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COMING EVENTS (subject to change and confirmation closer to the event) 

05 Oct: Linda Evans - Alexander Turnbull Library - Oral History 
19 Oct: Alison Ainsworth and Eileen Kennedy - The Register General's Office 

02 Nov: Annual General Meeting and then Gary Tonks - The Tonks Family of Early Wellington 
16 Nov: Marlene Sayers - Parish Chest Records 

07 Dec: Alison Underhill - 19th Century Clothing 

THURSDAY EVENING 05 OCT - ORAL HISTORY 

Linda Evans will be talking about the Oral History Section at the Alexander Turnbull Library 

THURSDAY MORNING 19 OCT - REGISTER GENERAL'S OFFICE  

Alison Ainsworth is the Business Support Officer of Birth, Deaths and Marriages and Eileen 
Kennedy (staff member at the Register General's Office 

COME EARLY TO BOTH MEETINGS FOR RESEARCH AND LIBRARY - 6.30.pm for 
evening meeting and 9.00.am for the morning meeting on branch meeting days. 

CUPPA AND COOKIE - available before the morning meeting - and after the evening 
meetings - gold coin donation please 

SUNDAY 15 OCT - HUTT VALLEY RESEARCH DAY - A TASTE OF GENEALOGY 

OPEN DAY - Family history – an allergy that is catching!   

10am - 4pm. Hutt Bridge Club, 1 Park Street Avalon. All welcome! 
$5.00 entry * BYO lunch. Tea, coffee and biscuits provided for a gold coin donation.  

An introduction to family history for newcomers  * Help for those who have questions about 
where they have got to so far  * Research opportunities for those filling in the gaps 
*Countries of interest research desks * World-wide fiche and readers * Computer and 
internet sessions * Raffle $2 * Bring a friend * 

Warwick Johnston, local historian and author, will also have a local history information table. 
Library will be open but no books will be issued. Archive rules will apply.  

 



 

 

THURSDAY 2 NOV -  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

It is only one month away. Sandra our Chair will be standing down along with two or three others on 
the committee and we will need new committee members.  

WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE?  

Series 2 of UK's family history program Who Do You Think You Are? is showing on Sky's UKTV 
starting on Tuesday 3 October 8.30 pm replaying at 3am Wednesday morning.  

The first program shows the journey of Stephen Fry finding his Jewish family roots.  

LEVIN BRANCH NZSG OPEN/RESEARCH DAY 

Saturday 14
th
 October 10am – 4pm at St Johns Methodist Church Hall, Kent St, Levin 

Cost: $5.00 for the day and includes tea & coffee (shops and supermarkets are handy if you wish to 
purchase food). 

 A chance for genealogists to spend a day researching. There will be people available to introduce 
new/intending/budding genealogists to this very addictive addiction.  There will be research material 
on the day that is from peoples own personal libraries that is not normally available in the Levin 
Research rooms. 

A FAMILY HISTORY DAY WITH JAN GOW 

Monday 16th October 2006 at The Park Bowling Club Evans Bay*  

―Beginning Your Family History‖ at Kilbirnie Branch NZ Society of Genealogists 

ALL DAY 9:30 AM TO 9:30 PM 

Family history papers. Want help using the internet need organising? for family history research? An 
introduction to family history for newcomers  Help for those have questions about what to do next 
Research opportunities for those filling in the gaps 

PROGRAMME: 

 9.30–10am public entry $4.00 fee – tea & coffee served all day no charge.  
 10am –11am Jan Gow lecture ―Beginning your Family History‖ & question time, followed by 

tea/coffee and biscuits.  
 11am-7pm all day help desks, NZSG bookstall, research opportunities, expert helpers in 

Scottish, Irish, English and NZ family history research plus a range of CD and microfiche 
resources.  Take a lunch break at a local Kilbirnie café! 

 5.15 – 6.30pm Teatime:  join us for a takeaways tea.  
 7.30- 8.30pm Jan Gow lecture (repeat of morning lecture) and question time. 

Jan describes herself as half Irish, quarter Scottish, quarter English; was born in Australia, married in 
England with children born in New Zealand.  She now lives in Auckland and as well as owning 
Beehive Books conducts classes on family history research including how to use the internet to best 
advantage. Jan began researching her own family history in 1981 and has been helping others with 
theirs ever since.  

Her many contributions to family history were recognised in June this year at the Australasian 
Federation of Family History Organisations Congress with their award for meritorious services to 
Family History. 

SCOTTISH INTEREST GROUP of GREATER WELLINGTON  

Sunday 5th November 2006, 1-4 pm  
Wee door charge $2  ALL WELCOME  
Scottish Research at the Lounge, St Giles Church Corner Vallance St and Kilbirnie Cres, Kilbirnie 
A brief AGM at 1:30 pm and discussion on programme for next year.  

We will have a selection of Scottish family history magazines and our own resources, for Scottish 
family history research. If you have some useful Scottish material to share with others, do bring this 



 

 

along. Do label with your name. Photocopier and microfiche readers available. 

Scottish Interest Group of NZSG - www.scotgroup.tk  Contact: Pen Brown  penbrown@globe.net.nz 

PALMERSTON NORTH BRANCH RESEARCH DAY 

Saturday 11th Nov 06 - 9am to 4pm 
At Queen Elizabeth College, Rangitikei Street Palmerston North 
Cost: $10 Everyone welcome 
Bring your own Lunch (Tea and Coffee Supplied)  

Guest Speakers: Dr Graham Langton ―Family History at Archives New Zealand―, Peter Nash 
(Executive Officer of NZSG) and Sue Greene (NZSG Council) 

―New Zealand Collections‖ & ―NZSG‖ Selection of NZSG CD’s - NZ Gazettes, Overseas CD’s, 
Microfiche – NZ BDM’s 1848 – 1990, NZ Cemeteries, IGI –, Probates, Coroner’s Inquest Reports, 
Notices of Intentions to Marry. Eighteen computers with internet connections and readers available.  

Selection of Local Histories, Palmerston North Cemetery Records. 

NZSG Sale Goods and Raffle available 

Please Contact: Joan Bak Email: bak@internet.co.nz 

WEBSITES 

 WORLD WAR 1 MEMORIALS - www.channel4.com/lostgeneration. 

A friend sent me this website and sent me copies of old letters recently in a bureau. They were 
written by an uncle who died on the Somme in August 1916. The first letter was written in 1913 and 
the rest during World War 1. He was writing to his sister. His name is on a memorial in a Church and 
in a bank that is on this site, hence I was sent it - Faye Allwood 

The following are from Bryan Hamilton's latest newsletter. 

 PASSCHENDAELE - OCTOBER 1917. 
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~sooty/passtitle.html 

A list of the 1200 new Zealanders whose bodies were never recovered at Passchendaele 
Thank you to Lt-Colonel Glyn Harper and Harper Collins for their permission to print these names 
from Glyn's book Massacre at Passchendaele - The New Zealand Story (Harper Collins 2000).  
The following names are on the Memorial to the Missing at Tyne Cot Cemetery, Zonnebeke, West 
Vlaanderen, Belgium. The memorial bears the names of almost 1200 New Zealanders who fell in the 
battles for Passchendaele and whose bodies were never recovered. 
On the 12 October 1917, New Zealand lost 117 officers and 3179 men within a few hours. 

 WOMEN PIRATES  - http://www.elizabethan-era.org.uk/famous-women-pirates.htm 

 IRISH GENEALOGY FORUM - http://irish.genealogyforum.eu/ 

Are you looking for an Irish surname or clan? Do you need more information about your family 
heritage? This is the right place to start your genealogy search. 

 SCIENTIFIC ARCHIVES FREE ONLINE - http://www.pubs.royalsoc.ac.uk/index.cfm?page=1373 

If you're interested in science, or had an ancestor who was a scientist, you may like to know that the 
Royal Society is making hundreds of papers from 1665 onwards available online - and until 
December access is free! Papers include Halley's 1705 description of the comet he discovered, and 
an account of Benjamin Franklin's experiments with lightning (1752). More recent contributions 
include the discovery of penicillin and Stephen Hawking's first paper.  

22 August 1851  
Gold discovered in Australia 
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SPEAKER'S REVIEW -  DR DAVID COLLINGWOOD - OLD KING COLE 

Old King Cole was a merry old soul, and a merry old soul was he; 

He called for his pipe and he called for his bowl 

And he called for his fiddlers three. 

Every fiddler he had a fiddle and a very fine fiddle had he; 

Twee tweedle dee, tweedle dee went the fiddlers 

Oh there's none so rare as can compare 

With King Cole and his fiddlers three. 

Most, if not all, nursery rhymes have their origins in true historical events and old King Cole, the 
merry old soul, is no exception. Dr Collingwood claims to be descended from the original character!  

Dr Collingwood's surname has Celtic origins and is from the name Cole or Coel and his Cole's lived 
in the woods. He claimed that people who acquired a surname ending in field, worked in the fields. 
Dr Collingwood also claims that his Collingwoods have certain shaped ears which are distinct to 
them! 

Popular British legend tells us that there is said to have been a King Cole living in the town of 
Colchester in Essex in the third century AD. In about 1129, Henry of Huntingdon claimed that Cole 
was the father of St Helena and therefore grandfather of the Roman Emperor, Constantine the 
Great. 'Colchester' can be interpreted as meaning 'Cole's castle', although it is generally thought to 
derive from the River Coln, itself named after the Roman colonia established there. The town also 
contains an old Roman quarry called 'King Cole's Kitchen'. 

An altogether more historical character was Coel Hen, a Welsh name which actually means 'Coel the 
Old'.  

In the nursery rhyme, the pipe he called for was probably his flute or another wind instrument.  

Illustration: Old King Cole, illustration by Maxfield Parrish from "Nursery Rhymes in Prose", 1909 
from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_King_Cole 
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1957 PREDICTIONS  (from http://www.LostCousins.com) 

This is from a copy of the "News of the World Household Guide and Almanac 1957", which had an 
article predicting the technological advances that were "almost certain" to be made by the year 2000, 
including  

 the conquest of cancer 
 transatlantic rocket mail 
 cultivation of the Sahara Desert 
 the production of plastic beef and other food substitutes 
 the atomic plane, car, and household power station 
 the turning of night into day by the release of chemicals 70 miles up 
 prolongation of the human life span to 125 years 

The many inventions that were NOT predicted include bar codes, personal computers, cellular 
phones, video recorders, audio cassettes, CDs and DVDs, Post-It-Notes, liposuction, Prozac, and of 
course email and the Internet.  

The only prediction made that has so far proven correct was the landing of unmanned satellites on 
the moon (which the USSR achieved in 1959). But, to their credit, they did highlight the shrinking of 
the polar ice caps, an early sign of global warming.  

Prediction is always difficult (especially about the future, as Sam Goldwyn allegedly quipped). Who 
could have forecast even 5 years ago that genealogy would become as popular, or that so much of 
the research could be carried out at home? 

 

THE RELIGOUS CENSUS OF 1851 - Hudson's English History - A Compendium - Roger Hudson  

On Mid-Lent or Mothering Sunday, the 30th of March that year, for the first and last time all those 
attending places of worship in England and Wales in the morning, afternoon or evening were 
counted, and this produced the following figures (persons at church and percentage of total 
population): 

Church of England  2,971,258 17% 
Nonconformist  3,110,782 17% 
Roman Catholic  249,389 1% 
Sectarian   24,793  0.1% 

Total 6,356,222  - 35% out of a total population of about 18 million 

These figures came as a considerable jolt, showing that 65 percent of the population were 'habitual 
neglecters of the public ordinances of religion', and that the Nonconformist church and chapel goers 
outnumbered those attending church of England services. Further analysis demonstrated that 
organised religion - Anglicanism in particular - had failed lamentably to spread the Word among the 
new town-dwelling masses. 

Putting to one side the Roman Catholics, particularly strong in Lancashire, and the High, Broad and 
Low persuasions within the Church of England, it is the Non-conformists who present the most 
confusing picture. However, it is somewhat simplified when it is remembered that half the Non-
conformists were Methodists of some kind, a quarter were Congregationalists and 20% were 
Baptists. Non-conformity was weak in London, dominant in Wales and strong in the urban industrial 
towns, with Wesleyan Methodism predominating. That type was also strong in Cornwall, as was 
Primitive Methodism in Lincolnshire, the East Riding of Yorkshire and Norfolk, while there were many 
Particular Baptists in Monmouthshire, Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire. 

http://www.lostcousins.com/


 

 

 



 

 

GENEOLOGICAL PUZZLE - from the Irish Interest Group Newsletter June 2006 

Mary and her 4 brothers had very similar histories. Determine when each was born, when they 
married and when they died. 

1. The oldest sibling married 2 years after the one born in 1921 
2. Mary had been married for 40 years when she died, and was born a year later than the brother 

who died in 1989 
3. The youngest sibling married a year before Joseph and died a year before Michael. 
4. The one who married in 1950 died 2 years before the one who married in 1949. 
5. The one born in 1923 married more than a year before Joseph and died more than a year before 

him 
6. William is the only one with statistics that are all odd numbered years;  
7. Peter (whose dates are all even numbered) died a year after the one who married in 1946. 

Answer in next newsletter.... 

THE GOOD OLD DAYS from NEW-ZEALAND-request@rootsweb.com 

During the demolition of an old building in Lichfield, England, a document was discovered dated 
1852, in which were set out working conditions and rules to be observed by the clerical staff, who 
had just benefited from the new Labour Laws. 

1. Godliness, cleanliness and punctuality are the necessities of good business. 
2. The firm has reduced hours of work and clerical staff will now only have to be present between 

the hours of 7am and 6pm on week days. 
3. Daily prayers will be held each morning in the main office; the clerical staff will be present. 
4. Clothing must be worn of sober nature. The clerical staff will not disport themselves in raiment of 

bright colours, nor will they wear hose, unless in good repair. 
5. Overshoes and top coats may be worn in the office. Scarves and headgear may be worn in 

inclement weather. 
6. A stove is provided for the benefit of the clerical staff; coal and wood must be kept in the locker. 

It is recommended that each member of the clerical staff brings four pounds of coal each day 
during cold weather. 

7. No members of the staff may leave the room without permission from Mr Rogers. The calls of 
nature are permitted without permission and the clerical staff may use the garden below the 
second gate. This area must be kept in good order. 

8. No talking is allowed during business hours. 
9. The craving for tobacco, wines or spirits is a human weakness and is forbidden to all members of 

the clerical staff. 
10. Now that the hours have been drastically reduced the partaking of food is allowed between 

11.30am and noon, but work on no account ceases. 
11. Members of the clerical staff will provide their own pens. A new sharpener is available on 

application to Mr Rogers 
12. Mr Rogers will nominate a senior clerk to be responsible for the cleanliness of the main office 

and private office. All boys and juniors will report to him 40 minutes before prayers and will 
remain after closing hours for similar work. Brushes, brooms, scrubbing brushes and soap are  
provided by the management. 

13. The new increased weekly wages are; junior boys to 11 years 1/4d; boys to 14 years 2/4d; 
juniors 4/8d; clerks 10/9d; senior clerks after 15 years service with the owner 21/-. The owners 
recognise the generosity of the new labour laws but will expect a great rise in output to 
compensate for these near utopian conditions. 

15 June 1215 
King John signs Magna Carta 

at Runnymede, England 
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SNOBS and SLOPS - from http://www.LostCousins.com 

'Snob' is an old name for a shoemaker or cobbler - and apparently one that is still used in some parts 
of the England, as well as in the navy. Another old term which lives on in the navy is, 'slops', 
meaning a clothing store. 

ABBREVIATIONS FOR GENEALOGISTS by Chris Dunham 

 AFAICTWDAR — As far as I can tell without doing actual research 
 AMOUFL — As a matter of unfounded family legend 
 IMPGHO — In my paternal grandmother's humble opinion 
 BTWYA — By the way, you're adopted  

The Genealoguejavascript:ol('http://email.1837online.com/I?a%3dA9X7CqlD0Klt8StaSaIxz9XkkQ'); 

14 September 1752 
England & colonies adopt Gregorian calendar 

11 days disappear 
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