farmers, who brought him their plows
upon which to do the iron work necessary. There are no factories
in Wayne township, the industries next to farming being working of
the stone quarries and the manufacture of lime in the central part
of the township. The stone taken from the quarries is said to be
“par excellence.” The material used in erecting the splendid cathe-
dral in Cincinnati was dug from the quarries on the old Troy pike.
Like the adjacent townships, Wayne township is favored wit{ good
roads, but it possesses no community center large enough to be de-
nominated a village. A tiny settlement called Taylorsville ap-
proaches the nearest to the name. The absence of town centers has
not prevented Wayne township from keeping equal pace with the
other townships of Montgomery county in maintaining schools that
would be a credit and pride to any town, big or little.

Agricultural Wealth of Montgomery County

Agricultural statistics gathered from the latest reports of
assessors for the year 1916 and ’17, and published by the State De-
partment of Agriculture, prove that the townships of Montgomery
county are not “slackers” in the art of grain production. In the
raising of the two great staples, wheat and corn, Montgomery county
in the year 1917 had a wheat acreage of 33,470 acres, an increase of
4,019 acres over the sowing of 1916. Her corn crop for the same
period covered 48,036 acres, only 73 more acres planted than the
previous year. Oats fell short by 3,487 acres. There were 12,489,025
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pounds of tobacco produced in the year 1916, which placed the
county second in line with the greatest tobacco producing district of
Ohio, Darke county beating Montgomery’s record by 539,798 pounds
for the same year. In the year 1917, there were planted 1,471 acres
of rye, and 11,022 acres of oats. Her hay acreage for 1916 was 17,355
acres; clover, 19,405 acres, which produced 13,514 tons of clover hay
and 4,193 bushels of seed. The alfalfa yield for the year 1916 was
only 5,598 tons of hay; not meeting the timothy product by 20,702
tons. ,
The “truck patch” report shows that in 1916 there were 153 acres
planted in tomatoes which yielded 12,689 bushels ; Irish potatoes dug
from 1,204 acres filled 45,292 bushel measures, while 48 acres of
onions yielded 1,482 bushels. The home dairies of the year produced
848,961 pounds of butter, against 30,950 of factory and creamery
make. ’Pge hens of Montgomery county in the year 1916 were not
ambitious to “beat the record,” as they only have credit for 861,462
dozens, being surpassed by several counties in the southwestern part
of the state.

Other sections of Ohio excelled this region in the raising of
small fruits, Montgomery county standing sixteenth in the list of
twenty counties which constitute the southwestern part of Ohio,
although the county made a good showing in the production of pears.

Of land owned in the county in the year 1916, the total acreage -
was 163,004, of which 125,870 acres were cultivated. In April, 1917,
the farmers of Montgomery county owned 16,567 horses, 578 beef
cattle, 10,159 milch cows, and 6,232 other cattle; the same month
gives a showing of 32,938 hogs and 2,644 sheep for the different
townships. The statistics show 257 farms rented to tenants, and 121
farm laborers for wages.

The State-City Free Labor Exchange in the city of Dayton has
a reputation for efficiency, second to none in the United States.
Organized under the management of the Industrial Commission of
Ohio, it was one of the bureaus of the seven headquarters in the
state. The city of Dayton knew its efficacy as early as the spring of
the year 1900 when, as in other cities, its chief usefulness lay in find-
ing employment for laborers only. But, fortunately for all con-
cerned, the exchange came under the personal supervision of Mr.
E. A. Meade, who soon saw that the ramifications of the work could
be broadened out into other channels of assistance, and he forthwith
proceeded to formulate his ideas.

A plan was devised by Mr. Meade for keeping a list of places
calling for help in official and professional work, and he also recog-
nized the fact that the environment of the bureau must be that in
which no professional man or skilled laborer would hesitate to enter
in the search for employment. So more commodious and handsomer
offices were obtained, and so thorough is their equipment that they
are regarded as being at the head of all other similar institutions in
the United States. Indeed, other exchanges have taken their equip-
ment and method of conducting this important welfare business as
models for imitation; in Washington City they are used in connec-
tion with a school, where men and women are taught the importance
of conducting a free labor bureau along lines of the best advantage
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to both employee and employer. The Dayton office is not managed
on an independent basis, but works under the supervision of the In-
dustrial Commission of Ohio, whose headquarters are established in
the city of Columbus.

Mr. W. A. Holbrook is in charge of the Dayton Bureau, and
since his incumbency, amply proves his fitness in every way for the
responsible position. Not only is he thoroughly equipped by pre-
vious experience in this line of work, but he looks ahead and antici-
pates every need and requirement, especially covering everything
that tends to the enlarging of the field. He is especially urgent that
employers in every department of labor, whetﬁer professional or
manual, file their applications when desiring assistance, so that there
may be. no delay in finding among those who have applied for em-
ployment someone that will “fill the bill” in every particular. This
requirement of Mr. Holbrook makes the relations easier from the
start for both the employer and the employee. It is particularly
satisfactory in clerical work, as can be readily seen. This bureau 1s
established in the roomy building located at the corner of Third and
Perry streets, occupying the second and third floors. In the offices
on the second floor are found Mr. Holbrook’s assistants who look
after all women desiring employment. Over this service Miss Olive
Silverthorn is general manager, and she is ably assisted by Mrs.
Bessie Evans and Miss Olive McMellon, who, respectively, have
charge of women desiring employment as household-helpers and
other women seeking work in tactories.

The third floor is given up to offices devoted to men applicants
for work. These offices represent five different branches of work,
and each branch is under the personal watchfulness of a man who,
by experience, is thoroughly acquainted with the wants of an em-
proyer and can quickly size up the qualifications of the man seeking
a “job.” Mr. L. E. Nysewander daily looks after the farm depart-
ment ; the department caring for unskilled labor is in charge of Mr.
George Burrerr; the builder’s department, which takes in different
branches of activity, such as plumbers, steam fitters, carpenters,
everything necessary to proper construction, is in the hands of Mr.
Ernest J. Keller, while Mr. A. W. Holbrook looks after all mechanics
desiring work.

Especially helpful has the Free-Labor Exchange been to sol-
diers and sailors desiring employment. It is estimated that fully
one hundred per cent of the brave boys looking for work have been
supplied with jobs by the Dayton bureau. A room is especially de-
voted to their applications. While Mr. E. A. Meade, formerly super-
intendent of the bureau, is at the head of this department,
Superintendent W. A. Holbrook and his office assistants personally
look after the application of every sailor and soldier, and rejoices in
the fact that he seldom fails in finding congenial employment for
each and every applicant that has worn the khaki or navy blue. The
War Department has signified its great appreciation of the work
done for returned soldiers and sailors by the Free-Labor Bureau of
the city of Dayton, and is also authority for the statement that, in
the emplacement of sailors and soldiers, all cities whose population
runs from one hundred thousand to two hundred thousand are led



THE STORY OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY 53

by the county-seat of Montgomery county. It is but due to Miss
Naomi Chapman, that her work as private secretary to Superintend-
ent Holbrook is worthy of special commendation. :

Red Cross Work in Montgomery County

It was in the month of February, 1917, that an appeal from the
National Board of the Red Cross at Washington, D. C,, came to
the women of Montgomery county, asking for an immediate organ-
ization of a chapter in this section of the Miami valley. The German
atrocities in Belgium and France had long aroused the sympathy
of the women of America for the suffering women and children in
those devasted countries, and the plea for organized help brought
speedy response. There were many different channels through
which help and succor were reaching the distressed people across
the sea, but none were more splendidly organized or more efficiently
managed than the Red Cross society, and the women of Mont-
gomery county were not slow to respond to the urgency of the ap-
peal. The call was made public, and on the second day of March
the Jennie McMahon McCrea branch of the Needlework Guild
raised $300 for the purchasing of materials and began the humane
work of making surgical dressings for the American Red Cross or-
ganization, and so diligent were the fingers of the members of the

ild, that in the short space of two months, there were shipped
,705 articles to Rush Terminal.

In the meantime, Miss Eleanor Hamilton of the nursing staff
of the Miami Valley hospital had not been idle, and under her di-
rectorate one hundred women pledged their membership as Red
Cross helpers in the proposed formation of the desired chapter,
and a complete organization meeting was held April 18, 1917, in the
rooms of the Greater Dayton association, of which Mr. F. J. Ach was
temporary chairman. It was the desire of the association to make
Mr. John H. Patterson permanent chairman of the chapter, but
upon his expressed inability to accept the responsible position,
Rabbi David Lefkovitz, of the Dayton Jewish temple, was made
permanent chairman. And in no better, more capable hands could
the important duties of the place have been placed. With a heart
full to overflowing with love to humanity, wise in judgment, seeing
always the bright side when, perchance, a little discouragement or
apprehension crept in among the workers, sparing neither time nor
strength in forwarding the work, the success of the Montgomery
county Chapter of the Red Cross is largely due to its devoted chair-
man. At this organization meeting Mrs. Valentine Winters was ap-
pointed chairman of the Membership committee, and it was decided
not to confine membership to the residents of the city of Dayton,
but to include all of Montgomery county, making village and town-
ship societies units of the chapter. The “drive” for membership
that was immediately made for Red Cross members, resulted in
the obtaining of twenty thousand members. Temporary headquar-
ters were at once established on East Third street, in a store room
in the Elks building, but on May 12, Mr. and Mrs. Walter Kidder,
with characteristic generosity, offered to the chapter the Daytonia
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hotel, located on East Second street, between Ludlow and Main,
which was gratefully accepted by the organization, and has been
the headquarters of the chapter up to the present time.

It is eminently fitting that those who were the organizers and
promoters of the Red Cross philanthropy during those terrible
months of attempted German domination of the political life of the
more democratic countries of Europe, should be preserved in a his-
tory of the work of the order. It has been officered by men and
women who are at the head of the religious, business and social life
of the city. As stated above, Rabbi David Lefkovitz is still per-
manent chairman of the society. The vice-chairmen are: Mr.
Harry B. Canby, president Crawford-McGregor-Canby company;
and Mr. J. W. Downer, manager Dayton Supply company; secre-
tary, Mrs, W. H. Delscamp, wife of a prominent physician; treas-
urer, Mr. Chas. W. Slagle, president Merchants’ National bank;
Mrs. George Goodhue was also vice-chairman, holding the same
important office in the Needlework Guild of the city.

The Executive Board comprised Rabbi David Lefkovitz, Mr.
Lee Warren James, attorney; Mr. J. C. Haswell, president Malle-
able Iron Works; Mrs. George Goodhue; Mrs. W. H. Delscamp;
Mr. Chas. W. Slagle; Mrs. W. H. Sunderland; Mr. J. W. Downer;
Mrs, Chas. Craighead, wife of leading attorney; Dr. C. Fred Young,
president Davies Soap company; Mr. Harry B. Canby. The com-
mittee in charge of the Woman’s Work, were Mrs. George Goodhue,
Mrs, Chas. Craighead, Mrs. Henry Loy, Mrs. E. C. James, Mrs.
Earl Forrer, Misses Bessie Worman and Virginia Blakeney. On
the Purchasing committee were Mesdames D. W. Allaman, Walter
Kidder, Henry Loy, A. H. Reeder, Earl Forrer and Miss Margaret
Burns. The responsibilities of the House committee were in charge
of Mesdames A. H. Reeder, Walter Kidder, D. W. Allaman, Ernest
Rauh, Misses Katherine Wright and Margaret Burns. Mr. J. W.
Downer is at present chairman of the committee. The financial
part of the work is managed by Dr. F. Dale Barker, Judge R. N.
Routzahn, and Messrs. Walter Kidder, Chas. W. Slagle, Jas. W.
Downer, H. E. Talbott, E. E, Burkhardt, and H. B. Canby. The
Publicity department was in the hands of Messrs. Sidney C. Eus-
worm, Howard Marston, Bert Klopfer, S. E. Kiser and Mr. Mc-
Donald.

The committee on Membership deserves special commendation,
as under its unceasing labor, the chapter grew to 26,000, bringing
in membership dues to the amount of $35,635.73, to which was later
added $2,940.20. The busy workers in this important field were
Mrs. Valentine Winters, and Messrs. E. E. Burkhardt and C. F.
Young.

Those in charge of Hospital Supplies were Mesdames George
Goodhue, Julia Carnell, Chas. Craighead, H. H. Waite, H. E. Tal-
bott, Ed. Rauh, Henry. Loy, Geo. H. Shaw, S. H. Carr, A. B. Brown,
A. H. Reeder, D. W. Allaman, Walter Kidder, and Misses Mar-
garet Burns, Susana Huffman and Katherine Kennedy. The com-
miteee superintending Red Cross instruction was composed of
Doctors A. H. Dunham, A. B. Brower, L. H. Cox, Mesdames L. W.
_James, W. H. Delscamp, Walter Phelps, Ernst Rauh, A. B. Brower;
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Misses Eleanor Hamilton, L. Cithone, Crete Zorn, E. Holt, and
Mr. Walter Phelps. The committee on Supplies for Fighting Men
included Messrs. W. D. Chamberlain, John Aull, John F. McMillan,
John McGee, E. E. Burkhardt, J. M. Guild, Stanley Krohn, R. T.
Johnson, Henry A. Stout, Chas. A. Carpenter, Doctors E. E. Baber,
H. H. Hatcher, E. R. Arn, the Reverend Geo. Bunton, and Judges
B. F. McCann and W. A. Budroe. Those in charge of the Civilian
Relief work, in the year 1917, were Doctors F. Dale Barker, F. C.
Rounds; Messrs. J. C. Haswell, John Patterson, Frank Wuichet, H.
B. Canby, Chas. W. Slagle, F. J. Ach, Houston Lowe, George
Burba; Reverends Bernard O’Reilly, and F. N. Lynch; Mrs. H. E.
Gorman, Mrs. Valentine Winters, Misses Elizabeth Doren, Minnie
Conover, and Katherine Wright. The present committee on Civilian
Relief is made up of the following persons: Messrs. J. C. Haswell,
F. J. McCormack, Bert Klopfer, Louis Ruthenberg, John Shee,
Frank Wuichet, C. D. Hoffman, Nelson Talbott, Rowland McKee,
Rabbi David Lefkovitz, the Reverend W. T. Mabon, Col. R. L.
Hubler, Doctors B. D. Thresher, Webster Smith, Mesdames Geo.
Shaw Greene, E. O. Waymire, H. B. Canby, Morris Pereles, W. D.
Huber, S. S. Troop, Frank Canby, T. A. McCann, and Miss Anna
Chapman. As in all chapters of the Red Cross organization,
the knitting brigade of the Montgomery chapter was on valiant
duty both by day and by night. The click of knitting needles was
heard in all places and at all times. In church, in street cars, on the
trains, at concerts, at every kind of social functions the gray and
khaki colored yarns were tashioned into sweaters, helmets, wrist-
lets, every conceivable garment that it was possible to shape came
forth from the steel and wooden needles for the comfort of the
“boys” so dear to every true American woman’s heart. Yarn to
the amount of 8,658 pounds was given out by the committee of the
Knitting Department of the Montgomery Red Cross chapter; of
this material were completed up to May 1, 1919, 18,949 articles.
Those in charge of this most important work were Miss Bessie For-
man, Miss Virginia Blakeney, in charge of inspection; Mrs. Earl
Forrer, in charge of shipping, and Mrs. Craighead.

The educational branch of Red Cross work was, perchance, the
most important of all its subdivisions, as it pertained entirely to
the relieving of all physical ills. Instruction in this department was
given gratuitously by leading surgeons and physicians of the county,
and also by nurses belonging to the staff of city hospitals. In
Home Nursing, ten classes finished the course, eighty-six women
received diplomas, and two classes are now under instruction. In
First Aid education there were five classes, seventy-six women
were given diplomas, and at present two classes are acquiring this
most valuable knowledge. There was one class in Dietetics, and
diplomas were handed to twenty-four women. Seven classes were
taught the art of making surgical dressings, and one hundred and
thirty-six women received di&lomas of efficiency. Their skill and
proficiency was attested by 39,984 pads; 43,465 bandages; 138,868

uze strips; 161,959 compresses; 4,696 gauze bandages and rolls:
59,364 sponges and wipes; 410 heel rings; 22,310 line packets; 450
pneumonia jackets. Miscellaneous articles made and contributed
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by the chapter comprised 1,001 Christmas kits; 21,933 hospital
garments; Hospital supplies, 34,551; Shot bags, 10,439; Property
bags, 1,072; Refugee garments, 17,786

Right here may be told the efficiency of the chapter in its
benevolent work during the three visitations of the dread influenza
to the city of Dayton. Its wide-awake realization to the needs of
the thousands of sufferers, from the many times fatal disease, was
evinced in calling for a registry of women who would go as nurses
to the many homes needing them; the women were registered re-
gardless of whether or not they had been under scientific training in
the gentle art of caring for the sick. Urgency compelled. Forty
women registered, If the family requiring assistance was not
financially able to meet the expense of a nurse, it was liquidated by
the chapter, and $529.52 was paid by the chapter in this Christian
kindness. That the need for help was great, is fully attested by the
fact that one nurse, during the winter, had 513 cases in her care.  _

One of the most useful and comforting departments of Red
Cross work, was its Bureau of Communication, through which resi-
dents in America were enabled to send letters to friends and rela-
tives in the belligerent countries, and receive from them intelligence
concerning their welfare. In the month of July, 1918, Mrs. Mathes,
the present devoted and untiring secretary of the Red Cross chap-
ter in Montgomery county, received governmental authority to
handle correspondence with the Central Powers for people resid-
ing in Montgomery county, and up to June 1, 1919, three hundred
letters were written and_sent by her to persons living in Ger-
many, Turkey, Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria, Russia, and other
countries with which Government interdiction had been laid as to
epistolary communication. Mrs. Mathes also enjoyed the hap-
piness of receiving over three hundred letters from foreign lands
and delivering them to anxious friends and relatives in Mont-
gomery county. This Bureau was abolished July, 1919.

There were several calls from Red Cross headquarters for old
clothing. In the quota for the first drive, thirty tons were asked of
the Dayton chapter; eighty tons were collected. In the month of
‘March, 1919, Dayton chapter was given a quota of fifteen tons; it
went “over the top” to the merry tune of seventy-two tons. The
first drive was in charge of Mr. C. Fred Young; Mr. J. Elliott
Peirce acting as chairman in the drive of March, 1919.

Every avenue possible for adding funds to the treasury of the
Dayton chapter was embraced by its indefatigable workers, and in
May, 1917, a Red Cross shop was opened at headquarters, where
bric-a-brac, old clothing, etc., were offered for sale. Appreciating
the humane object for which the shop was opened, buyers were
numerous and purses freely opened. The venture paid in every
sense of the word. Up to its time of closing, January 13, 1919, the
receipts amounted to $8,467.03, of which amount $2,578.39 were ex-
pended in needed channels, which included equipment of twelve
nurses at Wright Field, and $100.00 sent to the making of a “Merry
Christmas” for children in France. The closing of the war naturally
lessened Red Cross activities over seas, but the Dayton chapter is
finding much necessary work near at hand, and most splendidly
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and sympathetically is it meeting its benevolent calls. In its Home
Service work, of which Mr. J. C. Haswell is chairman, and Mrs.
Gertrude McCluer is secretary, there are ten workers employed and
five volunteers enrolled. The establishment of a canteen for the
comfort and welfare of returned soldiers appealed strongly to the
members of the chapter, and on March 28, 1919, at the Pennsyl-
vania railroad station, the work was begun under the efficient
management of Miss Cora Adamson and Miss Huffman, assisted by
volunteer workers. The report of June 10, which includes the
time from the establishment of the canteen on March 28, shows a
kindly service to 4,190 returned “boys” at a cost of $1,049.54. The
work of the Dayton chapter in this line has been so ably done, that
its continuation is desired by the National Headquarters of the
Red Cross at Washington, D. C.

The Junior Red Cross is recognized as the American Red Cross
of the future. This department of the great philanthropic work of
the American Red Cross was organized in the month of Septem-
ber, 1917, to fill the demand of thousands of school children who
desired to be factors in the humane activities of the war. Their
young hearts beat in sympathy with the suffering children of Bel-
gium and France, who were dying from hunger and exposure by
thousands, and a large per cent of their membership dues and con-
tributions will be turned into the National fund for needy, im-
poverished children abroad.

Those superintending the work of the Junior Red Cross branch
of the Dayton chapter are: Mr. J. Elliott Peirce, chairman; Mr.
James W. Dorner, vice-chairman; Mrs. W. W. Sunderland, secre-
tary; Mr. Chas. W. Slagle, treasurer; Mr. Frank Miller, super-
intendent Dayton public schools; and Mr. A. A, Maysilles, super-
intendent Montgomery county schools, The young people of Dayton
have done large things for the noble cause of the Red Cross. Their
busy fingers have contributed hundreds of exquisitely made gar-
ments for the childish refugees of northern France and Belgium.
Also the sick and wounded soldiers in foreign hospitals were made
recipients by them of 50 pairs of bed socks, 328 pairs of drawers,
300 property bags, and 150 handkerchiefs. Hundreds upon hundreds
of magazines were collected through their efforts for the hospitals
at two local fields. Boys in the manual training department made
200 splints, 200 bedside tables, 25 tableware chests, 25 folding bread
boards, and 25 plain bread boards.

To the Juniors is due the major credit for the amazing quantity
of clothing turned at the close of the Old Clothing drives in Sep-
tember, 1918, and March, 1919, The last drive especially called
forth their interest and exertipn. Tremendous bundles of wearing
apparel weighed down the young arms as they were carried to the
supply depots. The report of the chapter shows that “one school
of 1,105 pupils marched with carts and baby buggies heavily loaded,
and each child in the entire parade carried no less than ten pounds
of clothing.” When a call came from higher authority for 30,000
pieces of linen for overseas hospitals, 9,000 pieces were collected by
the Juniors of Dayton chapter. It may be inserted here, as a matter
of just credit to the Dayton chapter, that in the March drive for
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old clothing, that Dayton’s collection surpassed that of any other
city in the Lake Division, which includes the three states, Ohio,
Indiana, and Kentucky. The largest amount collected elsewhere
was 25,000 pounds; Dayton led with 144,000 pounds, thanks to
the Juniors of the Chapter.

In support of the relief work among children over seas, the
peace program formulated for the Junior Red Cross, contemplates
the raising of $1,000,000 by January 1, 1920; half of this fund was to
be available for use by July 1, 1919. In the Dayton treasury, as re-
sult of the Christmas Roll Call drive was $2,940.25 standing to the
credit of the Juniors; of this amount, $1,438.93 was handed over
by July 1, 1919, to the National Children’s Fund.

The knowledge that the women of Dayton were enlisting heart
and soul in the magnificent activities of Red Cross work, enthused
the women of the various townships with a desire to assist, not only
in caring for the noble lads who, under the Stars and Stripes were
carrying spiritual, moral, and physical aid to distressed Belgium
and France, but were helping to feed and clothe the thousands of
impoverished, destitute women and children of those devastated
countries. The Dayton Chapter of the Red Cross was set in opera-
tion as an organization in the month of April, 1917, and on the four-
teenth day of the ensuing August nine auxiliary township branches
were formed, viz: Centerville, Farmersville, Brookville, Vandalia,
Germantown, West Carrollton, Trotwood, Miamisburg, New Leb-
anon, and Johnsville. The Jefferson township branch was not or-
ganized until the month of April, 1918.

The work accomplished by these patriotic, devoted workers
was marvelous in quantity, and was done outside of the many home
duties that were necessary to be discharged for the comfort and
well-being of each household represented by every individual mem-
ber of the organization. The sweeping, dusting, churning, milking,
mending, baking, cooking, dish-washing, the thousand and one
things that custom and tradition have relegated to women’s domain
could not be omitted; every article made meant closer economy
of time, surrender of hours generally set aside for relaxation or
personal pleasure. The favorite magazine remained unopened and
uncut, while busy fingers clicked the long steel or wooden needles
as they wove helmets, socks, sweaters, scarfs and wristers out of
the homely gray or khaki colored yarn for “the soldiers” to wear as
defense against the damp and cold of the trenches; day after day,
scissors seemed to move almost automatically as they shaped
dresses, aprons, underwear and garments of every description,
which untiring hands at humming sewing-machines hastened to
make ready for the needy, heart-crushed women and children “over
seas.” Friendly, neighborhood gossip gave way to interest in the
great common good represented by the Red Cross work. It can be
truthfully said that never has America drawn so near to a true un-
derstanding of the lesson of Love taught by the Cross of Calvary,
as it has during the recent World War. For it was truly a World
Conflict. A contest not bound by territorial limitations. World-
happiness, World-freedom, World-liberty, in the true sense of the
word, were at stake, and it brought out and developed a World-
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sympathy, a World-self-denial, a World-sacrifice almost sublime
in its greatness and intensity. Many were the organizations for
help and succor in all directions that sent their representatives to
the countries afflicted and desolated by the cruel rapacity of the
horde of Huns, but in eager desire to alleviate pain and suffering, to
comfort and relieve, to encourage and strengthen, none surpassed
iéx devotion the men and women whose sole insignia was a Red
TOSS.

Each township branch of the Dayton Chapter of the Red Cross
was strictly on duty until July, 1919, when the great demand for
supplies to the army ceased, as the boys were being rapidly brought
home to America. But it is but just to the workers and their work,
that a public record should be kept of their efficient officers and the
work done by each unit. As has been stated, the organization of
every township branch took place in August, 1917, with one excep-
tion, that of Jefferson township, which was not effected until eight
months later, and was under the official management of Mr. F.
Whittier, president; Mr. J. E. Mittman, vice-president; Mr. S. J.
Olwise, secretary; Miss Blanche Christy, treasurer. One hundred
and fifty-nine sewed and knitted articles stand for the work accom-
plished by this unit. The presidential obligations of the Vandalia
branch devolved upon Mr. A. L. Reeder, ably assisted by Mr.
Ralph Demmitt as secretary and Mrs. Almira Rankin, treasurer.
Completed articles to the number of 364 were the result, of the labor
of this band of earnest women. Under the capable leadership of
the Reverend B. J. Robers, pastor of the Catholic church of Miamis-
burg, the Red Cross society of that thriving center of industry, de-
livered at Dayton headquarters 1,812 articles for the physical com-
fort of the strangers without the gates—not within. The Reverend
Robers had the efficient help, in his never faltering zeal, of Mr.
Edward Peiffer as treasurer and Miss Florence Bell, secretary. The
Brookville branch worked under the very capable official manage-
ment of Mr. C. L. McNelly, president; Mr. A. L. Boice, secretary;
and Mr. O. M. Carmony, treasurer. The department of Women’s
Work was in charge of Mrs. Samuel Spitler. To the Brookville
unit must be awarded the banner for patriotic enthusiasm, as it not
only has a list of 2,398 garments to its credit, but on September 9,
1918, it endowed two beds in the Red Cross Military Hospital, No.
1, at Neuilly, near Paris.

The Red Cross branch at Centerville has an almost parallel list
of devoted achievement. Not large in numbers, no band of workers
in Montgomery county labored more assiduously, more unweary-
ingly, than the women of Centerville, and the unit may well be
proud of a memorandum of 2,403 sewed and knitted garments kept
in the Red Cross archives of Dayton headquarters. Its official roster
gives the names of the Reverend R. C. Moon, Mrs. Della Pine
Himes, Mrs. Lane Salter, and Mr. W. S. Griest, as respectively
president, vice-president, secretary and treasurer.

The Red Cross branch at Germantown elected as governing
body, Mr. True Houser, president; Mrs. True Houser, secretary;
and Mr. Edward Rettick, treasurer. Its generous contribution of
labor is recorded as 1,680 articles of wearing apparel. The Red



60 MEMOIRS OF THE MIAMI VALLEY

Cross unit at Trotwood worked under Mr. M, W. Mumma, presi-
dent; Miss Katherine Weybright, secretary; and Mr. A. W. Gump,
treasurer. 912 knitted and sewed articles was the donation of
labor of the Trotwood branch. West Carrollton women were
busy workers undegs the administration of Mr. C. W. Plessinger,
president; Miss Anna VanDorne, secretary, and Mr. J. B. Willis,
treasurer. This unit was thankfully credited with 366 contribu-
tions at Dayton headquarters.

The women of New Lebanon and Johnsville united in their
patriotic efforts for humanity, and their busy hands fashioned 556
sewed and knitted garments. The officers of the organization were:
Mr. F. J. Weaver, president; Mr. C. E. Wehrly, treasurer; and Mr.
E. H. Hoffman, secretary. Last, but not least by far, on the list of
Red Cross organizations in the townships of Montgomery county, is
the Farmersville unit, which did splendid work under the official
guidance of Mr. Charles C. Fabing, president, and his wife, who held
the responsible places of both secretary and treasurer. To Mrs. C.
W. Holtzmuller fell the onerous duties of chairman of the Women’s
Work, and rest was an unknown term to her when facing Red Cross
duties. This branch sent in to the shipping point, 1,437 products
of their sewing and knitting. The total number of sewed and
knitted garments made and contributed by the united work of the
Montgomery townships amounted to 9,684, a handsome show-
ing. ,

The men of the various townships, though they left the needles,
both sewing and knitting, to gentle hands more accustomed to their
use, were by no means indifferent to the great, humane cause. Most
generously were their pocket-books opened to supply the financial
demands necessarily and almost constantly made upon them for
funds requisite to carry on the splendid work. And the Red Cross
activities in the townships of Montgomery county, is one of the
brightest pages in the War Work of the great Miami valley.

The Conservancy Plan for Flood Protection

The great flood. The Miami valley has always been subject
to inundation. The first terrifying experience of this kind that
was suffered by the inhabitants of the valley occurred in 1805,
when Dayton had been settled less than ten years. The combined
currents of Mad river and the Miami sweeping against the bank at
the head of St. Clair street, tore across the territory between the
mouth of Mad river and the Fairground hill, making a channel from
ten to fifteen feet deep.* At the corner of Third and Main the water
was eight feet deep and there were but two spots of dry land in the
whole town area. It was seriously urged to abandon the present site
and make a new plat on the higher ground to the east. The plan was
defeated and Dayton stayed where she was meant to be, on the
ground floor of the valley.

. But something had to be done to safeguard the property and the
lives of the citizens; that something succeeded in being a levee.

* See John Van Cleve’s account in R. W. Steele’s History of Dayton.
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First the river bank at the head of Jefferson street was built up eight
feet and continued down the curve of the river west and south. The
work was done by Silas Broadwell, whose renumeration consisted of
some lots presented to him by D. C. Cooper, that early and efficient
benefactor of Dayton. In 1814 the three rivers again burst their
bounds under the impetus of spring rains and destroyed the levee
which had been constructed with so much faith following the flood
of 1805. Small efforts at patching up the banks and strengthening
the levees were made only to meet the same fate in 1828, in 1832,
and again in 1847, The latter was the most destructive of all and has
been described by M. E. Curwen in a short history published in 1850
in the Dayton Directory. At this time the property loss exceeded
$5,000. His account closes with the optimistic statement that “A
levee was soon after constructed which will completely secure the
lower parts of town from any such catastrophe in the future.” If
the Daytonians put confidence in that fact it was rudely dispelled by
what happened in 1866 when after three days of rainstorms the levee
gave way in the eastern part of town, the water rushing through the
streets, cutting off people from their homes, driving the dwellers in
the lower districts to the roofs of their small houses and washing
down the valley thousands and thousands of dollars worth of prop-
erty and merchandise. The only record of rainfall that was made at
the time was taken in Urbana, being 15.88 inches, the highest in
forty-three years. All railway communication was cut off and the
losses to public and private property were estimated at $250,000.
The water at that time was four feet deep in the principal streets and
one foot deep on the floor of the Beckel house at Third and Jeffer-
son. After this flood efforts were made to increase the waterway of
the river by adding a span to both the Main street and the Third
street bridges.

In lSB%etsile same story was repeated ; on February 3,4, and 5 of
that year the rains brought the danger mark up almost to those of
1847 and 1866, carrying out bridges and breaking huge crevices in
the levees. Wolf creek outdid all its previous efforts; at Piqua and
Tippecanoe the Miami was higher than at any time since 1866. The
levee at Dayton which had been rebuilt in 1812 by the soldiers sta-
tioned here at the time of the war, and paid for out of the pockets of
D. C. Cooper, had seen many vicissitudes: it had been added to as
occasion demanded after each of the described catastrophes. But
the whole effort was a mere makeshift and the people of the valley
were beginning to find it out. What good was dredging the channel
when every succeeding freshet brought down the gravel and filled it
up again? Of what use strengthening levees when the pressure
changed with the changing channel? Dayton’s peculiar position at
the confluence of two spasmodically uncontrollable streams and with
lowlands lying beyond to attract the flow, made her the constant
victim of such circumstances, while the towns in the upper and lower
reaches of the valley were scarcely more fortunate. It was clearly a
situation which demanded new treatment. What this treatment
should be nobody knew, and so the situation resolved itself into
periodical patchings up of the levees and intermittent argument as to
what ought to be done about it. Then came the great flood of 1913.
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This was a disaster which had two aspects; it cost the communities
which experienced it the most appalling losses that the valley had
ever sustained, but it gave the needed impetus for permanent and
adequate flood protection for all future years.

It was high time. Not only from the big floods but from the
smaller ones was the valley suffering. A rise which carried away
no bridges and broke no levees was still destructive of soil in a way
that meant thousands of dollars to the Miami valley farmers. As
the development of the valley progressed from year to year so the
losses from floods grew greater. Therefore the flood of 1913 may be
considered, in a way, a blessing in disguise. During the latter half
of March rain came in torrential quantity for four days in succession.
It came at the end of the winter season when the ground was satu-
rated and evaporation slow. At Dayton, Troy and Piqua the pre-
cipitation was about three inches, increasing to five inches at Rich-
mond, Indiana, and decreasing to two inches at other points in the
district. Toward evening of Monday, the 24th, the water had
reached flood tide and in all the cities up and down the valley the
people were watching the sullen flow of waters with apprehension.
At Troy the river reached flood stage at ten o’clock that night, but at
Dayton the same degree had been so often attained that no particular
alarm was felt. The Columbus Weather Bureau sent out warning
telegrams to the cities along the river to close the flood gates of the
sewers and at Dayton the local weather bureau called up by tele-
phone the people in the lower parts of the city to warn them that
the high water might cause them inconvenience. The upper reaches
of the valley felt the frightful impact first. The Troy and Piqua
people were out of bed all night watching the inexorable current en-
croach on the land.

While these things were happening at Troy and Piqua the
peogle of Dayton were comfortably asleep, no inkling having come
to them of what was to happen. If word could have been sent down
the valley the loss to life and property might have been much less,
but the helplessness of everyone in the sudden catastrophe has been
told often. At midnight the gauge on the wall at Main street bridge
showed at fifteen feet, less than a fifth as much as was flowing
through the channel twelve hours later. At half past five the river
channel was carrying a hundred thousand feet per second but still
less than had occurred in other floods. Water was backing up in the
streets of Riverdale and in First and Second and Third streets in the
center of town. By half past six some people had to be taken from
their homes in Riverdale, but as yet the citizens of the safe (?) side
of the river were unalarmed. At 7:30 the whistles announced
that a break had occurred, but no impression was made on the minds
of many who heard them, for in other floods the whistles had meant
only that the lower streets in the southern part of the city were sub-
merged and it was not thought possible that disaster threatened the
center of the city. The water first came over the edge of the bank at
Jefferson street, then at the head of Main street, after which it
was a short story until the resistless current was tearing holes in
the bank, sweeping over the top, grinding down all obstacles and
sweeping, with a roar that could be heard within shut-up houses,



THE STORY OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY 63

down into the residence and business section carrying destruction in
its wake.

The direction of the current was a double one. It swept first
south on the streets running in that direction, then west as the slope
of the ground led it, and the two currents meeting at each street
crossing piled themselves in a combing wave which broke on the
southwest corners with a force resembling the rapids of Niagara. In
a short few minutes the yellow flood had poured into stores, ruining
stock worth hundreds of thousands of dollars; into fine residences,
flling family rooms with indescribable filth; into churches and
public buildings, carrying ruin and horror to every corner. The
lower streets suffered the most grievous losses both of property and
lives. Whole blocks of buildings were carried down stream. People
who tried to save themselves by climbing from one roof to another
were swept away by the force of the current; horses caught in the
water swam helplessly around unable to find footing, and people
who remained in safety in staunch houses were so fascinated by the
sight that they remained at their windows while their own property
was ruined beyond redemption.

The debris from washed out factories and stores began to pile up
at corners. Grand pianos and pig-pens, street cars and sheds, bales
of rags and mannequins in full dress from the smashed display win-
dows of the department stores; dead animals, hay-stacks, lumber,
furniture, overturned wagons—flotsam and jetsam of every imagin-
able variety piled itself on porches, through open doors of houses or
swept by to meet more of the same kind in the main current of the
river beyond the city. All the ordinary city noises were stilled and
there remained nothing but the remorseless roar of the current and
the crashing blows when some large object hit an obstacle and went
to pieces. ,

The story of the rescue work done in that emergency would
make a volume by itself. Then was seen the value of the experience
in organization for which Dayton is justly famed. With a new and
sudden situation on their hands the citizens met it with firmness and
capacity. Those whose homes were out of the flooded area, in Day-
ton View, Oakwood and the East End, hastened to call their neigh-
bors together in a schoolhouse or church room, there to take imme-
diate measure for relief. At the National Cash Register factory the
force were instructed by the president to cease making their ordinary
product and make boats instead. Every six minutes in the shops a
solid flat-bottomed scow was turned out and immediately launched
on the Fairground hill where the street met the edge of the flood.
All day Tuesday these boats carried supplies to imprisoned people or
took refugees back to the factory, where by night nearly two thou-
sand men, women and children were sheltered, warmed and fed.

In Dayton View the rooms and halls of the Longfellow school
were packed with refugees that had been brought in boats from the
low-lying streets along Wolf creek. Five hundred were fed there
three times a day for two weeks. Private homes were packed to
capacity with the dwellers in central Dayton whose own homes were
six feet deep in water. People divided all they had with those who
were less fortunate. Men and boys worked fifteen hours a day res-
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cuing sufferers from submerged houses. It was a time which
brought out all the good (and some of the bad) there was in human
nature. A few attempts at profiteering were promptly dealt with.
Until noon on Tuesday the water rose very rapidly, but from that
time until the crest of the flood was reached at midnight the rise was
very slow. Personal stories of experience of those dreadful hours
make thrilling reading.

Wednesday night the sky was illumined by the light of burning
buildings which had taken fire from broken gas piges or spilled gaso-
line. Nothing could be done by the submerged fire department, so
the flames increased and the imprisoned citizens felt that if they were
spared the fate of drowning theirs might be the worse one of being
burned to death. Two nearly entire blocks of business houses on
Third street and numerous dwellings in other parts of town were
consumed, while the boiling current stopped the destruction only
when it reached the first floors. At daybreak Thursday morning
the water had receded on Main street as far as Second, leaving the
asphalt rolled up like huge bales of carpet and the street strewn with
indescribable wreckage.

As enough dry land appeared to walk upon, the city was put
under immediate martial law under Brigadier-General George H.
Wood, whose report to Governor Cox gives a clear impression of the
conditions at that time. Colonel J. H. Patterson was put in control
of the southern part of the city and Mayor Phillips, Colonel Frank T.
Huffman, Adam Schantz and John R. Flotron of other localities and
together they brought order out of chaos. Thursday afternoon four
men of Company A, 4th Ohio Infantry, appeared to assist in the
reorganization and with this small force and whatever civilians
could be mustered General Wood put the city under martial law and
began the work of guarding the banks and stores.

On Friday seventeen men from the 3d Ohio were able to get
through to the assistance of Dayton in her extremity. Afterward
members of seven other Ohio regiments, a company of Signal Corps,
an ambulance company, a field hospital company and a ships com-
pany were added to the military force directing the work of guard
and salvage. The Pennsylvania railroad sent a completely equipped
work train with sixty-five mechanics, picked men, to aid in the work.
There was need enough for all; Dayton was in darkness, all light,
sewer and fire service destroyed, transportation ruined, the people
helpless with suffering and fright. On Saturday, March 29, Secre-
tary of War Garrison and Major General Leonard Wood visited
Dayton to view the scene of one of the greatest catastrophes in the
history of the nation. The work of rehabilitation proceeded with
amazing rapidity considering the nature of the obstacles. A rigorous
curfew was maintained, the streets were patrolled, public utilities
were put in order as fast as possible. Nearly the entire population of
Dayton had to be maintained on a relief basis, the inundated areas
had to be promptly cleansed to insure the preservation of the public
health, a system of salvage instituted, railroad operation to be re-
newed, dead horses to be disposed of and the streets cleared of rub-
bish so that traffic could be resumed. The whole makes an extraor-
dinary story of human intelligence, industry and perseverance.
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Martial law continued in Dayton for about a month, at the end of
which time the city was turned over once more to the control of the
civil authorities.

In the report of George H. Wood, brigadier-general command-
ing Dayton military district, he pays this tribute to the work of the
Ohio National Guard: ‘“The work done by the National Guard in
the City of Dayton was of a high character. * * * They came to a
city crushed down, submerged and dark, with the civil government
gone. They started the work of re-creation and they did it well.
Both officers and men alike under the most disagreeable and painful
surroundings were vigilant, watchful and cheerful. I wish to espe-
cially comment upon the patrolling done by the enlisted men. On
streets covered with debris, without a ray of light, on many nights in
drenching rain storms, they marched their posts, and many citizens
of Dayton have since told me that the step of the guards patrolling
the streets was the sweetest lullaby they ever heard.” The loss of
life during the flood can never be definitely known. About three
hundred and sixty bodies were recovered. Hundreds of persons dis-
appeared, their bodies probably being carried to the Ohio river or
buried in the shifting sand bars of the Miami. Thirty-two persons
were committed to the Dayton Hospital for the Insane, having lost
their reason through the terrible experiences of those fateful forty-
eight hours. Many old people who came unhurt through the days of
actual danger succumbed to pneumonia as a result of the fatigue and
discomforts of the cleaning-up time. The property loss is roughly
estimated for the entire valley at $66,000,000. Igundreds of buildings
were totally destroyed either by fire or by water and thousands se-
verely damaged. The loss of household articles of sentimental value,
such as books, pictures, keepsakes, musical instruments, papers,
which cannot be estimated in dollars, was heart-breaking. Furniture
fell to pieces at a touch; walls were soaked with the filth of the
sewage which penetrated them; gas mains and water pipes were
filled with mud; shade trees were uprooted or broken off; asphalt
paving was rolled up and destroyed, and telephone stations were
rendered useless. An inconceivable damage was done to farm lands,
being here stripped of their top soil and there imbedded under a
dozen feet of gravel. Bridges were washed away, so that even when
the waters had receded from the highways people were still impris-
oned on their farms.

Strange as it may seem the flood was not an entire disaster; it
had its compensations. A time like the week following the twenty-
fifth of March, 1913, teaches many lessons ; among them is a renewal
of the sense of solidarity in a community and the emphasis upon
common inter-dependence. People learn to know each other and
respect each other’s efforts. Men who risked their lives together
can always work together afterward. New points of view were
formed. The difference between essentials and non-essentials was
revealed. If the family were safe what was it that the furniture was
wrecked The flood shook up the Miami valley and pushed it into
new paths of progress.

is brings us to the story which the head of the chapter an-
nounces—the Conservancy Plan for Flood Protection. As people
-5
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shuddered in their attics during those frightful three days one
thought was uppermost in their minds—this must never happen
again. And when the campaign for flood protection was launched a
short two months after the disaster the slogan for action was, “Re-
mermber the promises made in the attic.” In raising the $2,000,000
flood prevention fund, which remarkable event was completed on
May twenty-fifth, Dayton recorded her inviolable decision that from
that time on the Miami river should, in the future, be held in check
ind the Miami valley safe for all time from another such disaster.
In raising this fund men of all ranks and pursuits and creeds worked
side by side; Christian and Jew, laborer and minister, saloon-keeper
and capitalist; nothing could have so obliterated class lines and
taught men mutual respect as that work. And they were success-
ful. The night the subscriptions were closed the committee sent the
following telegram to Governor Cox at Columbus: “We have for-
gotten that we lost $100,000,000 and are remembering only what we
have saved. We are building a bigger and a safer Dayton.” So that
telegram, that resolve and that fund were together the beginning of
the Conservancy Plan for the Miami valley.

The records of the great flood have been materially enriched by
the zontributions of two unofficial observers who made notes of the
rise and tail of the water on those two fated days. One of these was

“Mr. A. M. Kittredge, who while marooned in his residence at 217
North Ludlow street recorded the height of the water at half hour
intervals from noon on Tuesday until about 10 on Thursday morn-
ing; the other was Mr. Pickering at the Miami Commercial college,
who measured the advancing flood as it came step after step up the
stairway, and other witnesses have added their testimony to the
height to which the water rose. It will be noted that at Dayton the
rise from 2 p. m. on Tuesday until the crest, near midnight, was less
than a foot. Some records give the crest at 1:15 Wednesday morn-
ing, after which it fell a half an inch during the first hour and an inch
and a half the next hour. From that time on the fall was at that
average. .

The summary of losses from the flood of 1913 in the Miami val-
ley is as follows: Drowned: Piqua, 49; Troy, 16; Dayton and Har-
rison townships, 73 ; Clark county, 1; Franklin, 7; Butler county, 3;
Hamilton, 106p ; total, 255. Other loss of life: Troy, 3; Dayton and
Harrison township, 50; Hamilton, 51. Whole total, 361. Property
loss: Shelby county, including Sidney, $212,000; Piqua, $1,000,000;
Troy, $600,000; Miami county, $525,000; Covington, $50,000; Pleas-
ant Hill and West Milton, $3,000; Germantown and vicinity,
$50,000; Dayton, $46,000; Montgomery county, $700,000; Miamis-
burg, $1,225,000; Franklin and Warren counties, $380,000; Middle-
town, $1,100,000; Hamilton and Butler counties, $9,568,224; total,
$62,028,424. To which should be added the losses sustained by large
corporations, such as the Bell Telephone, $130,000; Home Telephone
company, $125,000; Western Union Telegraph, $24,000; Big Four
railroad, $1,250,000; Erie Railroad, $25,000; Cincinnati, Hamilton &
Dayton railroad, $1,000,000; Electric Traction lines, $2,000,000.
Grand total, $66,765,574.
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Personal Narratives of the Flood. No account of the great
flood would be complete that omitted the human experiences of that
appalling catastrophe. It came so suddenly that people who waked
at six o’clock in comfortable beds, with no thougﬁt of anything but
the usual commonplace day’s work ahead of them, were in a moment
thrust into scenes of terror, death and devastation.

In the southern part of town Mr. Saettel, an aged man of
seventy-five, was thrown by the concussion onto a floating roof in the
middle of Main street which was caught in a drift of the current so
that it was almost stationary. But it was anything but a safe refuge.
The current was at this time most violent, wreckage of all kinds
was hurled against the roof and horses frantic with fright were paw-
ing on it for a refuge. The terror and helplessness of the old man
were heart-breaking to witness. For an hour every effort possible
was made to reach him, but none were successful. As each mass
of driftwood struck the frail raft on which he was clinging, it took
away parts of it until there was not enough left to support his
weight, and in the horrified sight of his son and the neighbors his
grasp was loosened and he was carried down out of sight.

ven more tragic was the fate of a woman by the name of Mrs.
Schunck who was thrown from the same explosion and succeeded in
grasping the telephone wire as it hung above the current. Here,
with clothing torn from her, with lacerated hands and her face muti-
lated beyond recognition, she called and screamed for help until
those who heard her will never forget it to their dying day. One
attempt after another was made to reach her, but boats capsized as
soon as they were launched and planks went awry. She got a little
more secure hold on the telegraph post and clung there while she im-
plored people by name to come to her. No one afterward could say
just how long it lasted, perhaps half an hour, perhaps longer, but
the end was sure. Her arm muscles could not last forever and she
sank out of sight in the raging current. .
From the safe and warm security of the Miami Valley hospital
wards nurses and convalescent patients watched the terrible scenes
enacted below them on Apple street. For over an hour a woman
slid down from where she clung on the ridge pole of a house until
her feet were almost in the flood when with superhuman efforts she
would climb back, only to lose her grasp through weakness and cold
and repeat the effort. Not one thing could the hospital people do
but watch until the last time came when she could no more crawl
up and rolled exhausted from the roof.

Among those caught by the torrent were Mr. and Mrs. Osborne
and their four months’ old baby. With the water under them, the
fire before them and a crying, hungry baby, the parents took des-
perate measures. From the porch of a house to which they had fled
they climbed to the limbs of a tree and to the cross-bars of a tele-
phone pole. The baby was strapped in a sheet and hung at Mr.
Osborne’s back. It was at the point where Main street rises to the
Fairground hill and the ground was not far distant. During three
quarters of an hour this father and mother slowly hitched along the
wires, sitting on one and holding to a higher one, until they reached
the ground in a state of collapse. A child of fifteen followed the
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Osbornes in their perilous flight to safety and for four days after-

ward was completely demented from fright. All the refugees in this
art of town were taken immediately to the National Cash Register
actory, which had been converted into a temporary hospital.

Dr. Reeve’s Story. None among the Dayton victims of the
flood have left a more vivid picture of conditions during that catas-
trophe than Dr. Reeve, who at the time was eighty-seven years old
and lived with his wife, eighty-six, in a two-story brick dwelling on
the corner of Third and Wilkinson streets. The narrative was writ-
ten to his daughter, Charlotte Reeve Conover, who was in California
at the time. The original manuscript is on brown wrapping paper.
The current on this corner was very swift, but its force against the
house was broken by a section of boarding that had been swept
from the opposite corner where the Government building was in
process of construction. We will not spoil the doctor’s story by
mere quotations but give it in his own words.

“Wednesday, March 26th, 10:15, 1913.
“Dear Lottie:

“I am sitting at upper window, mother’s room. Outside a rag-
ing torrent pours down Wilkinson street, another mighty river down
Third street toward west. No human being in sight—no signs of
life. Below, in our yard on piles of wreckage a fine piano. Yester-
day I had got breakfast at the Arcade and brought some to mother.
Danger whistles had sounded before I was up, I supposed for break-
ing of levee; but I banked on the great flood of 66, when this house
stood high and dry with all around overflowed.

“Now it came so fast I had to hustle mother to the stairs. We
passed last night in total darkness (piece of candle two or three
inches long). As the water had fallen nearly four inches since last
night, I madc an effort to get my lamp from the back office.
Stripped and went down to the last step, up to my arm pits in the
cold water, but the room so full of floating furniture that I could not
make my way to it. All we have is some crackers, nuts and a few
apples. This morning some young men on the roof of the next house
gave us coffee. Mrs, S. J. P. could reach to them and they to us.
But we have no water, no light, no telephone connection, no cars, no
papers—nothing.

“It is a sea up to-the Callahan building. Two street cars stand
in front of the old Winters home, water just over the tops of their
windows. Inside our house water is over the mantels—all night in
the darkness the crashing of the wreckage outside, the creaking of
the pipes in the cellar, the banging of furniture floating down below
us—do you wonder I could not sleep? Pitiful to see the horses
swimming for their lives; no foothold for them. I saw four yester-
day and now one has just struggled along and been swept down
Third street.

“3 p.m. Five hours. Water evidently falling. Yesterday at 3

reached highest, djusl: cleared globes of electric light. Was there
when night closed. Now two-thirds of post visible. .
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“Still two currents rage and swirl along, one from north Wilkin-
son the other from east Third, joining forces here. They have swept
a long section of board fence and placed it right across this corner,
so shielding the corner of the house, sending one current down West
Third and the other down South Wilkinson. But for this I don’t
think I should be writing this now. I dined on a hard-boiled eggand -
two crackers; mother on soft-boiled egg and a little of the coffee—
black, no sugar, no milk—neither attractive nor appetizing. We
glory in our fire, and just think what a find! a teakettle full of rain-
water on bathroom stove. Now we can drink!” [This kettle was for
purposes of rendering the air of the room moist and was the wash-
ings of a roof always black with soot and not meant at all for drink-
ing! Ed.] “You have to get down to bed rock to appreciate such a
find as that. I have lain down a good deal—slept none but am very
tired. I will sleep better tonight; the noises have all stopped and I
can close my eyes with the firm assurance that the house will be
standing in the morning. _

“Two men in a boat have passed several times but did not ap-

ear anxious to find out if we wanted anything. It rains by times
just to make it more cheerful! Your mother is a wonderful woman
—not a word of complaint or fear has she uttered, not even one of

an.xietsy.

“5S p.m. As if one calamity were not enough, for half an hour 1
have been watching the flames of a fire, the highest flames I ever
saw. A man in a canoe says it is east of the Beckel house. Where
will it stop? Night is falling. Good-night.

“Thursday, 9 a. m. Went to bed saddened by beating rain
against windows, by glare of light from flames up Third street. Also
by the fact that we had lost our comforter—natural gas would burn
no more. Had a long, sound, refreshing sleep ; wakened in night by
light streaming in—rushed to look up stream to see fire blazing up,
great tongues of flame. The whole block must be burning. That
was 3:15. Another good sleep, wake at six—driving snow over all—
everywhere where snow could rest, white. Qutside water moving
sluggishly now. Top of fence just visible. No sign of life—all deso-
lation and ruin. I know the meaning of the words now! The Tay-
lors next door called us—did we want anything? Yes, coffee. They
made us a pot and by long reaching both sides we can just get to
each other. They sent sandwiches too, which we cannot eat and I
do not want. I had a cup of coffee, then a raw egg beaten up with
whiskey (of which I have plenty thanks to J. A. McM.).

“Next for a fire. Got with difficulty some of the bricks out
which block the chimney used for gas, broke up paper boxes. Oh, if
I had a hatchet or axe; there are plenty of book shelves handy, fuel

lenty, but efforts to break or pull it apart show me how feeble I am.
f just had to lie down. ‘

“9:30 a. m. Sitting here at window saw rapidly coming down
East Third street a boat, man and woman in stern saluting with
hands; window hard to get up. Just had time to hear the shout:
‘Mr. and Mrs. Penfield” He called, ‘Do you want anything? I said,
‘Not much,’ and they were gone. Now they live a few squares from
Mary. I hope they will give her word. Evidently they were in the
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doctor’s office downtown imprisoned, and just getting home. Our
other neighbor Patterson (S. J.) is at his office, his wife shut up here
at the house. I have drunk a little more coffee, but mouth and
throat are dry—I cannot eat. Next!

“11:30 a. m. Sky cleared, sun shining. Can see our yard where
uncovered by wreckage. Water all out of front room but several
inches of slime prevent my going to foot of stairs. Furniture all
piled in heaps in front and toward bay window. Down office stairs,
back office not yet clear of water. Furniture piled in heaps. Think
by night I can get a lamp. Boats pass often now, have brought food
formenin Y. W. C. A.

“4:45 Thursday. Things.clearing up. Skies brighter, sunshine
sometimes. Two offers to take us to Dayton View, one by boat from
Dr. Henry, one from Red Cross. Mother refused to go.

“Men walking on tracks ; water just to ankles. Inspecting track,
I suppose. We have done well enough for food. The Taylors sent
in big pieces of bologna, fresh bread and coffee. Mother can eat
nothing. What I want most is milk for her. At four I stripped and
went to the lower regions, the office below ; there is a shorter word
forit! Got the lamp, but coal-oil can disappeared ; got hatchet, have
cut up some bed slats and have more, so fuel is provided for. All
floor below, everything covered with mud, slime—so sticky can
hardly get feet out of it. Such a sight! Furniture overturned—
piled in heaps.

“Dr. Huston in Red Cross offered to take us to Dayton View.
Mother refused to go. He promised to get word to Mary.

“Friday, third day. Night passed. Fourth day dawned. My
toilet to rub face with wet end o}) towel. Great disappointment last
night. Lamp that I made such a perilous trip to get would not burn.
Could not sleep; thoughts of this disaster on us and on others all
over the city kept me wake hours. This morning shows streets and
sidewalks are clear of water, and have talked with friends who pass.
A man from next door got into us by ladder from roof to window;
he has knocked book-shelves up for fuel. Dr. Evans has brought
from depot a bucket of coal, so we are well off. Mrs. Patterson has
given bouillon cubes and we now have evaporated milk, but mother
will not take it.

“I have been downstairs—no imagination can depict the ruin,
the wreck! Sticky mud pulls rubbers off my feet. Piano over-
turned—everything upset. Sun shining now—glorious! I made the
trip down to get water and when I got back dropped on floor from
" weakness and la{ a good while before I could get up.

“Streets full of people; am told that the city is under martial
law ; see lots of badges on the streets. Mother keeps about on her
feet. How she lives I cannot imagine—she eats so little.

“Saturday, 10 a. m. Soon after I wrote last Robert came with
wagon to take us to Dayton View. I got downstairs without help
but had to be lifted into wagon. Dr. Henry fortunately came at the
same time and he carried mother down and over the slimy and slip-
pery steps. We rode, my head in one young woman’s lap, mother’s
in another. Water still too deep in places for carriage. O, the
luxury of washing face and neck and of drinking hot milk! Dayton
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View is one huge relief station. Our rescue came none too soon. I
feel certain that we could not have got through another night. I
have now for memory the recollections of a great calamity, second
perhaps to the Titanic but to none other.

“With love to all, “Father.”

The Bell Telephone Story. In a time of stress and danger the
telephone is the first source of help and comfort. And so the
stricken and bewildered citizens of Dayton went first to the tele-
phone to find out how widespread the flood was and where they
could reach their friends. Mr. E. T. Herbig, the traffic chief of
the Bell exchanges, had orders out to his operators to keep him
advised of anything out of the ordinary that might occur. All
night long calls from up and down the valley proved that we were
on the edge of vital disaster. Mr. Herbig reached the office in
response to call at a little before four in the morning. Already
frantic inquiries were coming in about the state of the levees in
North Dayton and Riverdale, and by six o’clock the water filling
slowly up Ludlow street was visible proof that the rumors had
good foundation. When it began to come in to the basement of
the telephone exchange where the batteries are located it was
imperative to shut off the current. Up to 9:30 the girls at the
switch-board answered thousands of questions and made as many
connections, but at that hour the main fuse was removed as a pre-
caution against fire and telephone connections all over the city were
severed.

There were twenty girls and fourteen men trapped in the
building, surrounded on every side by water, and as the day waned
the food situation grew imperative. About four o’clock a cord was
thrown across to the Y. M. C. A. and a basket with forty sandwiches
was pulled slowly across to the hungry people in the exchange. One
a piece was no excessive apportionment, but.it was all they had that
day. The next morning twelve feet of water kept the force still in
grison and still hungry, as the Y. M. C. A. signaled that they were

ousing three hundred people and had no more to spare. From the
windows on Ludlow street the party watched the flood carrying on
its surface houses, fences, dummies in party dress from Rikes show
windows, dead horses and some that ought to have been, grand
pianos and hay, and in their interest over the greatest show they had
ever seen tried to forget how hungry they were.

All this time Mr. Bell kept in constant communication with
Governor Cox. From the roof they could see the fires east on Jef-
ferson spreading toward the west. With a fierce wind blowing it
seemed only too certain that the next twenty hours might see the
end of all that part of Dayton. On Thursday morning the need for
food became too pressing to be ignored and two of the men volun-
teered to strike out and try what they could do toward finding some-
thing to eat. A case of grape fruit and some canned goods were the
result and from that time on in one way or another food was ob-
tained. Friday at noon the water had receded to such an extent that
all were able to reach their homes after three whole days and nights
of imprisonment.
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The Public Library force, having stayed until the last minute
and after, to save the books on the basement floor, were caught in
the same way and spent three cold nights sleeping on the museum
floor wrapped in Navajo blankets out of the Indian collection. An
attempt on the part of one of the men to go after food was not as
successful as that in the telephone exchange. He boarded a boat
which took him to Third street, where he procured some canned milk
and bread, and was bringing it back to the library when the boat
capsized against a tree, throwing the mariner and his supplies into
the water. The tree that wrecked him saved him, for he clung to its
branches and was rescued after five or six hours of exposure in wet
clothes and a bitter wind.

The experiences of Mr. Chas. W. Adams and his family make
a chapter that is almost beyond believing. He, his wife, twin
children, a boy and a girl less than a year old and his aged father,
lived in a cottage on Rung street, Riverdale. Being on low ground
and right in the runway of the old race, they took fright at the .
rapid rise of the water and quite early in the morning went to the
house of the Reverend W. O. Fries, an uncle of Mrs. Adams, on
Warder street. As the day wore on the house became completely
surrounded with water and feeling that the babies needed better
accommodations decided to attempt to go by boat to the house of a
relative of Mrs. Adams who lived beyond high water mark on
Main street. By four in the afternoon the water had come quite
up to the porch floor which stood about six feet above the street.
Into the boat they climbed, the father with the girl baby in his arms
and the mother with the boy, the grandfather taking his place in
the bow of the boat.

It must be here interjected that boating in the streets of Day-
ton on that March day was not the kind of pleasuring that it was
when the Miami river kept to its proper banks in the channel.
Swirling around corners, sweeping piles of drift-wood before it,
the current tore down the street towards the lower reaches of the
river, making it literally a death-tempting adventure to control a
boat. There were so many obstructions, so much wreckage, such
sudden whirl-pools that navigation was a real problem. So it hap-
pened to the Adams family as to so many others in that trying time;
the boat had hardly reached the open street when a cross current
hurled it against a tree and in an instant the party found them-
selves in the icy water, the boat upside-down and the babies no-
where to be seen. Both parents in the shock of the castastrophe
lost hold on their precious burdens and were swept down the cur-
rent, struggling vainly to hold to each other. A small sapling about
a hundred and fifty feet below where the boat had capsized, offered
a weak support and the three clung to it desperately, screaming
for help. All around them were neighbors watching the scene with
such feelings as may be imagined, and unable to offer any assist-
ance.

Warder street ran from east to west, that is to say on a parallel
with the edge of the water, which was about a block north. On
both Main and Geyer streets at that point were men with boats and
people ready to help. But the noise of the rushing water drowned
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all cries for help. Then it was that a neighbor across the street
from the shipwrecked family remembered an old pistol which had
not been used for years. It proved to be fireable and as many times
as there were chambers in the revolver he fired it into the air.
After a half an hour that seemed to all to last a century, a boat
was seen coming around the corner of the street to the rescue.
Too late, it seemed for Mrs. Adams, who just before it reached her,
sank from weakness into the swirling flood. The two men, more
dead than alive, were dragged into the boat and taken back to the
house whence they had started so short a time before. Mr. Adams,
lifting his head weakly above the side of the boat, could see some
men below holding a figure in a long black coat which he hoped was
his wife but could not be sure. As for the twins, the pets of the
whole neighborhood, nothing was to be seen of them but the heavy
shawl which had cnwrappeg one and which was lodged against a
tree some rods further down stream. When Mr. Adams was taken
from the boat back into the Fries house he was unconscious and
remained in that condition the rest of the day. )

When he came to himself at night fall his feelings can better
be imagined than described. The roar of the waters outside, the
crashing of drift-wood against the house in the darkness told him
only too surely what must have been the fate of his loved wife and
babies in that angry flood.

At daybreak making his way to the landing on Main street
the first acquaintance he met gave him the joyful news that his
family was safe and sound. This news proved too great a shock
for his weakened condition and he fainted away for the second
time.

The story of the rescue of the three dear ones was quickly told.
Mrs. Adams had floated a whole block, buoyed up by her big coat,
and was drawn into a boat by some members of the Riverdale
canoe club which did such valiant work during those three days.
She was taken to a house beyond the water line where she spent
the same kind of a night as her husband, convinced alike that she
was alone in the world. Dwellers in an apartment house on the
corner of Geyer and Warder saw a small shawled bundle battling
with the current as it swept below them. Coming up Geyer St.
was a boat, full of women, rowed by a man who was having alt he
could do to keep the craft steady in the current. To him the
watchers in the second story screamed “Catch that baby—Save
that baby.” But it had gone down, sucked under by a whirlpool
at the junction of the two streets, and nothing was to be seen but
wreckage going round and round in a circle. Making a happy
guess at the place where the little form was last seen, the man -
pushed his oar into the flood and it came up bearing the baby on
it. The dripping bundle was consigned to the women in the boat
who held it up by its feet as a first aid measure and in a few
moments it was consigned to the hands of a doctor waiting at the
landing to be of what use he could. After an hour of warming and
rubbing, the baby emitted a faint cry and from that minute pro-
gressed to convalescence. The other twin was taking its way in
the current straight down Warder street towards the river when it

\
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too was picked up by men in a boat and delivered to a policeman
who had recently finished a course of first aid given at the Y. M.
C. A. His methods with the little sister were the same as those
employed for the brother by the doctor, and he too had the satisfac-
tion, after an hour, of seeing the first signs of returning life. The
blue face became white, the blackened lips took on their normal
hue and by the time the mother appeared on the scene both chil-
dren were on their way to complete recovery.

It was a happy reunion that of the Adams family, but their
troubles were not yet over. That night they started by various
changes of automobile, trolley car and train, for Mrs. Adam’s
mother’s home some miles north of Dayton. At midnight, when
they were still far from their destination, both babies were seen to
be suffering from difficult breathing and high fever. A physician
pronounced the trouble to be pneumonia due to exposure, and for
a whole week the lives of both little sufferers hung in the balance.
They know nothing about it now, the brother and sister, because
they are going to school and except for some slight predisposition
to cold are well as ordinary children, but the father and mother
will never forget how narrowly they escaped losing “the Adams
twins.”

John A. McMahon. One evening, during the year 1916, there
was assembled at the Dayton club a gathering of representative
citizens, men and women, belonging to that erstwhile valuable or-
ganization, the Greater Dayton association. They had come to-
gether to dine and discuss some matter—it is not now important
what—relating to the welfare of their city. In the course of the
evening and while the discussion was going on, there entered at
the door—it might be better said, there slipped in at the door—a
slight figure of a man with whitening hair and beard, in no wise a
commanding or imposing presence and not at all expecting an un-
usual reception. But a few near the door caught sight of him and
began a welcoming clapping; it was taken up, the speaking stopped ;
from clapping the demonstration came to spoken words and at
last every member there rose spontaneously to his feet to testify
appreciation of what the man had done for the city of Dayton.
The newcomer was John A. McMahon, the dean of the Dayton
Bar and his particular contribution to the Miami valley lay in the
developing of a system of legislation by which the whole district
would be forever protected from the disastrous floods of the past.
The company assembled in that room had all suffered grievously
from one of the great diasters of history, the flood of 1913; they
had loyally put their hands in their pockets to contribute to a fund
for flood prevention and they were collectively doing their best to
set business on its feet once more in Dayton, to restore property
values and the credit of their city in the eyes of the world. But
what they could do was nothing if the recurrence of such a calamity
were not forever prevented. By the work of John McMahon this
had been accomplished ; hence the ovation.

It is a somewhat long story but it deserves telling because of
its transcendent importance and because it was the crowning act’
of his life and proof positive of his great professional ability.
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The necessity for this law, known as the Ohio Conservancy
Law, grew out of the flood which has been described elsewhere in
these pages. It had been definitely settled by the consulting en-
gineers that unless the problem of conservancy were treated as a
whole all effort would be useless. Palliative measures had always
been taken in the different localities affected by high water and
floods had gone on recurring with sickening regularity. Dredging.
drainage, levee building, channel straightening here and there were
worse than useless until the communities north and south of us
could unite in 2 comprehensive plan of protection. But there was
no law by which the separate counties could legally co-operate.
Other states had such measures, but not Ohio.

Four fundamental requirements belong to such a bill: One. that
it be in accordance with the constitution of the State of Ohio;
second, that it be financially sound in its principles so that no dis-
trict would be hampered by inability to finance its share of the
work ; third, that it be in accordance with generally accepted prin-
ciples of governmental administration, and fourth, that it effective’y
safeguard the rights of, not only each community affected, but of
each individual.

Mr. McMahon finally developed the law embodying all these
requirements, it was repeatedly sustained by the Supreme Court
in spite of many efforts to invalidate it, and is now a permanent
part of the laws of the state. It stands as a model of what such
legislation should be and will in time be applied to many other
places besides the present locality. And besides being a great law
it is a great monument, for it will forever stand as a memorial to
the man who evolved it

But we have told the end of the story of Mr. McMahon before
the beginning. He was born in Frederick, Maryland, February
19, 1833, son of John V. L. and Elizabeth (Gouger) McMahon.
His father was a notable lawyer of Baltimore and one of the leaders
of the Maryland bar. The son was graduated from St. Zavier's
college, Cincinnati, in 1849, and continued afterwards in connection
with that institution as teacher instead of pupil, for the space of
one year. But Dayton, the prosperous young city up the valley,
drew him, as it did so many ambitious young men during the first
half of the last century. He had an uncle by marriage in Dayton,
Clement L. Vallandigham, a husband of a sister of his father, arnd o
his office came the young student to gain a knowledge of the law.
In 1854, John McMahon was admitted to the Dayton bar and was
taken into junior partnership with his uncle.

Those were stirring years, just before the breaxing o=t of the
Civil war and Vallandigham, the leader of the Demaotratic panty
of that day and member of Congress for this district, became more
and more engrossed in political activity leaving his Dayton practice

largely to his nephew. From 1861 to 1880, Mr. McMakain juined
his professional career with that of George W. Houk, and tZere the
story was repeated, of the elder partner going to Corgress 2ad
entering into the affairs of the nation. But the younger man has
already made a reputation for brilliancy, acumen, a%ility and lezal
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knowledge. From the first he enjoyed a success at the bar which
was remarkable. Before he was twenty-five years old he had con-
ducted cases in which some of the most eminent lawyers of the
state were employed on the oposite side. Mr. McMahon was
always, by inheritance and conviction a Democrat—a dyed-in-the-
wool, root-stock-and branch Democrat. Of course during the Civil
war he suffered much from the intensity of his conviction. In
those days to be a friend of Vallandigham and a sympathizer with
the south was to find oneself in a position not far from martyrdom,
but he survived the unpopularity as the years grew and public
opinion could look at the history of that from a new perspective.
His first appearance in a representative political capacity was in
1872 when he served as one of the Ohio delegates to the Demo-
cratic national convention at Baltimore. Refusing several induce-
ments to enter the political field he did at last, in 1874, accept the
nomination for Congress, and, although the district had for some
years been strongly Republican, he was elected by a large plurality.
Twice successively re-elected he sat in the Forty-fourth, Forty-fifth
and Forty-sixth congresses during a period of service extending
from 1874 to 1881.

During his first term he was manager of the Belknap imﬁeach-
ment proceedings and chairman of the sub-committee which con-
lucted the trial. He was also a member of the special committee
appointed to inquire into the St. Louis whiskey frauds, and took
part in the investigation of the contested presidential election of
1876 as one of the committee of the House on the Louisiana vote.
In the Forty-fiftth Congress he submitted the minority report of
the judiciary committee on certain undetermined questions concern-
ing the distribution of some $10,000,000 of the Geneva award, with
the result that the principles contended for by the minority of the
committee were enacted into law.

In 1889, when the Democratic party elected a majority in the
state assembly, Mr. McMahon was proposed by many supporters
for the United States senatorship, and in the caucus stood next to
Calvin D. Brice.  He has been in his profession for over sixty-
five years which makes him the dean of lawyers in our city. No one
now disputes Mr. McMahon'’s qualifications. He is referred to for
opinions on the most abstruse points and his findings always ac-
cepted. For the solidity of his attainments, the vigor of his intellect,
the comprehensiveness of his intellectual ability his name will take
undisputed rank in the historic annals of the Ohio bar.

“The Bench and Bar of Ohio” said of him editorially at the
time of his seventy-fifth birthday celebration, “The secret of Mr.
McMahon’s prominence in the profession does not lie alone in his
strong natural endowment, his breadth of mental grasp and in-
tellectual vigor. It may be found in the fact that he has always
been a close and conscientious student not only of text books, but
of reported decisions in both English and American courts so that
he is today familiar in a marked degree with case law as well as
the underlying legal principles. Industry, thoroughness, intense
application— these are the habits which Mr. McMahon has brought
to the practice of the law.”
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Mr. McMahon married, Janua:'ly 23, 1861, Mary R. Sprigg, of
Cumberland, Maryland. Three children resulted from this union,
the eldest Jeanne (Mrs. McRery) died some years since. A son, J.
Sprigg McMahon 1s now associated with his father in the law, and
a daughter Louise McMahon are the remaining family.

The Conservancy Law of Ohio.* There are two reasons why it
has seemed advisable, in the opinion of the editors of this book,
to give an abbreviated form of the Ohio Conservancy Law: First,
because it stands as a model of what such legislation should be, and
second, because the average busy man, although he may have in-
terest and public spirit, has not the time to master fifty-two pages
of technical text.

The bill as passed by the general assembly of the state of
Ohio on February 5, 1914, is designed to “prevent floods, to pro-
tect cities, villages, farms, and highways, from inundation and
to authorize the organization of drainage and conservancy dis-
tricts.”

The first necessity in any enterprise is to organize the district.
In this case the Court of gommon Pleas of any county or any
judge of that court is vested with power and authority to estab-
lish a conservancy district for the following purposes: (1) To pre-
vent floods; (2) to regulate stream channels; (3p) to reclaim over-
flowed lands; (4) to provide for irrigation wherever it may be
needed; (5) to regulate the flow of streams; (6) and to divert the
course of streams. These provisions include the widening, deepen-
ing, diversion of water courses, the building of reservoirs, embank-
ments, canals, bridges or dams, to operate the same, in fact every-
thing that pertains to the fulfillment of the purposes enumerated in
the act is by virtue of the law the province of the district established.

The manner of establishing such a district is this: that a peti-
tion shall be filed in the office of the Court of Common Pleas, signed
by either five hundred free-holders or by the owners of more than
half the property within the limits of the territory proposed to be
organized; or it may be signed by representatives of railroads or
other corporations owning land in the district, or by any city in-
terested in the plan.

This petition shall set forth the name of the proposed district,
the necessity for its protection from floods, a general description
of the territory to be benefited and shall in conclusion pray for the
organization of this plan. Petitioners must give bond. The clerk
of the court shall give notice by publication of a hearing on the
petition.

Before the hearing of this petition any owners of property in
the proposed district who may be in opposition to the plan and
who object to the organization of such a district shall, before the
date set for the petition to be heard, file his objections and state the
reasons why the district should not be so organized. All such ob-
jections shall be duly investigated and disposed of as justice and

*For complete text of Law, apply to Office of Miami Conservancy Dis-
trict, Dayton.
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equity require. This having been done the court shall declare the
district organized and it shall hereafter be known as a political sub-
division of the State of Ohio, with power to sue, to incur debts,
liabilities and obligations, to exercise the right of eminent domain,
and of taxation and assessment, to issue bonds, and to perform all
acts necessary for the carrying out of the purposes for which the
district was created.

The court shall also designate the place where the office or
place of business shall be located and the meetings of the board of
directors shall be at the place decided upon.

Within thirty days after the district has been declared a cor-
poration by the court, in the manner prescribed, the clerk of the
court shall transmit to the secretary of state and the county recorder
in each of the counties included in the district, a copy of the decrees
of the court incorporating the district. Such copies shall be filed
and recorded under the general law concerning corporations, and
within thirty days after entering the decree of incorporation the
court shall appoint three persons, at least two of which shall be
resident freeholders, within the district; one for a term of three
years, one for a term of five, and one for a term of seven. Each di-
rector shall, before entering upon his official duties, take oath that
he will honestly and impartially perform the duties of his office and
that he will not be interested directly or indirectly in any con-
tracts let by the district. The board will then elect some one of
their number as president, shall adopt a seal and shall keep accurate
accounts of all transactions.

The board may employ an engineer, or engineers, an attorney,
or attorneys, and any other agents as may be needful and may
provide for their compensation.

The board shall prepare plans for the improvements for which
the district was created, such plans to include maps, profiles, plans
and other data as to the location and character of the work con-
templated, with estimates of costs. If any other data have been
prepared at any time by other persons and the board find such data
valuable, they may take over such work and pay for it. If any con-
struction be made which causes the backing up of water into any
city or village the board shall pay all damages. No railroad shall
be constructed with a grade in excess of the maximum ruling
grade.

After the completion of such plans permission to inspect them

-shall be given by publication in each county of the district, and a
time shall be fixed for a presentation and hearing of all objections,
not less than twenty days after the publication of the notice. All
objections shall be in writing and filed with the secretary not more
than ten days after the last publication of the notice. These ob-
jections to the official plan may be considered at a hearing in the
office of the clerk of the court at which time the judges, sitting
at a special court, shall hear, adopt, reject or refer such objec-
tions back to the board of directors. A majority of the judges shall
control.

The board of directors shall have full power to prepare for,
execute, maintain and operate all works necessary to complete the
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official plan. They may let contracts in whole or in part and may
employ what men and buy such equipment as needed. They may
enter upon lands to make examinations and surveys, with the under-
standing that no damage is to be done.

The board of directors is empowered to clean out, straighten,
widen, alter, deepen or change the course of any ditch, drain, sewer,
river, water-course, pond, lake or creek, to fill up any abandoned
ditch or other water course, to divide the flow of water out of the
district, to construct and maintain ditches, sewers, canals, levees,
dikes, dams, reservoirs, floodways, pumping stations and syphons;
to construct or enlarge any bridges, to elevate roadways and
streets, to remove or change the location of any fence building,
railroad, or canal; shall acquire by donation, purchase or condemna-
tion any personal property or any easement, riparian right or rail-
road right of way or franchise within the district. They may plot
and subdivide land, open new roads or change the course of those
in existence. :

Wherever it is necessary to carry out the purposes of this act
the board shall have a dominant right of eminent domain over rail-
roads, telegraphs, telephones, gas, water power, and other corpora-
tions, and over townships, villages, counties and cities. In the exer-
cise of this right due care shall be taken to do no unnecessary
damage to other public utilities, due regard being paid to the other
public interests involved.

The board shall have the right to condemn for the use of the dis-
trict, any land or property within or without the district, not ac-
quired or condemned by the court, according to the procedure pro-
vided by law. Regulations may also be made by the board for the
regulations of any water courses, bridges, roads or fences which
come into contact with the improvements of the conservancy plan,
although not included in that district, to prevent damage or misuse
of the improvements.

Whenever the official plan requires the building modification or
removal of any bridge, grade, aqueduct or other construction the
owner of that property is bound to make the changes deemed neces-
sary within the time directed by the court. Thirty days’ notice shall
be given the owner of the property to adapt his construction to the
required plans. In case it is necessary to take a part of the equip-
ment through a bridge or grade which will not accommodate it, the
owner must remove temporarily such construction and keep an
itemized account of the expense involved that he be reimbursed. In
case of delay the owner shall be liable for damages.

The board of directors shall establish and maintain stream
gauges, rain gauges, a flood warning service with telephone or tele-
graph lines, and may make such surveys and examinations of rain-
fall and flood conditions, stream flow, and other scientific data as
may be necessary for the purposes of the district and make a report
of the same.

In co-operation with the Government the board of directors
may enter into contracts with the United States, with persons,
railroads, or corporations, and with the state government of
this or other states, relative to drainage, conservation, and for co-
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operation or assistance in constructing, maintaining and operating
the work of conservancy in this district, acquire property in other
states in order to secure outlets and may let contracts, or spend
money for such purposes outside of the state of Ohio.

The right of relative water power and supply of land-owners and
municipalities as to the waters of the district shall extend only to
such rights as were theirs before the district was organized and
wherever the improvement made by the conservancy law make a
greater benefit, such waters shall be the property of the district
and reasonable compensation .shall be made. Persons or munici-
palities desiring to secure the use of water courses of the district
may make application to the board for lease, purchase, or per-
mission to use. They shall state the purpose and character of the
use they intend to make, and the period of use desired. Where it
is impossible to grant all applications, preference shall be given
to the greatest need and the most reasonable use. Preference shall
be given first to domestic and municipal water supply; second,
to the use of water for manufacturing purposes; for the production
of steam and for maintaining sanitary conditions of stream flow;
thirdly, for irrigation, power development, recreation, fisheries,
and so forth. The board shall determine the rate of compensation
for water supply and in case of failure to pay the board may compel
payment. ’

Three appraisers shall be appointed at the time of the organiza-
tion of the board whose duty it shall be to appraise the lands re-
quired for the uses of the conservancy plan, to appraise all bene-
fits and damages accruing to any property by reason of the execu-
tion of the official plan. Each appraiser shall be a freeholder in
the district and shall take oath to perform faithfully the duties of
his office and shall elect one of their number as chairman. They
shall familiarize themselves with the official plan; whereupon
they shall proceed to appraise the benefits of every kind to all real
estate in the district, also the damages sustained and the value of the
land if taken by the district for uses of conservancy.

They shall have the assistance of the attorney, engineers, secre-
tary and other officers in the employ of the board. ey shall also
appraise the benefits or damages accruing to cities, villages, counties,
and townships in the State of Ohio.

Upon the filing of the report of the appraisers the clerk shall
give public notice and descriptions of land said to be under damages
and all exceptions shall be heard by the court within thirty days.
After having heard all the exceptions, then the court shall approve
and confirm the report of the appraisers as modified and amended,
and these findings shall be final and incontestable. Any person de-
siring to appeal from an award as to compensation or damages may
file a demand with the court for a jury trial. Upon such demand for
a jury the court shall order the directors to at once begin condem-
nation proceedings according to law in the county in which the lands
are situated and such suit shall proceed in accordance with the
statute and have full jurisdiction to act.

Changes in the original official plan may be made when neces-
sary and under the sanction of both the court and the board.
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In the financial administration the moneys of every conservancy
district organized shall consist of three separate funds: (1) Prelim-
inary Fund, by which is meant the proceeds of the ad valorem tax
authorized by this act, together with such advancements as may be
made from the general county fund; (2) Bond Fund, by which is
meant the proceeds of levies made against the special assessments of
benefits confirmed under the provisions of this act, and (3) Mainte-
nance Fund, which is a special assessment to be levied annually for
the purpose of upkeep, administration and current expenses. The
cost of ?ublication in the beginning shall be paid out of the general
funds of the county, which cost shall be repaid to the county out of
the first funds received by the district through levying of taxes or
assessments. In order to facilitate the preliminary work the board
may borrow money at a rate of interest not exceeding six per cent
per annum,

After the list of real property with the appraised benefits as
approved by the court has been ﬁl};d with the secretary of the dis-
trict, then, from time to time, as the affairs of the district demand it,
the board of directors shall levy on all real property upon which
benefits have been appraised as assessment of such portions of these .
benefits as may be found necessary to pay the costs of carrying out
the official plan ; and this assessment shall be apportioned and levied
on each tract of land in proportion to the benefits accruing to that
property. Property owners may have the privilege of paying their
assessment in full if they so desire it shall be so recorded in the
records, but such payment does not relieve the property owner from
the payment of any additional assessment which may be found neces-
sary by the board.

In issuing bonds the board of directors may, if it seems to their
judgment best, issue these not to exceed ninety per cent of the total
amount of the assessments, exclusive of interest, levied under the
provisions of this act, in denomination of not less than $100, bearing
interest not to exceed six per cent, payable semi-annually, to mature
at annual intervals within thirty years. The board may also secure
the payment of loans from the United States government in the
same manner as it may secure the payment of bonds.

This briefly is the substance of the Ohio Conservancy Law.
There is much more of detail as to technical matters relative to the
filing of petitions, the arrangements of tables recording appraisals,
how the books shall be kept, the duties of county officials and the
penalties for the evasion or neglect of any of these rulings. Police
powers and regulations are given the board of directors in order to
protect the works in the district, and the prevention of injury to
survey marks,

A reading of the complete law is recommended to all property
owners in the district, that they may appreciate the months of pains-
taking effort involved, the knowledge of the law and the desire
tougive full justice to the claims of every citizen in the Miami
valley.

The Plan of the Miami Conservancy Enterprise. In order to
comprehend the technical details of the conservancy plan as exempli-
fied in the mammoth undertaking now going on in the Miami valley

-6
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it will be necessary to note the various elements of the geography
of the drainage area. The areas affected by the flood prevention
system include parts or the whole of fifteen counties, namely:
Hamilton, Butler, Warren, Preble, Montgomery, Greene, Clark,
Miami, Darke, Shelby, Champaign, Logan, Mercer, Auglaize and
Hardin counties. The Miami drainage basin lies in the southwestern
part of Ohio and has an area of about 4,000 square miles. The prin-
cipal tributary streams in order of size are: Mad river, Stillwater,
Four Mile creek, Twin creek and Loramie creek. The principal
cities affected by the flood of the Miami river are Dayton, with
Miamisburg, Middletown, Franklin and Hamilton below, and
Piqua and Troy above Dayton. The Miami river is about 163 miles
in length with Dayton lying about half way from the northern
limits to the southern at a{out 40° north latitude. The surrounding
country lies about 800 feet above sea level and the annual rainfall
is 36 inches. So much for position and circumstances. The flood
which occurred with such frightful suddenness on March 25, 1913,
has been described as well as the moral courage of the people and the
firm decision to prevent it in the future. The immediate step out of
. which the flood prevention plan grew was the appointment of a citi-
zens’ relief committee by the governor, consisting of the following
persons: John H. Patterson, president of the National Cash Register
company, chairman; John R. Flotron, president of the John Rouzer
company; Edward Phillips, mayor of the city of Dayton; Adam
Schantz, president of the Dayton Breweries company, and Frank
T. Huffman, president of the Davis Sewing Machine company.
The most insistent duty confronting the committee was that of get-
ting food supplies into the city and to establish supply stations for
its distribution. For several days the larger part of the citizens
stood in line for their daily bread and a large number for several
months. The streets had to be cleaned, and H. E. Talbott as chief
engineer superintended that stupendous job. The work of the com-
mittee of relief presently developed into the initiation of the move-
ment toward permanent flood protection. As chairman of the
committee Mr. Patterson was receiving pleas from up and down the
valley to take steps to that end. In answer to these pleas he called
a general meeting of citizens for April 20 at which were present
about one hundred and forty dpersous. Twenty were appointed to
assist the relief committee, and the next day the membership of the
committee was increased to thirty and divided into sub-committees
on flood prevention, finance, public improvement, sanitation, traffic
and public service. The outstanding fact developed from consulta-
tion with these various representatives was that there existed in
each county a movement, often without coherent or established form,
generally led by an engineer, with the object of formulating plans
for flood protection. The entire personnel of the group having at
heart the eventual safety of the city from floods were: John Pat-
terson, Walter Worman, Walter Sy Kidder, Edward W. Hanley,
H. E. Talbott, John W. Stoddard, Edward Phillips, E. J. Barney,
C. B. Clegg, J. H. Winters, T. Huffman, Chas. McKee, Adam
Schantz, E. A. Deeds, F. Cappel, T. P. Gaddis, J. E. Sauer, E. Canby,
John R. Flotron, L. Rauh, J. P. Breene, H. G. Carnell, Peter Kuntz,
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H. Burkhardt, F. T. Huffman, E. D. Grimes, E. B. Weston,
E. L. Edwards, J. M. Switzer, A. J. Stevens, John W. Aull,
A. M. Kittredge, Geo. L. Marshall, T. A. Fernedin, Stanley M.
Krohn, F. J. McCormick, jr., E. E. Burkhardt. As order grew out
of chaos and Dayton began under the efficient rule of the committee
to regain her former appearance the work of the committee assumed
larger proportions. Public sentiment was unanimous in the demand
for permanent measures of prevention and the committee felt keenly
its increasing responsibilities. It was early admitted that the federal
government showed no inclination to take immediate action to that
end. It was also felt that what the people of the valley would do
themselves would be more quickly done, and a resolution was
adopted to raise a flood prevention fund. The resolution, briefly
epitomized, was as follows: That there should be prompt and
definite action to determine the cause of the flood * * * and to apply
the maximum knowledge and scientific skill to prevent its recur-
rence. That to enable this committee to take up the vast program
* * * there shall be provided a flood prevention fund of two mil-
lion dollars. (Remainder devoted to the details of administration.)
The immediate results of this resolution were: (1) That on May 5
the Morgan Engineering company was employed to report of plans
for flood prevention, and that Arthur Morgan, president, should
assume personal charge; (2) that May 25 and 26 were designated
“Dayton Days” and plans started for the campaign for funds; (3)
that representatives from neighboring cities were invited to attend
a meeting on May 15 to discuss co-operating for flood prevention
in the whole valley, or it was beginning to be plain that no relief
measure which would be confined to the vicinity of Dayton would
be sufficient. It was Mr. Deed’s idea, seconded by Mr. Morgan, that
the valley should, if possible, be taken as a unit and a specified plan
adopted which would include all the areas likely to be devastated
by floods. The meeting was held as scheduled, at the Dayton city
club on May 15, 1913, with representatives from Miami, Clark,
Darke, Shelby, Logan, Warren, Butler, Greene, Montgomery and
Preble counties. Mr. Deeds presided and stated the purpose of the
meeting. Four days later there was formally organized the Miami
Valley Flood Prevention association, with John H. Patterson as
president; H. M. Allen, of Troy, vice-president, and L. D. Upson,
secretary. The object of this association as stated on the minutes
were to secure a co-ordinated survey of conditions in the valley,
to formulate plans for the prevention of floods, to secure the adoption
of co-ordinated plans by the several cities and counties, to secure
from the National Government such services of army engineers, etc.,
that will facilitate the work, to urge control of streams by the state,
to secure the co-operation of the railroads in carrying out preventive
measures, to maintain continual publicity for informing the citizens
and the nation at large of the progress of the Miami valley. And
thus was launched what has been called the most comprehensive
plan for flood prevention of which there is any knowledge, at least
in the great middle western world, a plan involving the expenditure
of a cool twenty-five million and the safety and happiness of hun-
dreds of thousands of homes. During the remainder of the year
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1913, and through until January, 1914, the committee met at stated
intervals and accomplishing their various objects, and the work of
the prevention proper began under Arthur E. Morgan, and dis-
banded on January 15. %le finance committee, however, under
whose strenuous efforts the enormous sum of two million dollars
had been raised from a sorely stricken city, remained in charge of
the flood prevention fund. The instructions to Mr. Morgan were
. thus worded: “The valley has suffered a calamity that must not
be allowed to occur again. Find a way out.” This peremptory
and inspiring telegram came from Mr. E. A. Deeds. He had been
making investigations on his own account up and down the valley.
As his examinations continued his point of view grew and the prob-
lem which presented itself at last was not a Dayton problem but a
much vaster one which would include the whole valley. He frankly
confessed that his engineering mind was not equal to the solution
but it was equal to finding someone that was. Hence the message—
“Find a way out.” Mr. Morgan came, and his first words corrobo-
rated Mr. Deeds; indeed they were distinctly discouraging, espe-
cially to people in a hurry to have things started. He told the
committee that no plan could be adopted without a thorough anal-
ysis of the situation and that at least six months would be needed
to offer even a provisional solution and probably a year before
definite plans could be made; that federal aid would probably not
be forthcoming, and if the people of the valley wanted to be safe
they would have to pay for it themselves. The result of this not
very rose-colored presentation was that the Morgan Engineering
company was formally engaged to develop plans to protect the
entire valley north of Butler county from future floods, and took up
its headquarters in the City National Bank building with a force of
fifty engineers. Of this organization O. N. Floyd had charge of
the preliminaray surveys, I. E. Houk directd the hydraulic surveys
and computations, K. C. Grant made investigations and translations
of European literature, G. C. Cummin began the investigation of
rainfall records, P. D. Fuqua had charge of much of the topographic
field work, C. H. Shea, as chief draftsman, had charge of all field
notes, maps and slans ; C. A. Bock was in charge of the office ad-
ministration and Professor Woodward acted as consulting engineer.
Mr. Morgan, the chief engineer, directed the whole work from its
inception. One of Mr. Morgan'’s first recommendations to the com-
mittee was that they secure the services of a board of consulting
engineers for the benefit of eminent outside judgment on each step
of the work. This board consisted of Daniel W. Mead of Madison,
Wis, ; Sherman M. Woodward, Iowa City, Ia.; and John W. Alvord,
Chicago. Other experts who were called into, consultation were:
Gen. H. M. Chittenden, Gen. Ernst, Mr. Okerson of the Mississippi
river commission, and Messrs. Fuertes of New York, Jaycox of
Denver, Knowles of Pittsburg, Miller of Arkansas and O’Brien of
Missouri. The latter, reporting as a board, brought in, after ex-
tended research, a report embodying the following (condensed)
opinions: That similar floods were likely to occur at any time
and that whatever was done should meet the possibility of floods
twenty per cent greater than the one of 1913; that protection by
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means of channel enlargement was out of the question because it
would not be permanent ; that detention basins did offer a practicable
solution ; that the success of such a plan required that the valley
be treated as a whole; that the works suggested will be so massive
and substantial that they would afford the completest protection for
any length of time. It will be only natural to call attention here to
the kinds of minds who offered this as their conscientious and
expert advice to the people of the Miami valley and the flood pre-
vention committee in particular. Engineers of long standing ex-
perience on the extensive public works carried on by the United
States Government added to the loving local pride of a practical
man like Mr. Deeds, who for months had tramped the valley, had
dreamed, lived, eaten, drank and slept with the flood prevention plan,
these men together had given their united opinions. It should have
been sufficient to convince every mind in the valley that they knew
what they were talking about. But it developed immediately that in-
stead of only two groups of difficulties, the legal and engineering,
which this stupendous plan involved, there was to be another, a psy-
chological one. The first mention of “detention basins” fired the pop-
ular suspicion in the counties to the north. The fault-finders who
settle debated professional questions over a cracker barrel at the
corner grocery came out strong in the attack. To their aid came
those apostles of self-interest who see persopal profit in stirring up
trouble on public matters. Together they made a fair sized body of
opposition which fought every step of the proposed plan for flood
protection and, through attempted legislation, delayed the work,
made the way of the directors doubly hard and added enormously
to the expenses for the people of the valley to pay. In the light of
the present triumphant justification of the plan it will be interesting
to indicate some of the stock objections. The real purpose of the
dams was power development; detention basins would threaten
the safety of territory below them; dams had always broken and
always would; implications against the honesty of the Morgan
Engineering company that it was paid for its opinion; if the river
channels had been cleared out there would have been no flood;
Dayton is making Troy and Piqua pull her chestnuts out of the fire;
if the dams are put in they will be blown up and no jury could be
found to convict the culprits; the law is an outrage ; tax payers, you
are going to be robbed, etc. This kind of thing was shouted from
platforms and headlined in the newspapers of the cities in the north
of the valley for long weary months when the affair should have
been well under way. It was discovered early in the flood preven-
tion movement that there were no existing state laws comprehensive
enough to cover the whole requirements. Troy, Piqua, Miamisburg
and Franklin each had county laws to cover each particular need,
but unless there could be co-operation under a common and state
provision the plans as outlined by the consulting engineers would be
unable to be carried out. The local laws were lacking in the broad
provisions necessary to such a great undertaking; they failed to
provide the legal machinery for organizing the many interests in-
volved ; they provided no plan for safeguarding individual interests
and for an equal distribution of costs; nor did they provide au-
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thority for enforcing the requirements of such improvements. What
was needed was concerted action in nine or ten different counties
and a dozen cities or towns; railroad and pikes had to be changed,
bridges, dams, ditches and levees constructed, sewers and streets
readjusted. To do this right-of-way had to be acquired, damages
would have to be paid where necessary, and the cost must be dis-
tributed among those property holders who gained the most ad-
vantage. Nothing on any such scale as this could be done without
the sanction of a state law.

A draft for such a law was prepared by Mr. Morgan, who drew
upon his experience in carrying out more than seventy-five flood
prevention and reclamation projects under fifteen different state
laws. While Mr. Morgan was responsible for the content and
general working plan of the proposed statute, its legal form is due
to the labors of Mr. McMahon. For months Dayton’s noted lawyer
laid aside his other work and gave his undivided attention to this
draft. Every provision and every phrase was scrutinized and
checked in the light of state and national constitutional provisions
and legal habits. When his work neared completion the revised
draft was submitted to Horace S. Oakley of Chicago, who reviewed
it in the light of financing requirements. After numerous confer-
ences between constitutional lawyers, engineers and financial law-
yers the bill was brought to a condition satisfactory from every
point of view. The remarkable record of the conservancy law in
withstanding the attacks it has received is due to the admirable
work of Mr. McMahon. When the draft was in final shape it was
reviewed by John M. Dillon of New York. The attorney of the
flood prevention committee, Judge O. B. Brown, throughout the
whole labor was the person who co-ordinated the efforts of all the
others, and made possible their co-operation to a common end.
Without his patient and tactful efforts it is doubtful whether the
diverse points of view ever would have been harmonized.

“The Conservancy Act of Ohio,” as it is called, is the best
monument to his career. The bill which was completed in time to
be presented at a special session of the legislature which convened in
{3:&1ary, 1914, was passed and signed by Governor Cox, March 17,

The features of the conservancy act provided for the establish-
ment of conservancy districts anywhere in the state where they
might be needed through petition of property owners to the common
pleas court for any or all of the following purposes: To prevent
floods ; to regulate stream channels; to reclaim or fill wet lands; to
irrigate where needed; to regulate the flow of streams; to divert
water courses, build reservoirs, dams, levees, walls, embankments,
bridges, and to maintain the same. The act as drafted would seem
to cover all of the problems to the manifest justice of all concerned,
but the opposition, of which mention has been made, crystallized
into active action as soon as the bill was introduced. Amendments
were offered which, if carried, would have made each step more
difficult and resulted in emasculating the law to entire innocuous-
ness. Finding that public opinion was divided on these amend-
ments, the flood prevention committee organized an educational
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campaign to support the conservation act. Thirty-six leading citi-
zens of the Miami valley registered as lobbyists and devoted a
large part of their time to the fight to preserve the law. The flood
prevention committee circulated a petition which received 89,000
names in its support, which was presented to a joint senate and
house committee in the capitol building at Columbus on February
9, 1915. Stereopticon and moving pictures were thrown on a huge
screen, followed by illustrations of proposed flood prevention plans.
Mr. Deeds made a stirring plea that the conservancy plan be left
intact. Judge O. B. Brown and Judge Oakley presented legal rea-
sons why the law should not be molested. Defense of the bill was
made by many others, men and women, and it was as stoutly op-
posed by A. J. Miller of Bellefontaine, Percy Taylor of Sidney, F. M.
Sterrett of Troy, Horace Stafford and J. E. Bowman of Springfield.
Newspapers, clubs, churches and chambers of commerce took u
the fight, engineering periodicals pointed out the folly of an amend-
ment which would forever prevent the use of reservoirs for flood
prevention, the governor and members of the legislature were
deluged with letters, telegrams and petitions asking that the law
stand as drafted. These public spirited efforts were crowned with
the success they deserved, and after several more abortive attempts
at blockading progress the law was passed as has been told.

The day after the bill was signed petitions were received from
fifteen hundred persons and from the cities of Dayton, Hamilton,
Middletown, Franklin and Miamisburg for the establishment of the
Miami Conservancy district, for the hearing of which a court was
convened in Memorial Hall in Dayton on March 20, 1914. It con-
sisted of the following common pleas judgés: Carroll C. Sprigg,

residing, Montgomery county; Hiram C. Mathers, Shelby county;
?. M. Broderick, Logan county; Walter D. Jones, Miami county;
F. M. Hagan, Clark county; Charles H. Kyle, Greene county;
Willard J. Wright, Warren county; A. C. Risinger, Preble county;
Clarence W. Murphy, Butler county; Otway C. Cosgrave, Hamil-
ton county. An attendance of over two thousand people gave evi-
dence of the interest in the occasion. From June 4 to June 28 the
proceedings of that court were a history of various technical decis-
ions, many delays owing to illness of its members, much confusion
of issues, much irrelavent testimony, but on the day indicated a
final result of the establishment of the Miami Conservancy district
’t? a vote of five to four, and the first great step was accomplished.

he court then appointed three directors, viz.: Edward A. Deeds, of
Dayton; Henry M. Allen, of Troy; and Gordon S. Rentschler, of
Hamilton, as men who could be depended upon to carry out faith-
fully the provisions of the enabling law. The directors appointed
Ezra M. Kuhns, secretary.

The Morgan Engineering company, having been employed to
“find a way out,” proceeded to investigate and act. The first and
minor measure was, in connection with the city and county authori-
ties, to increase the local protection. A survey of the river was
made, the weak points of the levees strengthened and the low points
raised. Underbrush was cut out of the channel, flood gates put in
at the entrance of the hydraulic above Dayton and in the canal at
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Apple street. Above Steele dam the levees were raised to provide
a free-board of three feet at a time when 75,000 second feet of water
is passing over the dam. Between Steele dam and the Main street
bridge the channel was deepened and straightened, the sharp turn
north of the bridge cut off and the mouth of Mad river reconstructed.
At the Miami apartments the bank was cut, leaving only twenty-five
feet between the building and the top of the bank. The whole length
of the banks surrounding the city was straightened, corners cut,
channel deepened and levees raised. The river below the city was
straightened, additional rain gauges were established over the water-
shed and stream gauges installed. The net result of these improve-
ments was that within a few months twenty per cent more water
could be taken safely through Dayton than ever before ; a safe capac-
ity of 90,000 second feet and in an emergency it could carry 100,000.
These measures, however, were merely preliminary and palliative.
The great work was to be in the valley above and below Dayton.
The plan as outlined by Mr. Morgan involved the building of five
retarding basins at controlling points on the more important streams,
and of improving the levees and river channels at all of the towns
and cities. The basins are located as follows: One at Lockington
in Shelby county, on a tributary of the Miami; one at Taylorsville,
in Miami county, on the Miami river; one at Englewood on Still-
water; one at Osborne, in Greene county, called the Huffman basin,
on Mad river, and one at Germantown, on Twin creek, half in Mont-
gomery and half in Preble county. These basins were to be formed
by huge dams blocking the currents of the several rivers and having
openings in each base to allow ordinary freshets to pass unimpeded.
During heavy floods, however, the water which cannot pass through
the outlet will be held back temporarily in the basins above the
dams. The conduits are proportioned so that no more water can
pass through them than can be carried safely in the improved chan-
nels through the cities below. In this manner the run-off of a flood
like that of 1913, which lasted but three days, would be distributed
over a period of two weeks and its height would be correspondingly
reduced. The total capacity of the retarding basins to the spillway
level is equivalent to 840,000 acres covered one foot deep. This
represents 60 per cent of the total rainfall of the flood of 1913, that
fell on the watersheds above the dams. A glance at the map show-
ing the amount of territory involved will be a unit of the magnitude
of the project and the time, expense and human labor involved. The
first step was to acquire data, this data including United States
geological surveys, maps and reports of the great flood, weather
bureau reports of rainfall, city maps and records, county maps and
records, railroad right-of-way maps and bridge and culvert lists,
photographs showing flood damage, scale maps of the reservoirs.
The task of collecting and examining all this data was but a small
beginning and but a prelude to the real work of the prelimina
survey which included the running of base lines the entire lengt
of the valley, locating the flood lines of 1913, taking cross sections of
the valley and the river, and making soil borings. The hydraulic
work included making maps of the Miami drainage basin, compiling
rainfall records of great storms, and making discharge measure-
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ments. The office work necessitated the making of innumerable
maps, platting field surveys, computing valley storage capacity, de-
veloping estimates for the provisionary improvements at Dayton
and maintaining a policy of publicity. Among the general data re-
quired were the taking of photographs, collecting information from
witnesses of the flood and make valuation of real estate. It is
said that the papers collected for the mere preliminaries of the work
of flood protection, if laid on the ground, would make a continuous
path from New York to San Francisco. And yet the men who were
back of this stupendous work were pestered with questions as to
why they did not “make the dirt fly.” Mr. Deeds in his report said
that such a question could only come from a lack of appreciation of
the bigness of the job. “We must first know how and where to
throw dirt and have the money to buy it and pay the shoveler * * *
The work when constructed will be as enduring as the eternal hills
to which it is attached. We are planning not for the present but for
a thousand years.” Long, long before a spadeful of dirt could be
lifted the work of appraisal had to be done. Those fruitful farms,
those homesteads where several generations had lived and died must
be given up to the plan of conservation ; the land must be appraised
at a fair value if it was to be taken from the people who lived on it.
Acres and acres in Shelby, Miami, Greene, Preble and Montgomery
counties went into the retention basins while the owners secured
homes elsewhere. Things like that can not be done in a hurry.
Any property to be taken or damaged by the district had to be
bought and paid for in full before any construction affecting it could
be commenced. The appraisal was not only for damages but for
benefits. Taxation for conservancy was to be laid according to the
benefits accruing to the property, and this presented a problem of
many difficulties and of large proportions. ng conferences had to
be held with real estate men to arrive at proper valuation. The
amount of benefits that would accrue to a particular property from
the execution of the official plan depended upon several considera-
tions: 1. Value of property. 2. Degree of protection called for.
3. Degree of protection provided. While all these heavy problems
were being worked out by lawyers, engineers, real estate men, the
23,000 people who had contributed to the flood fund began to criti-
cise. The local impatience at the delay was even harder to bear
than the obstructionists in the neighboring counties who had blocked
the beginnings of conservancy. It was in this connection that Gen-
eral Chittenden made the following pertinent observations: “The
greatest obstacles that the promoters of public work have to over-
come are not those of nature but of man. Nature is sometimes a
stubborn adversary, but she always acts in the open without subter-
fuge; but human ignorance, prejudice and self-interest are handi-
caps of a different character. Ignorance is least important because
it may yield to instruction. Prejudice—that is, prejudgment of a
case and then sticking to it regardless of facts—is immeasurably
worse. But the most insuperable obstacle of all is self-interest.
Public measures are judged by their effect on the private pocket-
book and the rarest phenomenon in the world is a willingness to
subordinate personal interest to the public welfare.” Soon after
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the approval of the appraisal record by the conservancy court, nego-
tiations were begun by the board of directors for selling bonds to
furnish the remainder of the construction fund not provided for by
the cash payments. Conditions for financing a large undertaking
of such an experimental character were far from hopeful. The war
was coming on and the Government pressing the banks for help,
with the uhiversal trend toward economy of resources, with the
tendency to postpone all new undertakings in favor of war work—
all these things made it difficult to get capital to show any interest
in the Miami valley project. But the war pressure was after all
indirectly helpful because the great industries in Dayton given over
to war work had most certainly to be kept free from flood disaster.
It was Mr. Deeds who presented the project to officials of the Na-
tional City company of New York. - His emphatic and vivid state-
ment of the case, the imperativeness of the work, the awful responsi-
bility of delay, won the assent of the board, who signified their will-
ingness to underwrite the bond issue if the secretary of the United
States treasury would offer no objection to the financing of the
project at that particular time. Secretary McAdoo’s consent was
won and the entire bond issue, amounting to $24,340,490, was under-
written by the National City company, the Guarantee Trust com-
pany and Harris Forbe & Co., all of New York. The plans made,
the objections overcome, finances accomplished, surveys made, bids
opened and awarded, the actual work in connection with the dams
was begun November 15, 1917, in the removal of the tracks of the
Ohio Electric railway from the Huffman basin to make way for the
building of the Huffman dam. Since that day what changes have
the workers wrought! Whole tracts of land have been transformed,
have lost their original features and been made into a new landscape.
Millions of cubic feet of earth have been excavated; thousands of
cubic feet of concrete poured, ditches excavated, embankments
raised, paving and riprap constructed. Across the valleys rise huge
embankments connectinithe distant encompassing hills and binding
them together. Steam shovels groan and sirens shriek all day long,
while armies of workmen delve in the creative ruin they have made.
Up to September 1, 1919, work has been under way on the five dams
and on the river improvements at Dayton, Middleton and Hamilton.
Some levee work has been done to protect Miamisburg. In the
dams alone 1,247,000 cubic yards of earth and 86,000 cubic yards of
concrete had been placed up to that date. From the river channels
nearly 900,000 cubic yards of gravel had been removed, and 187,000
cubic yards placed in new levee construction.

To show the extent of the work up to the present time of writing
(September, 1919), it will be advantageous to give a few statistics
on the men employed and the extent of operations.

There were then on the payroll 1,637 men, distributed as fol-
lows: Germantown, 121; Englewood, 248; Lockington, 125; Tay-
lorsville, 247 ; Huffman, 220; Dayton, 163 ; Hamilton, 176; railroad,
94; shops, 149; headquarters, 94. These men represent fortrﬁve
different occupations. They include accountants, chauffeurs, clerks,
stewards, cooks, bakers, draftsmen, electricians, civil and mechanical
engineers, inspectors, laborers, steam engineers, drag-line and steam
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shovel runners, blacksmiths, boilermakers, machinists, millwrights,
plumbers, carpenters, painters, riggers, rock drill men, brakemen,
concrete men, hostlers, stenographers, timekeepers, doctors, and
watchmen.

There have been purchased and delivered to the various con-
struction sites, ready for operation, twenty-six construction locomo-
tives. Eighteen of these operate by steam and eight by gasoline.
These locomotives are used with 175 dump cars of different types
for carrying rock, earth and concrete for the construction work.
The necessary construction tracks have required the purchase of
1,460 tons of steel rails and more than 60, ties.

To carry men and materials back and forth from the warehouse
and headquarters in Dayton to the various points where construction
is going on, the district maintains at the Dayton garage fifty-eight
automobiles, touring cars, runabouts, trucks and depot wagons, of
various types, altogether consuming about 175 gallons of gasoline
per day. There are on the work nineteen drag-line excavators for
digging rock and earth, varying in size from those of thirty or forty
tons weight to the big 175-ton machines now so familiar to the deni-
zens of the Miami valley, with 135-foot boom, which can pick up
five ordinary wagon loads of earth at a time. Fifty miles of steel
cables are necessary to operate these drag-lines.

Three hundred thousand barrels of cement are to be used in the
work and reinforcing steel to the amount of 600 tons. For the elec-
tric lines bringing light and power to the various camps, 205 miles
oif t:iopper wire have been used and sixty-eight miles of galvanized
cable.

Dayton’s Recreational Facilities

Up to 1890 there existed not one park or playground for the
use of tired city dwellers. Credit must be given to the Y. M. C. A.
as being the first to see the necessity for the establishment of a place
for public recreation. It even goes back farther than that organiza-
tion to a group of about fifty young men who desired to have a place
of their own for athletics and play. Some were members of the
Y. M. C. A. and some were not, but all were ambitious for the same
thing. Mr. Shuey, Mr. Sinclair and others were behind the plan,
They had selected a field on Stillwater river just two miles from
the center of the city, a field six and a quarter acres in extent, which
could be had for $7,500. It was finally purchased, partly by indi-
vidual subscription and partly by subscriptions solicited from friends
of the association. When the money was paid down they were a
happy set of boys.

The blank field had to be made level if it were to be useful for
their purposes. The first step was to find an old drag and take turns
pulling it by hand over the surface of the ground to make it fit for
a baseball diamond. Mr. James Doods, of the Ohio Rake company,
came to their assistance and presented them with an old grand stand
which he had bought and which had stood on the city baseball park
on Third and Williams streets. The gift was not “f. 0. b.,” for the
boys had to take it down from its first position and move it out and’
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set it up at the new place. Next in order came a sort of clubhouse
erected at a cost of $200, which gtill stands, though replaced by a
larger and better one, which stands on the river bank and cost
$3,500. At a certain point in the transaction the association saw the
advantage of owning the park themselves, and took it over, paying
the original owners what they paid for it, and naming it the Y. M.
C. A. Athletic park. It thus became, in 1892, the first recreational
center of the city of Dayton. And well has it served its purpose.
In the nearly thirty years of its existence the Eark has made strong
young men out of weak, given pleasure to thousands, and grown
from the small beginnings just described into a well equipped open-
air resort for physical culture.
It is bounded by the river on the east, Ridge avenue on the
south, Melrose on the west and Hudson on the north. There is now
a clubhouse with lockers and shower baths, and a social room on the
upper floor, with pianola, victrola, books and magazines. Ten steel
boats, eight canoes, six rowboats are at the disposal of the members;
sixteen tents, with accommodations for four men to a tent, are the
camping facilities, the association owning the tents and the renters
paying 50 cents a week each. There are nine tennis courts, that
game being the main feature of the park. Four tournaments a year
are held, the Webb Eby tournament being the outstanding event
of the athletic year and the one at which championships are decided.
At this event Mr. Eby gives the trophy. The biggest track event

" in point of attendance is the Montgomery County Tennis tourna-
ment, open to all players in the county, whether members of the
Y. M. C. A. or not. At this occasion it is Mr. James M. Alderton
who gives the trophy. :

Every year the public schools hold their annual championship
meet at Athletic park. It includes running and jumping matches,
basketball for girls, volley ball, baseball. At this tournament are
awarded the trophies, medals and cups to the champions of the
schools.

A swimming school is in constant session on the river, there
being four swimming instructors, one always on duty. The man
in charge of the boats is an expert swimmer, being a Red Cross life
saver and holding the medal for taking the Red Cross test. There
are sixty members of the baseball league, ninety-three tennis players,
and upward of forty men in camp the summer through.

From this early beginning Dayton has gradually progressed
with the spirit of outdoor sports until she now is royally endowed

" with such advantages. But the city itself would have been slow to
take up the task if she had not been prompted by private and indi-
vidual enterprise. While the community, from its tax funds, has
been able to equip a few small recreational centers, the large ones—
the notable examples—have been the gift of far-seeing and loyal
citizens. Let us hear the story:

The Community Country Club located in Hills and Dales park,
is a gift to the city by John H. Patterson. Mr. Patterson has a
great many ideas peculiar to himself, one of them being that the
great outdoors, the woods, hills, streams and forest, should be
equally enjoyed by those of all conditions in life. To understand
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how peculiar such an idea is it must be recalled that the usual
country club is an exclusive resort open only to those who can pay
a large admission fee and equally large yearly dues. To be a mem-
ber one must have a full bank,account, a handsome wife with a gift
for spending, a set of luxurious friends who expect to be entertained,
and so on. “But,” says Mr. Patterson, “a man on a salary needs to
play golf as much, or more, than his employer does. He needs the
recreation and so does his family. Go to! We will have a country
club that everybody that has a dollar can belong to.”

Thus the Community Country club came into existence. It is
situated south of Dayton in the western area of Hills and Dales.
A reconstructed farmhouse was the basis of the plan. To it were
added halls for dancing and rooms for club meetings; in the undu-
lating grounds which surround it are to be found extensive golf
links, a baseball diamond, athletic fields, tennis courts, wading pools,
swings, shoot-the-chutes, sand piles, luncheon tables under the trees,
and an enchanting sweep of country landscape. To reach this spot
one passes through the lovely winding roads of Hills and Dales or
takes the trolley to the station near by.

From opening time in rIum: until closing time in October the
Country club is indeed a “community” club. Twenty thousand
people attended the dedication exercises in June, 1918; a hundred
and sixty thousand came throughout the season; six hundred and
fifty members of the golf club played frequently; seven thousand
people attended the sixteen Sunday school picnics held there; nine
thousand attended the Catholic Federation socials; one thousand
attended the playgrounds picnic, and twenty-five hundred the back-
yard garden picnic; thirteen thousand had suppers in the various
camps.

Old Barn Club. To the east of the Community club and on a
rising slope of ground three miles from Dayton is the Old Barn
club, to which all summer long the people of Dayton and the Miami
valley come in crowds for social, intellectual and recreational pur-
poses. The building began its existence more than a century ago as
a “bank barn,” one of those huge affairs built to shelter cattle,
farm machinery and crops. Moved to its present situation the in-
terior has been kept much as it was planned in the beginning, the
original structure of walnut logs shaped by hand with the adze being
clearly visible. The lower floor has been metamorphosed into a
modern dining room, all vestiges of its former occupants, the cattle,
hidden under coats of snowy white paint, and the windows draped
with thin curtains. Above is the present dancing floor. A generous
fireplace on the east side gives brightness and cheer on cool days,
making the room a charming place for social gatherings. Back of
the house is a dancing floor where during the season hundreds of
gay young people come twice a week to dance. The surroundings
of the Hills and Dales club are charming, consisting of undulating
lawns, a grove of beautiful locust trees and graceful driveways.
During the season of 1918 nearly fifty thousand people made use of
the Old Barn club for their summer outings.

The Adirondack Camps are a feature of Hills and Dales park
not to be duplicated, it is believed, anywhere in the country. Twelve
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log huts have been built in different locations of Hills and Dales,
the position generally commanding a view of the surrounding valley.
A large fireplace fills the inner wall of the hut, the front being en-
tirely open. At each side of the fireplace is a locked cupboard, to
which the temporary renter is given a key and in which is found
complete furnishings for the preparation and serving of about
twenty people.

Miami Valley Golf Links, Driving one day among the hills
north of the city, the idea came to Mr. and Mrs. Walter S. Kidder to
purchase twenty-five acres of farm and woodland and lay it out as a
golf course, build a clubhouse and make it available at a low figure
to a large membership. To think such a plan out was to do it, the
result being a half-million-dollar course, a gift to the people of
Dayton. It lies on the crest of the range of hills lying directly north
of Dayton and reached by way of Salem avenue, Siebenthaler avenue
and Philadelphia drive. From it the eye reaches the Soldiers’ home
to the west, the hills of Oakwood to the south, the winding reaches of
the Miami and the distant roofs of Dayton.

The manner of its preparation was thorough and scientific.
The first step was to get Donald Ross from the east (he who had
glanned such superb golf courses as those at Pinehurst, Bellaire and

t. Petersburg, Fla., and Manchester, Vt.) to give expert advice.
His first requirement was the purchase of more ground, to make a
perfect nine-hole links, which was done, making a total area of one
hundred and sixty-five acres. Delays were unavoidable. The
farmers refused to sacrifice growing crops, the war came and brought
a scarcity of labor. Mrs. Kidder wanted nothing of a temporary
nature, but everything permanent and lasting. This gift to the
city was to be one that would not require additiomral outlay for
improvements and repairs.

The first step was to plow the ground and sub-plow it to a
depth of eighteen inches, then to sow it to cow-peas, which were then
plowed under. The top soil was brought from Virginia and the first
shipment of grass seed used was $10,000 worth. Bridges of concrete
and steel were built. Eighteen greens were constructed at a cost
of $1,800 each. They are twenty-eight inches in depth, constructed
of scientifically tamped clay, compost, loam, gravel and ashes, each
being perfectly drained with tile. Then it was necessary to build a
water works to obtain the purest water with the largest possible
flow, not only for drinking and cooking purposes but for the sprin-
kling system throughout the club grounds. A well was drilled, but
it filled with sand so rapidly that it was useless. Another, forty-five
feet deep and eighteen inches in diameter, was progressing favor-
ably when it caved in, nearly costing the lives of several employees.
Finally a natural spring was utilized which, even after having. been
pumped entirely out, fills up over-night. The water was tested by
experts at Columbus and pronounced absolutely pure. Donald Ross
said when it was finished, “There are but sixteen God-given greens
in the world, and this is one of them.”

The main clubhouse will be constructed from the beautiful plans
now prepared as soon as building conditions will permit. It will
face one way into the grove of forest trees to the northwest and the
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other way towards the expanse of links. The cost is estimated to
be over $200,000, including equipment, and will fulfill the demands
of the most exacting personnel. Nine motor cars of the largest type
can unload at one time under the porte cochere, thus avoiding un-
comfortable waits for the occupants. A thousand persons can be
entertained at once in the spacious rooms. The club is easily acces-
sible from the city, being directly on the traction line.

The New Canoe Club (Kurt-Te-See). The Kurt-te-see club,
of which the Canoe club is a branch, is a nation-wide fraternity with
headquarters in Indianapolis. It will soon construct a model club-
house on Island park at the southwest corner, facing the Dayton
Canoe clubhouse across the river. It is being planned by Schenck
and Williams with all modern improvements, reading and lounging
rooms, lockers, a dancing floor and a wide balcony toward the river,
giving spacious views of any water carnivals that may be held.

Many important celebrations are being planned for the future,
many of which would not have been possible without the constantly
progressive work of the Miami Conservancy district, with its deép-
ening of river channels and straightening of the banks. When all
is finished there will be a continuous course of beautifully navigable
water from the upper reaches of Stillwater and the Miami through
the curves of the river around the city clear to the dam below town.
These improvements will fix Dayton as a center of canoeing and
water sports forever, a consummation much to be desired by both
the public and the canoe clubs.

The Barney Community House. This splendid philanthropy
may be classed either under the educational or the recreational activ-
ities of Dayton, partaking equally of both interests. Given through
the generosity of Mrs. Harries Gorman, in memory of her grand-
father, Eliam E. Barney, and her father, Eugene J. Barney, it is a
memorial that will honor forever the names of those two citizens,
and go on in usefulness to the public as long as it endures.

t is situated on the corner of Valley and Chapel streets in
North Dayton, where there was in the beginning little neighbor-
hood solidarity, no communion of interests and no team play. That
it was all there and only needed bringing out, the Community house
has proved. ,

At the beginning Barney house was a plain dwelling, pur-
chased by the donor and rearranged and equipped for its new uses.
The large rooms were decorated, the upper rooms furnished as class-
rooms, the basement into quarters for the boys’ club and the baby
clinic, a piano put in, books, pleasant and attractive furnishings.
The free milk dispensary, which had been occupying far from ade-
quate quarters at the Webster school, was invited to makes its new
home at Barney house. Moreover, the mothers could here find
medical advice for the rearing of their babies. Classes in first aid,
in domestic science, in craft work, in cooking (especially American
cooking for the benefit of foreigners), boys’ clubs and classes in
current events were organized and the people of the neighborhood
responded with a rush. Barney house suddenly became the center
of North Dayton both in a literal and figurative sense. A large
element of Scandinavians and Poles have recently come to that part
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of town, and it is to them and their speedy Americanization that
the efforts of the board and staff of teachers will be strongly directed.

An average attendance of one hundred and eighty-five persons
a day soon threatened to push out the walls which enclosed them.
So twelve acres of land on Mad river have been purchased as am
out-of-door annex and recreation park for the children of North
Dayton. Pond & Pond of Chicago, who are authorities on settle-
ment house architecture, have prepared plans for the new clubhouse
on the river. Here will be found in ceaseless activity the Boys’
club, the gymnasium, swimming pools, shops for manual work, an
auditorium where lectures, concerts, dramas and pageants will
be given—all the gift of a woman who thinks that building better
men and women is the best tribute she can pay to departed loved
ones.
The success of the movement is assured by the engagement of
Mr. Spies of Chicago and Northwestern university, who has had
much experience in constructive settlement work and who is an
expert “social engineer.” He begins by making himself a friend to
the boys; after that the end is assured. With him as leader the
development of Barney house goes without saying. It is his plan to
spend the summer months training a staff of teachers in readiness
for the fall opening. With this end in view, a group of over thirty
young women are enrolled for study, three mornings a week, in the
various branches which will be taught next winter. The instruction
will be eminently practical and will consist in hearing lectures and
then applying the ideas in classes in household science and art, in
instruction in self development for cripples, in sewing and the vari-
ous branches of craft work. In all these branches Mr. Spies is
teacher and director.

Although the larger part of the Barney Community house is
still in the future, enough may be now seen to assure its practical
usefulness to the city of Dayton. Additional ground has been pur-
chased, upon which will be installed various outdoor recreational
facilities. Twelve acres on the north of the main house are bounded
by Mad River Valley street and the aqueduct which in years gone
by used to carry the canal across the river. On this triangle of
ground there used to be a strawboard factory, and there are now
several rather inadequate buildings. They are, however, being used
for the boys’ wood-working school, for a reading room and gymna-
sium. The former office of the company is now the boys’ clubhouse,
with classrooms and library. In the hollow formed by the levees
at the southeast corner there will be an outdoor theater and in the
center of the area a baseball diamond. The day nursery will also be
accommodated in the vicinity. :

When the fall term opens community activities will be in full
swing. The noon luncheon to fifty or sixty children from the Allen
and Webster schools, who pay 15 cents for a helping of warm soup,
mitk and bread ; the men’s luncheon, the dancing school, the cooking
school, the made-over clothes class, the class of crippled children
who are making great progress under Miss Forbes of the Woman’'s
service; the Camp Fire Girls, the Current Events class, in which
every Monday evening a hundred men and women of North Dayton
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meet in the pleasant living room to hear Mrs. Conover discuss the
events of the day; the babies’ clinic, and all the interests which go
to making the Barney Community house a real center of Americani-
zation. AR |

The Stuart Patterson Park. Of this, the latest acquirement of
recreational centers in Dayton, Mrs. E. M. Kiser, one of the most
enthusiastic promoters of the park, says:

“It is the first instance of cooperative buying of a public utility
by the united action of private citizens and city officials, and while
this situation was used g‘; the political enemies of the Dayton plan
it has later developed a wonderful spirit of fellowship in our com-
munity. It has also fostered a feeling of corporate ownership that
is being furthered by new work for the development and improve-
ment of the park.”

There was no park in North Dayton and some of the leading
citizens thought there should be one. The idea was first advanced
at a seven-day fete given under the direction of Mrs. William Stop-
pelman in September, 1918. A movement on foot to plat a piece of
woodland known as Walters Grove and destroy the forest trees gave
impetus to the park idea and it was with the slogan“Save Walters
Woods” that the enterprise was launched. The proceeds of this
fete made a nucleus for a fund to buy the land outright. The city
commissioners offered to buy the land if the citizens would subscribe
one-fourth of the cost.

On February 1, 1919, a hundred or more citizens from that
locality met at the Kiser homestead to discuss the plan. City Man-
ager Barlow was present and encouraged the idea. So did Mr.
Patterson and Mrs. Carnell, who each subscribed a generous check.
Other friends of the project who lent their aid were the teachers of
that district, Miss Carson, Miss Class and Miss Odlin, Miss Grace
A. Greene, Mayor Switzer, Rev. Homer K. Miller, Mrs. Harries
Gorman, Rev. J. A. Feeger, Dr. Garland, J. A. Weglage, superin-
tendent of public schools, and Father Rufin Baransky. The children
of the North Dayton schools were inspired and their activities re-
sulted in $486 from the Webster school, $490 from the Holy Rosary
school and $214 from the Allen school.

It was, we believe, on this occasion that a motion was made
by William Grether that the proposed park be named in honor of
the memory of Stuart Patterson, who fell to his death with an air-
plane during a practice flight at Wilbur Wright field on September
26, 1918. This was carried without a dissenting voice, and Stuart
Patterson park became an actuality. It is bounded by Alaska, Balti-
more, Leo and Leonard streets.

The Dayton Country Club. In 1898, when the interest in the
game of golf came over from England and spread to the western
states, a group of Dayton men organized the Dayton Golf club with
the following officers: R. C. Schenck, president; H. C. Lowe,
vice-president; George H. Wood, secretary; W. H. Crawford, sec-
retary; Valentine Winters, treasurer; George H. Mead, captain;
H. E. Talbott, captain.

The first playground of the club was on the old Patterson home-

stead, known as Rubicon farm, located between Main and Brown
n—7
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streets just south of the then city limits. Later a move was made
to the Houk estate and games were played on the lawn surround-
ing the Talbott residence.

In 1908 the Dayton Golf club went out of existence, and from
its ashes rose the present Dayton Country club, with S. H. Carr
as president, in which official service he continued for about ten
years. A tract of land one hundred acres in extent belonging to
William Kramer was purchased and, the club having by this time
greatly increased in popularity, a commodious clubhouse was built
with social rooms, verandas, and dining rooms. It was an ideal sit-
uation, overlooking the winding river and the long reaches of the
wooded valley with the outlines of the Soldiers’ home on the distant
hills to the west.

From the first the Dayton Country club had been a family
club, parents, children and grandchildren enjoying it together;
playing golf, eating, dancing and visiting. A good chef provides
meals a la carte and the club is constantly frequented by happy
parties of members and their friends.

The articles of incorporation of the Dayton Country club state
that it is founded “for the purpose of maintaining proper grounds
for golf and other outdoor athletic sports and games and for provid-
ing and operating buildings for a cafe and dancing and for all
country club uses and purposes.”

The capital stock i1s $112,500 with 1,500 shares of common
stock at $25 each, and 3,000 preferred stock of the par value of
$25 each; holders of preferred stock are entitled to annual dividends
of 5 per cent payable half yearly out of the surplus profits of the
comglg.ny.

hese articles of incorporation are signed by Sylvester H. Carr,
Edwin P. Matthews, D. W. Iddings, R. R. Dickey, jr.,, F. T.
Huffman.

The East Oakwood Club. The project of an East Oakwood
club began in a meeting at Far Hills, the home of John H. Patterson.
So convinced was he of the necessity of such a plan that he first
gave $4,000 for a plat of ground ; then with the intention of bringing
out the willingness of the people themselves, he said he would
give $2,500 towards the clubhouse itself if the dwellers would meet
it with another $2,500. They did better; they met it with $4,500.
So with $7,000 towards a building and $500 (also contributed by
Mr. Patterson) for furnishings, the East Oakwoodians feel that
their club is not so far in the future. The ground on which the
building will stand is a part of that purchased by Mr. Walter
Shafor two years ago, and although it has already trebled in price
it was sold to the club at the original figures. Ralph Rossel donated
his services as architect, and the plans are already made and the
foundation in. The house is expected to be completed by August.
In the meantime the activities of the club are in full swing, Mr.
Patterson’s home being offered as a meeting place.

The plans for conducting the East Oakwood club differ from
most others. There will be the usual outdoor sports, like tennis,
baseball, swimming, volley ball, and quoits, while for the very little
ones there will be sand piles, kindergarten games and story telling.
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The club will be open on Sundays with a Sunday school (with no
creed) ; afternoon talks on various subjects, tea served on call and
one dinner each week where neighborhood affairs will be talked over
for the betterment of the community. Different groups of people
will take charge of these social Sundays, ten persons in each group,
fifty-two groups, one for each week. By this plan every one in the
community will have had a working share in the conducting of the
afternoons. No one will be left out ahd each one in consequence
will feel that the club belongs to him or her personally and great
benefits will accrue. Dancing clubs will be formed and informal
dances given. There will be a library, kindergarten equipment,
abundant kitchen room and furnishings, and sewing rooms in which
to work for the Red Cross when occasion calls. The directors will
spare no pains to make the East Oakwood club such a popular
center that few will be tempted to go to town for their recreation.
Old and young, fathers, mothers and children will all make use of
it at all times. The tennis courts are already in use.

Four acres comprise the area of the club grounds, bounded by
Patterson road, Shafor boulevard and Schantz avenue. The house
will front on Patterson road. A small golf course of eight or nine
holes extends toward the north and joins Far Hills. The president
is Benjamin Reemlin; vice-presidents, Robert Cowden and Mrs.
Walter Shafor; secretary, Mr. Franklin Shroyer; treasurer, Mr.
Joe Glass. There are fifteen directors, who, with the following com-
mittees, manage the affairs of the club: Golf, tennis, playground,
house, entertainment and membership.

Triangle Park. This country resort is an example of what em-
ployers feel is due their employees aside from the question of wages.
It is the playground of the Delco people, and to the uninitiated it
may be explained that “Delco” is The Dayton Engineering Labora-
tories company. In this case two other factory organizations are
included in the plan (which is what makes a “triangle” out of it).

In 1916 three companies, the Domestic Engineering company,
the Dayton Metal Products company and the Dayton Engineering
Laboratories company, bought a strip of wooded land bordering
on the Miami river close to its confluence with Stillwater for the
use of their employees. The park is operated for and by the employees
of the Triangle organization in the most effective manner possible
and with the least number of rules and requirements. Two thou-
sand people dance in the pavilion on Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Saturday nights. Twenty-five nonsinkable steel boats ply up and
down the two rivers filled with happy crowds; hundreds of children
are to be found in the playground every pleasant day, swimming,
wading, and playing games under a competent director. Four field-
houses, two for men and two for women, are equipped with rest
rooms, lavatories, lockers, shower baths and nurseries for the babies.
An auditorium used for conventions, department parties and groups
of over one hundred, crowns the summit of a hill. A complete
gitchen makes the serving of extensive suppers not only possible

ut easy.

Eleven rustic camps are at the disposal of the employees, fully
equipped with cooking and serving facilities, and may be used for
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the small payment of fifty cents, levied merely for the upkeep.
Scattered through the park are picnic tables, each of which will ac-
commodate twelve or fourteen persons. There are four baseball
diamonds which are kept in good condition and used the season
round. Many department teams have been organized to play ball
after work hours—“Twilight baseball.” The factory league plays
Saturday afternoons. The sports field is to the west and borders on
Stillwater., The park is reached by the Riverdale car line or by
the interurban cars on the Troy pike.

The Boy Scouts and Their Reservation. The tract which is
given over to the Boy Scouts is eleven acres in extent, mostly
woodland and some of it pretty thick woodland. Streams cross it
at intervals and drain the hills into the river. The woods in-
clude oaks, maples, beeches, walnuts, white and black, hickory
(for the special benefit of nut loving boys in October), linden and
ash.

It is interesting to note that the Dayton Boy Scouts have the
distinction of being the second organization of this kind which finds
itself so fortunate as to own its own private farm and camp. The
other is the New York Boy Scouts. This fortunate circumstance
is owing to the generosity of Robert Patterson, who, believing in
the health-giving activities of the movement, purchased the Allen
Thomas farm near the Narrows for the use of the boys. He was
encouraged to do so by the phenomenal growth of the organization,
beginning one summer with seventy-five members, increasing in one
season to six hundred. Most of these boys, lacking the activities
of the camp, would be into some kind of mischief; even good boys
get demoralized during the lonf vacation. In the woods there is
no mischief they can do, mischief being generally misplaced activity,
as dirt is said to be merely matter out of place. Here every instinct
that is inherent in a boy’s mind has full expression and is turned to
the best account.

Although the camp is primarily educational in character, there
is no lack of real fun. Tennis courts, a baseball diamond, a mess
hall, a modern kitchen, a shower bath, fed from a spring under the
hill, assure that this is a fact. The camp is maintained winter and
summer alike with week-end crowds on Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day for the boys. Mr. John Haien is scoutmaster and Mr. Sinclair,
assistant scout executive; Mr. Fenton Bott, president; Ralph De-
Weese, Stanley Krohn and E. Metzger vice-presidents; Neil Eyer,
secretary; H. Solimano, secretary; Charles Heald, commissioner.
As member of the executive committee Col. R. L. Hubler is in
charge of the court of honor, through which all Boy Scout promo-
tions are made. The finance committee is in charge of J. Oswald,
who supervises all expenditures. George Marshall is chairman of
the camp committee; rallies and expositions of scout work are
directed by Chester B. Spies; C. H. Comer has charge of the pub-
licity work; J. B. Gilbert directs the singing and orchestra work;
Professor Slutz, of the Moraine Park school, gives general super-
vision and suggestion to the arrangement of class work; Rabbi
David Lefkowitz has charge of the little boy problem, while the
activities of the older boys are in charge of J. Lowes. James K.
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Davis has charge of programs for special occasions; Robert Patter-
son leads the efficiency department; John Poole has launched a
new department of industrial hiking, while Frank Miller, superin-
tendent of schools, assists the council in effecting the most co-
operation between the schools and the scout organization.

The Fresh Air Farm, Junior League of the Visiting Nurses’
Auocxatxon. The story of the Fresh Air farm, that charity which
gives joy and helpful development to the lives of so many children in
Dayton, back many years to the Flower and Fruit mission and
the Visiting Nurses’ association. The work began in the minds of
a small company of women who, moved at the consciousness of so
much suffering in the hospitals and homes of the city, organized
themselves into a group, whose privilege it was to make the rounds
of the hospital wards every Saturday afternoon and leave a flower
at each bedside. Subscriptions were taken and help solicited, both
of which were swift in coming. The flowers from churches were
offered and pennies collected from the children who entered into
the plan with enthusiasm.

The next step was to call at the hospitals with a carriage and
take patients for an outing; in one case it was found to be the only
outing that a bed-ridden boy had had for seventeen years. Hun-
dreds in the course of the year were thus supplied with flowers
and drives.

Seeing the necessity of skilled nursing in families without
means to employ trained service the mission began in 1900 to supply
the time of an expert uniformed nurse, who went from house to
house, wherever her services might be needed, and varied her
nursing duties with practical instruction on how to care for the sick.
Thus each bedside became a practical clinic, where the family and
neighbors learned valuable lessons never to be forgotten. The
fund providing for her salary was earned by a festival given at the
opening of the Arcade in 1903 and the Needlework guild helped
supply baskets for the maternity cases. Scores of lives of little
babies were saved those years before there was any city welfare
work, by the constant care and good advice of the visiting nurse.

In connection with the work of the nurse a diet kitchen was es-
tablished where proper food could be prepared for patients and
where mothers got much besides the broth and pure milk for their
children—sympathy and helpful advice. Some of them for the first
time in their lives saw delicate food in process of preparation and
learned something of the different food values.

From one nurse the work broadened into a staff of nurses, and
all were kept busy. The distribution of flowers increased until
twelve churches were taking part and hundreds of patients visited.
Special days were remembered, each with its own message—Christ-
mas brought holly and a card, Easter brought lilies and greetings.
Among the first to be interested in this work were Mrs. G. H. Gor-
man, Mrs. H. G. Carnell, Miss Emily Stewart, Miss Katherine
Gunckel, Mrs. Allen Thomas, and Miss Pearlie Smith, while the
charter members were the Misses Edith Cummin, Lucy Carr, Anne
Patterson, Katherine Bimm, Margaret King, Mary Ohmer, Eleanor
Ohmer, Gertrude Thomas, Sarah Bimm, and Rachel James. A
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performance of “The Gingerbread Man” netted the association
enough to pay the salary of one additional nurse. Miss Ella
Phillips Crandall of the Miami Valley hospital gave much good
advice and support of various kinds and so year by year the bene-
faction grew.

The notable thing about this particular enterprise is that it
has from the first been carried on by those who are known par-
ticularly as “society girls,” and who are considered to be, at the
best, devoted only to pleasure and self-interest. The unfailing de-
velopment from small things to great of the Flower and Fruit mis-
sion, the business-like conduct of its affairs and its constantly in-
creasing service to the community proves that society girls know
how to do something besides dance and play cards.

In the summer of 1907 the Visiting Nurses’ association found a
new call to service in the taking of city children to the country for
an outing. They had learned that flowers were good, but practical
help in nursing was better; that good as nursing was it could not
take the place of good food, and that good food and nursing in the
city were improved by fresh air in the country for ailing children.
And so a farmhouse was secured just south of the city on Dorothy
lane, reached by the Southern Ohio Traction line. It was pleas-
antly situated on a rise of ground which gave a view of the fields
and woods in the vicinity, had nine rooms and was fitted up with
facilities to accommodate fourteen boys. It was opened in June,
1908, Mrs. Charles G. Stoddard being president of the Fresh Air
committee of the Fruit and Flower mission, of which Mrs. Gorman
was president. Others interested in the affair were Mrs. H. H.
Bimm, Mrs. E. D. Grimes, Mrs. E. B. Weston, Miss Edith Cummin,
Miss Louise Snyder, Miss Helen Kittredge, Miss Jeanette Kittredge
and Mrs. E. M. Thacker. During that summer groups of girls and
boys occupied the Fresh Air farm in turn, fifteen at a time. With
the use of every available asset not half the children who applied
could be accommodated.

The Fresh Air farm suddenly developed into a certain necessity
which could never be discontinued, but must always grow as the
demands upon it were met. In other seasons other houses were
rented in different localities, the running expenses being met by the
proceeds from a charity ball, which became an annual event greatly
looked forward to by the society folk and which served the double
purpose of amusing a lot of people and at the same time keeping
the needs of the Fresh Air farm constantly before the public notice.
A fresh air sewing branch of the Fruit and Flower mission was or-
ganized in 1909 for the purpose of furnishing garments for needy
children and co-operating in every way with the parent organiza-
tion. Those primarily interested in this activity were Katherine
Bimm, Lucy Carr, Anne Evans, Rachel James, Dorothy Jewett,
Anne Patterson, Eleanor Ohmer, Margaret King, Mary B. Ohmer,
Julia Patterson, Clara Huston, Gertrude Thomas, Charlotte Van
Loan and Frances Parott.

In May, 1917, the Fresh Air farm received its greatest impetus
from a gift which put it at last on a permanent and generous basis.
Mrs. G. H. Gorman purchased forty acres of ground near Bellbrook
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and presented it to the Fruit and Flower mission. This gift, to-
gether with the granted use of twenty acres adjoining, made pos-
sible all the extended activities for which those in charge had
always hoped. An old but comfortable farmhouse gave enough
room to begin with for the monthly influx of children, but it was far
from sufficient for the daily increasing demands. As mothers heard
of the farm and of the improvement in health of the children ad-
mitted there, they fairly besieged the directors for permission to
send their own.

A group of girls (society girls again) volunteered to make them-
selves responsible for the upkeep of the farm at whatever cost. A
dormitory was begun with the proceeds of a play, but the money
did not quite cover the cost. Mrs. H. G. Carnell generously came
to the rescue of the farm and saw that the dormitory was finished
and furnished for the use of the children. Over $5,000 was made at
one kirmess, chiefly through the good management of Mrs. Gorman.
Ever¥body helped and those who did were abundantly repaid.
The Fresh Air farm covers a need that is met by no other charity in
Dayton. It opens in June and closes in October, and every single
day of that time it is a happy, busy hive of youngsters who enjoy
the good beds, the abundance of sweet milk, the berries, fresh eggs,
vegetables from the garden, the bathroom, the country air and the
swings. A capable matron and trained nurse are in charge.

The War Work of the Fresh Air Farm. The notable thing
about this organization is that it does not confine its social service
to the special object named in its official title, but holds itself in
readiness to take up any work for which its services may be needed.
In 1918, the war year, the Junior branch appointed a war work com-
mittee under whose leadership twenty-four girls made surgical dress-
ings one day each week at the Red Cross headquarters, totaling
24,151. 1In April they sold $114,640 worth of Third Liberty bonds.
In May they were called on to help in the celebration of Italian day
and made nearly four hundred emblems for use in the procession.
Thirty-five girls worked on the filing department of the War chest
and sixteen held street booths and sold 286 subscriptions. In the
Fourth Liberty loan thirty-six girls worked at the giant cash register
on Third and Main streets and sold $136,000 worth of bonds.

Ten French war orphans have been adopted by the association
through the Society of the Fatherless Children of France, and will
be cared for and educated. Two hundred dollars was sent for relief
among the Armenian children.

The Young Woman's Christian Association Outing Park.
Among the many recreational facilities of Dayton, none is more
appreciated nor more constantly used than the Y. W. Outing park.
Situated on Forest avenue, near the junction of Main, it is within
easy reach of the city and offers grateful rest and play to the girls of
the “W.” The property is owned by Miss Martha Perrine, who
for many years has placed it at the disposal of the association with
only one proviso, namely, that the trees shall remain untouched.
One does not wonder at the restriction; no more beautiful trees
exist in this vicinity than are to be found in that acre and a half of
woodland.
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The association has built a cottage and recently an addition
which provides a number of rare privileges to the members. It is
used for club suppers and picnics ; the girls may spend the night by
making up a cot for themselves in the dormitory; sometimes as
many as twenty are there at a time; the physical department makes
large use of it and the industrial department also. Not a day of the
summer but one group or the other of the many activities of the
Y. W. are enjoying themselves at Quting park. Saturday morning
is devoted especially to the use of children from the first to the
eighth grade. There is an outdoor dancing class, a baseball team,
tennis, open air basketball, country runs such as they have at
Wellesley college, and various other track events,

Last but not least, the use of the Outing park is not confined to
the members, but may be.had by any one willinF to pay a small
rental for the use of the cooking facilities. It is largely made use
of in this way all through the summer months.

City Recreation Centers. Under section 67 of the charter,
granting powers and duties to the department of public welfare, is
this provision relating to the duties of the director of public welfare:
“He shall have charge of the inspection and supervision of all public
amusements and entertainments. * * * and of all recreational
facilities of the city, including parks and playgrounds.” This clause
was written by those who believe that human nature—that is to say,
boy nature—under proper guidance and protection is capable of far
greater efficiency, service and happiness than has ever yet been
attained; also that the welfare of all, especially children, is the uiti-
mate goal of the activities of any community.

Undirected, uncontrolled play has been a source of untold mis-
chief in all cities. The long summer vacation has been spent by
only too many boys in systematic undoing of the habits of study
and obligation which were inculcated during the school term. More-
over, the club instinct, present in every active boy, was allowed to
manifest itself in irresponsible gatherings in barns or dugouts along
the river, where cigarettes, doubtful books and even liquor were a
part of their occupations.

Therefore we find the city of Dayton acting as a provisional
parent to these idle boys. Across the river to the east of Riverdale,
is a strip of woods within fifteen minutes of the center of town. It
lies at the confluence of Stillwater and the Miami river, where the
widening of the channel gives room for boating. A bridge connects
it with the main land. This is Island park, the most popular of the
public recreation centers. There, under the spreading oaks and
walnut trees, hundreds of happy little children enjoy themselves all
summer long. A bathhouse furnishes dressing rooms, bathing suits
and swimming instructor; a dancing pavilion with good music
furnished several evenings a week and with proper supervision
makes an ideal place for dancing. There is a small tﬁeatre, a
“movie” house, swings, sand piles, wading pools, and shoot-the-
chutes. Hundreds of boats of all kinds from the smallest canoe to a
large steam launch ply up and down the river. There is no need
and indeed no chance for the vicious and idle boy to get his work in
in Island park.
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The plan thus begun has developed until now the city has chai&ge
of eighteen playgrounds, viz.: Bomberger, McKinley, Island, Mc-
Cabe’s, N. C. R., Latin, Linden Center, Burkhardt, Patterson, Colo-
rado, National, Ohmer, Irvin, South Edgemont, Fluhart, Bimm and
Barney Community. These grounds are open to the public from
May until October; they are supervised regularly by paid men and
women who have been trained for this particular work. A course of
teaching in every phase of the work is directed by the superintendent
of recreation. %uring the summer of 1918 a grand total of 119,251
persons used the different grounds.

Baseball, under the direction of the secretary, was greatly suc-
cessful, there being four leagues formed and in constant competi-
tion. The winners of each played together in the finals for the city
championship, McCook’s field taking the honors and the city man-
agers’ trophy.

Not only in the summer but during the winter months does the
city look after the play of its children. Recreation is provided at
the following centers from October to May: At the Wayne avenue
market house classes in physical training for boys and girls, for men
and women were held throughout the winter; basketball leagues
were formed and nearly sixteen thousand made use of its advantages.
Bomberger park also had a winter center with g&ymnasium classes
for all, with dancing classes, Red Cross work, drilling, entertain-
ments, orchestra practice. Nineteen thousand five hundred persons
used this center during the season.

The department of public welfare, known as the division of
parks and recreation, has a constantly increasing force of employees
whose time is occupied in beautifying the public places in and
around the city. New shelter houses, baseball diamonds, dancing
platforms, sand piles, swings and picnic tables are added to the play-
grounds; flower boxes placed upon the bridges, tennis courts con-
structed, thousands of cuttings, seed packages and plants distributed
free of charge, and, as has been shown, wherever private initiative
begins a good work the city steps in and supplements it.

In one year three thousand trees were trimmed, sprayed and
cared for and many new ones set out. Four thousand shrubs were
planted ; a hundred dozen chrysanthemums grown in the city green-
houses were distributed by the visiting nurses to the poor of the
city. At Bomberger park the boys enjoyed 69,459 play days and
the girls 42,627. Eight hundred dollars’ worth of flowers were
planted in the boxes on the bridge parapets; five band concerts were
given at McCabe’s park on alternate Sunday afternoons, and thir-
teen at Island park, with a total attendance of 23,000 people. Two
thousand vacant lots were plowed up free of charge to those who
would cultivate them. The nine camps located at Hills and Dales,
together with those at Island park, Eastwood park and McCabe’s
park, were operated by the city and enjoyed by family parties every
afternoon while the season lasted.

These activities do not add to the tax assessment of Dayton to
any large extent. Most of them are self-supporting. The receipts
from the dancing at Island park totdled $2,363 for the season. If
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there is a deficit, as sometimes happens, it is made up by a contribu-
tion from some public-spirited citizen.

Music and Musicians of Dayton

The early narratives of Dayton tell us that the first association
of music lovers was called the Pleyel society, organized in 1836
under the leadership of that highly cultivated and accomplished man,
John W. Van Cleve, who was organist and choirmaster at Christ
church. The one upon whom his mantle descended was James A.
Turpin, who for years trained classes, choirs and choruses and stood
for all that was best in music in Dayton. It will not do to take a
superior attitude toward what was done in the 50’s and 60’s in a
musical way in Dayton. Small numerically it might have been, as
befitted the limited census of that day, but accurate it was, conscien-
tious and lovingly musical. The elder members of the community
will remember, 1n Civil war times, hearing the cantata, “Queen
Esther,” given at the Beckel house for the benefit of the sanitary
commission, with Mrs. Ella J. Kneisly (beautiful and gifted with a
lovely voice, but not “Mrs.” in those days) in the title role; or the
senior high school class sing the “Haymakers” at the old Huston
hall (on the Schantz-Elks corner). It was true music and left its
lasting impression.

The Philharmonic Society. It was in 1874 that a company of
Russian singers with wonderful voices and lamentable lack of busi-
ness experience came to Dayton, gave one concert, and their last.
Lack of public appreciation in the middle west caused their “de-
bacle,” and when they disbanded in utter bankruptcy there was left
in Dayton a musician, Leon Jasciewiescz, to whom Dayton owes the
first and greatest impetus towards musical culture. He had a phe-
nomenal ear for pitch (of which many are the stories still told among
singers), a wonderful musical skill and a winning personality. It
was perhaps a plan that cut both ways, to organize a chorus and
employ Mr. Jasciewiescz to lead it. Thus was born the Philhar-
monic society, which for nearly half a century represented the best
of the musical life of Dayton. The leaders in the enterprise were
such well-known music lovers as H. V. Lytle, James Martin, William
S. Phelps, Samuel F. Phelps, James L. Brenneman, Chas. F. Snyder,
J. M. Bell, and others. One hundred members was the first enroll-
ment, and their ambitious program began at once.

The list of compositions given by the Philharmonic society from
that day until its abandonment a few years since would include many
of the great oratorios and many of the world’s masterpieces: The
Messiah, Elijah, St. Paul, Creation, Athalie, Stabat Mater, Judas
Maccabaeus, The Redemption, Mendelssohn’s Forty-Second Psalm,
Barnby’s Rebekkah, “Lift Thine Eyes” and other compositions, by
Handel, Gade, Jensen, Rheinburger, Goetz, Spohr, Weber and Bach.
It was a proud program and one to look back upon with gratification.

After the death of Leon Jasciewiescz the Philharmonic society
was led by Otto Singer, under whose incumbency the society took
part for two successive seasons in the May musical festival at Cin-
cinnati. In 1878 the Philharmonics entered upon a period of new
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activity which lasted nearly thirty years, under the efficient leader-
ship of Mr. W. L. Blumenschein. Conscientious instructor, organist
and choirmaster of distinction, chorus director of conscious power,
composer of true genius and pianist of precision and soul, Mr.
Blumenschein deserves the acclamation of his fellow citizens for
the work laid down at his untimely death in 1910. Not only the
Dayton society but the Ohio Saengerfests (Dayton and Springfield),
the Indianapolis Lyra society and the Springfield Orpheus society
were also under the leadership of Mr. Blumenschein. He played
the organ at the Third Street Presbyterian church from 1878 to
1895 ; one hundred and eighty-one student recitals were given at his
studios. In 1891 he became director of the Cincinnati May Musical
festival. His compositions were unusual in number and quality;
they comprised over fifty piano pieces, twenty beautiful songs that
will always be favorites, fourteen anthems and seven secular quar-
tettes.

The citizens of German birth in Dayton have been, as a matter
of course, great dispensers and promoters of music. One of the
most popular and successful of the earlier societies was the Har-
monia, formed by the consolidation of the Saengerbund and the
Frohsinn society. Its first officers were Daniel Leonard, president;
Dr. Palm, vice-president ; treasurer, John Stoppelman, and secretary,
A. Frondhoff. The Harmonia gave beautifuf concerts throughout
its career.

Mention must not fail to be made of special musicians who have
left their impress upon that field of Dayton’s activities. Among the
early names was that of Mr. Lewis Huesman, a pianist and teacher
of skill ; Mr. Charles Rex, who taught the girls of the seventies their
scales (and hated it as all true musicians do) ; Adolph Carpe, who
had classes in both Dayton and Xenia, and married in the latter
town, and F. C. Mayer, who taught music in the public schools for
many years.

Mr. James A. Robert should have due credit for disseminating
and promoting musical taste in Dayton through three decades.
While he was principal of Cooper seminary in the 80’s and 90’s,
he attracted to his orbit musicians of the piano and strings, who
played to appreciative groups of people the highest and best of
the great composers’ works. Mr. Robert’s lectures before the Choral
society, which he organized, on Bach, Palestrina, and other masters
will not be soon forgotten. As organist of the First Baptist church,
he trained the leading singers of Dayton and gave many beautiful
concerts. Among those who enthusiastically assisted him were
Mrs. Kneisly, Miss Agnes Stout, Mrs. La Rose, Mrs. R. N. King,
Charles Peters, Chas. F. Snyder and H. V. Lytle.

The Mozart Club. It was in 1888 that, stimulated by the inspi-
ration of Mr. Robert and the pleasure of the hitherto informal
musical meetings, the Mozart club was organized. The initial meet-
ing was held at the home of Mrs. E. Morgan Wood, who was elected
its first president. Mrs. J. B. Thresher was the first vice-president,
Mrs. O. F. Davisson, secretary, and Mrs. W. F. Gebhart, treasurer.
The club became instantly popular and entered upon a career which
resulted in broadening the musical life of Dayton as long as the or-
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ganization lasted. The plan of work was to combine the giving of
music and the writing and talking about it. Each program con-
sisted of several numbers played or sung, together with a paper
upon the work of the composer, written and read by a member of
the club, the paper presenting the salient points in the life of the
subject and the musical part of the program illustrating his genius.
Most enjoyable were the mornings spent in this way. Thirteen re-
citals were given by local and amateur talent each year, at which
were presented the best music of the world. The range of selection
included instrumental compositions, sonatas, preludes, fugues and
concertos from the works of Beethoven, Mozart, Chopin, Handel,
and Bach; ensemble work for piano and violin and for two pianos.
The vocal range was more extended than the instrumental, the
members boldly essaying recitatives, duos, trios, quartettes and
choruses from oratorios, masses and operas, while the literary essays
have been admirable support to the scheme.

For nearly thirty years the Mozart club continued to do its not
inconsiderable share toward keeping alive the reputation of Dayton
as a music loving center. It possessed forty active members, thirty
associates and a hundred honorary. As years passed, however,
younger musicians arose to whom the elder society, with its prestige,
was somewhat intimidating, and who felt the need of a musical
center of their own in which to develop their untried powers, and
the Chaminade club was formed.

The Chaminade Club. This club was organized in October,
1902, with twenty-three members and Miss Alpharetta Brookins as
its first president. Thus it happened that a new crop of music lovers
came into prominence, partly pupils and partly musicians from out-
side, whom the limits of membership kept out of the Mozart club.
This new organization fulfilled to the utmost the ambitions of its

romoters and, until the winter of 1914, pursued a successful career.

y that time the younger musicians had gained confidence and ex-
perience and there was a pronounced feeling that Dayton did not
need two societies so nearly coincident in purpose. Representatives
from both societies met and agreed to drop the older organizations
and start fresh with a new one. Thus was launched the Women'’s
Music club.

The Women’s Music Club. The preamble of this club states
that its object shall be “to develop the musical talent of its members
and to stimulate musical culture in Dayton.” Requirements for
active membership in the club are, for piano, a concerto or sonata,
a Bach number and two miscellaneous numbers; for voice, an oper-
atic aria or an aria from an oratorio, a Schumann or a Schubert
number, a miscellaneous number; for violin, a concerto or sonata,
two miscellaneous numbers. One number at least must be given
without notes. The tests are made before the membership com-
mittee, which decides upon all applications. A two-thirds vote is
required for admission to active membership. A program commit-
tee agpointed by the executive board assigns the work, and active
members are supposed to perform either the musical or literary work
assigned to them by the committee. A permanent concert fund is
held in investment to be used on the recommendation of the execu-
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tive board. Thus the scheme of the Women’s Music club may be
considered to combine the advantages of both the earlier clubs and
to carry a much more strict standard of membership, thereby adding
to its prestige as an organization. Mrs. Edith Currier Crebs is the
present president.

The program committee, upon which the real work of the club
depends, is composed of Mrs. Ethel Funkhouser, Mrs. Grace Hale
Charch, Miss Ruth Service, Mrs. Bertha B. Herbruck and Miss
Dorothy Burnham. The meeting place of the club, when not
otherwise arranged, is at the Woman’s Club house on North
Ludlow street. The club chorus consists of twelve voices led
by Mrs. Clara Turpen Grimes, with Mrs. Funkhouser as accom-
panist.

The activities of the club differ widely from the exclusive func-
. tions of all former musical organizations in Dayton. “Musical cul-
ture in Dayton” was formerly held to be expressive of the aims of a
certain set of people within a narrow circle ; now it has widened to
include every personality and every element of the life of the com-
munity. The club not only interests itself in its own particular con-
certs, but has instituted social center concerts, held sometimes in
community centers, sometimes at schoolhouses and sometimes at
churches, wherever, in fact, music loving souls do congregate. Many
a business man has hurried from his desk to take in a thirty-minute
concert at noon at the Third street Presbyterian church. Such social
center concerts are scheduled for the winter of 1919-20 at the Allen
school, the Cleveland school, the Whittier school and the Webster
z;:lhooll; with noonday musicales at the Westminster Presbyterian

urch.

Another of the popular activities fostered by the Women’s
Music club are the school orchestras.

When some years ago Walter Damrosch was approached by
citizens of Akron, Ohio, on the subject of school orchestras and how
to produce them, the applicants were referred to Dayton, as the
city where, more than in any other, the plan had reached its best
fruition. The story is worth going into, not only for its artistic
capabilities but as a distinctly moral force.

The initial credit belongs to the late Edwin J. Brown, sometime
superintendent of the Dayton schools. It was long a cherished
plan in his mind to organize groups of children in the schools for
ensemble playing. In Conrad Yarheis, a musical German who loved
more than anything else to teach and lead children, he found the
man to carry the idea to completion. The soil into which the seed
was first sown was the Patterson school on Wyoming street, a well-
known center for all good and progressive educational movements.
Miss Leota Clark was the principal, and under her enthusiastic
grasping and with efficient co-operation the plan immediately took
form. Several children were discovered with the rudiments of mu-
sical taste and a few instruments. From this small beginning grew
the orchestra of forty instruments—piano, strings, brasses and per-
cussion—played by children generally under fourteen years of age
and Jed by one of their own number. Their creditable playing adds
to the pleasure of not only the school as a whole at the morning
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exercises, but also to outside events where music is a desired part
of the program. An event of the summer of 1919 was the playing
of the Patterson school orchestra at Far Hills, the home of Mr.
J. H. Patterson, who gave entertainment in the form of a dinner on
the lawn, where each child received as testimony of the host’s appre-
ciation a season ticket to the Civic league concerts.

From the Patterson school the orchestra idea has spread
throughout the city, until now, of the forty school buildings, there is
not one without its orchestra. The personnel of each group is nec-
essarily changing as the pupils go on into the high schools, but the
ranks are reinforced by constant accessions from below, thus put-
ting a premium upon school efficiency and adding the element of
emulation to the ranks of pupils.

Six hundred children in the grade schools are constantly under
the direction of Mr. Yarheis, for private and free instruction and
corporate playing. From the group a smaller one of picked players,
to the number of a hundred and fifty, present once a year a program
in connection with the advanced choral societies of the city under
the direction of Prof. Wright.

The Civic Music League. Sometime during the year 1915, Mr.
Henry M. Waite (then city manager of Dayton) was calling on Mrs.
J. B. Thresher. Both being lovers of music, were discussing the
possibilities of community music. He acknowledged his ambition
was to have a civic music league after the manner of other cities,
which should present to the people the best artists at a low price.
Her reply was that she knew two hundred women who would see
that it was put through. Her first step was to bring the plan to the
attention of the board of the Mozart club, of which she was a mem-
ber. The proposition met with instant response. Six hundred
invitations were sent out to those known to be interested, and a
meeting called at the Young Women'’s Christian Association. The
invitation was abundantly answered and after an address by Mr.
Waite, setting forth the advantages of community music as he
understood it, the organization was effected with the sentiment,
“The world’s best music at cost,” as its slogan.

A committee of twenty-four was the nucleus of the league,
with authority to elect officers, most of whom were members of the
Mozart club except Mr. Wm. G. Frizell, who was appointed chair-
man. The first president was Brainerd B. Thresher, an enthusiast
in all matters of art; Mrs. E. M. Wood and Mrs. Walter D. Crebs,
vice-presidents. After three years of acceptable service and devo-
tion to the cause, Mr. Thresher resigned and Mr. Frizell was elected
to fill his place.

The records of the Civic Music League show the marvelous suc-
cess of this unified action toward making Dayton a musical center.
It has resulted in five triumphant seasons, presenting to overwhelm-
ingly large audiences the most expensive artists and orchestras, at
a merely nominal price ($3.50 tickets for seven lectures), and with
a system of partial payments which would enable anyone, with
however limited an income, to become a subscriber.

The league has given thirty-six concerts with a total attendance
of one hundred and ten thousand people, ten thousand of which came

¢
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from neighboring cities; with receipts of $80,000 and a surplus of
$4,000. Of this surplus, $3,000 was spent in promoting fifteen con-
certs by local orchestras, choruses and artists, $750 for improving
Memorial hall stage and $500 for two music scholarships.

The world’s famous artists have been heard at Memorial hall
by audiences that were in themselves a revelation of latent musical
taste and an inspiration to both artists and citizens. The list of
singers includes: Melba, Farrar, Gluck, Homer, Case, Alda, Mabel
Garrison, Julia Culp, Cavalieri, Florence Hinkl, Olive Kline, and
Hulda Lashanska; McCormack, Muratore, Amato, Werrenrath,
Arthur Hacket and De Gorgorza; of instrumentalists, Paderewski,
Hofmann, Novaes, Heofetz, Kreisler, Zimbalist, Casals, Leo Schultz,
Stefano ; orchestras, the Chicago, Pkiladelphia, New York, Philhar-
monic and Paris Conservatory and the Chicago Paulist Boys’
choir.

The Dayton Symphony Association. The beginning of the
story of the Dayton Symphony association is the work of a private
individual, Aloyse F. Thiele. Born with a love of music and in-
terested in his native city he set out to bring to Dayton high-class
musicians and build up a public demand. His first venture with a
large orchestra left him $400 poorer. But convinced of the ultimate
succeses of his theory and that a city without symphony concerts
could not call itself musical he persisted in his plan, sandwiching
the symphonies in with artists of drawing power. Finding it at
last a losing venture, some public-spirited citizens came to his
rescue and organized the Dayton Symphony association. They
were Mrs. H. E. Talbott, Mrs. N. M. Stanley, Mrs. Wm. B. Werth-
ner, F. F. McCormick, Mrs. Ferdinand Ach, W. A. Keyes, Mrs.
E. A. Deeds, Frederick Funkhouser, and others with both musical
enthusiasm and ample bank accounts, who met at Mr. Thiele’s
office and effected the organization. The record for five years,
beginning with Mr. Thiele’s private venture and continuing with the
organization, has presented in all fifty symphony orchestra concerts,
eleven grand operas, thirty-five string quartette and chamber music
concerts, six ballet performances, ten concerts by singing clubs, five
military band concerts, eleven musical lectures, twelve plays with
musical setting and one hundred and fifty-three eminent artists,
singers and instrumentalists. The Theodore Thomas orchestra,
the New York, Cincinnati, Minneapolis, St. Louis and Detroit sym-
phonies, the Russian symphony; Schumann-Heink, Tettrazini,
Gadski, Homer, Zenatello, Alda de Lucca, McCormack, Galli-Curci,
Evan Williams, Kubelik, Carreno, Boomfield-Zeisler and Maud
Powell have all made their bows to Dayton audiences and received
the salvos of an “arrived” musical community.

It is regrettable that lack of space prevents any but the merest
mention of musicians who in the past and the present have de-
lighted the public with their voices or playing. In 1872 William H.
Clarke, a teacher of music in the schools, organized a string quar-
tette of two first and two second violins, of which the players were
Charles Stivers, Fred Coffeen, Frank Webster and H. V. Lytle.
This modest venture may be considered as the first venture towards
orchestral music in the schools. In 1880 the Masonic quartette
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took part in every concert given in Dayton and in concerts of their
own all over Ohio. It was composed of the four probably best male
voices of that time, belonging severally to J. H. Brenneman, John
H. Bell, William Hyers and H. V. Lytle. This was the original
group. Later Frank Kiefaber and Charles Holland took places left
vacant by the withdrawal of other voices.

He who is conceded to have been our most gifted native mus-
ician, was Howard Peirce, whose series of concerts always gave
enduring pleasure to others and little financial gain to himself. He
bid fair to become a world renowned pianist and just as a compre-
hensive concert tour was planned for him, faded out of life with all
his splendid spirit, fine ideals and lovely talent.

Charles K. Holstein, a violinist of splendid talent, carried on for
some years a string quartette of undisputed artistic rank, in which
he played first violin, Jeanette Freeman Davis second violin, Albert
E. Fischman viola and Ira Leslie Davis double bass.

No one has added more to the musical atmosphere of Dayton
than Mrs. Katherine Houk Talbott. Her spacious home with its
music room forty by a hundred feet, its two grand pianos, big fire-
place, music folios and all the paraphernalia belonging to the art,
has been filled with groups of people many, many times over, to hear
fascinating programs or to meet eminent musicians from the outside
world. One cannot think of music in Dayton without including
Mrs. Talbott, her voice, her hospitality and her firelit studio.

Idelette Andrews with her flaming eyes, auburn hair and mus-
ical enthusiasm gave much to Dayton while she lived. Her studio
in the Cooper seminary annex was open to recitals by her pupils.
An early death robbed us of her riper achievements. ngman
Marstellar was a gifted violinist who gave most of our present string
players their first lessons.

Harry Browne Turpin inherited from his father his love for and
his gift in music as well as his place in the hearts of Dayton people.
Some years ago he made a “find” in Cecil Fanning, trained his fine
baritone voice, introduced him to the musical world and together
they have played and sung in triumphant concert tours from the
Atlantic to the Pacific. Turpin and Fanning put Dayton on the
musical map.

Jefferson Walters is a violinist of remarkable power and in
constant demand for concerts. He is a teacher of wide repute and
has recently brought forward Ruth Smith Boyd, one of his pupils,
whose reception has been a tribute to both her own gift and her
teacher’s skill.

Mrs. Clara Turpin Grimes is another of the musical discoveries
due to the discrimination of Harry Turpin, but who has long ago
emerged from the leading strings of pupildom and taken her place
as perhaps the foremost of Dayton’s women singers. Her rich and
melting soprano voice.is heard and welcomed in every concert that
offers the best. Her rendition of the Messiah solos is a yearly treat
to music lovers at Christmas tide. After her first lessons with Mr.
Turpin she studied in Boston with Max Heinrich and in New York
with Herman Klein. In 1902 she was selected as soloist for the
Cincinnati May festival and later at a May festival in Salem, Mass.,
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and has been heard in oratorio many different times in many dif-
ferent cities,

Mary Goode Royal has a most satisfactory alto voice, which has
been a part of the choir of the Lutheran church for a number of
years. She has a studio and a large class of voice pupils.

The Funkhouser family are all delightfully musical, the grafted
members as well as the original clan. Mrs. Ethel Martin Funk-
houser inherited from her father, James Martin, her absorption in
music and from her mother her accuracy in piano work. She ranks
easily as the foremost accompanist in the city. Mrs. Jessie Landis
Funkhouser possesses a sweet and true alto voice, while Mrs. Charles
F. Funkhouser is an accomplished organist and choir leader.

Another musical family is the Schencks. Joseph Schenck was
organist and choirmaster for many years at Emmanuel church. He
trained his daughter Nora in music and she has now developed into
an accomplished organist almost equal to her father. She has
further ripened her art by study in the east. A son, Robert Schenck,
is a violinist with the New York Symphony orchestra.

Mary Blue is a sudden and welcome apparition of charm in
the musical world. She is still quite young, having graduated as
honor pupil at Steele high school only a few years ago. Music was
an obsession with her and was pursued entirely at night after her
school lessons were gotten. She went to New York, entered the
School of Musical Art, graduated and is now being pushed as one
of their soloists. A future of great accomplishment is without
doubt before her.

Henry Ditzel is another self-made musician of whom Dayton is
proud. He was a bookkeeper and took lessons of Mr. Blumen-
schein at night; did all his practicing at night and at last achieved
the organ at the First Reformed church. He went to Germany and
spent several years with leading masters of piano, graduated, came,
home, took the Lutheran organ, started classes in piano and organ
and is firmly established.

The Dayton Conumtogy of Music. The Dayton Conservatory
of Music was founded in 1913 by Charles Arthur Ridgeway and un-
der his continued direction it 18 now accounted one of the city's
chief artistic assets.

Mr. Ridgeway was a New York man in the beginning, a grad-
uate of the University of Minnesota and later of the Boston
Conservatory of Music. After spending some time in Boston and
teaching a few years at Columbus he came to Dayton, where he
took pupils in piano and organ and theory. In 1913 the E. M.
Thresher home on West Monument avenue, a house long associated
in the minds of Dayton society with pleasant hospitality and par-
ticularly with musical experiences, was empty. It seemed an ideal
place in which to go on perpetuating the memories it had aroused.
Mr. Ridgeway secured it for a studio, which was afterward en-
larged into a conservatory. The original faculty was C. A. Ridge-
way, piano, organ and theory; Mrs. Clara Oglesby, K. Lyman and
Miss Marie Hammer, piano; Miss Mary Goode Royal and Lelis P.
Legler, voice; Charles K. Holstein and Albert Fischman, violin,
and Eleanor Just Winsey, expression. To these first teachers there

-8
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have been added other musicians of undisputed talent, until the
staff now numbers twenty-five and the subjects cover piano, organ,
theory, violin, harp, ’cello, chorus conducting, dramatic art and
interpretative dancing. Several very successful public performances
have been given in the latter department under the direction of
Mary Mays Coler. )

Over five hundred students now avail themselves of the advan-
tages of the Dayton conservatory and four courses are open to
those enrolled; the regular, elective, the teachers and the artists.
Diplomas are granted in all courses except the elective. So high is
the standard in the artist course that thus far there have been but
two artist graduates, Miss Mary Elizabeth Blue, piano, and Miss
Ethel Apple, voice.

The equipment of the conservatory is unexcelled, consisting of
four grand and five upright pianos, and a duo-art reproducing piano
by means of which the playing of the world’s greatest artists is at
the command of the school. There is a large recital hall on the first
floor, with a number of smaller halls, studios and practice rooms for
the various departments. Every two weeks co-operative recitals
are given, to which teachers from all departments contributed not
to exceed two numbers. The Conservatory Students’ club is one
of the important factors in the life of the school.

Director Ridgeway was for seven years organist of the Third
Presbyterian church, for two years in the Linden Avenue Baptist
church and for the past two years at the First United Brethren
church.

In 1916 the conservatory adorted as the basis of the normal
course “The Progressive Series of Piano Lessons,” and since that
time some fifty of the teachers and pupils have taken up this modern
method. The highest possible standards of efficiency are attained
in the Dayton Conservatory of Music.

Grace Tomlinson Soward (Mrs. Lucien A.) has a lyric soprano
voice of charm and power which has been beautifully developed by
training under Oscar Seagle in his summer studio in the woods of
the Adirondacks. She has spent two seasons there in a musical at-
mosphere unexcelled in this country. Her first choir position was
in Christ Episcopal church, after which she sang in the Westminster
church and is much in demand for concerts both in Dayton and
elsewhere.

Paul Katz is Dayton’s boy prodigy. He is of Russian parent-
age, although most of his short life has been spent in Dayton. He
began on the violin at five years of age. He is now eleven and has
played before Leopold Auer, Eugene Ysaye and other world re-
nowned musicians who unitedly predict for him a wonderful future.
He is a small curly-headed boy and full of artistic instinct. He was
first presented at Memorial hall on May 15, 1919, by the Women's
Music club, when his hearers’ sentiments were a combination of
astonishment and delight. Unless all present signs fail, the world
will sometime count Paul Katz among its great artists.

Georgianna Deifenbach (now Mrs, Martinez) was brought out
under the tutelage of Henry Ditzel and made her professional debut
as concert pianist with the Cincinnati orchestra at Memorial hall
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in 1910, Kunwald directing. She also studied in Boston and has
played widely on concern programs.

Kyle Dunkel was for years organist and choirmaster at Christ
Episcopal church and successful teacher of piano. During a trip
abroad for the study of music he filled the post temporarily as or-
ganist of the English church at Paris. In the summer of 1919 the
post again became vacant and this time was offered to Mr. Dunkel
as a permanency, the choice falling on him out of sixty-six appli-
cants. It is the largest Episcopal church on the continent and the
appointment has come as a signal honor to a Dayton boy. He as-
sumed his duties September 10. :

Mrs. Ella Brusman Williams cultivated her beautiful soprano
voice under Mr. Blumenschein and has sung for years in choruses
and choirs, both in Dayton and outside.

Mr. William A. Keys is in large demand for bass parts in choir
aud chorus singing and is always gladly heard.

Although Miss Amy Kofler (now Mrs. William Steete of Rocky
Ford, Colorado) has not lived in Dayton for a period of years, it
would not be fair to her to omit the part she played in the musical
life of Dayton, when, in her pleasant studio and music school on
the top floor of the McIntire building she and Miss Parke and Miss
Schwill gave instruction to young ones and pleasure to their elders.
The earlier teachers in Dayton were satisfied to merely teach. When
their pupils were asked to play for friends they had stage fright and
were “out of practice” or “couldn’t play without their notes.” Miss
Kofler held that it was not enough to practice in private, the pupil
must play in public. Therefore even her youngest pupils were
in the habit of taking part at her monthly recitals and thus before an
audience of fathers and mothers and sympathetic friends forgot their
fears and took the public work as a matter of course. To Miss
Kofler more than any other of the teachers this advance is
due. Some of her pupils are playing yet at concerts or are them-
selves teachers and help to keep with their own pupils the habit
of frequent recitals.

The Proctor School of Music, of 14 West Monument avenue,
Dayton, Ohio, was established in 1912 by Harry Wilson Proctor,
well known pianist and teacher of that city. The aim of the school,
from the beginning, was to provide serious music students with a
thorough musical education along lines that conform to the highest
modern educational ideals.

That this aim has been realized is evidenced by the rapid growth
of the school. Starting with a faculty of but three teachers, two
departments, and several studio rooms located on the top floor of
the Aeolian company, then on West Third street, the Proctor School
of Music now occupies an entire building, has a faculty of eleven
teachers and operates one branch school in West Carrollton, Ohio.

The school enjoys a large patronage of music students, an
increasing number of whom are becoming identified as successful
professional musicians of Dayton. The school offers complete
courses in piano, voice, violin, ’cello and clarinet. These depart-
ments are all under the direction of competent teachers who are
artists in their respective branch.
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A special course for young piano pupils called the “Proctor
Music course” is used by the school to provide children with a thor-
ough musical foundatidn from the beginning.

Graduations with diplomas are granted to those students who
qualify. As to the director himself, personally, Mr. Proctor was
born in Dayton in 1885, educated in the public schools and began
his study of music with the late Waldemar Sprague. His first essay
in music as a profession was to join an orchestra, after which he
organized the above described school of music first in Aeolian hall
and afterwards on Monument avenue. His wife was Miss Estella
Taylor of this city.

Dayton’s Industrial Contribution to the War i

It did not go for nothing that Dayton was “a city of a thousand
factories,” when war was declared. It was one of the centers to
which the government immediately turned for the help that it
needed—the production of war material. Many of our factories had
already been at it for the allied nations, before the entrance of the
United States into the belligerent ranks. Large quantities of shells
had gone to Russia when her emissaries came to us and bestowed
their orders; France and Italy had also been supplied-according to
their needs.

But with the declaration of war between us and Germany, a
new order was established. Within a few hours representatives of
the government were on the field for personal interviews. They
represented to our manufacturers both sides of the question—the
business side and the patriotic side. The manufacturers caught the
spirit and immediately large changes were under way. To thus
change the product of a factory meant in many cases the introduc-
tion of new machinery, the purchase of innumerable new tools, the
training of workers in untried work, and in some cases it meant the
construction of new and large buildings and the acquirement of
added territory, all of which was cheerfully done. And done also
under the strictest secrecy. The general public, ordinarily con-
versant with our manufacturing advantages, never dreamed of this
wholesale change that was taking place with unparalleled rapidity
in our midst.

The other side of the story must also be taken into considera-
tion—the changing back to peace production after the armistice.
Prior to November 11, 1918, our plants were turning out guns,
shells, tanks, synchronizers, bombing planes, and pistols. Suddenly
they were called to halt, change everything back again, and begin
once more to produce cash registers, pumps, starters, delco-light,
sewing machines, lasts, fare registers and other peace products.
They were left with piles of raw material that they could not use,
warehouses full of war products that the government no longer
wanted, buildings that gave more space than they could use, and
hundreds, no, thousands, of workers more than were needed, which
they hated to discharge. Moreover, large sums of money were
locked up in these repudiated orders which would take a long time
for the government to reimburse. The reconstruction of our manu-
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factories for war and the re-reconstruction for peace reads like a
fairy tale to the uninitiated, but a fairy tale that cost blood and tears
(figuratively speaking) to make true.

The De Haviland-4 Bombing Plane. By far the most impor-
tant contribution from Dayton factories to the war was the De Havi-
land bombing plane turned out by the Dayton-Wright Airplane
company. After the mission to the United States (led by Col.
Bolling) had decided on the type of machine to be produced on this
side, samples were sent and with them some not very definite in-
structions as to their construction. On July 18, 1917, the first De
Haviland was received in New York and, after being sent for exami-
nation to Washington, was then forwarded to Dayton, where it
arrived on August 15. This plane arrived without its engine and
lacking many other accessories later included in the equipment
of a fighting machine. The plane had to be re-designed and
altered to take the Liberty engine and our machine guns and
instruments.

The first De Haviland plane, known as the Canary Bird, was
completed in October and flown on the 29th by Howard M. Rine-
hart. It was used all that winter by the flying force and is now
exhibited as a relic of aircraft production in the Smithsonian Insti-
tution. ' Y e

During the months of December, January and February many
acute difficulties were met, struggled with an?overcome and on the
8th of April another plane known as No. 31 was finished and taken
as a model for all future planes. The characteristics of the De Havi-
land-4 as established by the No. 31 were as follows:

Endurance at 6,500 feet, full throttle....................c..... 2 hours, 13 minutes
Endurance at 6,500 feet, half throttle..................couvnee 3 hours, 3 minutes
Gl . ititiiiieieeaeerenraienaenenenreneronenssscnsnsennannes 19,500 feet
Climb to ten thousand feet (loaded).........cccovvvviiiiinvnniinnansn 14 minutes
Soeed at ground level..........coiiiiiiiiiiniiniiiiinnnnnns 124.7 miles per hour
Speed at 6,500 feet........ocvtiiiiiiiieieiiiiiieietettinnan 130 miles per hour
Speed at 10,000 fEet. ... ...iittiinriiitiiniariiarennatinaaaens 117 miles per hour
Speed at 15,000 feet .. ..113 miles per hour
Weight, bare plane......... e ereaereecresananaas 2,39t pounds
Weight, loaded..........ccoiitiiiiieiiinininnranrsncsnriarocnnnnes 3,582 pounds .

It must be explained for the benefit of the uninitiated that the
De Haviland-4 is an observation two-place biplane fully equipped
for fighting and with a Liberty motor. This type of machine was
adhered to throughout the time of production. The quantity pro-
duced is hereby given as an interesting fact when the difficulties of
quantity production in a thoroughly new and unfamiliar enterprise
are taken into consideration.

After the winter months had brought with them their results
of research and experiment, planes began to appear from the fac-
tory to the training field. In March there were four completed ; in
April, fifteen ; in May, a hundred and fifty-three; in June, three hun-
dred and thirty-six; in July, four hundred and eighty-four; in Au-
gust, eight hundred and ffty-seven; in October, a thousand and
ninety-seven ; in November, a thousand and seventy-two, and then
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the armistice put an end to production. A total of four thousand
five hundred and eighty-seven were completed and shipped over and
the output would have continued at the rate of a thousand a month
as long as the war demanded. -

ention must be made here of the remarkable work of Howard
Rinehart, who will be instantly remembered whenever the name
De Haviland-4 is spoken. To only a few is known the whole story
of Rinehart’s part in the development of the American air program.
An intrepid flyer, he was one of the first trained by Orville Wright
and after an extensive experience in radio work he became military
aeronaut, flying the Wright model H-S machine. Later in the
Wright flying school he trained over two hundred flyers and when
definitely connected with the Dayton-Wright Airplane company he
did the major portion of the develorment, flying with the De Havi-
land-4 machine. It is said that only those who went through that
discouraging winter of 1917-18 realize the degree of Rinehart’s devo-
tion to the work.

The National Cash Register Company’s War Work.—It was
quite early in the game when the cash register plant and all its facili-
ties were placed at the disposal of the government. A war work
committee was immediately appointed who started new contracts
through the factory, made priority rulings and saw that time sched-
ules were fulfilled. Cash register production was cut down to
twenty-five per cent of previous output and the balance of the line
of work was standardized. :

Special orders were cut down, production of non-essentials
stopped, women employed so as to release men and the plant re-
arranged. In addition two permanent buildings were immediately
put under construction with a total floor space of a hundred and
thirty-seven square feet, bringing the total of buildings in the plant
up to twenty-one.

One motto was adopted at the instigation of the president:
“War first and business second—if there is any time for business.”
Work was speeded up, the works going night and day, with the re-
sult that the war work was finished either on time or ahead of time.

Ten things were on the order to the N. C. R. plant from the gov-
ernment: (1) Metal fittings for standard J-1 training airplanes, for
which work it was necessary to have over a thousand new tools
made, six thousand detail parts constructed and a million five hun-
dred thousand units assembled, involving one hundred thousand
seven hundred and twenty hours’ work.

(2) Liberty motor parts, including over two million pieces
which had to be produced with the utmost accuracy and precision
and in the shortest possible time. Both were accomplished.

(3) Tel tacheometer. An instrument used to register the speed
of the propeller shaft; ten thousand made, requiring more than a mil-
lion parts, requiring in turn over two thousand tools and taking
fifty-five thousand hours’ work.

(4) Ailerons, rudders and stabilizers for two thousand D. H.
airplanes, requiring two hundred and nineteen thousand feet of
lumber, out of which were constructed eight thousand ailerons, two
thousand rudders and two thousand stabilizers.






]

]
i
]

" TR <R 38T

Pt ‘w&?%ﬂ_ Lexington, Ky., built by Col.

. :aqrgeshis bride, Elizabeth Lindsay.
00

..6. -g :g&:P' » "6-(';‘5
[ L FAS 4, JG (
SAEPTRin- hi A




iy = @ e

..ﬂ.I vwr AP ECCEEWY OEC CWC

$SH REGISTER WORKS

P
g
53
--a-

®F JOHN H. PATTERSON

&)

2=

7;-
i
’--.

l..g_ﬂ'lq
TR
£

[






THE STORY OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY 119

(5) Air speed indicators and pilot tubes; an instrument used to
record the air pressure on airplane. Order placed April 29, 1918.
First instrument finished seven days later. Seven hundred and five
made, faster than the shipping orders came in.

(6) Battery commander’s periscope bracket. Eleven thousand
seven hundred ordered, same delivereg. Two hundred and twenty-
one tools made ; nearly six thousand hours of work. '

(7) Battery commander’s tripod; nearly sixteen thousand or-
dered and made ; twenty-one thousand hours of work.

(8) Azimuth head for directing shell fire. Fifteen thousand
seven hundred and fifty ordered. Contract still running. Produc-
tion has reached over one hundred and twenty-five a day. Meas-
prelt;zents had to be accurate to the one ten-thousandth of an
inch.

(9) French bracket 75 mm. shrapnel fuse setter. Six thousand
ordered and ninety-nine hours of schedule time had been put in when
contract was canceled.

(10) Colt .45 automatic pistol. Five hundred thousand ordered.
Twenty-six million parts required. The shops were up to schedule
for the production of tools and machinery when the signing of the
armistice caused suspension of the contract.

The Davis Sewing Machine Company.—The work in this plant
for war production began in the spring of 1915 with the manufacture
of the 3-GT Russian fuse used by the Russian government on their
three-inch high explosive shells. This output continued for nearly
two years. After the United States entered the war the amount of
work done by the Davis company rapidly increased until at the time
of the signing of the armistice about sixty per cent of the factory
force was so engaged.

.For the United States government the Davis company made the
Russian type mark I fuse and the French type mark V fuse. The
latter was made in both the delay and non-delay type and were used
in the 75 mm. shells. Production continued on the Russian type
mark I fuse for about six months and on the French type mark V
fuse for nearly a year.

The detonator department contained about fifty-five thousand
square feet of floor space and employed over seven hundred men and
women. By them some millions of fuses were produced and the
company’s record was second to none in the country engaged in
similar work. .

The bicycle department was one of the three sources of supply
for the government, which was furnished with a specially con-
structed military model Dayton bicycle, which was used in both the
United States and France.

The sewing machine department manufactured a specially con-
structed sewing machine for use in the United States balloon corps.
Davis-made types of sewing machines were widely used by manu-
facturers of tents, balloons, knapsacks, leggings and similar prod-
ucts, while Davis machines of the family type were used at various
Red Cross centers.

The forge department, which is one of the best equipped of the
kind in Ohio, produced parts as follows: 12 parts for fuse centers, 4
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parts for Liberty motors, 4 parts for the De Haviland-4 airplane, 1

part for the Dietrick-Lorraine airplane motor, 2 parts for army

{"lacks, 2 parts for navy rigging, 3 parts for army trucks and 1 part for
ospital fan.

The Story of the Tanks.—For two years Dayton people read
the New York papers for every scrap of information they could pick
up on the subject of those wonderful and mysterious machines of
modern warfare—tanks. Yet, had they gone out over the Herman
avenue bridge in Riverdale and turned to the right, if they could
have seen through a heavy and high board fence and got by the
armed sentry at the gate, they would have seen tanks not only in
course of manufacture, but several of them trundling around in the
large enclosure that surrounds the Maxwell Motor Car company,
being tried out for their future career on the Flanders battle front.
But the censorship was rigid. Nobody saw the tanks or knew that
with four French tanks as models, with French officials as con-
sultants and two thousand workmen in the shops, the Maxwell com-
pany and the Platt Iron works were busy making in quantity these
modern military monsters.

Had the war lasted a few months longer Dayton, in addition to
being“the air-metropolis of the world, would have also been recog-
nized as the leading city in the United States in the manufacture of
tanks. To have been the center of the tank industry in the nation, it
was only necessary that the war should have lasted some three
months longer. It is now definitely known that the facilities here
were so much better than elsewhere, skilled labor so plentiful, shop
equipment so complete, that the government would never have
looked elsewhere for this industry. In fact large contracts with the
Ford and the Hudson companies were entirely shut off.

Tank construction in Dayton began in the closing days of 1917.
Like airplane production, the story of tank production was a long
list of difficulties. First the difficulty in translating French plans,
then that of securing the necessary parts of the tank. Many of the
smaller parts had never been constructed before and on account of
their unusual shape and structure no profit could be made and con-
cerns fought shy of the job. But all difficulties were overcome, and
now that the smoke of battle has cleared away and they can see the
work “en large,” the manufacturers at the head of this unusual in-
dustry may congratulate themselves that their record for accom-
plishment is so good. Also that their department of the military
service is among the few that escaped criticism and investigation.

Tank construction in Dayton really began in the closing days of
December, 1917, but it was not until months afterward that this fact
was generally known. Appearance of the tanks on the streets of the
city in the “Armistice” celebration was the first intimation that the
general public had that they were being manufactured here. Ap-
proximately four hundred and fifty tanks had been built and tested
in Dayton before November 11. Overseas shipping had started and
tanks were leaving Dayton every day for Cincinnati, where the
joined the army convoys and proceeded by train to the seaboard,
whelx"e ghe were lifted by derricks into waiting vessels and started
to the front. .
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It is stated with authority that tanks will continue to be pro-
duced in Dayton under the original contracts. Three thousand and
ninety were to have been completed under the first order. The pro-
duction was at the rate of from two to seven daily. As the tank left
the Dayton plants it was ready for action with the exception of in-
stalling the guns and ammunition. In a short time longer they
would have been equipped with wireless apparatus. There is now
on hand at the factories $10,000,000 worth of tank material, including
valuable parts that can be used for no other purpose. No new raw
materials are being procured. If tanks continue to be manufactured
it will be for the following reasons: To replace tanks borrowed from
the French; to have a number of tanks on hand as a part of the pre-
paredness program; to give employment to labor which will and
is suffering from too prompt demobilization.

Early in the war the Platt Iron works offered to build a large
number of the small type of “one-man” tanks of the design developed
by Renault in France which has proved so successful on account of
the rapid movement and speed of maneuvering. After protracted
negotiations concerning points of construction and methods of man-
ufacture an order for over fourteen hundred tanks was placed by the
government and simultaneously the Platt Iron works made exten-
sive plans for rapid production.

ne large building was completely cleared of the machinery it
contained and converted into an assembling building. At a later
date a part of the foundry was also cleared and converted to the same
use. e machinery of parts was performed in the general machine
shop, a large number oF special machine tools being purchased for
the purpose. However, the speed of production was such that all
the parts could not possibly be made in the company’s own factory
and a part of the plan originally contemplated involved placing sub-
contracts for all such parts as were adapted to the special equipment
and facilities of other factories. At one time there were as many as
five hundred sub-contractors, furnishing various parts to the Platt
Iron Works company.

The work of organizing, correlating, checking and inspecting
the mass of work involved in such contracts, not only to get the work
out with the required speed and accuracy, but also to satisfy the
strict requirements of the government as to accounting and other
records, was a task of great magnitude, particularly in view of the
many novel features involved, the frequent modifications in design
and methods which had to be observed.

As the great production machine was set in motion many un-
foreseen difficulties arose that had to be overcome. The design was
based on the French design and French methods. American prac-
tice was found in some instances to be totally unable to take care of
this and the great machine was slowed up by reason of some sub-
contractor discovering this and throwing the productions program
out of gear. All of which vast transactions involved had to be con-
ducted according to the rules established by the priorities division of
the War Industrial board, which rules were embraced in many pub-
lications subject to frequent changes and revision.
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However, all these problems were at last solved and production
started. The first delivery of finished tanks began to come forward
in the fall of 1918, though coincident with this delivery and further
back in the line of production the parts for all the machines were
completed and on hand for the entire order. The initial requirement
of fourteen hundred tanks involved an estimated expenditure of
about $7,000,000.

With the signing of the armistice the program was halted and
as soon as a definite decision was reached it was decided by the

overnment to complete only three hundred and twenty-five tanks.
%onsiderable delay attended this decision, so that the last of the
tanks was not completed before April 30, at which time they were
being finished at the rate of four a day—one every hundred and fifty
minutes.

These machines were shipped to their various destinations, but
the storage buildings of the Platt Iron works are still filled, ceiling-
high, with parts of tanks, boxed, checked and marked, the vistas of
these being silently eloquent of immense activity and expendi-
ture.

Shell Production in the Platt Iron Works.—In 1915 the Russian
government contracted with the Platt Iron works for a million three-
inch shells, for which purpose a splendid building was erected and
equipped with the most modern shell-making machinery. A further
contract for an equal number came from the same source. At the
conclusion of these contracts, there being such demand for ma-
chinery of this description and the United States not being in the
war, the company was about to accept an offer for the equipment
when officials from our government approached the management
(as they did other large manufacturers) to retain its machinery in
case of the United States being involved.

Shortly after, war was declared and the government imme-
diately placed one order for a hundred thousand army shells followed
by another for the same number of navy shells, both of which orders
were filled. Subsequently an order for 800,000.75 mm. shells was
given, which order was doubled at a later date.

Work on the contracts went on, even after the armistice was
signed, until January, at which time it permanently ceased on all 75
mm. contracts. The output of the plant reached from six to eight
thousand shells a day, or three hundred an hour. Preparations were
completed to double that output. In connection with these figures
it must be remembered that shells are made of the very hardest steel
and must be constructed with an accuracy of approximately one-
thousandth of an inch in many of their dimensions.

The action of the government in canceling its contracts was to
ask all manufacturers to submit claims covering losses by reason of
cancelation. Inasmuch as very large sums had been invested in
preparation work and special appliances, the setting up of a claim
proved to be a very complicated matter.

The Ohmer Fare Register Company and the War.—In the sum-
mer of 1917 the Ohmer Fare Register company was busily engaged
in the manufacture of its regular products. These consisted of indi-
cating and recording fare registers for use in electric railway cars
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and records in taximeters for taxicabs. The fare registers were al-
ready in general use throughout the country and the demand for
them increasing. The taximeter, though a newer device, was also
rapidly increasing in popularity and the future of the business from
a peace time standpoint was assured.

During the period of the war before the United States threw
down the gauntlet to German autocracy, many tempting war con-
tracts had been offered the company, which, however, were in-
variably turned down. When America entered the war, however,
Mr. John F. Ohmer, president of the company, and his board of
directors offered the entire facilities of the plant to the government
and a contract, the first of three, was undertaken. This contract
was placed by the Navy Department and called for the manufacture
of one thousand mounts and sights for three-inch naval guns.

The factory, although well equipped for the making of its origi-
nal output, including recording devices and the finer and more deli-
cate parts of gun sights, was far from being able at that stage of the
game to handle heavy steel castings weighing thousands ot pounds
and requiring large electric cranes to move them. Fortunately, how-
ever, the factory had been built with a view to early expansion and
there was plenty of adjoining land to accommodate other buildings.
Forty days after signing the first government contract a large tract
of land occupied by a maturing crop of potatoes was transformed
into the site of a brick and steel factory building, equipped with
electric cranes and with the machinery running. The German sub-
marines were then at the climax of their history of frightfulness, and
every agency toward rapid and early production of the sadly needed
gun mounts was utilized.

Contracting to manufacture gun mounts and sights meant to
manufacture the entire gun with the exception of the barrel and the
optical instrument or telescope. Anyone who has ever studied the
mechanism necessary to train a naval gun, the devices for taking up
the recoil, the fine co-ordination of parts necessary to make an effec-
tive and reliable weapon, will appreciate the monumental task
accepted by these producers of registers and taximeters.

The making of fine tools had already won for the company a
reputation for accuracy and the tool-making departments immedi-
ately started on a task which required the finest and closest work.
On December 11, 1917, an additional contract was entered into call-
ing for five hundred and sixty-five mounts and sights for four-inch
naval guns. This meant a still further increase in the equipment of
the plant for the handling of still heavier castings. The existing or-
ganization had already been keyed up to the necessary pitch of speed
and was able to handle the additional work, but new buildings had to
be built and built quickly. New machinery had to be purchased, to
say nothing of the vast increase in the amount of raw material re-

uired. This contract was followed by a third, calling for five hun-
ed more of the four-inch mounts and sights and the contract was
promptly accepted.

Early in the year 1918, gun mounts and sights began to be
shipped and soon there was a constant flow of the units to the sea-
board, where necessary tests having been made they were loaded
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onto merchantmen for protection against the submarine. The au-
thorities at Washington found the products of this Dayton factory
to be good and the rate of production entirely satisfactory. The
Ohmer Fare Register company at this time was practically the only
source of supply in the country for three-inch naval mounts and
sights. The four-inch mounts necessarily got into production a
little later. These were beginning to leave the factory in satisfac-
tory quantities at the time the armistice was signed.

International Clay Machinery and the War.—Contracts were
taken by the International Clay Machinery company in the early
part of 1918 for forty thousand 75 mm. high explosive shells, being a
direct contract from the Ordnance department of the United States
government and a result of former orders filled for them.

There were many delays, due to the difficulties in getting ma-
chine tools, but at the time the armistice was signed thirty thousand
shells had been shipped. .

When the emergency fleet program was started the Interna-
tional sub-contracted with the following firms for the manufacture
of turning engines: The Hooven-Owens Rentschler company, Ham-
ilton, Ohio ; the Badenhausen company, Philadelphia ; the Ingersoll-
Rand company, Phillipsburg, N. J.; the Hardie-Tynes company,
Birmingham, Ala. The “turning engine” is the starting engine on the
large 2,800-horsepower marine engine for bilge pumps, evaporator
feed pumps and other 2,800-horsepower parts complete. These con-
tracts were partially canceled on March 1, 1919; the remainder were
filled by April 1.

In addition to these war orders the International did consider-
able work for the gas mask plants of the Gas Defense division in
the way of gas producers, annealing cars and structural equipment.
In short, for the six months directly preceding the armistice, this
firm had virtually abandoned its original product and was doing
ninety-eight per cent war work.

The Dayton Metal Products Company’s War Work.—This firm
was incorgorated April 28, 1915, and the first contract secured was
on May 19 from the Canadian Car & Foundary company for 1,500,-
000 3 G T Russian detonating fuses, which contract was rapidly fol-
lowed by one from J. P. Morgan & Co. for the same for the British
government in February of the next year for 1,000,000 3 G T detonat-
ing fuses and 1,000,000 4 G T of the same.

On January 13, 1916, on November 2, 1916, and January 6, 1917,
respectively, came contracts from the International Steel & Ord-
nance company for 1,000,000, for 250,000 and for 50,000 3 G T Rus-
sian detonating fuses. On May 8, 1916, the United States Navy
?epartment contracted for 22000 3 G T Russian detonating

uses,

All these contracts were completed by March, 1917. Again in
April, 1917, the United States Navy department contracted for 12,-
000 4 G T Russian detonating fuses, while the United States Ord-
nance department ordered 1,000,000 of the 3 G T fuses, which was
later changed to Mark 1 U. S. detonating fuses and the quantity re-
duced to 750,000 because of the reduction of ordnance requirements
for this type of ammunition.




THE STORY OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY 125

Another contract from the United States Ordnance department
was dated February 22, 1918, and called for 1,585,000 Mark 11
detonating fuses, of which 1,750,000 had been completed up to the
time the armistice was signed and nearly all the parts necessary to
com%!ete the contract were in process of manufacture.

he Dayton Metal Products company, due to its close associa-
tion with the Dayton-Wright Airplane company and the dominant
position that Dayton has always held in matters of aviation, espe-
cially during the war, started to manufacture parts for airplanes in
the ¥atter part of the year 1917. In this work they specialized on
turnbuckles, tie rods, clevises, clevis pins, bolts and thimbles and up
to the time of the signing of the armistice had produced the
startling quantity of 2,000,000 turnbuckles, 600,000 tie rods complete
with clevises and 2,250,000 thimbles. The romance behind such
gigantic production can only be imagined by those on the inside
of war work.

Other Dayton Concerns Making War Products.—The Dayton
Malleable Iron works was doing ninety-eight per cent of government
war work when the armistice was declared. It consisted of several
thousand tons of malleable castings used in the assembling of fight-
ing tanks both in this country and in England; fuse caps for trench
mortar shells; wire rope clips for the Navy department, used in lay-
ing mines ; locomotive and freight car castings for the United States
Railroad administration, and a number of other orders used in mis-
cellaneous war work.

The Automatic Machine company furnished for the Curtiss Air-
plane & Motor corporation seventeen orders for forming dies, pro-
gressive dies, piercing dies, assembly fixtures, stamping dies, cutters
and holders. Work was nearly completed at time armistice was
signed. Balance was canceled. For the Dayton Stamping & Tool
company, tools, jigs and fixtures. Work covered six or seven
months and was entirely completed. For the Dayton-Wright Air-
plane company, special parts used in construction of airplanes;
orders extending over a period of eight or nine months. All com-
pleted. For the Dayton-Ohio Production company, die pot bush-
ings, adapters, centering rings. All completed. %or the Dayton
‘Wire Wheel company, drill holders, thread gauges, plug gauges, ring
gauges, all for use for cartridge containers, and other government
work. All completed. Work extending over about rour months for
Interstate Motor company of Muncie, Ind., consisting of drill jigs
and special fixtures. ork all completed. During the entire year
had work on hand for the Maxwell Motor company, on which were
employed from twenty to thirty-five men full time and sometimes
four or five nights a week. All government work and all completed.

For the Platt Iron works for seven or eight months, all govern-
ment work and all completed. Several large orders for gun mounts
for the Recording Devices company, all completed and all delivered.
Several smaller orders for the Dayton Manufacturing company, the
C. ]J. Weinmann company and the Ohmer Fare Register company.

The Green & Green Cracker Company.—While the great manu-
facturing plants of Dayton were sidetracked from their original
products to make munitions during the war, Green & Green speeded
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up on their own to make war material of a different sort. Six million
five hundred thousand pounds of hard bread was their record in
the great struggle to conquer militarism.

The story of a big bakery taking its enormous facilities for pro-
duction into the war, conquering all the problems of making, pack-
ing and shipping the huge quantities of bread needed by the Ameri-
can army, makes a thrilling story. At the breaking of relations with
Germany the government called upon the Green & Green Cracker
company for the manufacture of hard bread for the soldiers abroad.
One word was sufficient to stop the production of a commodity to
which they had given years of study, to undertake an entirely new
product and the response was immediate and whole-souled.

The problem was to deliver to the men in the trenches a hard
bread in perfect condifion, clean, pure and sweet. To this end air
and gas tight containers must be used—tin containers so tightly
soldered that the contents would be perfectly protected when opened
in the mud of the trenches and in any kind of weather; and the con-
tainers as well as the bread must be made in the factory. To this
end special machinery was designed and installed. Two eight-hour
shifts of the six hundred employees were arranged. Four hundred
people were fed every day at the factory. An average day’s run of
flour was four hundred and fifty-eight barrels, which, if superim-
posed one upon the other, would make a stack higher than the Eiffel
tower. Fifty-three carloads of tin plate were used in making hard
bread containers. A day’s shipment averaged a hundred and twenty
thousand pounds of packages, and the whole output, the final protest
ggainst German “Kultur,” was six and a half million pounds of hard

read.

- The eight months of war work being over, the Green & Green
company resumed the manufacture of the cracker for which they
have become famous, but the memory of their contribution to the
great struggle will remain a substantial satisfaction.

For a whole lifetime in the manufacturing annals of Dayton,
one of the standard products was “Wolf’s cracker,” a crisp, salty,
toothsome dainty. No housekeeper was ever without them in her
larder. It was an institution in itself. In November, 1896, this in-
dustry was taken over by the Greens—John W. and Weston Green—
who continued to manufacture a cracker just as satisfactory as the
Wolf cracker, the same formula, but carefully made by modern ma-
chinery and under strictly sanitary conditions. There were no
stockholders at the time and the business was carried on entirely by
the father and son in the Music Hall building on North Main street.
The company was incorporated June 28, 1916. Before that a new
factory had been constructed on the corner of Cincinnati and Con-
cord streets, into which they moved in December, 1907.

The Green & Green company ascribe their success and con-
stant progress to several factors; the satisfying of public taste not
only by producing a healthful and appetizing food at a nominal price
but to the care with which it is treated in the factory. Other factors
in the business are the advertising of their product over a limited
territory and marketing the same through a well organized sales
force. The territory covered is within a radius of about one hun-
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dred and fifty miles from Dayton with sales branches at Columbus,
Springfield and Lima. ,

The company has had a steady growth since its organization
t:_md additions are being made each year to the office and sales
orce.

The Recording Devices Company and the Synchronizers.—
‘While the volume of war work done by this company was small in
comparison to some, the nature of the devices manufactured was
most important in that the safety of the aviator depended upon the
absolute mechanical correctness of the devices in the operation of
the airplane.

Among the many appliances with which every battle plane was
equipped was the synchronizing generator. This was a device at-
tached to the Liberty motor which synchronized with the revolu-
tions of the propeller, so that the gunner who sat immediately be-
hind and in line with the propeller could fire as fast as he desired
without the missiles striking the revolving blades. It can be easily
seen that the slightest defect in the mechanism of this device placed
the lives of the occupants in jeopardy. Of the ten thousand or more
which were manufactured by this company and attached to the
battle planes, the device was so perfect in its mechanism that in no
case was there found an instance where it did not perform the work
for which it was intended. The Recording Devices company was
one of the two companies selected by the government to manufac-
ture this device. Other devices manufactured by the Recording De-
vices company were the following: Double and single gun yokes,
duplex triggers, gun sight equipment, wing tip flare holders, bomb
release mechanism and operating, safety and control handles, all
most important for the complete equipment of the battle plane. It
must be understood that when the government came to the Record-
ing Devices company requesting them to get into production on
these devices all of them were in more or less an experimental stage
and that none had been fully developed. Great credit should be
given the officers and employees of the company for the manner in
which they put aside their regular peace production and at once
launched into war work. Material was hard to get and labor was
scarce. Great assistance was given this company by the selection
of many enlisted men of the different cantonments throughout the
United States, whose records showed that they were expert me-
chanics, and upon the request of the company these men were fur-
loughed and detailed to work in the dplant of the company, and to
them should be given as much credit as though they had gone
overseas.

Banking

So rapid was the immigration into the beautiful Miami valley
during the early years of the eighteenth century that the impulse
given to trade soon necessitated the establishment of banks, for
notes and specie were taking the place of skins and farm products as
mediums of exchange.

Under the name of the “Dayton Manufacturing company,” the
first bank in the settlement of Dayton was incorporated November
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11, 1813, by Messrs. Henry Brown, J. G. Burns, J. H. Crane, John
Ewing, Philip Gunckel, Joseph Peirce, H. G. Phillips, William M.
Smith, and Isaac Spinning, but no further action was taken until
the following year, when a board of directors was elected consisting
of Isaac G. Burnett, John Compton, Joseph H. Crane, William
Eaker, John Ewing, Maddox Fisher, Chas. Russell Greene, David
Griffin, George Groves, Fielding Gosney, D. C. Lindsay, Joseph
Peirce, David Reid, N. S. Schenck, Benjamin Van Cleve, and John
H. Williams; Messrs. H. G. Phillips and George S. Houston were
the choice of the directors for the respective offices of president and
cashier of the new fiscal institution, with salaries fixed at the mu-
nificent sums of $150 and $400. The directors of this bank were men
who started many of the successful commercial enterprises of the
county seat of Montgomery county, and their business sagacity and
energy, in numerous cases, have been handed down to their descend-
ants who today are strongly identified, not only with the wide busi-
ness activities of the Dayton of the twentieth century, but also with
its progress along all lines of civic development.

With a capital stock of $61,055, on the 18th of August, 1814,
the Dayton Manufacturing company began its financial dealings
with the people of Dayton and Montgomery county, in a stone house
erected by it on a lot on the east side of North Main street, the loca-
tion and building costing $2,800. The house stood for many years,
an evidence of the commercial enterprise that was eventually to
widen and strengthen until Dayton should take rank with the lead-
ing, commercially alert, cities of the middle west.

Ten months after the Dayton Manufacturing company had
opened its doors for business, it issued its first public statement,
and it is interesting to read that its assets footed up a sum of
$123,505.21; its individual deposits amounting to $19,171.51. Its
first large loan was a patriotic one of $11,120 to the national govern-
ment for aid in the prosecution of the war with England. Like nu-
merous other fiscal institutions in the early period of our history as
a republic and a state, the Dayton Manufacturing company did not
escape the nefarious skill of the counterfeiter’s pen, and many of
the small bills issued by it were fraudulently raised to notes of
larger denomination. In the year 1831, the bank took a new charter
under the name of the Dayton bank, and for twelve years longer
continued to‘hold the confidence of the people of Dayton and Mont-
gomery county ; but the hostile attitude of President Andrew Jack-
son to the United States bank, and the refusal of Ohio’s legislative
solons to renew its character, led to the closing of its doors in the
early winter of the year of 1843.

Two things in the history of the first bank of Dayton are worthy
of particular note. In the summer of the year 183/ it stood alone
among all the banks then established in the United States, in its
refusal to obey the treasury order of President Jackson; and it was
also one of three banks that, during that period of financial stress,
continued to pay specie to its patrons. And, in addition, it has the
honorable record of never having lost a dollar to either a depositor
or note-holder.
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The Winters National bank, located in its handsome rooms at
the corner of Second and Main streets in the city of Dayton, proudly
and it seems justly lays claim to being the “lineal descendant” of
the old Dayton bank. There is no more prominent figure in Day-
ton’s early financial history than that of Mr. Valentine Winters. A
Pennsylvanian by birth, he was a child of only two years of age
when, in the year 1809, his parents crossed the Alleghenies to found
a home in the fertile, beautiful lands of the Miami valley. His first
work was employment in a brickyard at Germantown, from which
place he came to Dayton, taking a place as clerk in the dry goods
store of Mr. Andrew Irwin, later serving in the same capacity with
the mercantile firm of Harshman & Rench, where his ability won
quick recognition and he was taken into partnership. In later years
Mr. Winters was a foremost figure not only in the bankinf circles of
Dayton, but was also actively interested as organizer of the Ohio
Valley bank in Cincinnati, and for nine years held the office of presi-
dent of the Preble County State bank, and also found time to lend
a hand in the organization of railroads not only in Ohio, but with
Messrs. E. F. Drake and Jonathan Harshman built the first railroad
in Minnesota, a short line connecting the cities of Minneapolis and
St. Paul. A most interesting fact is associated with the establish-
ment of the second Dayton bank, and which the Winters National
bank asserts is trustworthy proof of what might be called direct
ancestry.

In 1843, the year preceding the closing of the first, original
Dayton bank, it paid over to Mr. Jonathan Harshman the sum of
$45,000, which amount was in lieu of his bank stock and deposits.
The payment being made in silver, it necessitated the employment of
a carrier, and in the darkness of the night this large amount of cur-
rency was removed on a dray by Messrs. Valentine Winters and
Abraham Overlease to the safety of a vault under a room later occu-
pied by Jerry Wollaston’s cigar store, in an old building that stood
where the present Callahan bank building is now located. Here, in
the very heart of the little city, it lay undisturbed until the year
1845, when a new organization, under the old name of the Dayton
bank, with Mr. Jonathan Harshman as president and Mr. Valentine
Winters as cashier, announced its readiness and ability to conduct
financial transactions with the community at large. The $45,000
of silver currency, which had remained so long secreted in the dark-
ness of the vault, was used as a part of the capital stock of the new
bank, which did its business in the little room destined in later years
to be a cigar store. This bank took its charter under the inde-
pendent law of Ohio.

The death of Mr. Jonathan Harshman, sr., president of the
Dayton bank, in the year 1850, brought about the closing of its doors
in 1852, Its affairs passed into the care of the New Exchange bank,
incorporated the same year by Messrs. Valentine Winters, R. R.
Dickey, Jonathan Harshman and James R. Young, under the name
of Harshman, Winters & Co., its location being at the northeast
corner of Third and Main streets; after several years of successful
financiering, Messrs. Young and Dickey withdrew from the part-

nership, and the management of the bank passed into the hands of
o
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Mr. Winters and his son, Jonathan H. Winters, under the firm name
of V. Winters & Son.

After a record of a quarter of a century of successful public serv-
ice, this bank was reorganized as the Winters National bank, with
Jonathan H. Winters as president and J. C. Reber, cashier.

The present condition of the Winters National bank is a splen-
did testimonial to its integrity as a trustworthy factor in the com-
mercial activities of Dayton and Montgomery county, but equall
well to the wondrous growth and increase of the business and effi-
ciency which has added so materially, not only to the wealth and
prosperity of both city and county, but likewise to that of the whole
Miami valley and state. In the year 1888, the combined deposits of
all the Dayton banks amounted only to $3,000,000. The deposits in
the Winters National bank on the last day of December, 1918,
amounted to $4,601,005.77. In the short space of nine months, Sep-
tember 12, 1919, the deposits aggregated $4,963,189.78. The total
resources, on the same date, being $9,159,705.78.

The present management of the Winters National bank is in
the hands of Mr. Valentine Winters, president; Messrs. Lee Warren
James and €. C. Bosler, vice-presidents; Mr. Russell H. Tompert,
cashier, and Mr. Harry O. Wachter, assistant cashier. Boards of
directors, Messrs. Lee Warren James, Howard F. Marston, Frank
Hill Smith, S. Rufus Jones, Frank B. Currigan, Robert R. Dickey,
Joseph Herzstam, Ezra F. Kimmel and Valentine Winters.

Y‘Iames foremost in the early history of the commercial and
financial activities of Dayton and Montgomery county are linked
with the establishment of the Dayton National bank when, on the
21st day of May, in the year 1845, it was first organized as the
Dayt&:)xo branch of the State Bank of Ohio, with a capital stock of

Strange pictures come before the mental vision as one reads the
life-story of the men to whom both city and county are indebted
for their foundation of business integrity and achievement. On the
first board of directors are found men who, today, are recognized as
leaders, whose clear vision foresaw the wondrous potentialities of
the beautiful Miami valley and, undeterred by their primitive en-
vironment of log cabins, stump-dotted streets, and deprivation of the
thousand and one things now considered as essential to the comfort
of modern life, projected and built not only their own financial suc-
cess, but also “blazed a trail” of honest endeavor and compensating
attainment for all following in their footsteps.

Of this early board of directors, perchance, the most prominent
was Mr. Peter (gdlin, who held the presidency of the bank from its
organization as a branch of the Ohio State bank in 1845, and after
its re-organization as the Dayton National bank, until his death in
the year 1872. A truly representative man was this same Peter
Odlin: A lawyer of ability, as is seen in his respective partnershi
with the Hon. Robert C. Schenck and John G. Lowe. Interested in
politics, for not only did he sit as Montgomery county’s choice in the
Ohio state legislature, but was a delegate to the national convention
at Philadelphia which gave the presidential nomination to General
Taylor, and his name found place on the electoral ticket for John C.



THE STORY OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY 131

Fremont. Eager for the development of Montgomery county and
the whole Miami valley, Mr. Odlin embraced every opportunity to
advocate the building of good roads, and was especially active in the
construction of the Mad River & Lake Erie railroad, the first line to
reach Dayton.

The first public statement of the Dayton branch of the State
bank, published in August, 1845, announced its assets as amounting
to $83,542.98. The state of Ohio has been given the honor of leading
in the organization of National banks. The National Banking law
was enacted by congress in the spring of 1863, and in the middle of
the ensuing June the First National bank of Dayton opened its doors
to its patrons, and a week later the Second National bank was ready
for business. Before the close of the year 1864, the Dayton branch
of the State Bank of Ohio had swung into line under the name of
the Dayton National bank. Its existence during its connection with
the Ohio State bank was of singulay credit and praiseworthy integ-
rity. Never during the twenty years it so ably served the commu-
nity did it suspend payment for a day, promptly paid its dividends,
and had the gratification of dividing a handsome surplus before
beginning its new experience as a National fiscal institution.

For nearly half a century the Dayton National bank transacted
business at the southeast corner of Jefferson and Third streets, but
in the spring of the year 1906 moved into its present handsome and
conveniently arranged offices in its own building, located at 19 East
Third street, designed by Mr. Robert E. Dexter, a leading architect
of Dayton.

With a capital of $300,000 and surplus and profits amounting to
$180,000, the Dayton National bank is pushing steadily forward,
supported by the confidence of the community which it so ably
serves. Its present officers are Mr. S. W. Davies, president; Mr.
E. D. Grimes, vice-president ; Mr. R. S. Wilcock, cashier, and Messrs.
H. C. Hull and W. E. Enyeart, assistant cashiers. The following
gentlemen comprise its board of directors: S. W. Davies, W. H.
Simms, E. D. Grimes, C. A. Craighead, H. R. Simonds, Thos. Elder
and A. M. Kittredge.

In the short space of thirty years, the American National bank
of Dayton has developed into one of the strongest and most reliable
fiscal organizations in the upper Miami valley. Its incorporation
papers bear date of March 29, 1889, and its three decades of experi-
ence have entrenched it deeply in the confidence of its patrons. The
last financial statement of tge bank, published June 30, 1919, shows
assets aggregating $1,764,992.01. e officers and directors of the
institution are men “whose word is as good as their bond,” who
manage and direct the affairs of the bank in strict conformity with
unswerving business rectitude, thus retaining the confidence of their
patrons and adding to their splendid financial credit. The officers
of the American National bank at the present time are Mr. J. Edward
Sauer, president ; Mr. O. M. Poock, vice-president; Mr. F. W. Hecht,
cashier, and Mr. R. E. Davis, assistant cashier. - Assisting in the
official control as members of the board of directors are Messrs.
Fred Cappel, H. L. Ferneding, E. A. Leonard, L. S. Reibold and
C. E. Undperwood.
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The activities of the Third National bank of Dayton began
with the demise of the Second National bank of the city, which was
established June 22, 1863, in a room at 28 North Jefferson street,
where, for six years, it daily added to its reputation for sound busi-
ness methods and financial integrity. Its capital stock was $100,000,
and its officers and directors men connected with manz of the thriv-
ing commercial interests of the growing town. Its first president
and cashier were, respectively, Messrs. Jonathan Harshman and
D. C. Rench; the former, son of the man who, as farmer, miller, dis-
tiller and merchant, soon became one of the wealthiest men in the
history of Montgomery county, and in the middle of the century was
strongly identified with the banking interests of Dayton. Mr. D. C.
Rench was of a “well-to-do” family, his father at one time being a
partner in the mercantile business with Mr. Jonathan Harshman,
sr., the firm also controlling a number of boats on the canal route
between Cincinnati and Dayton.

The first board of diregtors of the Second National bank were
men of staunch business probity and actively engaged in forwarding
the commercial enterprises of Dayton and Montgomery county. Mr,
William P. Huffman, whose grandfather built the first stone house
in the town, which stood on the site now occupied by the Beckel
house on the corner of Third and Jefferson streets; T. S. Babbitt,
L. R. Pfoutz, James Perrine, one of the city’s most successful mer-
chants and still held in remembrance by Dayton’s oldest citizens
for his “high inteﬂ'ity, truthfulness and honesty;” Robert Cham-
bers, George W. Kneisley, N. B. Darst, Jonathan Harshman and
D. C. Rench.

An interesting incident connected with the history of the Third
National bank during its existence under the name of the Second
National bank is associated with the Civil war. It was at the time
of the John Morgan raid, when all of southern Ohio was terrified
at the daring of the doughty invader. Two things were badly
wanted by this buccaneer southerner, money and g:)rses. and in
order to disappoint him in his first desire, should his boldness bring
him to Dayton, the cashier of the bank carried its funds to a bank in
Toledo. On the 27th day of April, 1882, the bank was re-organized
as the Third National bank of Dayton, many of those connected with
its former life as the Second National bank still remaining at the
head of the new organization. Mr. W. P. Huffman was honored
with the office of president by the directors, and Mr. Charles E.
Drury elected cashier.

he late theory advanced by Dr. Osler that men were unfit for
business activity after they had touched the sixtieth boundary line
of human existence, was disproved in the election of the third presi-
dent of the bank in the year 1909, when Mr. Rufus J. King was
intrusted with the duties involved in that high office, although the
summers and winters of ninety years had already been counted by
him. Living up to its motto, “Courtesy with service,” the Third
National bank of Dayton is today one of the strongest fiscal insti-
tutions of the upper Miami valley. Its resources, according to its
financial statement, published in the month of May, 1919, amounted
‘o $3,450,171.92. Its officers are Mr. Chas. J. Moore, president;
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Mr. J. S. Mclntire, vice-president; Mr. J. F. Mueller, cashier; Mr.
W.h_ . Gerber, assistant cashier; Mr. J. A. Wessalosky, assistant
cashier.

The Third National bank ere long will meet its friends and
patrons in one of the handsomest, most modern buildings in the city
of Dayton, having purchased property on east Main street, between
Second and Third streets, for which 1t paid $325,000. The location
being 195 feet in depth, with a frontage of 116 feet, permits the erec-
tion of a building elegant in exterior and furnishing ample room for
all fiscal business, and also for the modern office structure that will
be erected in connection with the new bank.

The fiscal institution known in the business activities of Dayton
and Montgomery county as the Fourth National bank, was incor-
porated January 12, 1888, and first opened its doors to its patrons on
the northeast corner of Jefferson and:Third streets.

The present offices of the bank are on the first floor of the hand-
some new building recently erected on North Main street by the
Dayton Savings and Trust company, and no bank in the city has
more elegantly equipped or conveniently arranged offices for trans-
action of business. The officers of the bank today are Mr. F. A.
Funkhouser, president; Mr. W. F. Hockett, vice-president; Mr.
G. 111\ Funkhouser, jr., cashier, and Mr. A. H. Callahan, assistant
cashier.

With its resources of $2,211,671.88, the First Savings and Bank-
ing company of Dayton transacts its business at 25-27 South Main
street of that city. Its officers are Mr. Obed W. Irvin, president,
and Mr. Francis W. Gruen, cashier, who are also members of the
board of directors.

In the year 1870, the increasing financial interests of Dayton
and the fast growing prosperity of the entire county, was sufficient
guarantee to a number of Dayton’s moneyed men, to warrant the
establishment of another bank, with the result that on February 15,
1871, the Merchants’ National bank announced to the public that it
stood ready to serve their interests. The officers and directors of
the new bank were men of wealth and possessed the confidence of
the people of the upper Miami valley. Mr. John Powell was the
first president and Mr. A. S. Estabrook cashier of the new corpo-
ration. For two years Mr. Powell served as presiding officer, but
in 1873 was succeeded by Mr. D. E. Mead, who held the position
until his death in the fall of the year 1891, and thirty-four years was
the long period of Mr. Estabrook’s faithful and efficient connection
with the bank in the capacity of cashier. Mr. Charles W. Slagle,
the present president of the Merchants’ National bank, first entered
its service as cashier in the spring of the year 1906, but his thorough
comprehension of monetary affairs brought promotion to the re-
sponsible duties connected with the highest office of the organiza-
tion. Mr. Slagle is ably assisted in the control of the bank by Mr.
E. S. Reynolds, vice-president ; Mr. Owen Britton, cashier, and Mr.
A. C. Wolfe, assistant cashier. The authorized capital of the bank
is $200,000; its surplus $100,000.

Steady and very sure has been the growth of the business of
the East Dayton Savings and Banking company since its opening
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day, November 1, 1912, with a paid-in capital of $60,000. In the
short space of seven years, to September 12, 1919, its total resources
have reached the high-water mark of $900,000, with surplus and un-
divided profits amounting to $30,000.

The officers in charge of the bank at the time of its incorpora-
tion were Mr. J. J. Laymon, president; Mr. William J. Focke, vice-
president, and Mr. W. E. McGervey, cashier. The election of new
officers in September, 1919, placed in the president’s chair Mr. W. E.
McGervey, who since the inception of the bank has been its most
efficient and faithful cashier. It was a promotion that will insure
even larger service of the bank to its patrons. Associated with Mr.
McGervey in an official capacity are Mr. William J. Focke, vice-
pre;i.dent; Mr. L. B. McAdoo, cashier; and Mr. H. S. Jack, assistant
cashier.

Located at the corner of Third and Williams street in the city
of Dayton, the Farmers’ and Merchants’ bank of Dayton conducts a
steadily increasing business, as is seen in their last é)ublished report
on June 30, 1919. Its resources amount to $943,455.79. The sum
total of its deposits, $853,699.33, expresses the public trust in its
financial integrity. The present officers of the bank are the Hon.
John W. Kreitzer, president ; Mr. W. O. Horrell, vice-president ; Mr.
C. S. Billman, cashier; and Miss Ida M. Ruse, assistant cashier.

The Dayton Savings and Trust company, located in its splendid
new building at 25 North Main street in the city of Dayton, per-
chance leads the building and loan associations of the city in finan-
cial standing, as the last published statement, June 30, 1919, gives
the total assets of the company at $14,853,097.80. 1Its total deposits
at that time were $13,747,537.18. The company was organized by
Messrs. A. J. Conover and Grafton C. Kennedy in 1903, and the first
of the ensuing year began its monetary transactions in a room at
108 South Main street with Mr. A. J. Conover as president and Mr.
William R. Craven, secretary and cashier. The present official
roster of the company is as follows: Mr. W. R. Craven, president;
Mr. Adam Lessner, vice-president; Mr. H. C. Kiefaber, vice-presi-
dent; Mr. W. F. Hockett, vice-president; Mr. B. B. Brady, vice-
president and secretary; Mr. H. B. Baichly, treasurer; Mr. A. S.
Weusthoff, assistant treasurer; and Mr. R. M. Gifford, assistant
treasurer.

The City National bank of Dayton, Ohio, might, perchance, be
termed a composite institution, as it was established upon the dis-
organization of several banks preceding it. The First National bank
of Dayton was incorporated June 22, 1863. Mr. Simon Gebhart
was elected president, and G. B. Harman intrusted with the duties
of cashier. Seven years later the bank surrendered its charter, and
continued business as a private bank under the direction of Messrs.
Simon Gebhart, G. B. Harman and W. B. Gebhart, and was known
in financial circles as the Gebhart, Harman & Co.

In January, 1883, Messrs. Simon Gebhart, Walter Brown Geb-
hart and Gabriel B. Harman determined to re-organize under na-
tional control, and with articles of association signed by fifty-three
share-holders, approved a month later by the comptroller of the
currency, the City National bank of Dayton began its financial activi-
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ties in February, based upon a paid-in capital of $200,000. Messrs.
Simon Gebhart and G. B. Harman were elected respectively presi-
dent and cashier. Mr. W. P. Callahan and Mr. William Huffman
were subsequently added to the list of directors, the former occu-
g{inﬁ the president’s chair upon the resignation of Mr. Gebhart.

r. Harman was connected with the bank as cashier until his death
in the year 1894.

The present officials of the City National bank are Mr. H. H.
Darst, president; Messrs. Walter G. Davidson and R. C. McCon-
naughey, vice-presidents; and Mr. H. E. Whalen, cashier. In Au-
gust, 1911, as an auxiliary to the City National bank, was organized
the City Trust and Savings bank, with the same officers and di-
rectors, with the exception that the combined offices of secretary
and treasurer have been held by Mr. W. W. Bishop since the incor-
poration of the bank. Mr. Bishop is assisted in his duties by Mr.
W. L. Scharrer. Both banks are connected in their activities, occu-
pying the entire ground floors of the Callahan bank building and the
City National bank building at the northeast corner of Third and
Main streets.

At its present location, northeast corner of Richard street and
Wayne avenue, on the first day of December, 1909, the Market
Savings bank of Dayton was ready to meet its friends and patrons.
With a capital of $50,000, the decade that embraces the activities of
the bank has been a period of continual good luck, or, more accu-
rately speaking, a term of years that shows wise management on
the part of the institution and expressed confidence of the people of
Dayton and Montgomery county. The last statement of the condi-
tion of the Market Savings bank of Dayton, published September 12,
1919, gives its total resources at $1,801,014.78; its savings deposits
amount to $889,800.78.

The present officials of the bank are Mr. T. H. Lienesch, presi-
dent; Messrs. J. C. Dressler and W. M. Adelberger, yice-presidents;
Mr. W. H. J. Behm, cashier, and Mr. Jess W. Nesmith, assistant
cashier. The splendid condition of the commercial activities of the
city of Dayton and Montgomery county can be read in the bank
clearings from July 16, 1919, to the sixteenth day of the ensuing
month, amounting to $21,621,127, as compared with the same period
in 1918, when the total clearings were $17,295,106, an increase of
$4,326,021, equal to 25 per cent.

A large number of banks in a town is proof positive of its sound
financial condition, and the steadily increasing commercial activities
of Dayton was plainly indicated when, in May, 1912, a new fiscal
institution, known as the West Dayton Commercial and Savings
bank, was incorporated. The board elected as officers, Mr. F. J.
Hoersting, president; Mr. M. J. Beeghly, vice-president; Mr. O. E.
Bowman, secretary, and Mr. Geo. F. Kem, cashier; and the same
official force directs the management of the bank at the present time.
The splendid financial condition of The West Dayton Commercial
and Savings bank is apparent in its published statement on Sep-
tember 12, 1919. Its total resources were given as $635,158.41. The
confidence of its patrons was read in the total deposits, which
amounted to $596,697.38.
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Dayton Banks and the Liberty Loans

The patriotic upholding of the National Government by the
people of Montgomery county during the recent World War, was
plainly shown by the magnificent subscriptions and sales of Lib-
erty bonds made by the banks of Dayton. A condensed statement
is as follows:

American National bank, second Liberty loan, quota, $100,800;
subscriptions, $77,600. Third Liberty loan, quota, $157,950; sub-
scriptions, $341,950. Fourth Liberty loan, quota, $249,850; sub-
scriptions, $360,200. Victory Liberty loan, quota, $192,400; sub-
scriptions, $297,000.

City National bank, second Liberty loan, quota, $328,350; sub-
scriptions, $616,750. Third Liberty loan, quota, $485900; sub-
scriptions, $726,150. Fourth Liberty loan, quota, $937,250; sub-
scriptions, $1,119,850. Victory Liberty loan, quota, $817,750; sub-
scriptions, $819,250.

City Trust and Savings bank, second Liberty loan, quota, $119,-
100; subscriptions, $250,§SX). Third Liberty loan, $144,800; sub-
scriptions, $211,600. Fourth Liberty loan, quota, $322,650; sub-
scriptions, $478,100. Victory Liberty loan, quota, $216,600; sub-
scriptions, $216,950.
< Dayton National bank, first Liberty loan, allotment, $148,150;

subscriptions, $173,150. Second Liberty loan, quota, $191,700; sub-
scriptions, $283,000. Third Liberty loan, quota, $233,050; subscrip-
tions, $352,000. Fourth Liberty loan, quota, $418,700; subscrip-
tions, $462,150. Victory Liberty loan, quota, $354,800; subscrip-
tions, $368,250. '

Dayton Savings and Trust company, second Liberty loan,
quota, $804,850; subscriptions, $980,500. Third liberty loan, quota,
$930,850; subscriptions, $1,263,900; Fourth Liberty loan, quota, $1,-
821,000; subscriptions, $2,069,100. Victory Liberty loan, quota,
$1,991,050; subscriptions, $1,822,450.

East Dayton Savings and Banking company, second Liberty
loan, quota, $61,650; subscriptions, $98,250. Third Liberty loan,
quota, $74,950; subscriptions, $104,800. Fourth Liberty loan, quota,
$147,600; subscriptions, $157,600. Victory Liberty loan, quota,
$119,600; subscriptions, $92,800.

Farmers and Merchants bank, second Liberty loan, quota, $45.-
450; subscriptions, $60,000. Third Liberty loan, quota, $45,350;
subscriptions, $190,000. Fourth Liberty loan, quota, $142,200; sub-
scriptions, $204,650. Victory Liberty loan, quota, $142,750; sub-
scriptions, $168,400.

First Savings and Banking company, second Liberty loan,
quota, $146,850; subscriptions, $100,000. ird Liberty loan, quota,
$146,950; subscriptions, $175,000. Fourth Liberty loan, quota, $350,-
600; subscriptions, $350,000. Victory Liberty loan, quota, $299,-
950; subscriptions, $195,000.

Market Savings bank, second Liberty loan, quota, $93,450;
subscription, $58,550. Third Liberty loan, quota, $104,800; sub-
scriptions, $127,000. Fourth Liberty loan, quota, $220,600; sub-
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scriptions, $150,600. Victory Liberty loan, quota, $217,550; sub-
scriptions, $118,000.

Merchants National bank, second Liberty loan, quota, $155,250;
subscriptions, $206,650; Third Liberty loan, quota, $187,500; sub-
scriptions, $348,300. Fourth Liberty loan, quota, $346,050; sub-
scriptions, $498,850. Victory Liberty loan, quota, $284,700; sub-
scriptions, $403,400.

Third National bank, second Liberty loan, quota, $221,300; sub-
scriptions, $455,450. Third Liberty loan, quota, $218,250; subscrip-
tions, $406,000. Fourth Liberty loan, quota, $469,800; subscrip-
tions, $546,500. Victory Liberty loan, quota, $497,400; subscrip-
tions, $455,650. '

West Dayton Commercial and Savings bank, second Liberty
loan, quota, $36,750; subscriptions, $21,000. Third Liberty loan,
quota, $37,850; subscriptions, $40,000. Fourth Liberty loan, quota,
$88,300; subscriptions, $52,000. Victory Liberty loan, quota, $72,-
350 ; subscriptions, $33,000.

Winters National bank, second Liberty loan, quota, $196,200;
subscriptions, $573,250. Third Liberty loan, quota, $201,050; sub-
scriptions, $423,700. Fourth Liberty loan, quota, $398,500; sub-
scriptions, $1,159,950. Victory Liberty loan, quota, $700,900; sub-
scriptions, $1,249,200.

Building and Loan Associations. It has been autharitatively
asserted that the city of Dayton leads all the cities of our great
Republic in the popularity and success of its Building and Loan
associations. This statement is a most surprising one when the
size and population of Dayton is compared with many of the
municipal centers that are scattered between ocean to ocean in our
vast national territory; and yet, on the other hand, when one is
cognizant of the number of associations in this thriving city of the
Miami valley, and the vast amount of capital which they represent,
there is less unwillingness to accept the statement as made,

In the death of Mr. A. A. Winters, who at the time was filling
the very responsible office of General Manager of the Mutua] Home
and Savings association of the city, Dayton lost a man to whom,
not only the city but the state as well, ascribes ideas and methods
which tended so largely to the greater success and growth of the
business to its investors, that as a visible evidence of apprecia-
tion, the State Building Association League which convened at
Dayton shortly after his death, erected a stone fountain to his mem-
ory in Cooper, now Library, park.

Under the name of the Dayton Building association the first
organization of the kind took form in the city over half a century
ago, March 23, was the date of its birth, in the basement of the

rman Reformed church, located at the corner of Cass and Clay
streets. No matter how much stock was held by a member, he
was only entitled to one vote, and another curious provision of its
constitution was, to the effect, that no matter when a payment
was made, it had to count back to the date of the organization,

The life of this association embraced sixteen brief years, and
the dividends declared at the time of dissolution, gave fifty-four
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cents per share to each member, over and above his original invest-
ment.

One year from the day of the organization of the Dayton Build-
ing association the Concordia Building association was formally
organized, but like its predecessor, its existence was short, as in
April of the year of 1875, it merged its membership into the
Germania Building association which had received its charter in
the spring of 1873.

At present there are fifteen Building and Loan associations in
Dayton: the Fidelity Building, Central Building, American Loan
and Savings, Washington Building, Buckeye Building and Loan,
Gem City Building and Loan, Homestead Loan and Savings, Per-
manent Building and Savings, Montgomery County Building and
Loan, Mutual Home and Savings, Ohio Savings and Loan, Franklin
Savings and Loan, Miami Loan and Building, Union Building and

Loan, and the West Side Building and Loan associations.

The Press of Dayton

In terms of world history a century does not seem such a very
long period of time, but in relation to the history of Dayton's
press it is sufficiently long to have obscured the earliest newspaper in
the mists of antiquity. All that is known of Dayton’s first paper
is the year in which it both came into existence and died—1806—
and the name of its owner and publisher, Noah Crane of Lebanon.
The name of the paper along with the few copies which were pub-
lished has vanished.

The Repertory, first issued in September, 1808, lived long
enough to gain a place as the real forerunner of Dayton’s present
press, although its brief existence covering fifteen months was
interrupted for five months during which time it changed hands.
It was a weekly paper publishing chiefly foreign news, which not
only lacked the appeal of local items, but was months old before
it appeared in the paper. The Ohio Centinel followed The Reper-
tory, making its appearance in 1810. Ohio at that time had ten news-
papers, and The Centinel was one of the ten, circulating as far
north and west as Detroit and Chicago. Its existence was term-
inated by the War of 1812 which drew both the office staff and the
patrons into the army. Next on the stage appears The Ohio Watch-
man, 1816, which through numerous changes of name and owner-
ship, existed until 1826, Subscribers paid for the paper in such
commodities as wheat, wood, whiskey, chickens, cotton, rags,
feathers, and sugar. Previous to 1826 a second paper made its ap-
pearance, The Miami Republican and Dayton Advertiser, which in
1826, along with The Watchman, was bought by William Cam
bell of Pennsylvania who merged the two papers into The Ohio
National Journal and Dayton Advertiser. At the same time Mr.
Campbell sold the press from the offices of the Watchman and some
materials from the offices of the Republican to R. J. Skinner, who
with this outfit began the publication of the Miami Herald and Day-
ton Republican Gazette. From these two rival papers finally came
the present Journal and News, respectively, so that by a rather
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circuitous route both papers today can claim descent from Dayton’s
first known paper, The Repertory.

Each of Dayton’s daily newspapers passed through many
vicissitudes before becoming established in the present form. The
Ohio National Journal and Montgomery and Dayton Advertiser of
1826 became in the next year The Dayton Journal and Advertiser.
From 1828 to 1834 the paper passed through the hands of such men
as Peter P. Lowe, John W. Van Cleve, Richard N. Comly. In 1834,
William F. Comly and Richard N. Comly became the proprietors
and the paper, a four-page, seven column sheet, became the largest
in Ohio. After several subsequent changes in ownership, the arrest
of Charles L. Vallandigham brought about the destruction of the
Journal plant in May, 1863. The destruction was promptly fol-
lowed by the raising of six thousand dollars by Daytonians, and
the Journal began anew under the editorship of Major William D.
Bickham. He had been selected by President Lincoln to compel
Vallandigham to withdraw from Dayton, and after a single in-
quiry as to the safety of his children in Dayton, Major Bickham
undertook his task. ‘“Absolute fearlessness was the order of the
day. An editor said what he thought and said it hard if he risked
all he owned in the saying, and if it hurt where it hit, so much the
worse for those who stood in the way. During the Civil war when
party feeling ran high, an editor was not sure when he started for
his office in the morning if he would reach there alive.” Such an
editor was W. D. Bickham. He owned the Journal for thirty-one
years, until the time of his death in 1894. In 1904 it became the prop-
erty of a stock company. At the present time it is owned by The
News Publishing company, and is under the managing editorship
of Clarence Greene.

The Herald, a daily evening paper, now owned by the News
Publishing company, had as its predecessor The Dayton Evening
Record, which was first issued in 1881, with Ferdinand Wendell as
owner. It is said that this paper was the first in Dayton to issue
an “extra” edition. “Mr. Wendell was a keen newspaper man and
took advantage of every opportunity to push the paper to the
front. When Guiteau was to be executed in Washington for the
murder of Garfield, he went personally to Washington, secured cuts
of the scaffold and surroundings, which were all set up ready to
‘shoot’ with the story of the execution as soon as the word from
Washington was received. On this occasion, newsboys selling on
the street were used for the first time. The extra was in the hands
of the public a few minutes after the hanging and Mr. Wendell was
complimented for the first big Dayton ‘scoop.’”

The Herald, first published on Fourth street was compelled, on
account of growth, to move to the southeast corner of Second and
Jefferson streets, where the floor space of the offices and the equip-
ment underwent considerable expansion. Mr. H. H, Weakly bought
the paper and under his ownership growth continued until a further
move was made necessary and the Herald expanded into its quar-
ters on the southwest corner of Second and Jefferson streets. At
the time of Mr. Weakly’s death in 1906, Charles ]J. Geyer became
manager of the Herald.
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As has been said before, the Dayton Daily News, as well as the
Journal, claims descent from the Repertory. The Miami Herald and
Dayton Republican Gazette, first published in 1826, became the
property of E. Lindsey in 1829, under the name of The Dayton Re-
publican. In 1834, this paper ceased to be published and was suc-
ceeded by The Democratic Herald, which in turn gave place to The
Western Empire. In 1863, the paper was suppressed and the editor,
William T. Logan, was arrested for objecting to the arrest of C. L.
Vallandigham. A new paper under the same name was soon
started, however, and continued until 1867 at which time it became
the Daily Ledger. Still later, under the ownership of John G.
Doren, it became the Herald and Empire, and still later, in 1876 the
Dayton Democrat. Years later this paper passed into the hands of
Charles Simms and F. T. Huffman, also owners of the Evening
Monitor, and the new owners began to publish the Morning Times
and the Evening News. In 1898, the Dayton News company pur-
chased these papers and still later Mr. James M. Cox became the
sole owner of the stock of the Dayton News company. Since that
time Mr. Cox has twice been governor of the State of Ohio. The
Dayton Daily News is now housed in a beautiful up-to-date build-
ing on the northwest corner of Fourth and Ludlow streets.

Another paper, long since passed into oblivion, is worthy of
mention because of one particular episode in its career. It existed
for only ten years, but during the last year of its publication it was
owned and published by William S. Howells, father of William
Dean Howells, who came up from Hamilton where he had been
managing a paper. William Dean Howells both did the typesetting
and took the paper to subscribers. Even his efforts could not
make the paper a success, and in 1850 it was discontinued.

In addition to the News, Herald, and Journal, there are numer-
ous other publications in Dayton today. Among the class and trade
papers are the Miami Valley Socialist, a weekly, owned by Local
Dayton, Socialist party, and the Labor Review, a conservative
weekly controlled by members of organized labor. It is not the
official organ but the mouthpiece of the labor unions, and is devoted
to the interests of business as well as labor. In addition to the fore-
going are the Railroad News Weekly, published by the Railroad
News company, and Better Roads and Highways, published by a
company of that name and published in the interest indicated by
its name. e

The foreign press is represented only by a German paper, Gross-
Daytoner Zeitung, owned by Paul Gruner. Formerly it was a daily
publication, but has recently been issued weekly instead. Although
there is a large Hungarian population in Dayton, no success has at-
tended the various attempts to publish a Hungarian paper.

There is a large group of religious publications, prominent
among which are the Religious Telescope, the Herald of Gospel Lib-
erty, and the Watchword. The Religious Telescope, published by
the United Brethren company, was started in 1853, and has the dis-
tinction of being one of the oldest religious papers in the country.
The Herald of Gospel Liberty is the official organ of the Christian
church, and the Watchword is the young people’s paper of the
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United Brethren church. In addition to these papers there are
twenty-five other religious publications.

One of the most interesting chapters in the journalistic history
of Dayton is comprised within the days immediately following the
great flood of March, 1913. As everyone who experienced that event-
tul week will remember, the waters which inundated the city were
no quiet back waters but a raging torrent that swept over the levees
from all directions and advanced through the streets like towering
walls. There was no time to save anything, and consequently the
newspaper offices were completely submerged and the presses
flooded. But newspaper men are not so easily discouraged as to let
a flood stop publication. In the offices of the Daily News one hand-
roller proof press had been salvaged and was carried to one of the
upper floors above the reach of the waters. The roof of the building
turned out to be an excellent vantage point from which to gather
news, and the material thus secured was set up by hand and issued
on galley-proof paper. .

The Herald and the Journal had to resort to different methods.
An arrangement was made with the Richmond (Ind.) Palladium
whereby a Dayton paper could be printed in its offices, and a repre-
sentative, dispatched at once to Richmond, received news items over
the wire from Dayton. The paper published in this way was then
sent to Dayton.

At the same time, the National Cash Register company threw
open its general offices to all newspaper people. Mr. John H. Pat-
terson secured a Western Union wire for the use of the journalists,
and for three months from ten to seventy-five newspaper men
gathered every day to collect news. In a very real sense the Na-
tional Cash Register plant became the newspaper headquarters for
the city of Dayton, for which Mr. John H. Patterson provisioned all
visiting men and women for the period of their stay. The upper
floors of the building were filled with beds, the dining room was
open to every one, and everything that a hotel could supply to its
guests, including a barber shop and bootblack stand, was put at the
disposal of the representatives of the great papers of the United
States quartered in the building.

The spirit of readiness to meet an emergency and of ingenuity
and perseverance is characteristic of the press ofy Dayton.

ayton possesses one real historical curiosity in the way of a
newspaper whose yellow-brown pages may still be consulted in the
Dayton Public library. It was only published for six months but in
that time did yeoman political service. It was called The Log
Cabin and was put out to favor the candidacy of William Henry
Harrison for the presidency in the campaign of 1840.

That campaign was notable among all others. Public feeling
ran high at all times, but at that particular era it boiled. Martin
Van Buren, the opposition candidate, who had won over Harrison
in the campaign of 1836, had come under the charge of un-Demo-
cratic extravagance in his term of office. Republicanism versus
Democracy in those days meant luxury versus economy—*“high-
brow” against the plain people—making an issue of class distinc-
tions which was sure to rouse all the inherent antagonisms of human
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nature. Van Buren's adherents unfortunately gave a handle to
their opponents which the last were not slow to make use of. The
Baltimore Republican, attacking the plain habits of Harrison, said
of him editorially: “Give him a barrel of hard cider and settle a pen-
sion of $2,000 on him and our word for it he would sit the remainder
of his days contentedly in a log cabin.” This was enough and plenty
and was just what the Democrats wanted. A good slogan is half
‘the battle and when the Log Cabin Candidate was announced the
phrase caught the popular taste and spread like wild-fire. The Log
Cabin campaign was the hottest and the livest that the United States
had ever seen. Dayton was the center of the biggest rally of the fall
of 1840. John Van Cleve announced a newspaper on which to build
the success of the Democrats. It was called The Log Cabin and
had a rough wood-cut of a cabin and a barrel of cider on the front
page. It came out in the spring and continued publication until
after election in the fall, printing campaign songs, speeches, calls for
“cabin raisings” and all the news of the political field. Here is a
typical announcement printed in the June issue, 1840:

“To the Log Cabin Boys of Greene, Montgomery, Miami,
Champaign, Logan, Union and Franklin counties:

“Be it known that your Log Cabin brethren of Clark county
propose to raise ‘Old Tip,’ a new cabin in the Springfield ‘diggins,’
on Thursday, the 18th of June, and, as you are the chaps that
know the right way to carry up the corners, just come over and give
us a lift. The Harrison papers in the counties above named will
please give this notice an insertion.

“(Signed) | THE COMMITTEE.

"v‘
“William Henry Harrison and Thomas Corwin will be on the
ground to assist in the raising.”

Montgomery county planned great things as its contribution to
the campaign, but what they were was not divulged until the paper
came out on July 25. It contained this astonishing invitation. It
must be remembered that Dayton was at that time but a small town,
scarcely more than a village. We have no exact census, but we
know that there were only seven hundred houses in town. So the
audacity of this invitation “To the People of the United States” may
be appreciated. .

“LOG CABIN CANDIDATES:
“For President—WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON.
“For Vice-President—JOHN TYLER.
“F orBGovernor of Ohio—THOMAS CORWIN, the Wagon
oy.

R 2

“To the PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES, generally,
and more particularly to those of the WEST and most particularly
to all in the MIAMI VALLEY: You are invited by your fellow
citizens of Montgomery county, Ohio, to convene with them in a
GRAND COUNCIL at Dayton on the anniversary of our gallant
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Perry’s Victory on September 10, 1840, to deliberate on the best
means of reviving our NATIONAL PROSPERITY and a saving
from destruction and decay our CIVIL LIBERTIES.

“COME ONE, COME ALLY”

How the invitation was accepted by no less than one hundred
thousand guests, how Dayton took care of them by private hospi-
tality, is not a part of this story. But the newspaper story of the
campaign rally, the procession and the speeches is. The September
18th issue contains it and the description passes the point of merely
loclgl interest and becomes a part of the national history of jour-
nalism.

It describes the procession four miles in length which went west
on the Springfield pike to meet Harrison and Corwin, the guests of
honor. The names in the local and state committees include those
who appear elsewhere as making the history of that day. The pro-
cession consisted of militia, cavalry, decorated wagons carrying
girls in white, a series of floats which must have been remarkable
without making any allowances for the simplicity of those days. A
crowd of fervent campaigners had rolled a ball as big as a two-sto
house all the way from the top of the Allegheny mountains, Pennsyl-
vania, to the Miami valley and announced that it portrayed the
states rolling up for Harrison. One large wagon carried the ubiqui-
tous log cabin and barrel of hard cider. Another carried a cage
with a live wolf in it, typifying the hypocritical designs of the op-
posing party. The bands, banners, speeches, fireworks, are all de-
scribed by a well-wielded pen, probably that of Van Cleve himself,
and never did reporter have a better subject. In spite of the passing
of nearly eighty years and a bath of flood mud into the bargain, the
pages of the few remaining numbers of the Log Cabin may still be
easily read and form an interesting chapter in the history of jour-
nalism in the Miami valley.

Dayton has possessed at least two outstanding figures in jour-
nalism. One has already been referred to, but he deserves much
more than a mere reference. William D. Bickham was selected by
President Lincoln to keep public opinion inflamed against Vallandig-
ham, who was at the time bitterly opposed to the war and voiced his
opposition eloquently. He was felt to be a dangerous figure in poli-
tics, inasmuch as difficulty in recruiting was being strongly felt by
the government. If Vallandigham could be got rid of indirectly it
was better for all concerned. As it happened the indirection did not
succeed. Vallandigham stayed and had to be taken away by force.
Which led to the riots which burned the Journal office, and is another
story. :

Bickham’s task was a dangerous one, but he loved the game of
politics and in it nothing pleased him more than a fight. A fight it
was from start to finish and Bickham kept it up with fearless de-
meanor and a caustic pen. In those days newspaper publishing was
a one-man affair. It was that man who controlled everything, said
what he pleased and stood by his convictions. There was no absent
owner to dictate a policy, there was no business office to check up
on editorials which might injure generous advertisers—in short, it
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was both a profession, a vocation and a thrillingly interesting game.
Bickham played it to the limit.

One advantage our papers now possess which they owe directly
to Major Bickham, is the Associated Press Service. Just after
the war of the Rebellion the eastern papers had facilities for news
service which ours in the west entirely lacked. They held a mo-
nopoly of control excessively irksome to a man like Bickham, who
disliked tq take what was lef}t' over in the important matter of news.
So he, with seven other editors in the western states, made a united
fight for news service which ended successfully in establishing
what was then known as the Western Associated Press Service
which brought the news of the day directly to our doors.

The other outstanding figure was John G. Doren. He stood in
Democratic political circles as the head of .an unsuccessful party.
That he took a paper that was moribund, in a district that was
overwhelmingly Republican, made the first grow and prosper and
turned the second into one overwhelmingly Democratic establishes
without further question his force of character and vigor of action.
He came to Dayton in 1869 unheralded and unknown and entered
into that conflict so much more bitter than the actual war, into
which the throes of the Rebellion had thrown the country—the era
of reconstruction. He was assailed by ridicule, prejudice, unfair
competition, and the opening warfare between capital and labor.
He kept right on, weathered all the storms, pleased nobody but a
few kindred souls, held to the highest ideals, ﬁghting heatedly
against intrenched wrong, never faltered, took the part of the under
dog and got no credit (then), and laid down his work without know-
ing that many of the wise but unpopular projects which he furthered
finally came into their own. It is something for the traditions of
Dayton newspaperdom to have had such a figure in its ranks as
John G. Doren.

Not quite so pronounced a nature but a strength always was
William F. Comly, editor of the Journal from 1834 to 1862. It was
really he who set the paper on its feet as the dominant organ of
the Republican party in the southern district of Ohio. He was a
journalist by instinct and by training, knew “the ropes,” gave the
people of this valley a paper that ranked with the best in the same
degree of population in the east and left his mark on the business
world of Dayton that is not by any means yet forgotten.

In conclusion there is this to be said severally and collectively
for the newspapers of Dayton that whatever else they may have
lacked it has not been public spirit and that when any measure was
up for the benefit of the community they have dropped partisan
issues, forgotten professional rivalry and given of their printed
space unstintedly and generously. Not one public need has ever
gone to them in vain. To look back on the projects which have
been pushed into notice, favored in every way by both the Journal,
the Herald and the News, would be to glimpse a whole history of our
civic advances in the last half century. During the war every
patriotic activity was given full space to make its needs felt and it
is difficult to see how the reconstruction of Dayfon after the flood,
the great conservancy plan, the Red Cross activities, both hospitals,
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the Associated charities, city welfare, not to mention hundreds of
other necessities, would have accomplished what they did if it had
not been for the whole-souled support of the newspapers of Dayton.

The Schools of Dayton

To Mr. Benjamin Van Cleve, so closely identified with the
early history of Dayton in many ways, must be given the honor of °
being the first person to instruct the “young idea how to shoot” in
the primitive days of Dayton’s history. The place of his labors was
the little log blockhouse that stood on North Main street, where the
Soldiers’ monument now stands, as if keeping guard over the stream
of humanity that daily flows by its base. A cabin on Main street
was Dayton’s second temple of learning, where Messrs. Cornelius
Westfall of Kentucky and Chauncey Whiting of Pennsylvania, suc-
cessively, in 1804 and ’05, assisted the children of the early settlers
in the vanquishment of the three “Rs.”

In the year 1807, however, the village aspired to the dignity of
possessing an academy, and through the generosity of Mr. Daniel
Cooper (one of the most honored names in Dayton’s early local
annals), who contributed the ground for the desired edifice, a two-
story brick building was erected at the corner of St. Clair and Third
streets. Mr. Cooper’s interest was further evinced by the gift of a
‘bell which, from the little belfry, daily summoned the village chil-
dren to their school tasks. The names of the incorporators of this
academy are worthy of record; Daniel C. Cooper, John Folkerth,
James Hanna, Willlam McClure, David Reid, George F. Tennery,
Benjamin Van Cleve and James Welsh. Twelve years later the
Lancastrian system of education was adopted by the directors
and another brick building erected adjoining the academy on the
north. The principle of the new system was self-government and
no examinations.

For many years, the academy was the only boy’s school in
Dayton. In 1833, the building was sold and a new structure erected
on the southwest corner of Wilkinson and Fourth streets, but in
the year 1850 this building passed into the ownership of the Board
of Education. But the memories of the old academy are very dear
to many of Dayton’s oldest citizens, for with it are associated much
of their boyhood'’s life.

Judge George B. Holt of Dayton, was a member of the Ohio
State legislature that, in the year 1825, passed the first act estab-
lishing the free school system; an enactment which, in a great de-
gree, enfolded the future potentialities of progress of the state. At
that time the passing of the act meant but little to the majority of
the settlers, for the tax levy was only one mill on the dollar, and
ninety-nine per cent of the.scattered population possessed nothing
but rudely cleared farms, and land was cheap. But the legislators
had the future of unborn generations in mind, and were planning
for their moral and mental advancement. Four years after the
passing of the bill, the total amount apportioned for school pur-
poses to Dayton township (which included all land lying between
the Miamis through the center of Miami and Washington town-

1110
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ships to the Indian boundary line, likewise a generous slice of
Hamilton county), was but one hundred and thirty-three dollars;
and in the year 1833, eighteen hundred and sixty-five dollars covered
the school fund for Montgomery county.

As the pOpulation of the state steadily increased, the interest of
the people in a free school system daily grew stronger. In mid-
summer of the year 1836, a great convention was held in Dayton
for the promulgation of the free school idea. Delegates from other
towns were present, as well as visitors from New Jersey and Michi-
gan. Messrs. E. E. Barney, R. C. Carter, George B. Holt, R. C.
Schenck and Milo G. Williams formed the “committee of arrange-
ments.” The Dayton Journal was the organ of publicity, and
warmly espoused the cause for which the convention had been called.
But little, beyond upholding the benefits to be derived from a free
school system, could be done, for the amount appropriated from the
public treasury was, as yet, too small to allow the erection of public
school buildings and providing for school necessities.

Private schools antedated the adoption of the free or public
school system in Dayton. There is record of Mr. Edmund Harrison
erecting a building for educational purposes, which he termed an
“Inductive academy.” Three years later, in 1832, the young ladies
of the village were instructed in a school of which Miss Maria Har-
rison, daughter of Mr. Edmund Harrison, was grincipal, while in
the previous year, Mr. J. S. S. Smith, destined to be one of Dayton’s
most distinguished members of the bar, father of Messrs. J. McLain
and S. B. Smith, inaugurated a school on Main street. Local annals
tell of a manual-labor school with an academic department, opened
by Messrs. David Pruden and Milo G. Williams at the corner of
Warren and Jefferson streets, which was so well conducted that its
attendance numbered pupils from a distance, some coming as far
as from Cincinnati. But, unfortunately, it did not prove a fgmancial
success.

The early journals contained numerous advertisements of writ-
ing and singing schools; fine penmanship being considered an ac-
complishment in our grandparent’s day, and the “singing-schools”
forming a feature of primitive social life. The first teachers in the
Dayton schools, whether connected with academical, private or free
instruction, are worthy of note in every history written of the educa-
tional development of the city. Many were men of marvelous
attainment, when their limited privileges as t6 books and literary
environment are remembered. Francis Glass, in whom the priva-
tions of gioneer life could not destroy an ardor for the classics;
William Smith, Gideon McMillen, the latter gladly teaching poor
children without compensation; James H. Mitchel?,’ Milo G. Will-
iams, E. E. Barney—the list is a long one. It is probable that the
name of Mr. Barney is more closely connected with the story of the
development of Dayton along commercial interests, than any other
whose name is identified with the history of the schools of early
Dayton. In partnership with Mr. Ebenezer Thresher, the two men
started the car works, which in time became one of the largest of
Dayton’s commercial activities. Mr. Barney was also connected
with the banking interests of the city, and held the presidency of the
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Cooper Hydraulic company. His business ability and integrity
eventually placed him among Dayton’s wealthiest citizens.

There is but little authentic history respecting the first public
schools of Dayton. The first school directors, who were appointed
at public meetings, kept no records, but the school district of the
city was not formally organized until the year of 1831, and for seven
ensuing years the school term only included a few months of each
year, rented rooms were occupied, and the state fund increased by
each lgupil paying $1 per quarter for tuition.

owever, it is known that the first “free school” in Dayton was
opened in December, 1831, in a room located on Jefferson street,
between First and Water streets, under the tutelage of Mr. Syl-
vanus Hall, and in a short time, the number of pupils seeking admit-
tance warranted the opening of three more schools in different sec-
tions of the growing village. The earliest school directors were
Messrs. Luther Bruen,“Thomas Brown, William H. Brown, William
Hart, Ralph P. Lowe, J. H. Mitchell, David Osborne, Simon Snyder,
James Slaight, Henry Van Tuyl, and Nathaniel Wilson. Under
the city charter of 1841, provision was made. for the working to-
gether of the council and a school manager from each ward, for the
welfare of the public school system.

The appointment in 1837 by the legislature of Mr. Samuel
Lewis, as state sugerintendent, proved most fortunate in every way ;
for, recognizing the importance of his work, he devoted himself to
it with ardor, making addresses in every part of the state. The law
authorizing a special tax for the erection of school buildings was
passed in the year 1838, and at a public meeting held in Dayton the
same year, Mr. Lewis so impressed the citizens with the duty of
favoring the free school system that it was decided by them to build
two schoolhouses in different parts of the city, one to stand on the
west side of Perry street, between First and Second streets, and the
other located on Brown street, south of Sixth street. It would have
been a strange thing if there had not been found objectors, princi-
pally among the wealthier class, but public opinion overruled all
opposition, and the public schools yearly became more strongly in-
trenched in the favor of the people at large. All manner of methods
were resorted to in winning public appreciation of the “free system.”
Processions of children singing patriotic airs, headed by brass bands
and escorted by militia, paraded the streets on holiday occasions, and
the bright young faces and childish voices, expressing as they did,
the potentialities of the future, won many votes in favor of a system
that promised a strong educational foundation for their dawning
citizenship.

The new schoolhouses were ready for occupancy in September,
1839, under the respective principalship of Messrs. D. L. Elder and
Collins Wight, who were employed at a yearly salary of $500 each;
the school year included three terms of twelve weeks each. Both
principals were assisted by a teaching force of three women and one
man.

The first board of managers of the Dayton public schools, after
the uniting of the city council and board of directors in the super-
vision of the schools, consisted of the following gentlemen, all espe-
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cially qualified for the position by efficiency and genuine interest in
the responsibility devolving upon them. The first ward was repre-
sented by Mr. Ebenezer %owler; second ward, Mr. Robert W.
Steele; tl{ird ward, Mr. Simon Snyder; fourth ward, Mr. E. W.
Davies; fifth ward, Mr. William J. McKinney.

Four “free schools” were now in operation, two in the new
school buildings and two in rented rooms, but the funds were so
short that the teaching term was abridged, instructors, however,
bein%‘germitted to use the rooms for private schools.

e text books used were regarded as standards for many years,
consisting of McGuffey’s Readers, Picket’s Spelling Book, Parley’s
Book of History, Colburn’s and Emerson’s Arithmetic, Mitchell’s
Geography and Smith’s Grammar. By order of the school board the

‘daily school exercises were opened by the reading of a portion of

scripture, In 1844 the German language was made a part of the
school. curriculum, and the following year night schools, where the
ordinary English branches were taught, were opened for those
unable to take advantage of day instruction.

Unjust discrimination in the matter of providing education for
the children of colored citizens of the city had led to no provision
for their mental training until the year 1849, when legislative enact-
ment permitted the establishment of separate school districts for
them, whose directors were to be the choice of the colored tax-
payers; the support of these schools rested solely upon the colored
residents. But the justice of the state quickly awoke to the unfair-
ness of discrimination on account of the color of its taxpayers, and
in the year 1853 both white and colored schools were placed on the
same basis. , '

The study of music was introduced into the Dayton schools in
1849, under the direction of Mr. James Turpin, “whose name” says
a local historian, “stood for music in Dayton.” TUntil the year 1847,
the instruction in the public schools had been confined principally
to the rudimentary branches, and there was an increasing demand
for an introduction of the higher branches into the school prescribed
course of study. In 1847 the Dayton board of education procured
legislative authority to establish a high school, but three years
passed before decisive action was taken to that effect.

High Schools. On the 5th day of April, 1850, Mr. Henry L.
Brown, for many years a member of the city board of education,
offered the following resolution, which was received with unquali-
fied approval: “Resolved, That this boatd do now establish the
Central high school of Dayton, in which shall be taught the higher
branches of an English education, and the German and French
languages, besides thoroughly reviewing the studies pursued in the
district schools.” Ten days later, the first high school of the city
was formally opened in the old First District school building, located
on Second street, but in the fall of the same yea<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>