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COMING EVENTS (subject to change and confirmation closer to the event) 

02 Sep : Evening Meeting - Pen Brown - Scottish Research. 
16 Sep : Morning Meeting - Gerry Eady - UK Research. 
30 Sep : Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members’ Research. 

07 Oct : Evening Meeting - Ian Fyfe - Switzerland. 
21 Oct : Morning Meeting - Bart Russell - World War 2. 
28 Oct : Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members’ Research. 

04 Nov : Evening Meeting - Jonathan Hunt MP speaker and then the AGM 
18 Nov : Morning Meeting - William Clark - How to do Research. 
25 Nov : Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members’ Research. 

02 Dec : Evening Meeting -  Barbara Holt, Historian and then Party Time! 

SCOTTISH RESEARCH - Pen Brown 

Our speaker for this month's evening meeting, 2 September, is Pen Brown. Pen is the Convenor for 
the Wellington Branch. His coming to speak is a 'convenor swap' as Sandra spoke at the Wellington 
Branch last Wednesday, 25 August. 

RESEARCHING IN THE UK - Gerry Eady 

Our speaker for this month's morning meeting, 16 September, will be Gerry who will be talking in 
depth about the repositories, and records available in the UK. 

IRISH RESEARCH WEEK-END - Arranged by Wellington Branch, NZSG  

St Giles Church Hall, Corner Vallance St & Kilbirnie Cres, Kilbirnie, Sat 11th, Sun 12th, September, 
11am-5pm, Admission $5 one day, $ 7.50 two days 

Gwen Reiher will talk at noon on Saturday on ‘Starting Irish family history research’ and at noon on 
Sunday ‘Answering your questions’. We will have research material from the Irish Interest Group in 
Auckland, and our Joe Cassin Irish Collection.  

If you have some useful Irish material to share with others, do bring this along. Do label with your 
name. Photocopier, CDs and microfiche readers available. We will have a sales table for any of your 
second-hand books. Please bring your own lunch. Coffee and tea provided. ALL WELCOME   

Genealogists live in the past lane
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2005 

$30.00 for single membership,  
$40.00 double membership  
There will be a $5.00 discount if subscriptions are paid by 31 December.  
$15.00 newsletter only membership remains as is without any discount. 

THIS YEAR'S AGM 

As Georgina Beyer will not be available to speak on the night of the AGM, we have booked the Rt 
Hon Jonathan Hunt MP and Speaker. He has been a member of the NZSG since its early days in 
West Auckland. As he has another engagement afterwards, we will start on time at 7:30pm. His topic 
is 'Reflections on no. 92'. 

Please note that to vote at the AGM one must be a member of the New Zealand Society of 
Genealogists. In the past, members who have wanted to vote have left it too late to join the Society 
and others were made aware of the issue when they found they could not put in a vote at our AGM. 

NEW ZEALAND GENEALOGIST - Vol 35, no 287 May/June, 2004 

This is the issue with the three little girls on the front cover. For some reason a lot of NZSG members 
did not receive this issue. If you are one of then, you can contact the NZSG office in Auckland, and 
one will be sent out to you. 

IT IS OFFICIAL 

The NZSG conference for 2007 will be held in the Hutt Valley! (over Queen's Birthday week-end, for 
those who are new)  

I have volunteered to chair the 2007 conference committee (and not because I want to mention such 
an arduous task on my CV). Fortunately for me, we have a few conference junkies on the committee 
who have been there and done that and have a lot more clues than I have. We will be on the look out 
for people with certain skills as time goes on and hope to work in with the other branches in our area. 

Sandra mentioned at the Regional meeting a couple of week ago, that we don't want to have all the 
expensive thrills conferences seem to have to have, but want to focus on the real reason for having a 
genealogy conference. 

The 2005 conference will be held in Nelson and in 2006 the NZSG conference will be held in 
Hamilton. In 2008 it is expected to be down in Dunedin and the big Australasian Congress will be 
held in Auckland in 2009..... Suzanne 

SPEAKERS REVIEW - Holiday and Research in the UK   

Speaker for the August Morning meeting was our own committee member Janice Price. Janice, her 
husband Graham, her brother and sister in law went on a busy 3 week bus tour of UK and Scotland.  

During their time in London they went to Ramsbury as one of their family history discoveries. No red 
carpet, no flowers, nothing, the person they had lined up to visit was not at home three times in a 
row. However the local church provided them with items of interest and photos.  

The Taxi driver took them to their other village of one pub where they got the grand tour and 
visualised where their ancestors lived and drank. They only had 6 homes to choose which would 
have been their great grands.  

Back in London the sister in law took her chance to see her family tree homes .... the neighbour was 
in the garden and it was open sesame! Janice reiterated, some ancestors are just not wanting to be 
found.  

NEXT time...... 
submitted by Sandra Greig 

Genealogists are time unravelers



 

 3 

SPEAKERS REVIEW - Computer Databasing and indexing - Paul Alpe 

Paul Alpe’s informative talk on computer databases and indexing was an address he gave at the 
Hastings NZSG Conference. He is the second speaker to our evening meetings who spoke at 
conference. Earlier in the year Sue Green spoke on the benefits of belonging to the NZSG. Paul’s 
speech touched on the issues of producing a database. As genealogists, we are always grateful, 
when on entering a family name in an index, up pops some treasured piece of information. We rarely 
think of the technical aspects that brought this gem to us. 

Yet within our own branch, we have had many members who have laboured away collecting and 
entering data that has become part of a database, mainly for the NZSG databases, but also for the 
wider public, via the internet e.g. personal WebPages, FreeCEN. Information entered into a 
database has to fit into a set programme and Paul clearly outlined how this functioned. He has 
produced an excellent article on the technicalities. This article is available to those wanting more 
detail. 

Some hints Paul mentioned about data entry reflect good practices we might all use.  

Surnames entered all in capitals    ALPE 
Forenames capitals and lower case Paul 
Nicknames in brackets  (Computer man!) 
Dates following this format DD Mmm YYYY   05 Aug 2004 
If the date is uncertain, use c for circa or ?    

Paul has been a key person in the development of the NZSG CDs and NZSG members are 
obviously looking forward to the release of Version 4 later this year. Version 4 will include School 
Admission records, NZSG Certificates Collection, NZ Probates, W. H. Tongue Funeral records, NZ 
Gazette entries, Southland Burial Index and all the information that was on the previous CD.  Both 
Sue and Paul have brought to our attention that membership of the NZSG has much to offer. 

Submitted by Bobbie Amyes  

INTEREST GROUPS AT RESEARCH DAY IN PALMERSTON NORTH  

I saw a quite a few familiar faces at the Palmerston North research day as the keen genes 
congregated from the surrounding areas and quickly hogged up the many (but not enough) 
microfiche  readers.  

The bus load of interest groupies and tables laden with their resources were there and one after 
another they invited those interested to meet and learn about what their particular interest group had 
to offer. 

As I had never taken much notice of interest groups before, I was now all ears. Maybe by joining,  I 
can find my Suttons in Staffordshire! There is a nominal charge to join the interest groups and one 
must also send in self addressed envelopes if they also want the newsletters. It is also possible for 
$4 or $5 per annum to get to read the local historical magazines on a 'round robin'.  

It was recommended that you join one interest group for a couple of years, find out all you can, and 
then join another interest group and do the same rather than trying to join all the groups you are 
interested in at once and skimming the surface.  

For more information see the NZSG Website: http//www.genealogy.org.nz and click on 'special 
interest groups' for more information on the following interest groups: Australian, Channel Islands, 
Cornish, East Anglia, East India, European, Genealogical Computing Group, Greater London, Irish, 
Huguenot, Isle of Man, Maori, Midlands & North West England, North American, North East England, 
Pacific Islands, Scottish, Southern England, Welsh. 

Suzanne 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PROFILES 

As you will probably be stuck with the same committee for another year, we thought we would write a 
bit about ourselves. This month we have a bit about Sandra Greig, our convenor and then me, the 
editor...
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SANDRA GREIG CTM JP  

I will have been Chair of the HVNZS for 2 years in November 2004 and was secretary of the branch 
for 3 years previous to this. I attended my first HVNZSG in 1984 at St James hall having taken a 

genealogical course with Heather Webber  

I began family history about 40 years ago when I was a sweet young (very young) thing. My parents 
told me of their separate Pike/Foot ancestry in Dorset and Somerset...nowadays I find they lived only 
10 miles apart 200 years ago. How close I came to being my own grandma.  

The computer has opened many doors of research and lots of fresh new distant cousins.  

I still cant find my 2x great William HENDLE born 1831 London UK ancestry, but have all his NZ 
occupations including keeper of Karori Lunatic Asylum in 1856 and his lighthouse keeper career 
where he died in service 1881.  

My Danish tree we paid a professional research firm as I sadly can't read the language of my 
paternal grandfather, Vincent Birkegaard Hoboldt Peters, family.  

When I come up for air from family history sleuthing, I am into politics, JP, civil celebrant, grief 
counsellor, events manager, catering , toastmasters, volunteer work and have a background in 
journalism.  

We have travelled the world, first visiting 23 penpals/friends in USA, Canada, Australia and to Japan 
and USA for Sister City projects as the President, and lately UK for dead bodies, and finding lovely 
living twins images of myself - all short, cuddly, and auburn hair (strange the likeness!).  

I have one husband, a train driver, Norm of 37 years, and 3 children, Justine, Ainslie and Simon, (our 
other 3 children Simone, Martin and Christopher are deceased) and we have two granddaughters 
Anabelle and Olivia, one son in law Adam, and one lucky black cat whose name changes depending 
on whose calling him to dinner.  

I am never ever bored.  

SUZANNE SUTTON-CUMMINGS 

I am a 2nd generation Lower Huttite, but spent the first 10 years of my life in Central Hawkes Bay 
before moving to Christchurch with my parents and 3 brothers.  

As a child I nagged my paternal grandmother into giving me information about my English relatives 
and she did eventually draw up a family tree which I still have. She was, however, very tight-lipped 
about her side of the family who had settled in Christchurch. Upon moving back to the Wellington 
region in 1986, I often visited her little sister, who without realising it, gave me a tremendous amount 
of information over the years. She was of the opinion that genealogy was 'being nosy! ... not that we 
have anything to hide,' she once said. They never asked about their ancestors. 

About 7 years ago I was given a copy of 'brother's keeper' which got me putting my collection of 
names and dates on scraps of paper into some sort of order in the computer. I also attended Rachel 
Brown's beginner genealogy class at Onslo College. One thing has lead to another until I was invited 
to join the Hutt Group a couple of years ago, when Lynne Gentry and I found we had more in 
common than hand crafts and trying to learn German. Last year, I decided I would give editing the 
newsletter a go, as I thought it would look good on my CV (and because people have often said they 
enjoy reading my letters). 

My earliest New Zealand ancestors arrived in the early 1840s: the Crowthers from Halifax and the 
Princes from near Wrexham, Wales, settled in Wellington. The Lyes from Martock, Somerset and 
the Hookers from St Just, Cornwall were on the first immigrant ships to New Plymouth.  

George William Brown (gold miner and hotellier) appeared out of nowhere on the West Coast. He 
may have arrived in the 1860s via Victoria and his wife Annie (nee Doyle) may have arrived later. My 
grandmother seems to think they were Scottish. They are still my biggest mystery having had a 
daughter Margaret whose birth in 1876 in Granity does not appear to have been registered. And as it 
turns out, the name 'George William Brown' is incredibly common! 

Next to arrive in the 1870s were the Mundts from West Prussia and Berlin (Stratford), the Smarts 
from Gloucester (Christchurch), the Stevensons from Donegal and West Tyrone (Christchurch)  
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Finally there was my grandfather, James Sutton from near Darlington, who settled in Lower Hutt in 
the early 1920s, along with his mother and a couple of his siblings. In 1990 I lived in England for a 
while and met up with some of the Suttons who stayed behind and learnt their version of our family's 
history. Unfortunately, I did not know enough back then to pursue other branches of the tree.  

My father-in-law is from Falkirk, Scotland, and my husband, Alan, is also half English.  

I am currently working as an assistant accountant at the Catholic Centre in Hill Street, Wellington. 
When I am not mumbling numbers or names and dates, I like to read books. Needless to say, since 
becoming editor, I have been reading a lot more on NZ and British histories, immigration, and 
biographies of notable characters who have had a part to play in history. The more I read, the more I 
realise how little I know about our ancestors and their world!  

THE DO'S AND DON'TS OF GENEALOGY  

DO's 

 Do keep record of everything that you do 

 Do speak to as many living relatives as possible 

 Do use internet sites with searchable databases 

 Do use your public (and branch!) library 

 Do find out if other people are researching the same family tree 

 Do create a form that you can hand out relatives for them to fill in 

 Do verify any dates with certificates when possible 

 Do join your local friendly genealogy society 

 Do search through obituary columns regularly 

 Do try to visit towns where your family used to reside 

DON'Ts 

 Don't do things too quickly - a methodical approach to genealogy is much safer 

 Don't try to use your memory in order to remember dates when talking to people 

 Don't rely on the internet too much. Some information is not available online 

 Don't pay too much for information from Web sites (most reputable sites charge a nominal fee to 
cover costs) 

 Don't discard surnames that are spelt slightly different to yours 

 Don't think that everything on your PC is safe without backups 

 Don't buy the latest PC if you are only going to use it for genealogy 

 Don't localise your search too much. Many families have links to other countries 

 Don't think you are alone. Other people might be searching the same tree as you 

 Don't ever give up - try looking at things from another angle if you are stuck 

from the magazine, The complete beginners guide to starting out in genealogy, Family Trees for Beginners 

THE CENSUS - from 1890 Harper's Weekly 

Census Taker: "Good morning, madam, I'm taking the census."  

Old Lady: "The what?" 

Census Taker: "The c-e-n-s-u-s!" 

Old Lady: "For lans sakes! What with tramps takin' everythin' they kin lay their han's on, young folks 
takin' fotygrafs of ye without so much as askin', an' impudent fellows comin' roun' as wants ter take 
yer senses, pretty soon there won't be nothin' left ter take, I'm thinkin'." 

Genealogists never die, they just lose their census 
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WEBSITES 

jdyhrber@dcc.govt.nz  Dunedin Cemeteries - Jennifer Dyhrberge will tell you if and where your 
relative is buried in one of the Cemeteries 

http://www.nzetc.org/  The NZ digital Library now has the text of 25 of the official War histories of 
WWII online 

http://www.rgo.act.gov.au/home.htm  BDM information for ACT - includes c9300 deaths over 30 
years olds, from 1930 (when ACT registration started) to 1973; usually, in spreadsheet format, which 
takes a while to download 

http://www.nt.gov.au/justice/graphpages/bdm/index.shtml Northern Territory (NT) BDM info. 

http://www.genuki.org.uk/  There are pages about researching from outside the UK and Ireland, 
census records, civil registration, military records, church records, maps ... the list goes on. also 
each county has a page. 

White pages - county's version of ours in England. Apart from trying to find an address for someone, 
the electoral role for 2003 is also online. This is where everybody eligible to vote is listed for the 
whole of the British Isles. 

http://www.cossar.co.nz/  Clipper ships - has some links to related sites and lists some ships arriving 
into Auckland 

www.mygateway.info  Wellington City Library 

SPnewsletter@scotlandonline.co.uk 

http://www.wrightson.co.nz/aboutus/aw021.asp  Wright Stephenson - the history of this large 
agricultural firm in New Zealand 

www.canterburymuseum.com  Canterbury Museum 

http://shippinglists.museum.vic.gov.au/  Victoria shipping inwards 

 http://www.historyfromheadstones.com/index.php?graveyards  Ulster IRL 

 http://www.historicaldirectories.org/  UK directories 

http://www.1914-1918.net/hospitals.uk.htm  Military hospitals in the UK 1914-1918. 

from the Gore branch newsletter July 04 

www.FunStuffForGenealogists.com  From family Tree Magazine - all about scrapbooks, heirlooms, 
photos etc 

www.familytreemagazine.com Family Tree Magazine, (also in book form) 

www.gazettes-online.co.uk/index.asp?webType=0  the London, Edinburgh and Belfast Gazettes are 
the official newspapers of record in the UK. Check the archives section for information relating to the 
World Wars. 

www.victoriacross.net/award.asp?vc  this site lists award winners of the Victoria Cross 

from Practical Family History, March 2004 

Non-Conformists 

www.quaker.org.uk  the religious Society of Friends' website with links to all sorts of information 
including the library 

www.salvationarmy.org.uk  All about the Salvation Army 

www.ucl.ac.uk/library/huguenot.htm  The Huguenot Library in London provides an invaluable source 
for those tracing Huguenot forebears 

from Practical Family History, July 2004 
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GUIDELINES FOR LIBRARY ACQUISITIONS - for comment. 

The purpose of the branch Library is to provide genealogical material to Group members. This 
includes books, journals, microfiche, tapes, CDs and maps not readily available in the Wellington 
area public libraries. Limited storage space is available so there is a need to be selective in the 
acquisition of such items. All care will be taken not to duplicate material readily available from these 
public sources. 

Each year the Branch budget provides for the purchase of material, as well as the upkeep of existing 
holdings. Members, other genealogists and the National Society also donate material to the Branch. 
In some cases consideration may be given as to whether a book offered to our library, because of its 
rarity and interest to the general public, should first be offered to the Alexander Turnbull Library or 
the New Zealand Society library. 

Financial members only are allowed to borrow material from the Branch Library. 

Main categories of material to be acquired at the librarian’s discretion are: - 

 Genealogical books, e.g. ‘How to’… sources of information  

 Family History magazines, NZSG branch newsletters  

 NZ biographical sources  

 Indices, lists of names, cemetery transcriptions, trade directories, general directories  

 Donated Family Histories (as a record of member’s research and examples of published 
family histories)  

 Donated Wellington and Hutt Valley reference books  

 Donated NZ local histories.  

The library will not be holding any of the following: 

 Telephone directories  

 NZ Electoral Rolls  

 Travel books  

 General newspapers  

The Hutt Valley branch of the New Zealand Society of Genealogists reserve the right to decline or 
direct elsewhere any contributions which do not fit the Library Guidelines criteria 

RESOURCES DONATED BY THE FAMILY OF THE LATE JIM DEMPSEY 

Books 

 A Comedy of Errors by Michael Whitfield Foster 

 in Search of Scottish Ancestry by Gerald Hamilton-Edwards 

 A Genealogical Gazetteer of Scotland - Frank Smith, F.S.G. 

 A Genealogical Gazetteer of England - Frank Smith, F.S.G. 

 Tracing your Family History in Australia (2nd edition) by Nick Vine Hall 

 Roots and Branches (Ancestry for Australians) by Errol Lea-Scarlett 

CDs - Reference Only 

 NZSG Index Version 2 

 BBS Index 

 BVI 

 FH Library Catalogue (as at March 2000) 

 Australia Vital Records (1788-1905) 

  

DIVORCES IN NEW ZEALAND ON MICROFICHE 

These are now available thanks to the generosity of Betty Pyne. These records have been gleaned 
from 'The Truth' 1946 to 1966.
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ARE YOU ADDICTED TO GENEALOGY? 

 When you visit a different city do you look through the phone book to find people that have the 
same surname as one of your ancestors? 

 Do you get excited when you drive past a cemetery? 

 Do you talk about your deceased ancestors although they were still alive? 

 Does your librarian or archivist know your family history? 

 Do you check the obituaries every day? 

 Does you spouse call the library to see when you are coming home? 

 Do you spend holidays tracking down ancestors in local courthouses/libraries/cemeteries? 

 Do you keep photos of tombstones of long deceased ancestors in your wallet 

 Can you remember the date your ancestor died but can't remember to feed the pets? 

 Instead of an emergency kit in your car, do you have a research kit? 

 Does you boss call the library or archives to see when you will be coming back from a lunch 
break? 

If you say 'yes' to any of these you are at risk!! 
from the Hawkes Bay Twig May 04 

FINAL NOTE 

Any contributions to the newsletters for October need to be received by the editor by the next 
committee meeting/research evening, the last Thursday of the month, the 30th of September.  

Thank you to all those who contributed. 


