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COMING EVENTS 

12 Nov: Overseas Research from New Zealand  – Panel of 4 from the Hutt Branch 
19 Nov: Maps at Alexander Turnbull Library – Dave Small 

10 Dec: Petone Mayor Project and Christmas Party - Branch Committee 

Evening meeting Doors open 7pm. Notices begin 7.30pm. Speaker begins about 8pm 
(approx 1 hour) 

Day meeting Doors open 9.30am. Notices begin 10am. Speaker begins about 10.30am 
(approx 1 hour). Please note the Library does not open until 10am. 

 

THIS MONTH'S EVENING MEETING 12 NOVEMBER 

There will be a panel of 4 members who will talk for 10 minutes each on the subject of 
"Overseas research from New Zealand". In the chair will be Deborah Beban to make sure 
they all behave. 

The panel will consist of: 

 Alistair Hardy talking about Australia 

 Graeme McVerry talking about Ireland 

 Ian Fyfe talking about Scotland 

 Mike Guest talking about England 

 

 

LIBRARY RESOURCES 

Membership cards must be shown to the Petone Library staff if members wish to borrow our 
own branch resources outside branch meeting hours! 

Research can be undertaken 7 days a week at the Petone Library during their opening 
hours. Opening hours are 10:00 am to 5:30pm. The Petone library has plenty of long-term 
parking. The NZSG Hutt branch library books can only be taken out by branch members. 

 

 

 

http://www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz/
http://www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz/
mailto:HuttValley@genealogy.org.nz
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2009 SPEAKERS PROGRAMME - WE WELCOME BRANCH MEMBERS IDEAS 

Please let Lynly or your committee know if you or any other members of the Hutt Branch 
would like to give a presentation and/or if anyone has a particular speaker they would like us 
to invite to talk at our branch meetings 
 

BRANCH CD COLLECTION 

The branch CD collection is also available to use during Petone library’s opening hours. A 
computer is available in the Heritage area to view the CDs. This is the stand alone computer 
near the branch’s shelves of resources. The librarians can help you to log onto the computer 
as it is user id and password protected. 

The CDs are stored in the large grey cabinet in the Heritage area on the left hand side 
opposite the Evening Post newspaper microfilms. To gain access to the collection, please 
show your membership card to the librarians and ask for the key to the cabinet. If you 
require help, branch assistance is available on Saturday and Wednesday mornings 10–12. 

 

2010 MONTHLY CHALLENGE TO MEMBERS OF THE HUTT BRANCH – Lynly Yates 

To leave memories and stories about your life with family and descendants 

 February - my earliest childhood memory 

 March - first day at school and special memories of school days 

 April - family holidays and/or visits from cousins and relatives 

 May - games or sports played or special national game you attended 

 June - first day at work or employment history 

 July - 21
st
 birthday or special family birthday party 

 August - memory of a wedding or special wedding anniversary 

 September - the families first vehicle and later modes of transport 

 October - the houses we lived in and places we lived 

 November - memories of my grandparents 

 December - Antique Road show - bring along your family antiques 

Each month at the beginning of the monthly meetings we invite members to talk about their 
memories and/or write an article to publish in the branch magazine.  By the end of the year 
members may have written and perhaps completed writing memories about their lives.  
Remember that all family research starts from you. 

 

LIFE MEMBER PROFILE – BETTY PYNE

Betty joined the Hutt Valley Branch in February 1983 soon after the Hutt Valley branch 
began. This is also when she began her own family history research. She is best known for 
her scrapbooks for which she was given life membership in December 1999.  

The Scrapbooks 

We have 49 files of Betty's scrapbooks in our library which she began compiling more than 
20 years ago. She took over from another branch member. The scrapbooks date back to the 
1970s with a few cuttings dating back even further. Betty's cuttings mostly come from The 
Last Post (the RSA newsletter), The Hutt News and The Dominion (now The Dominion 
Post). 

The sort of thing that Betty looks for is anything that genealogists and family historians would 
be interested in. This includes obituaries, births, deaths, marriages and anniversaries. She 
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usually has 2 or 3 scrapbooks on the go and spends an average of an hour a day cutting out 
the items and placing them into the scrapbooks. At the end of the year she indexes the 
whole year's names. 

Microfiche 

Betty was also the branch's microfiche librarian and has an extensive collection of her own. 
She was known as the 'bloodhound' when it came to finding a lost ancestor. On research 
days she would lend her own personal collection of microfiche.  

Back before the days of personal computers, Betty was on the sales table selling such 
things as the NZSG pedigree charts and the Hutt Valley's Resources book. She was also on 
the branch committee for a number of years. 

 

BETTY PYNE COLLECTION INDEX 

This is available on CD (compiled by Deb Beban and Lois Bartlett) and is searchable for 
scrapbooks 1-45. The index will tell you the scrapbook number and page number. The 
scrapbooks are either on the Branch's shelves in Petone Library or in the grey cabinet which 
is where you will also find the index. 

 

THE BRANCH'S MICROFICHE COLLECTION 

Petone Library has an extensive collection of microfiche on shelves near their microfiche 
readers. For any that Petone Library don't have, there is the branch's collection which is in 
the grey cabinet. They have recently been sorted and listed. 

 

DEBTORS, DRUNKARDS AND DIVERSE DELINQUENTS 

RECORDS OF THE DISTRICT COURT AND ITS PREDECESSORS by Donald Hansen 

Taken from the Conference Proceedings 2007.  

Introduction 

Court cases are interesting. Newspaper reports prove it. Usually they cover only the 
more sensational cases, but they are just the tip of the iceberg for family historians. Not 
only do they 'flesh out' your ancestors, they also provide evidence of unexpected 
relationships. Whether it was due to crime, bankruptcy, maintenance, licences, debt  or 
drunkenness, many of our ancestors appeared in court. They seemed more ready to 
sue than we are today, and with a magistrate's court in many small towns, it must have 
been a familiar and easy thing to do. 

Today's District Courts were only established in 1980, but their line of descent can be 
traced back to 1840 through the Magistrates Courts, the Resident Magistrates Courts, and 
the Police Magistrates. In the 19th century other courts with similar jurisdictions were 
eventually merged or abolished, or fell into disuse, but they are included here. 

Excluded from this paper are the higher courts (High Court, Court of Appeal and 
Supreme Court); courts that determined land tenure or use (Warden's Court, 
Environment Court, Maori Land Court and Waitangi Tribunal); licensing courts; the 
Employment Court; and their predecessors. 

History of Today's District Courts 

Maori used tikanga (custom) for social control, but early European settlers were 
subject to little legal restraint.' In 1814 the missionary Thomas Kendall was appointed 
New Zealand's first Justice of the Peace and "Resident Magistrate in the Bay of 
Islands".' Justices of the Peace, unpaid and often not legally trained, were appointed to 
dispense summary justice for minor offences in their communities. However Kendall had 
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no power to determine guilt or punishment as New Zealand wasn't a British dependency. 
He had to file cases in Sydney to be dealt with under international law and would not get 
a reply for months, even years, by which time most offenders had long since gone. 

Police Magistrates, 1840-47 

In 1840 New Zealand became part of the colony of New South Wales, and thus British 
territory. The model of Police Magistrates, combining both judicial and policing powers, was 
transported from New South Wales. The first Police Magistrate was based at Kororareka, 
where his home doubled as New Zealand's first courthouse. In 1847 the powers of police 
and judiciary were separated with the appointment of Resident Magistrates. 

Courts of General and Quarter Sessions, 1841-42 

Like their namesakes in New South Wales and England, they tried criminal cases, 
including jury trial.They were replaced by County Courts. 

Courts of Petty Sessions of the Peace, 1841-91 

Petty Sessions allowed Justices of the Peace to decide summary cr iminal and civil 
(unpaid debts and property damage) cases and a few indictable offences. In 1858 their  
criminal jurisdiction was taken over by District Courts, then returned in 1865, but it didn't 
halt their gradual decline. 

Visiting Justices, 1841-58 

Two or more Justices of the Peace, as "Visiting Justices", could hear summary criminal 
cases "in various remote parts", with the same powers as a Court of Petty Sessions of the 
Peace.  They were replaced by District Courts.  

Courts of Requests, 1841-42, 1844-58 

Presided over by legally qualified Commissioners, these courts handled the recovery of 
small debts.  They were replaced by County Courts in 1842, reinstated in 1844, then 
replaced by District Courts. 

County Courts, 1842-44 

They had civil, criminal and probate jurisdiction, and were presided over by legally qualified 
Judges. When they were abolished their civil authority was partially taken up by the 
reinstated Court of Requests. 

Courts of Sessions of the Peace, 1846-58 

They had the same powers as Courts of General or Quarter Sessions in England and 
were presided over by Justices of the Peace. They were replaced by District Courts. 

Resident Magistrates Courts, 1847-93 

Resident Magistrates were Justices of the Peace, so did not need to be legally qualified . 
As well as their judicial role in deciding a limited range of criminal and civil cases, they acted 
as general agents of government, especially in rural areas. In the 1860s and 70s Dunedin 
had a Mayor's Court, but this was just the mayor acting as Resident  Magistrate. 
Resident Magistrates were replaced by Stipendiary (permanent salaried) Magistrates 
sitting in Magistrates Courts. 

District Courts, 1858-1909 

District Courts were between Resident Magistrates Courts and Supreme Courts in 
jurisdiction and status, with legally qualified judges. They gradually declined as the 
jurisdiction gap between Resident Magistrates Courts and Supreme Courts closed.  
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Native Circuit Courts, 1858-67 

Resident Magistrates, "assisted by at least one Native Assessor", could preside over 
criminal and civil sittings of Native Circuit Courts in Maori land areas. They were 
abolished in 1867. 

Magistrates Courts, 1893-1980 

In 1893 the jurisdiction of Resident Magistrates Courts was extended and Resident 
Magistrates were replaced by Stipendiary Magistrates who had to be legally qualified 
for all but minor civil cases. Over time Magistrates Courts' jurisdiction and status grew; 
from the late 1940s all magistrates had to be legally qualified. 

Children's Courts, 1925-74; Children and Young Persons Courts 1974-89 Youth Courts 
1989-date 

Stipendiary Magistrates or Justices of the Peace originally dealt with offenders aged up to 
15, raised to 16 in 1927. Since 1989 only District Court Judges can decide cases." 

Small Claims Tribunals 1977-88; Disputes Tribunals 1988-date 

They made it easier and cheaper to settle small claims, by magistrates who do not have to 
be legally qualified. 

District Courts, 1980-date 

Magistrates Courts' increasing status and jurisdiction led to their upgrading in 1980 as 
District Courts, presided over by District Court Judges. Today they try criminal cases and 
civil cases up to $200,000. 

Family Courts, 1980-date 

A branch of the District Court handling domestic and matrimonial proceedings, and cases 
involving children and other dependents; they are more informal than District Courts. 

The Records 

Although 66 district courts exist today, records of around 200 past and present courts 
survive. Very few date from the 1840s or 1850s, but the surviving records of most 
courts start before 1890. Although each court maintained its own records, they followed a 
common format. 

Donald's paper goes on to describe, with many examples: early criminal records, criminal 
record books, early civil records, plaint books, home process books, foreign process books, 
civil record books, judgment summons books, warrant books, proceedings, minute books 
and judges' notebook, case files, birth, marriage and death registers, adoption records, 
vaccination registers, industrial school and child welfare orders, maintenance, alien 
registration files, mental illness, letters and letter books, and court cases in other records. 

He also has a section on access to these records (as at 2007) and includes an extensive 
section on his references. 

 

CHRISTCHURCH CITY ARCHIVES 

from http://www.ccc.govt.nz/thecouncil/howthecouncilworks/ourhistory/archives.aspx 

For those of you intending to head off down to Christchurch to do research.  

Over recent weeks the CCC Archives collection has been moving from Archives New 
Zealand, Peterborough Street (where they have been housed since 1989) to their new home 
at the Recall document centre facility at 12 Braeburn Drive, Sockburn. 

Viewing of material in the collection is now by appointment only – please contact the 
archivist with any enquiries. 

http://www.ccc.govt.nz/thecouncil/howthecouncilworks/ourhistory/archives.aspx
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The first point of contact with the archivist should be through archives@ccc.govt.nz or phone 
(03) 941 8614 (Eva) and (03) 941 8845 (Annabel). They are still unpacking and moving 
material around but are checking our email everyday and will respond to customers as soon 
as possible. They are busy setting up the new reading rooms and are looking forward to 
being ready for visitors in the near future.  

Christchurch City Council, under the provisions of the Public Records Act 2005, has a 
legislative requirement to preserve records deemed as archival, to both aid accountability 
and enhance and promote the historical and cultural heritage of the city. 

Records held in their collection include:  

 local authority meeting papers  

 correspondence  

 legal and financial records  

 cemetery records  

 town planning and property documentation  

 staff records  

 valuation rolls  

 maps and plans of the city  

Please note that there may be limitations placed on some parts of the collection – either due 
to restricted content or extreme fragility of the items. The archivists will advise accordingly.  

 

INTENTIONS TO MARRY (from Oct N/L Motueka Branch. Thanks also to Graham Hoult) 

Folio numbers are what we used to order birth, marriage and death certificates. 

Intention to marry (ITM) forms can contain a little further information and are useful to have 
– they can be obtained from Archives New Zealand. 

ITMs usually contain the following: 

 Date ITM is registered 

 Full name, marital status, occupation and age of both parties 

 Dwelling place of both parties 

 Length of residence in registration district 

 Place where marriage will take place 

 Person giving consent in case of minors 

 Date of marriage certificate (licence?) 

 Name of officiating minister or registrar 

There is a card index up to 1874 at Archives New Zealand, Wellington. After that a physical 
search is necessary, searching by registration district. 

So what relationship do ITMs and Folio numbers have to each other? 

From 1854 one member of a couple intending to get married had to file a notice of intention 
to marry with the local Registrar, pay a fee and receive a marriage licence. The couple then 
had 3 months to solemnise the marriage. A marriage certificate was issued once the 
marriage had taken place. 

The local Registrar filed quarterly ITM returns and the ministers or Registrar filed quarterly 
returns of marriages. 

Folio numbers were assigned to marriages after the quarterly returns of marriages were 
received by the Registrar General from the minister (if a Registry Office marriage). The 
Registrar General then recorded the Folio number on the intention to Marry entry to confirm 
that the marriage had taken place. 

mailto:archives@cc.govt.nz
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At some point in time, if a folio number had not been recorded against the ITM the registrar 
General would enquire of the local Registry if the marriage had actually taken place. In some 
cases of course, it had not! 

Although most marriages took place on or about the date specified on the ITM it was not 
unusual for it to be much later. 

Certificates, or licences, were not necessarily issued immediately. In small communities the 
Registrar often had another occupation, often the Postmaster. Therefore they did not drop 
everything just to attend to Registrar duties. 

 

ON THE INTERNET 

Ignorance of the Law is no Excuse! (ignorantia juris non excusat!) 

 NEW ZEALAND LEGISLATION  - www.legislation.govt.nz 

This website has current New Zealand legislation. It has everything from A to Z in 
current Regulations, Laws, Acts etc. 

Public Acts include:  

 Births, Deaths, Marriages & Relationships Registration Act 1995 

 The Marriage Act 1955 which has a list of forbidden marriages in schedule 2 

 Burial & Cremation (removal of monuments & tablets) Regulations 1967  

 Privacy Act and the Privacy Regulations Act  

Private Acts include a number of Adoptions and a few 'Burial Ground' Acts where certain 
churches (eg St John's, Johnsonville, St Joseph's, Upper Hutt and Knox Presbyterian, Lower 
Hutt) have applied to remove gravestones to make mowing the lawn a lot easier! 

 

 SHATTERING STATUTES - http://legislation.knowledge-

basket.co.nz/shattering_statutes/index.html  

These are facsimile editions of historical Acts from 1888 to 1894.

The "Shattering Statutes" are annual volumes of New Zealand Acts for the years 1888 to 
1894. These volumes were printed on acid paper that has deteriorated with time, and is now 
in many cases so brittle that it disintegrates when handled. To preserve access to these 
important historical documents, the Parliamantary Counsel Office has made facsimile 
editions available, both in print and on the internet.  

This electronic collection contains facsimiles of all Acts enacted between 1888 and 1894. 
You can browse and download the collection for free. The Acts are presented in high quality 
PDF format and are provided for research purposes only. They show the Acts as they were 
when they were passed, and do not show any subsequent amendments or whether they 
have been repealed. They include the Chinese Immigrants Act Amendment 1888 and 
Continuance Act 1889 as well as the Puhoi Settlers 1888 which was an Act to authorise the 
issue of Crown Land in the occupation of certain German settlers at Puhoi in Auckland. The 
Puhoi Act goes on to list the names of the settlers and which sections they were to have.

Hopefully more historical Acts will be added to this website in time. 

 

 FEMALE IMMIGRANTS TO OTAGO (from Otaki Branch N/L October 09) 

A list of female passengers on a ship called Sevilla arriving at Port Chalmers in November 
1862 can be found on www.angelfire.com This was the first ship load of single women brought 
to Otago to redress gender imbalance. This voyage brought the first large party of single 
women (126) recruited under Otago’s special female immigration programme launched in 
response to the massive influx of men to the Otago goldfields.  In less than 10 months 1200 
young women were to come to Otago on assisted passages. The story of Jessie Crawford, 

http://www.legislation.govy.nz/
http://www.legislation.govy.nz/
http://legislation.knowledge-basket.co.nz/shattering_statutes/index.html
http://legislation.knowledge-basket.co.nz/shattering_statutes/index.html
http://www.angelfire.com/
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can be found on the Dictionary of New Zealand Biography website www.dnzb.govt.nz She was 
the matron in charge of the original 126 single women. 

 

 PRE-1839 SETTLERS IN NEW ZEALAND - (from Motueka N/L Oct 09) 
http://sites.google.com/site/pre1839settlersinnz  

The site invites those with information to submit it for inclusion. This is a much neglected 
area of research in New Zealand.  

 

 MORE ON MAPS - http://www.natlib.govt.nz/collections/a-z-of-all-collections/cartographic-collection  

The current featured collection on the National Library website, highlights maps found in the 
papers of Sir Donald McLean, one of the most important political figures in 19th century New 
Zealand. Significant parts of his papers, held in the Alexander Turnbull Library, have been 
digitised and are now available on the Manuscript & Pictorial website,     http://mp.natlib.govt.nz/ 
. The 51 maps from the McLean collection that can be viewed on Timeframes are among 
the over 900 maps that are available online from the Turnbull collections. Of these 250 can 
be seen on Timeframes using the new zoom functionality. 
 

 

 

http://www.dnzb.govt.nz/
http://sites.google.com/site/pre1839settlersinnz
http://www.natlib.govt.nz/collections/a-z-of-all-collections/cartographic-collection
http://mp.natlib.govt.nz/

