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COMING EVENTS (subject to change) 

14 Mar: Demystifying DNA for genealogy – Lorna Henderson 
21 Mar: Visit to the Wellington Archives 

06 Apr: RESEARCH DAY - Saturday 10am-3pm 

11 Apr: My Father's War time exploits – Tricia Glensor 
18 Apr: Featherston Military Camp 1916-1919 – Neil Frances 

09 May: 30
th

 Anniversary Celebration and AGM  
 

Evening meeting Doors open 7pm. Notices begin 7.30pm. Speakers begin about 8pm 
(approx 1 hour) 

Day meeting Doors open 9.30am. Notices begin 10am. Speaker begins about 10.30am 
(approx 1 hour). Please note the library does not open until 10am. 
 

THIS MONTH'S EVENTS 

Evening Meeting - Demystifying DNA for genealogy 

 Lorna Henderson is from the Kapiti branch. Come along and learn how to add a bit of 
science to your family tree. We all hold answers to the past inside ourselves. This wonderful 
tool can help unlock the answers, and with a lot of luck in finding good dna matches, and 
additional research, may help you break down your brick walls. 

 How do you choose a testing company? Which test should I use? Who should I get to 
test? What will I learn? How do I interpret the results? 

Morning Meeting – Wellington Archives Visit 

 There will be no morning meeting this month at the Petone Community Centre. 

 A shuttle has been arranged to and from Wellington, leaving Britannia Street, 
opposite the Petone Library.  

 For those in the list who are finding their own way there, the Archives are situated at 
the end of Barker Street, off Cambridge Tce, about ten minutes walk from Courtney Place. 
 

 
 

http://www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz/
http://www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz/
mailto:HuttValley@genealogy.org.nz
mailto:sjsc@clear.net.nz
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RESEARCH DAY 2013 – HOW CAN WE HELP YOU? 

 Saturday 6 April 

 10am - 3pm 

 Free entry to all financial members of the Hutt Branch 

 $5 charge for non-members 

 Tea, coffee and milo provided free 

 Bring your lunch and stay the day 

 We will have branch members on hand to help you 

 There will be internet access and look-ups via the branch's computer 

 There will be help desks for NZ, Australian, English, Irish, Scottish, American  and 
Military research.  

 Interest group resources will be available. 
 

GENEALOGY/FAMILY HISTORY HELPERS AVAILABLE AT PETONE LIBRARY 

 10am -12pm 

On duty March to May 

 Wed Mar 20 – Ian Fyfe & Helen Hinton  

 Wed Apr 03 – Diane Stinson & Leanna Menchi 
 Sat Apr 06 – Research Day 
 Wed Apr 17 – Cheryl Dreaver & Avril Roberts 

 Wed May 01 – Marie Perham 
 Sat May 04 – Janet Ketchell & Carol Ann Mason 
 Wed May 15 – Deb Beban & Lynly Yates 

 For those new to genealogy and/or who want help knocking down those brick walls, 
this is an excellent time and place to have our experts help you. Our helpers can show you 
what is available in the library and how to go about finding what you are looking for. 
 

AGM ON 09 MAY 

 It's nearing that time of 
year again and the AGM is to 
be held on Thursday 9

th
 of 

May.  

           Opportunities will be 
available to join the branch 
committee and contribute to 
the activities of the branch. 

 

 

THIRTY YEARS OF THE 
HUTT GROUP/BRANCH 

       We will be celebrating 30 
years as a branch at both our 
meetings in May. 
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NOTTINGHAM RESEARCH 

The following have been donated to the branch and are available to those who are doing 
research in the Nottingham area (free to a good home!) 

 5 copies “Bygones” from the Nottingham Evening Post dated 2001-2005 

 3 copies “Basford Bystander” issues 122 (Jun/Jul 2007) 132 (Feb/Mar 2009) & 137 
(Dec 2009/Jan 2010) 

 

WEBSITES 

 

 Christchurch City Library's Church register cards:  

http://homepages.ihug.co.nz/~ashleigh/  

Beverley's Evan's website gives a lot of Christchurch-centred BDM info from:  

 Christchurch City Library's church register cards,  
 newspaper snippets,  
 some cemeteries, and  
 some ship passenger lists. 

You can then email Beverley for more details, and in my cases she has sent me the image 
she has taken of the cards. Beverley is still adding to her website .... Susan Wilson 

 

 More Probate Records at www.familysearch.org   

FamilySearch has a collection of New Zealand, Probate Records, 1860-1962.  There has 
recently been a further expansion of this collection and it now has images from these courts: 

Blenheim Canterbury Gisborne Greymouth 
Hamilton Hokitika Masterton Napier 
Nelson Palmerston North Reefton Taranaki 
Timaru Whanganui Westland  
 

 Free UK records - these are transcribed and entered by volunteers and by no means 
complete but an excellent place to start! 

 Free births, deaths and marriage www.freebdm.org.uk  
 Free parish register records www.freereg.org.uk  
 Free census records www.cen.org.uk  

 National Archives UK Hospital Records www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/hospitalrecords 

 Remembering WW1 one hundred years on http://ww100.govt.nz/  

  www.ww1cemeteries.com/index/htm This site contains photographs of all 940 Cemeteries 
(40 or more burials) in France and Belgium visited by Sydney C Hurst while compiling 
his 1929 book “The Silent Cities”. The site also contains many other military 
cemeteries and memorials from all around the world. The images are continually 
being updated and improved. 

 Nicknames and their history 
http://www.namenerds.com/uucn/advice/nickhistory.html 

http://homepages.ihug.co.nz/~ashleigh/
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.freebdm.org.uk/
http://www.freereg.org.uk/
http://www.cen.org.uk/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/hospitalrecords
http://ww100.govt.nz/
http://www.ww1cemeteries.com/index/htm
http://www.namenerds.com/uucn/advice/nickhistory.html
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Researching Evacuees file 

                         Researching Evacuees 
                                                   Gerry A Eady 
 

Gerry was evacuated from London on Sept 1st 1939, and returned in July 
1945. 
He emigrated to New Zealand in 1964. 
Gerry is a member of Wellington, NZ branch of the Evacuees Re-Union 
Association, has written of his years of evacuation, on other interests, and 
has been a genealogist for more than forty years. 

 
Who was an Evacuee? 
Several groups of people in 1939-1945, were evacuees. Estimates vary, but at least 
2.5million people were evacuated from British cities in 1939.  The youngest living 
evacuee would be seventy years old today. 
On September 1st 1939, 650,000 adults and children were moved out of London by 
the Government. Priority was given to children, pregnant women, less-able people, 
institutionalised elderly people, and  long term hospitalised patients. 
Government decreed that evacuation would be voluntary, but accepting evacuees 
would be compulsory. 
 
How long were they evacuated? 
From September 1939 until May 1940, there were few German air raids on Britain, 
causing many people to think that mass bombing would never happen, and by mid 
1940, many parents  had brought their children back home. 
Following the defeat of France in May 1940, air raids on British cities killed many 
people, including children. Evacuation began again, including many who did not go 
originally. This re-evacuation, particularly of children, happened at least four times 
during the war years, mostly from industrial cities targeted by German bombers. 
The period of evacuation therefore varied, with people such as myself, probably 
being in a minority, in that I never returned to London until 1945, following the 
defeat of Germany. There was a good reason for this, my widowed Mother was a full 
time Civil Defence worker in London, could not look after her children, and serve 
her country at the same time. She told me later that at least we would be safe, and 
survive the war. 
 
Finding Evacuee Ancestors 
Looking for evacuees today eliminates Census returns, due to the 100 year closure 
rule, and the situation in Britain in 1941, prevented a census being taken. This rules 
out finding evacuees the easy way in 2041. The 1951 Census will not list evacuees. 
So were evacuees listed when they were evacuated? Maybe, but rarely, if ever, listed 
in school log books. What is entered in most logs, is the date and place of 
evacuation, and any later evacuations. However in the log book of my school, 
Oldfield Road, Willesden, NW London, our destination is not entered. We 
disappeared into history. We actually went to Ashford, Middlesex on September 1st 
1939. The log book was filled in at a later date, when children from our group, who 
had returned to London, were re-evacuated to South Wales, in June 1940. 
Searching for personal records of your ancestors, and discovering the school they 
attended is vital. Letters, diaries, and personal accounts are valuable sources of 
evacuation information. Such items exist, many being held by ex-evacuees now 
living in New Zealand. 
Local newspapers and Parish council records of the villages and towns that accepted 
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evacuees, often refer to their arrival. Some village schools recorded the names of 
the evacuees in their log books. Small village schools often held two sessions of 
lessons each day, the mornings for the village children, the afternoons for the 
evacuees. The schools were too small to cope with a doubling of their pupils. Those 
separate rolls may still exist. 
My school was in a minority in being housed, first in an ex-orphanage, and then 
soon after, in a pre-war holiday camp on the Sussex coast. I remained with my 
primer school until I gained the 11plus exam in late 1940, and went to Chichester 
Grammar school. I lived in five separate locations throughout those years, and was 
recorded by the evacuation office of each village or town in which I stayed. 
 
What mementos have survived? 
Among the most detailed records of evacuation, are the many personal accounts 
written at a later date. Over half the members of Wellington, NZ ERA branch, have 
recorded their experiences. Some have been published in Magazines, British 
newspapers, British Local History Society Journals, New Zealand newspapers, and 
even used by grandchildren for school projects. 
Another source of evacuation experiences, are the many books published of 
personal or general accounts of those wartime years. Most of these books tell of 
unhappy times, of being moved from billet to billet, of being ill treated, neglected, 
and of running away back home. Such books usually contain photographs. 
Good experiences do not make for good copy, so publishers have tended to avoid 
the accounts written by people who enjoyed their time away from home, or made 
the best of being wrenched from their family, and those who began a new life as a 
result of evacuation. All these alternatives exist among New Zealand ex-evacuees. 
 
 
Other Experiences 
The ten thousand German, Jewish children that came to Britain before 1939, had a 
different story to tell. The overwhelming majority of them never saw their parents, 
or other family members, again. Their accounts differ from most other evacuees, 
and are related in Into The Arms of Strangers -The Story of the KinderTransport. 
Many other European evacuees came to Britain including Channel Islands, Dutch, 
Belgian, French, Polish, Czech, Danish and Norwegian citizens. 
In 1940, British evacuees were sent to New Zealand, Canada, Australia, South Africa, 
the USA, and elsewhere. Their stories are told in publications of those countries. 
This scheme was stopped in 1940 after two evacuee ships were sunk by the 
Germans. 
I have collected some details of the 202 children that came to NZ. One boy, Philip 
Kingston of England, came to NZ in 1940 as a three year old, with his four year old 
brother Peter, and his seven year old sister Joan. They travelled unaccompanied, the 
young seven year old Joan acting as surrogate mother to her younger brothers on 
the voyage, and during their stay in NZ.  A photograph of Philip and Peter is in the 
archives of Solway College, Masterton, New Zealand. 
Philip, Peter and Joan returned to Britain at the end of the war. In 2008 Philip 
returned with his wife Rosalind to Masterton, and visited his old school. 
Some NZ evacuees have provided oral history interviews in recent years. 
  
Memories of your Ancestor 
It is over seventy years since the evacuation scheme took place, and many reading 
this article were either evacuees, or old enough to remember those years. Younger 
readers had, or still have, parents, and other family members who were evacuees. 
Most readers will have some knowledge of those years, but may not realise that 
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their ancestors left accounts of evacuation, or have never been asked to talk about 
those years. 
 
Now, or maybe - never 
My account of those years, is held at Brent, NW London Archive, where most 
Willesden Local History Society records are held. The Editor of the Willesden Journal, 
an ex evacuee, has also recorded his wartime experiences. 
Many local councils in Britain have placed their records in such archives. Most 
London boroughs and local authorities elsewhere, had a civil defence and 
evacuation organisation between 1939-1945. Those records are often held in 
archives, as are School records. Just perhaps, lists of some evacuees are also 
included. 
Probably the major source of evacuation experiences in Britain, are the archives of 
the British Evacuees Re-Union Association (ERA). Their monthly journal, The 
Evacuee, lists evacuees searching for other evacuees, and accounts of re-unions, 
complete with names. The Evacuee  is mailed to ERA members in other countries. 
I have one photo of a gravestone erected in an Oxfordshire churchyard, to the 
memory of a five year old evacuee, killed in a road accident in 1940. 
Some evacuees were never collected by their parents following the war. These 
children were often adopted by their surrogate families. I returned home, but my 
adopted Auntie wanted to keep me, and my mother asked me if I wanted to stay. I 
chose to return home, but kept in touch with Aunt Eva, and last visited her in 1990, 
during a visit to England. 
 
Survivors 
But many of us are still here. ASK US NOW! 
We came out of the war as the most self reliant generation of children in British 
history. Imagine your grandchildren -  a three year old boy, and his four year old 
brother, travelling in the care of their seven year old sister, across the world by 
ship, in wartime. 3,000 British children travelled under such conditions in 1940. 
After the war, three million British people emigrated to Australia, Canada, South 
Africa,  and New Zealand, perhaps 25% of us being ex-evacuees. 
The author welcomes your enquiries for information, sources, and references that 
are too numerous to include in this article. Better still, come and visit New Zealand, 
and meet some of your ex-evacuee mates. 
 
Contact Addresses 
#Evacuees Re-Union Association UK   
The Mill Business Centre, Gringley-on-the-Hill, Nottinghamshire, England DN10 
4RA            era@evacuees.org.uk 
 
 
 

mailto:era@evacuees.org.uk


7 

Sources for evacuees file 
Sources for your search for British Wartime Evacuees 

-Evacuees Re-union Association Newsletters 

-ERA branches in Britain, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and other countries. 

-Wartime newspapers - National and Local 

-Newspaper reports of recent evacuation commemorations 

-School Log Books 

-Local Council/Borough Records 1939-1945 

-Local History Society Journals 

-Government Records 1939-1945 

-Wartime newsreels and Documentaries 1939-45 

-Publications written by Evacuees 

-Publications detailing the evacuation scheme 

-Television/Radio Programmes i.e. Michael Aspel TV series  

-Names listed in books by evacuees 

-People who accepted evacuees into their homes 

-Gravestones i.e. Sheila Emily Snelling  

Selection of Books and Photographs of Evacuation 

#No Time to say Goodbye   Ben Wicks pub Bloomsbury 1988 

#The Guest Children  Geoffrey Bilson pub Fifth House Saskatoon, Canada 1988 

#Evacuation of Civilians – Great Britain - World War 1939-1945  Geoffrey Bilson pub Canada 

#The Day They Took the Children   Ben Wicks Bloomsbury 1990? 

#Waiting for the All-Clear Ben Wicks Bloomsbury 

#They tied a Label to my Coat  Hilda Hollingsworth  Virago 

#Who will take our Children? Carlton Jackson 

#The Evacuation  Bob Holman 

#We Think you Ought to Go  London County Council & Greater London Record Office 

                        pub Public Relations Office, Corp of London ISBN 0 9518109 1 X 

#The People's War   Juliet Gardiner   pub Promotional Reprint Company 1995 

#Hemel Hempstead  Eve Davis  pub Chalford, England 1995 

#Oldfield Road School Logbook   Brent Archives, Willesden 

#The Happy Highway  Gerry A Eady - unpublished autobiography NZ 

#My Evacuation Stories – Gerry A Eady – unpublished NZ 

#City Streets to Country Lanes-Gerry A Eady published Willesden Local History Society 

#Blitz Kids  Kenneth Blackburn  pub. Broadcast Books & BBC Radio Bristol 1995 

#A Dance to the Music of Time   Anthony Powell, pub Mandarin Paperbacks 1997 

#Five Days in London – May 1940  John Lukacs. Scribe Publications 2001. 

#Land at War   Ministry of Information pub Stationary Office 2001 (reprint) 

#Britain at War-Unseen Archives  Maureen Hill pub Parragon England 2002 

#Middlesex   Michael Robbins pub Phillimore 2003 

#Willesden LHS Journal No.24  p17 'Oldfield Rd School' 2006 

#Annie    Mary Brown   pub  First Editions  Lower Hutt, New Zealand 2007 

#Our Times A N Wilson pub Hutchinson England 2008 

#The Children's Front  Henry Buckton pub Phillimore England 2009 

#Listening to Britain ed. Paul Addison/Jeremy A Craig pub Bodley Head England 2010 
 

Contact Addresses 

Evacuees Re-Union Association UK   

The Mill Business Centre, Gringley-on-the-Hill, Nottinghamshire, England DN10 4RA            era@evacuees.org.uk 

 

mailto:era@evacuees.org.uk


8 

WANTED BY THE FRIENDS OF LINWOOD CEMETERY 

 The Friends' new „Early Settlers Project‟ aims to identify as many of the Pre-Adamites 
(Pioneers who settled in NZ before 1850), Pilgrims (those who came on the First Four Ships) 
and Early Settlers (those who settled in Canterbury before 3rd October 1876) who are buried 
in Linwood Cemetery. They have started by trawling the passenger lists of the First Four 
Ships to identify Canterbury Pilgrims and already have been delighted to find so many more 
people in Linwood Cemetery than they initially envisaged.  

 It is thought that approximately 753 Pilgrims arrived on the First Four Ships; Charlotte 
Jane, Randolph, Sir George Seymour, Cressey, the numbers being uncertain because of 
discrepancies on ships‟ lists. By 1853 when the Canterbury Association was disbanded, 
3500 Canterbury Association Settlers had arrived. 

 Being given information by descendants of families aware that their ancestors are 
buried in Linwood Cemetery would save a lot of time. 

http://www.linwoodcemetery.org.nz/?page_id=3002  See the website of the list of people already on 
the list. 

http://librarydata.christchurch.org.nz/Cemeteries/   This is a site you can use to look for people buried 
in Christchurch including Linwood Cemetery. 

If you can provide any information please contact Alexandra Gilbert, 
alexandra_gilbert@xtra.co.nz  
 

 

 

http://www.linwoodcemetery.org.nz/?page_id=3002
http://librarydata.christchurch.org.nz/Cemeteries/
mailto:alexandra_gilbert@xtra.co.nz

