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Hutt Valley Branch 
of the New Zealand Society of Genealogists Inc. 
 
 
Evening Meeting   7.30pm 2

nd
 Thursday, February to December 

Day Meeting:   9.30am, 3
rd

 Thursday, February to November 
Venue:   Petone Community Centre, 7-11 Britannia Street 
Postal Address:   PO Box 31-024, Lower Hutt  
Website:   www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz  
Convenor:   Janice Price  
Secretary:   Deb Beban HuttValley@genealogy.org.nz 
Editor:             Suzanne Sutton-Cummings  sjsc@clear.net.nz 

COMING EVENTS 

14 May: AGM followed by “Breaking down one of my many brick walls” by Deborah Beban 
21 May:“Whakapapa” - Accessing records to use in Maori FH research - Brenda Joyce 

11 Jun“Paper Past” Clarke Stiles 

18 Jun: Morning Bus trip to “NZ Film Archive” where we will be welcomed by Steve 
Russell and Archive staff 

09 Jul: Warwick Johnston - Local Historian 

16 Jul: Hands on research using the resources of the Hutt Branch at Petone Library 

Evening meeting - doors open 7pm; notices begin 7.30pm; speakers begin about 8 
pm (approx 1 hour) 

Day meeting - doors open 9.30am; notices begin 10am speaker begin about 10.30am 
(approx 1 hour). (Memo: Please note the Library does not open until 10am) 
 

AGM AGENDA FOR 2009 

 Apologies 

 Minutes of 2007 AGM 

 Matters arising 

 Convenors report 

 Financial report 

 Appointment of Auditor for 2009-2010 

 Set Annual Subscription 2010 

 Election of officers/committee (most of the current committee have agreed to stay on) 

 General Business 

If anyone is interested in standing for committee, please let the secretary know on the night.  

N.B: NZSG members only, may vote on the remits. The 3 main office holders, i.e Convenor, 

Secretary & Treasurer must be members of NZSG + 2 others on the committee must be 

NZSG members. A total of 5 committee members MUST be NZSG members - a 
requirement by NZSG. To vote one must also be a fully paid up member of the branch. 
 

 

 

http://www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz/
http://www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz/
mailto:HuttValley@genealogy.org.nz
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ANNIE HUGGAN STUDY – SHIPPING RECORDS 

This month the Annie Huggan study has involved tracking down shipping records for Annie’s 
Brown family and husband Joe’s Huggans, and the records needed to sort out the 
passengers listed in the shipping records. Hear how we fared in sorting out which John 
Browns from Huddersfield were Annie’s relatives. You will also find out what a delver is, 
besides a nosy genealogist. And discover who is presented by Jock Phillips in Te Ara and 
Settlers as the representative UK immigrant to New Zealand in the 1920s. 
 

NEW MEMBERSHIP CARDS 

Nobody can borrow from our resources without the new blue membership card which will be 
available for collection at our meeting on Thursday. Membership cards must be shown to the 
Petone Library staff if members wish to borrow our own branch resources outside branch 
meeting hours! 

Research can be undertaken 7 days a week at the Petone Library during their opening 
hours. Opening hours are 10:00 am to 5:30pm. The Petone library have plenty of long-term 
parking. The NZSG Hutt branch library books will only be able to be taken out by branch 
members. 
 

EVENING TEA ROSTER MORNING TEA ROSTER 

May 14
th

  Lois Bartlett May 21
st  

Joy Adams & June Braakman 

Jun 11
th

  Les Everson Jun 18
th  

Louise Thomson & Margaret Slagter 

Jul 9
th

  Annette Gazley Jul 16
th   

Margaret Blair & Leanna Menchi 

Aug 13
th

  Jenny Martin Aug 20
th

 Marie Perham & Iris Fraser 

Sep 10
th

 Jenny Flynn Sep 17
th

 Rae Peiser & Lois Bartlett 

Oct 8
th

  Ian Fyfe Oct 15
th

 Catherine Birch & Cheryle Dreaver 

Nov 2
nd

  Helen Hinton Nov 19
th

 Avril Roberts & Bruce Whiteley  

Dec 10
th  

Lois Bartlett  

 

 

2009 SPEAKERS PROGRAMME - WE WELCOME BRANCH MEMBERS IDEAS 

Please let Lynly or your committee know if you or any members of the Hutt Branch would 
like to give a presentation and/or if anyone has a particular speaker they would like us to 
invite to talk at our branch meetings. 
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WHAT DO I DO WITH ALL THIS STUFF? - by Ken Scannen 

Last month we had Ken come and speak about how to conserve and protect valuable family items. As it is 
important information for the family historian, the editor has reproduced part of what he wrote for the 
AFFHO proceedings. 

The old saying, 'An Englishman's Home is his Castle applies equally in New Zealand. If you 
consider your house your castle then like a castle it should be inpregnable! Likewise your 
precious treasures inside should be safe. 

Is your 'castle' as safe as it can be from fire, flood, earthquake, burglary and feral relatives? 

1. Take all the usual precautions re fire prevention, candles, cooking etc 

2. make sure that you have smoke alarms fitted and that the batteries are not flat 

3. Have fire extinguishers in your house and in the garage and make sure everyone in 
the family can operate them 

4. If a fire is discovered and you are at home, what research material, family photos etc 
can you safely rescue? Are they stored together in one place for easy retrieval in 
case of fire or flood? 

5. In the event of flood do you have your research material, family photos etc up on a 
high shelf but easily retrievable in an emergency? 

6. As we are prone to earthquakes do you have Granny's precious Meissen porcelain 
statue secured with quake wax or wires up on a high shelf and also away from 
rampant 3 year olds? The disadvantage of this of course is if items are on a high shelf 
and they fall, they are in more danger of breaking 

7. Do you secure doors and windows and have a burglar alarm? 

8. Are your precious family hierlooms e.g. rings, necklaces, watches, cameos, cameras 
and granddad's war medals hidden in a safe place? The jewellery box on the 
dressing table is the first thing thieves will go for! How often do we hear of 
irreplacable family heirlooms being stolen and not recovered? You can always buy a 
new DVD or stereo but not so your great grandmother's wedding ring! 

9. Is your computer fully backed up on a portable hard drive or flash drive which is 
stored somewhere else off-site? This is not just for family history material but what if 
your are the main billpayer/on-line banker in your family? 
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SOME GENERAL RULES WHEN HANDLING HERITAGE MATERIALS 

 Wash and dry your hands thoroughly before handling material. 

 If you have clean white cotton gloves, wear them although be aware that gloves tend 
to lessen the sensitivity in your fingers and you can end up doing more damage by 
wearing gloves. 

 Do not eat and/or drink when handling heritage items. 

 Do not dog-ear books or other papers. 

 Use acid-free bookmarks to mark places. 

 Do not use biros or permanent markers anywhere near heritage items – use a soft 
pencil. 

 Do not use sellotape to repair torn or damaged items. A special corner of “Archives 
Hell” is reserved for sellotape users. 

 Do not try to remove foxing from documents using bleach of any sort. 

 Many early coated fax and photocopy papers are unstable and these should be 
recopied onto modern photocopy paper or acid-free paper. 

 Metal fasteners such as paperclips, staples and pins may rust over time, Remove 
them and replace them with plastic coated paper clips. 

 Rubber bands should be removed from around documents and as they go brittle over 
time and may stain the paper. 

 Do not laminate important documents as it causes them damage over time. The 
same protective effect can be created by having documents encapsulated. 

DOCUMENTS 

Types 

There are many different types of documents. They can range from letters and postcards, 
through to legal documents e.g. birth, marriage and death certificates, educational 
qualifications plus dairies and registers, newspaper clippings and maps and plans. 

Usually they are written or printed on paper, but they can be on parchment or vellum (which 
are types of animal skin). If stored properly paper can last for hundreds of years although 
some of the earlier rag papers last longer than some of the more recent wood-pulp papers. 

Parchment and vellum are particilarly susceptible to heat and moisture. Do not be tempted 
to use an iron to flatten parchment and vellum or put water anywhere near them. 

Storage 

The main enemies of documents of all types are direct sunlight, damp, mould, insects and 
rodents and perhaps worse of all, people! Do not store items on the floor or under water 
pipes. 

Boxes are the best method of storage, preferably acid-free but wrapping the material in acid-
free tissue can achieve the same purpose. 

Maps, plans and architectural drawings should ideally be stored flat in map cabinets 
although these are generally impractible for the average house. If they are not fragile, they 
can be stored in round cardboard tubes 

Display 

If you are putting items on display in an exhibition, use prints made from digital copies rather 
than the originals. 

In your own home, do not hang paintings in direct sunlight, particularly not water colours. 
Avoid humid areas like bathrooms and kitchens for hanging works of art or original 
photographs. Exterior walls of a house are not good for hanging works of art or original 
photographs as they are susceptible to heat and damp. 
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FAMILY BIBLES 

Family Bibles are treasured items and need special care. They are composed of organic 
materials and naturally deteriorate as they age. Intensive handling makes this problem 
worse. 

Make sure you wash your hands before handling such items, and if you have cotton gloves, 
wear those. Never drink or eat when the books are out – food stains on a 2000 year bible 
are not a pretty sight! 

If the Bibles contain precious family information, as many do, it is best to photograph or 
carefully photocopy the entries and use that for sharing the information. This enables you to 
restrict the number of times the bible is handled. 

For storage of such a precious item, I recommend the construction of a special box. There 
are local bookbinders that do an excellent job and such boxes greatly improve the protection 
of family taonga. 

The National Preservation Office based at the National Library in Wellington or professional 
conservators based at your local museum or archives are usually happy to help with any 
preservation questions, and both the National Library and Archives New Zealand have a 
good range of Pamplets available for your guidance. 

BOOKS 

Visiting people's houses for the first time I am magnetically drawn to their bookshelves (if 
they have them !). A glance at the titles speak volumes (if you will excuse the terrible pun) 
about people who own and read them. 

Similarly with boxes of old books which belonged to grandma or grandpa, they can tell you a 
lot about the person and the reading habits although books were relatively more expensive 
and less available than they are today. Nevertheless, Victorian and Edwardian New 
Zealanders were voracious readers.  

If you are not intending to keep the books themselves long-term, might I suggest that at 
least you make a list of authors and titles to give future generations some insight into the 
reading habits of their ancestors. 

There are several classes of books which deserve a special mention, these are books 
signed by the authors and dedicated to a relative or friend of the family, books awarded as 
school or Sunday School prizes or possibly books that were brought from the old country. 

The same handling rules apply as for family bibles. i.e. Keep out of direct sunlight and away 
from damp. Do not eat or drink anywhere near them. 

As a frequent user of the Public Library what never ceases to amaze me is the range of 
stains in the books caused by people eating and drinking over them. Curry and jam stains, 
tobacco stains (although these are less frequent these days), sand, grass stains, crumbs 
and miscellaneous food crud. 

Again a reminder, do not dog-ear the pages of precious books – those who do, should in my 
opinion have their ears bent and sealed with a hot iron! 

RECOMMENDED CONSERVATION WEBSITES 

 National Library of New Zealand: www.natlib.govt.nz 

 Conservation Supplies: www.conservationsupplied.co.nz 

 Port Nicholson Packaging: www.pnp.co.nz  

 Triptych Conservation Supplies: www.triptychconservation.co.nz 

 from AFFHO congress preceedings 2009 (in our library) 
 

 

http://www.natlib.govt.nz/
http://www.conservationsupplied.co.nz/
http://www.pnp.co.nz/
http://www.triptychconservation.co.nz/
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NOBODY'S CHILD (part 2) by Suzanne Cummings 

When Rhoda was 21 

At the age of 21 she got married and I was born. In between those two events she received 
an answer back from the Child Welfare Division of the Department of Education. At my 
father's  suggestion, she had written and asked if they had any information on her family. Up 
until this point she knew nothing about her family at all. 

“After you asked me for information concerning any members of your family, I looked up our 
records and I am able to give you the following information ....” 

The letter told her when and where she was born and that her mother was unable to provide 
for her and her two brothers! They were all committed to foster homes. It told her that her 
mother had married in 1948 and her name and address has not been known since. The man 
reputed to have been her father died in 1946. 

“There is therefore no chance of your contacting your father or mother”. 

The letter goes on to tell her about her two brothers whom they had contacted, who did not 
know they had a sister and were very keen to meet her. The letter gives her some 
information about them and their contact details. Finally the letter ends, “I am sure you will 
be happy to know you have two brothers.” 

The three siblings were very surprised and delighted to discover that they have one very 
strong family trait – music! No one had told them that and none of them had had musical 
guardians to nurture this talent. It was something in their genetic make-up and came to the 
surface in spite of their up-bringing. 

But who am I? 

And so all was well for about the next 13 or so years. My three brothers were born and then 
all six of us moved down to the South Island at the invitation of one of the new found 
brothers who provided accommodation until we got established.  

However, there was always that nagging question in the back of her mind, 'Who am I?' 

When she was in her 30s she sent away for her birth certificate. It had the name of her 
mother who was born in Wellington and surprise, surprise – no father! The next logical step 
was to purchase her mother's birth certificate  which gave the names and ages of her 
grandparents, one born in New Plymouth and one born in Wellington. 

As it turns out she was a 5
th

 generation New Zealander and by purchasing the birth 
certificates of all her New Zealand born ancestors she was able to keep going back until she 
came to the ones with parent(s) born in the UK and in one case, born 'at sea'.  

These certificates have long since disappeared but with six NZ-born ancestors (plus one 
whose birth does not appear to have been registered), she was able to get the names of 
thirteen ancestors. 

The next hurdle was to have a search done for her mother's marriage certificate. At first the 
searches were unsuccessful because the information in the letter had deliberately been 
changed. Her mother had not married in 1948 but in 1944. Once she had her mother's 
married name, it was just a matter of finding her by looking through the electoral roles. 

The first attempt at contacting her mother through a relative was met with complete denial. 
Her mother had never got around to telling her husband and did not particularly like the 
relative who came knocking on her door out of the blue. Finally about seven years after that, 
when my mother was almost 42, the door was at last pushed open and we all invited 
ourselves in! 

 Next month, the conclusion 
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ON THE INTERNET 

 
Below is a list of websites presented by Jan Gow in her talk for family history month 

 

 FREE PROGRAMS 

www.legacyfamilytree.com 
www.treepad.com 

 

 HATCHES, MATCHES, DESPATCHES 

www.bdm.nsw.gov.au 
www.bdmrecords.dia.govt.nz 
www.familysearch.org 
www.freebmd.org.uk 
www.freereg.org.uk 
www.ukbmd.org.uk 

 

 PAY2VIEW SITES 

www.findmypast.com 
www.ancestry.com.au  
www.thegenealogist.co.uk  
www.originsnetwork.com  
www.familyrelatives.com 
www.1901censusonline.com (BMDIndex) 
www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk 
www.worldvitalrecords.com 
www.1911census.co.uk 

 

 SEARCH ENGINES 

www.google.com 
www.altavista.com 
www.trovando.it 
www.treezy.com 
http://surnamenavigator.org 
www.ask.com 
www.clusty.com 
www.engines2go.com 

 

 FINDING OTHERS 

www.genealogy.org.nz  
www.nzgdb.co.nz  
www.ancestry.com.au  
www.rootsweb.com 

 

 OF INTEREST 

www.netguide.co.nz 
www.corawebb.com.au 

 

 

http://www.legacyfamilytree.com/
http://www.treepad.com/
http://www.bdm.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.bdmrecords.dia.govt.nz/
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.freebmd.org.uk/
http://www.freereg.org.uk/
http://www.ukbmd.org.uk/
http://www.findmypast.com/
http://www.ancestry.com.au/
http://www.thegenealogist.co.uk/
http://www.originsnetwork.com/
http://www.familyrelatives.com/
http://www.1901censusonline.com/
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
http://www.worldvitalrecords.com/
http://www.1911census.co.uk/
http://www.google.com/
http://www.altavista.com/
http://www.trovando.it/
http://www.treezy.com/
http://surnamenavigator.org/
http://www.ask.com/
http://www.clusty.com/
http://www.engines2go.com/
http://www.genealogy.org.nz/
http://www.nzgdb.co.nz/
http://www.ancestry.com.au/
http://www.rootsweb.com/
http://www.netguide.co.nz/
http://www.corawebb.com.au/
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OTHER SITES 

 Australian Periodical Publications 1840-45. This link says 1840-45, but for some 
publications there are more years to be found.  http://www.nla.gov.au/ferg/browselist.html 

 Eastman's Online Genealogy Newsletter The DAILY newsletter for genealogy 
consumers, packed with straight talk - hold the sugar coating - whether the vendors 
like it or not! http://www.eogn.com/amember/login.php  

 Death notices on line at http://www.amemorytree.co.nz 

 Blue Books' of Statistics (1840 - 1855) are online at ArchivesNZ. The 'Blue Books' 
give detailed statistical information from New Zealand's early Colonial period (1840-
1855). Content of the books includes information on population, revenue, military, 
trade, shipping, public works, legislation, civil servants, foreign consuls, land 
transactions, churches, schools, and prisons. 
http://www.archives.govt.nz/exhibitions/onlineexhibitions.php 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nla.gov.au/ferg/browselist.html
http://www.eogn.com/amember/login.php
http://www.eogn.com/amember/login.php
http://www.amemorytree.co.nz/
http://www.archives.govt.nz/exhibitions/onlineexhibitions.php

