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PIONEER WOMEN OF OLMSTED,

CUYAHOGA COUNTY.

nong the many pretty townships of
 Western Reserve Is found Olmsted,
2d fourteen mliles to the south-
L of the centennial ecity of "96. A
Four train stops at West View that
be within the township, and
Lake Shore route you may stop
J, sted Falle, and if you chance to
‘aboard a Cleveland-Elyria electric
T you may visit North Olmsted.
nally the town was named
EBton, afterward Lenox.
1820 Mr. Charles H.
had become owner of the north
f the town, as helr of Aaron Olm-

Olmetead,

1814—1840,

sted, deceased, offered to make the peo-
ple the present of a llbrary If they
would change the name of Lenox to
Olmsted. The offer was accepted, and
the library duly presented. The first
electlon under Lhe name of (Mmsted was
held in 1830.

In 1814 the only marks of civilization
were an underbrushed road running
through the township from north to
south, and & "blazed” one along the line
of Butternut Ridge, which now is a road
fourteen miles in 4ength, shaded by
magnificent maplea.

In the spring of 1815 the Widow Par-
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ker came with her husband, James Geer,
from the adjoining township of Colum-
bia, a home having been prepared for
them In the place now known as Tur-
key Foot Grove. The home of Mrs.
Geer’s youth was Connectlcut, and two
children by A previous marriage came
to Ohio with her.-

The marriage of one Eunlece Parker
to Harvey Hartson was the first to be
eolemnlzed In Olmeted. It occurred at
the home of Mrg. Geer in 1817. As there
was nelther minister nor justice aof the
eacein the town they sent to Colum-
Lin for a competent person to perform
the ceremony.

At the home of Mrs., Geer occurred
also the first birth—that of her daugh-
ter, Julla. The chlld dled when two
vears old, the first death In the town-
hip.

In 1816 Mrs, Bunne! became a resl-
dent here, living In & plank house In
the north of the township., She brought

the
FTRST PLANTAIN SEED
that she might ralse it for greens,

In 1818 Mrs. Scales came to live at the
east cnd of the ridge near Rocky River,
Ae her husband wag obliged to work in
Columbia, her experience was a most
lonely one. Oftéen she was obliged to
-rlee fn the night, and with a broom
drive the wildeats from the house, One
day she saw a bear hugging & dog to
Jdeath jn the front yard, and taking
down the old musket from aver the
fireplace, thought to put an end to
bruin's existence; but after a short In-
spection of the firearm, concluded it to
be more dangerous than the bear,
which finally left for the woods. The
dog was apparently dead, but eventual-*
1y revived.

In 1518 Polly Barnum, of Ridgeville,
married David Johnston Stearns, who
was the earllest settler in the town-
ship.

Would my readers like to compare her
wedding tour with one of to-day?

Mr. Stearns took leave of his wife the
evening after the wedding, which ogo-
curred one Bunday In February. Neces-
gity compelled him to be at home Mon-
day to attend the “butchering.” but he
was 10 return for hils wife on Tuesday.

The next morning Polly declded that
as she would eventually have to cook
that meat and use the lard, she would
o thither and superintend the care of
it, and so0 set forth upon her wedding
trip alone. A light =now had fallen the
previous day, and she was able to fol-
low her husband's“tracks through the
flense woods a distance of slx milles,
Though a hollow tree here and there
rerved as hermitage for the bear durlng

those winter days, they left her "mgn.
arch of all she surveyed,”" and ghe mads
her way unmolested to her future homg
where the meat was cared for to her
entire satizfaction,

A lttle later in 1818 Chloe Tyler, wifs
of Major Lemuel Hoadley, became g
near neighbor of Mre. Scales. The fam.
ily at first occupled & log houss, hng
Immediately began the erection of g
frame one. After the timber wag cut,
hewed, and framed, and ready to raiss
Marla and Eunlce Hoadley, two robust
and resoclute girls, who possibly desired
to create a favorable impreasion during
i day’'s abgence of their parents, pro-
ceeded with the erection of their new
house, They put the timber, plece by
piece, into place, under the supervisism
of the carpenter, and with the ald of
Mrs. Scales, raised the bullding and
had nearly ecompleted the work when
thelr parents arrived and expressed
their astonishment, the father pro-
nouncing the work well down. Thus,
to ‘women must be given the credit gf
ralsing the firet house In  Olmsted.
With the assistance of the daughters,
the house was soon completed, and at
Christmas they gave a "“‘housfe warm-
Ing"—a frolic and dance, to which all
the lads and lassies in the neighborhood
were Invited. This was soon followed
by the wedding and happy settlement
In life of the two fair architects, Marla
becoming Mre, John Adams, and Bunice
the wife of Rev. Julius Bronson, and
some time after his death was a sec-
ond time led to the altar by John Bar-
nium.

In the autumn of 1820 a party of four,
Prisecllla Thompson Stearna and Polly
Sherman Stearns, with their hushand®
Vespasian and Alvah, left their homes
in Vermont with an ox team to =seek
places of abode in a wilderness glx hun-
dred mileg distant. They sped over the
ground at the rate of one hundred miles
per week, and In six weeks' time were
enjoying the hospitality of Polly Bar-
num Stearns, who, from this time for-
ward was known asg “Polly John," and
Polly Sherman Stearns recelved the
cognomen of

“POLLY ATL.VAH"™

Logs were socon rolled up for thelr
homes. Priecilla spent that first w!ntﬂl;
in their hastlly constructed log hut, Al
apening In the roof served az a chim
ney. A flre was bullt agalnst 103'_
which served as a fireplace. AD DPﬁ".
Ing in one side of the wall fﬁrmﬂﬂéet
window over which was hung & 80 =53
that admitted sufficient light for her
do her work., Another opening cover
by B blanket served as door,




vhen there moldens left their homes
rmont, they were well supplled
he necesaarles of lfe. A gourd
swith all=pice, brought by Priecil-
howed that her motherwished her to
gomething besldes the “spice of
in the wilderness. Another gourd
mined pepper, and they are now
rved by her daughter Hester, In
. 11l The deer, partridees, and
turkeys shot by Vespasian was
fresh meat cooked by Friscilla
winter—and #«he was aleo furnished
 Hght by the deer,
mong her pusdts that first season
“be mentloned Mre. Ollver Terrell,
Rldgeviile fame, wha =at upon her
“from darkness till dawn, when
. of day showoed her the home of
lla, which she entered to warm
numbed body ere the family were
fng: She wns returning from the
pia mills and had missed her way.
ducement, however, was greafl
h to persunde her to partake of
‘ere lcaving, an she knew her chil-
n would be waltlng anxiously for
gcilla at one tlme galned the repu-
f feellng herself better than her
2, becausy necesalty compelled
wear o silk dress to church,. We
wwever, that pride was not list-
N her charaeteristice. That she
erous and always ready to help
“of need may be shown by the
5. Her husband's purse con-
on thelr arrival here and she
¥ sanctioned the giving of one-
il sum to Ltheir neighbor, Mrs.
o expend for medicine for her
husband,
Mras. Thompron, mother of
belng deslrous of seeing her
came Alone from her home In
ont in & one-horse wagon., She
B0 prepossessed In favor of the
3 that she came here with her
soon after, and

"RANDMA THOMPSON"

nown, loved, and esteemed for her
eda of guodness by all the coun-

1528, Priscilla, wife of Danlel
np%on, and Lucina Thompson Car-
" with their husbands added to
Opulation of Butternut Ridge.
& Thompson and husband, Elliot

WwWere already realdents.
Nih Eastman, wife of Hosea
20rd, came here with her husband
family In 1820. Previous to this
¥_Were ploneers of Breckaville. Mrs.
dIord was noted for her hospitality,
any A night has fed and housed
diar with never a thought of
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fear, thus showing her adaptability to
the life she had chosen,

In those early days Nellle Cleco, who
was of colored descent, became the wife
of Joseph Feak. They llved In the
northwestern part of the township, on
the farm now owned by Willlam Hurd.
Mrs. Peak was a devoled Christlan, al-
waye attending the Methodlst church.

MNancy Calkins (Mrs, Amos Briggs)
was married in 1519 and lived in Olm-
fited forty years thereafter. She was
taken Into the Methodist Episcopal
Church In 1828, and In those early days
her house was often the home of Chris-
tle, Foe, Bigelow, Power, Darkdul, and
Disbro. She saw the growth of Meth-
odism In this reglon from Its earliest
beginning and was always one of its
most zealous and falthful supporters.

Priscilla, wife of Davis Ross, arrived
from Canandaigua, N. Y., In 1823. Their
daughter Margaret, an extremely amia-
ble and Industrlous woman, came here
;‘si*;h her husband, Sheldon Webster, Iin

In 1822 Phoebe Mellrath (Mrs. Elias
Frost) became g resident of what Has
#inee been known as the Frost plage.

About the year 1825, Lavinla Hovey
(Mra. Peter HRomp, afterward Mrs.
Alvah Btearns) came with her family
to Olmsted. She was marrled at the
carly age of fifteen, and, owing to the
poor health of her husband, the care
of the family devolved mostly upon her.
Few women are now living who have
Iabored as long and endured as much
as she. She was In greal demand a= a
doctor—forded rivers at dead of night,
on horseback, earrying her babe, too
young to leave at home, In her arms.
She went everywhere, denying no one,
In addition to all her other good works
she was a talloress, and to the very
last would always inslat on making the
buttonholes, because she “loved to do
it.** How much more preclous than the
laurels of fame I8 the memory of this
excellent woman, who did not outlive
her usefulness!

In 1828 her daughter Amy . married
Harry Barnum and became a resident
of the farm on whicth George Barnum
now llves, where she passed a long and
useful life, her death occurring only a
few months ago.

In 1822 Maeary Usher (Mrs. Willlam
Jordan) and husband left Brookfleld,
N, Y., for a home In the Wesat and lo-
cated here. Mra. Jordan lost her father
and two brothers the winter followlng.
The woods were very thick and little
or no sunlight could penetrate them to
dissipate the dampness which caused
:’h- malaria that was prevalent at the

me.
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Betsey Usher, daughter of Charles
Lee Usher, became Mrs. Horace Adams.

Margaret Kesler came from Vermont
to visit a sister here and taught school
in Rockport, boarding sround. Soon
afterward she became Mrs. Elias Usher,

Wealthy DMorgan (Mrs. Watrous
Usher) lived in the first brick house in
Olmsted after a residence of some years
in one part frame and part logs.

Rebecca "Webster (Mrs. Thaddeus
Fitch), who afterward became Mrs.
John Walker, started for Olmsted from
East Windsor, Conn.,, in November,
1831, Bhe was in company with Anna
Loomis, wife of her son Chauncey, and
family. The vessel on which they took
passage from Buffalo was driven by
strezs of weather into the harbor of
Dunkirk. Here Anna was taken 111 with
a fever and died at the home of her
husband's vncle, In Pomfret, near Fre-
donla, N. ¥. Mrs. Thaddeus Fitch, how-
ever, accompanied her son and family
here, where they arrived December 25
after a

PROLONGED SLEIGHRIDE,
In the fall of 1833 Mr. Fitch returned to
Windsor, bringing back with him a sec-
ond wife, Clarissa Loomis, sister of the
deceased. Through persevering Indus-
try and economy they acquired a fair
property here,

Jerusha Loomis (Mrs. Danlel Flteh)
came from Cattaraugas county, N. Y.,
in 1839, but her residence here was
short. In 1840 she left with her husband
to settle In Huron county.

Betsey Edmonds (Mra. Cheater Fitch)
was an adopted daughter of Mra, Dan-
iel Elmer, North Baolton, Conn. Ehe
came here with her husband and family
in 1831 and resided in the northern part
of the tdwnship. She was of French
extraction, witty and jolly, fond of com-
pany, and had excellent command of
language,

In the same year, Babra Cadey (Mrs.
El Fltch) came alss from East Wind-
sor, and with her husband settled upon
the bank of Rocky River. She is =tlll
Uving to tell the story of her pioneer
life, which she does not consider worthy
of mention. It contains no storles of
thrilling adventures wlilth wolves or
bears, though they weare plentiful at
that time. She was always a very busy
woman and now, In her ninety-third
year, Is never ldle. Her willlng hands
did much for nelghbora and friends in
pioneer tlmes, A8 a talloress she
caused many & man to rejolee over o
perfect fAtting "swallow-tailed™ coat.
Her knowledze of thiz work wae nc-
quired after her marriage, and at spin-
ning and weaving she had few eguals.

Can "Aunt SBabra's" friends of to-day

S—— . g T T — oy «

———
fancy her en route for chureh behing
a yoke of oxen? During her husbangrg
absence, in the year '39, she milght
have been seen on horseback with her
son Mlles, golng to Harry Bheldon's
mill, in Berea, for flour, which ap tha
time was worth $10 a barrel. To-day we
find her enjoylng excellent health, and
there Is no place where one can enjoy
a pleasanter visit than with “Aunt 5a.
bra.” Her loss would be deeply ra
gretted by the whole eommunity,
Everyone loves her.

Clarissa While (Mrs. Sanford Filtchy
came to Olmsted with her husbang in
1832, Her home was in Chan taugue, N
¥. Bhe was a very enterprising wWoman
in a business way.

Harrlet Loomis (Mrs. Horace Flich)
became a resldent here In 1831, The
same Year Mary Ann Alcott (Mre, Ell-
sha Fiteh) and husband came. Bhe had
no family, but has acted &s mother fo
four children, and s still lving In
Olmsted Falls, having the respect of a
large circle of relatives and friends.

In Movember, 1833, Mra. John Loomis
and Mra. Joseph Olmsted Loomls, with
their husbands and children, and Jo-
geph Loomlis, father of John and Jo-
seph, came from BEast Windsor, Hart-
ford county, Connectleut, from whlich
place we have already brought many
familles, They traveled overiand with
teams to Albany, N. ¥., thence by Erle
Canal to Buffalo, thence by boat to
Cleveland, and settled‘on the bank of
Rocky River, on land now owned by
Lester Bradford. Two small log houses
were erected and they made themselves
as comfortable as possibla,

Jerusha Loomils, wife of Joseph
Loomls, became a resident here in 1834,
her husband having returned Lo East
Windsor for her and their three chil-
dren, Newton P., Gilbert M, and Julla

A. The latter, Mra, Peck, remained
here séveral years, and then went [0
Bpringfield, Mass.

The country around Olmsted Falls
at thls time was atil] wild and roug--
heavily timbered, and sparsely settled,
with the exceptlon of the famllies on
Butternut Rlidge. In 1838 Amy Eliza
Mead, doughter of Azlel Mead, of Ge-
neva, 0., became the wife of Newton
P. Loomls, and she is still lving, (2
good health, surrounded by friends and
neighbors, whose respect and cDTlI;
dence she has always enjoyed. It ‘W"‘E
thelr pleasure to assemble at her l't'm:e
on May 16, this year, to congratuldi?
herself and husband on a continuod
married life of

BIXTY YEARS.

Sarah Smith Couslns, of Vﬂmﬂﬂ“&

Vt., came here In 1832. She had D



od of guests to fill her home, as she
je and mended garments for a family
fifteen. Could one woman be asked
y do more?
he same year Betsey Jones (Mrs.
hges MceCalllps) became a resident.
he families of these women became
o]y united. Nancy, Lizzie, and Sal-
Ann, daughters of Betsey and Moses
rnCallips, became the wives of Moses,
jllam, and Jacob, sons of Sally Ann
nd Abram Cousins,
swurn Wellogg (Mrs. Samuel Spaf-
came in ‘32, with her husband and
ily, from Vergennes, VL Her
hter, FPolly Ann, was one of the
ors on Butternut Ridge, who
t alx days each week for seventy-
cents, and boarded around. Bhe
ame Mrs, Dibble and now finds the

1834 Eliza M. Payson (Mrs. Caleb
ook) and husband left Manchester,
onn,, for a home in Olmsted. They
sttled at first In the western part of

- township, but afterward became
dents of the Cook road.
ally Webster (Mra. Hiram Kellogg)
ame from Vergennes, Vt, with her
ghband and one child in 1834,

- Naturally of a very nervous tempera-
" ment, she was not particularly well
ted to ploneer life. If she were to
@ out of sight of the house and turn
iround three times, she would have no
dea in what directlon from her the log
ouse was; of so Industrious a disposl-
ion that the tilme, while riding even,

uld be wasted If she chanced to for-
get her knitting, which she seidom did.
great deal of her time was devoted
gpinning and weaving and to-day
- are overcoats belng worn, the
oth of which she made and had fulled
‘the woolen factory. With the pro-

time purchased a phaeton for the
of $225., As the vehicle iz still in
stence, though in a very dllapidated
itlon, we fancy it was "handled
care” while she llved. Her wed-
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ding dress, an empire gown of lilac
gilk, {8 In the possesslon of her daugh-
ter, 10lsie (Mrs. J. 8 Hendrickson), of
Olmsted. It |s seventy years old and Is
in a perfect atate of preservation. =

Maria Gapge, whose maiden name wWas
Reublin, came in 1832 from VYermont,
and endured many hardships, as did
also Charlotte Iteublin Sheldon, who
came about the same time. They both
made homes on the bank of Rocky
Rliver, The first achool house was the
regulation log one, with slab desks and
seats, bullt In 1821, near where Snell's
store now stands. Rude though [t was
1t furnished a place for the sons and
daueghters (which were many) of those
ploneer women to acquire a commaon
school educatlon,

The first church organized waa the
Universallst, In 1834. In 1835 the Firat
Congregatlonal Church was organ-
1zed in Olmated Talls, and the list of its
members numbered sixteen, of which
eloeven were women: Mary Ann Flteh,
Jerusha Loomls, Cynthle House, Cath-
erine Nelson, Mary Ann Wood, Rachel
Walt, IW'meline Spencer, Lydia Cune,
Anna 8 How, Harriet Dryden, and
Esther E, Kennedy.

“Religion Is Indeed woman's pan-
mply; no one who wishea her happiness
would divest her of IL."

There were many, many others that
space forblds mentlon, whose lot It was
tn make sacrifices, bear privations, and
axercizge paticrnee and kindness to a de-
gree that the world may never know,
and If It did, would scarcely belleve.

“The a:;eteat lilvea are those to duty
wed, .
Whose deeds, both great and small,
Are rlose knlt strands of one unbroken
thread,
Where love pnnoblea all."
ELLA M. HENDRICKSON,

Historlan.
Olmsted ecommittee—Mrs, Amella
Ames, Mrs, Emma Perry, Miss Delight
Bradford.
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