
1 

News & Views  March 2011; 28
th

 Year 

Issue 287 

Hutt Valley Branch 
of the New Zealand Society of Genealogists 
 
 
Evening Meeting   7.30pm 2

nd
 Thursday, February to December 

Day Meeting:   10.00am 3
rd
 Thursday, February to November 

Venue:   Petone Community Centre, 7-11 Britannia Street 
Postal Address:   PO Box 31-024, Lower Hutt 5040 
Website:   www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz  
Convenor:   Alistair Hardy  
Secretary:   Terry Stock  
Editor:               Suzanne Cummings  sjsc@clear.net.nz  
 

COMING EVENTS (subject to change) 

10 Mar: Presenting and Publishing a Family History 
  The Life of Petone Boy James Fraser Craig - June Stratton 
17 Mar: Heritage at Hutt City Libraries: recent developments -  Clark Stiles 

14 Apr: Archives NZ - Up to date with Archives New Zealand - Graham Langton  
21 Apr: Archives NZ - Up to date with Archives New Zealand - Graham Langton 

12 May: AGM and then Organising my family research,       
 The Journey from Paper to Website – Lynly Yates 
19 May: The Computer Genealogy Program "Legacy" – Jan Walker 

 

Evening meeting doors open 7 pm notices begin 7.30 pm speakers begin about 8 pm (approx 1 
hour) 

Day meeting doors open 9.30am notices begin 10am speaker begins about 10.30am (approx 1 
hour). Please note the Library does not open until 10am. 

 

THIS MONTH'S EVENTS 

EVENING MEETING  - Local Hero’s History 

June Stratton is the author of ―The Life of James Fraser Craig‖ a former Head boy of Hutt Valley 
High School who was killed in the WW2 flying for the Royal Air Force. He held the DFC. June will 
talk about researching, writing and publishing this military family history. 

MORNING MEETING - Local Heritage Centre 

Clark Stiles is the manager of the Heritage Centre at Petone Library. Our local branch resources are 
stored and are available to members at the Library every day of the week.  This is an opportunity for 
you to ask questions about the long term plans of the Petone ―Heritage centre‖ and perhaps you may 
have some ideas to share. 

 

MONTHLY CHALLENGE  - LOCAL HISTORY AND/OR REPOSITORY 

Come and share with us a short story about a local Hutt family history and/or some wonderful local 
Hutt resource you have used.  

Please Note: We would appreciate if members could keep their ―Monthly Challenge‖ talk to less than 
five minutes. This is to be fair on the speaker and other branch members who might like to share 
their knowledge.

 

http://www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz/
http://www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz/
mailto:sjsc@clear.net.nz
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GENEALOGY/FAMILY HISTORY HELPERS AVAILABLE AT PETONE LIBRARY 

10am-12pm 1
st
 & 4

th
 (not necessarily the last) Wednesdays and the 1st Saturday of the 

month. This is an excellent opportunity for those new to family history to get advice from the 
experts!  
 

FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH DAY - GET STARTED AND KEEP GOING 

 Saturday 2 April 2011 
 10am to 4pm 
 Heritage Centre Petone Public Library 7-11 Britannia Street 
 Free entry to financial members of the Hutt Branch 
 $5 charge for non members 
 Tea, coffee and milo provided free.  
 Bring your own lunch and stay for the day 

Come and learn about how to get started on family history research and how to keep going.  
Branch members will be there to assist you in filling out a pedigree chart & family group 
sheet and to guide you on starting your journey into genealogy. 

There will be branch members there to show you how to research the resources available at 
the Heritage Centre in Petone Library.  Other branch members will be there to answer 
questions about researching in New Zealand, Australia, England, Ireland and Scotland.  If 
there are large crowds then time will have to be limited for each enquirer. 
 

NZSG SCOTTISH INTEREST GROUP OF GREATER WELLINGTON 

 Sunday 3rd April 2011, 1-4 pm 
 Scottish Research at the Lounge, St Giles Church, Cnr Vallance St & Kilbirnie Cres, 

Kilbirnie 
 Wee door charge $4 
 A brief AGM at 1:30 pm  

 We will have a selection of Scottish family history magazines and our own folder 
resources, for Scottish family history research. If you have some useful Scottish material to 
share with others, do bring this along. Do label with your name. 

 Photocopier and microfiche readers available. ALL WELCOME  
 

2011 NZSG CONFERENCE and AGM DUNEDIN 

3-6 June 2011 

" A Golden Opportunity" to research your 
Otago ancestors and to find out about the 
effects of the discovery of gold in Otago 150 
years ago” 

Queen's Birthday weekend at John 
McGlashan College Maori Hill 

 

Registration forms in the November/December issue of the New Zealand Genealogists and 
online www.genealogy.org.nz  
 

FAMILY HISTORY MONTH 18 AUGUST 2011 

 Southwards 4pm & 7:30pm There will be a YURU matinee and evening performance 
put on by the Kapiti Branch. The guest will be Sir John Trimmer of NZ Ballet fame. 

http://www.genealogy.org.nz/
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NEW ZEALAND FAMILY HISTORY FAIR 2011 

26-27 August 

 Following the success of the 2010 Family History Fair, the NZ Society of 
Genealogists is pleased to announce that this will become an annual event. This year the 
NZ Family History Fair will be held on Friday and Saturday 26-27 August at the Claudelands 
Events Centre in Hamilton. 

 Volunteer Passes -  volunteers who are available for a minimum of 4 hours per day 
receive a Volunteer Pass. Volunteers also have a billet option for accommodation. Contact 
Terry Stock if you would like more information. 

 For more information see the website http://www.nzfamilyhistoryfair.org.nz/  

 

COMMITTEE MEMBER PROFILE – DIANE STINSON 

 Some years ago I attended a genealogy course run by the WEA and tutored by 
Heather Webber and this got me interested in researching my family background. 

 My great grandfather, George Stevens from Eltham in Kent and my great 
grandmother, Harriet Emma Read, from Colchester, Essex arrived in New Zealand in 1865 
and settled in Hawkes Bay, where George was a gardener at Clifton Station. Their ten 
children, of whom my grandmother was one, were all born in New Zealand. 

 In October 1866, about eighteen months after arriving in New Zealand, my 
grandfather, together with other volunteers, fought in the battle of Omarunui (known as the 
one-day war) against the Pai Marire followers who had come down to Hawkes Bay from the 
East Coast. In the battle he was shot in the chin. 

 Later, the family moved to Wairoa, driving stock and camping on the way – an 
arduous journey for the younger children – as well as the adults!. They then moved to 
Marumaru, north of Wairoa, where they farmed for several years. George was well-known 
for his expertise in horticulture. 

 My mother's father, Olaf Rosvall, came out from Sweden as an eight-year-old with his 
parents and other family members. They arrived in Napier in 1874 and moved to Makaretu 
in Central Hawkes Bay. I knew a little about my grandfather's family but an article in The NZ 
Genealogist a few years ago prompted me with much more information. I was interested to 
learn that on joining the Swedish army my grandfather was given the name of 'Rosvall' as 
his original surname, Andersson was a common one and there would have been too many 
soldiers with the same name! I have done some research on the family but at the moment 
have put my Swedish research in the 'too hard' basket. 

 I have concentrated on my Irish forbears (my father's family, who came to New 
Zealand in 1879, my grandfather, Thomas Stinson, from County Tyrone and my 
grandmother, Mary Kerr, from County Monaghan. 

 After living in Auckland for a few years, where their two eldest sons were born, they 
moved to Hawkes Bay where their three youngest children, including my father, were born. 

 They settled in Whakatu before moving to Central Hawkes Bay when my 
grandmother was a successful applicant in the ballot for a farm property, previously part of 
the Mount Vernon Estate, just north of Waipukurau. The family lived there for a few years 
and also on other properties in the Pukehou district before returning to Whakatu. In 1893 
and 1897 they experienced the devastating floods in the Whakatu district and also the 
Napier and surrounding areas when the Tutae and Ngaruroro rivers overflowed because of 
the torrential rain that had fallen for several days. 

 Progress with my Irish research hasn't been spectacular but I do have a copy of my 
great grandparents marriage certificate in 1852. I have also discovered that my grandfather 

http://www.nzfamilyhistoryfair.org.nz/
http://www.nzfamilyhistoryfair.org.nz/
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was one of nine children. It has been much easier doing my New Zealand research but I am 
still enjoying the challenge of Ireland. 
 

I Do 
A look at the marriage legislation of New Zealandfrom 1840 to the present day (continued) 
by Linda Cocks  
 
OFFENCES AGAINST THE PERSON ACT 1867 BY LINDA COCKS 

Section 54: Any person marrying a second time whose husband or wife shall have been 
continually absent from such person for the space of seven years then last past and shall 
not have been known by such person to be living within that time [shall not be guilty of 
bigamy] 

 You don’t have to prove they are dead, or even that you have looked for them, and if 
you are charged with bigamy, the Court must prove that you knew the other person wasn’t 
dead. 

 This act is a re-enactment of the 1861 English Act of the same name (www.nzlii.org 
click ―New Zealand Acts as enacted‖) 

Following are numbers of cases of people charged with bigamy:

 1882: 2 women 
 1884: 2 women 
 1885: 1 woman 
 1897: 7 women 
 1898: 3 men 12 women 
 1899: 2 men 13 women 
 1900: 2 men 9 women 
 1901: 2 men 9 women 
 1902: 2 men 10 women 
 1903: 3 men 6 women 

 1904: 1 man 8 women 
 1905: 4 men 6 women 
 1906: 1 man 11 women 
 1907: 2 men 3 women 
 1908: 7 men 10 women 
 1909: 3 men 13 women 
 1910: 1 man 7 women 
 1911: 3 men 15 women 
 1912: 6 men 9 women 
 1913: 4 men 5 women 

 
 This is all very fine, but what happens if your missing spouse turns up after you have 
married again?  ―Honey, I’m home‖ might be the very last words in the world you want to 
hear. Although there will be no charge of bigamy, the second ―marriage‖ will become a 
nullity.  To fix this problem: 

Presumption of death: 

 any married person who alleges that reasonable grounds exist for supposing that the 
other party to the marriage is dead may petition Court for dissolution 

 in any such proceedings the fact that for a period of seven years or upwards the other 
party to the marriage has been continually absent from the petitioner, and the 
petitioner has no reason to believe that the other party has been living within that 
time, shall be evidence that he or she is dead in the absence of proof to the contrary 

 Divorce and Matrimonial Causes Amendment Act 1953 sec 2  

Both of these are still in force, one in the Crimes Act, the other in the Family Proceedings 
Act.  The penalty for bigamy in 1893 was (apart from two mothers-in-law) seven years’ hard 
labour for a first offence, and 14 for subsequent.  By 1961 it was seven years’ imprisonment, 
but if the Court was satisfied that the other person knew that the marriage would be void, 
then the punishment could be reduced to two years (for each person of course, because 
both of you are guilty of bigamy) 

The Crimes Act 1961 also introduced a new crime, feigned marriage – going through a form 
of marriage knowing that the marriage will be void for any other reason than that one of the 
parties is already married – seven years imprisonment, with same reduction 

http://www.nzlii.org/
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SPECIAL ACTS PASSED TO LEGALISE CERTAIN MARRIAGES 

Any marriage without a licence or Officiating Minister is void only if both parties knowingly 
and wilfully proceed without one. To be an Officiating Minister you must be on the list.  But 
we’re all human, slip ups occur.  What if you think you’re on the list, then discover (too late) 
that you’re not?  Or what of a minister newly arrived in the colony who doesn’t know about 
the required formalities, and so doesn’t advise his couples to get a licence.  No marriage is 
void only by this infringement of the Act, but just to be on the safe side 

NELSON MARRIAGES ACT 1869 

 Marriages solemnised by Rev Francis Tripp of St John's Church at Wakefield in the 
Province of Nelson, irregular due to inadvertent non-compliance with Act regarding 
notice to Registrar and obtaining Registrar's certificates, validated -  

 In other words, there were no 'Intentions to Marry' 

CANTERBURY MARRIAGES ACT 1874 

 Marriages solemnised by Rev John Foulger of St James' Church at Cust in the 
Province of Canterbury, irregular due to inadvertent non-compliance with Act 
regarding notice to Registrar and obtaining Registrar's certificates, validated 

 No Intentions to Marry 

CANTERBURY AND OTAGO MARRIAGES ACT 1885 

 Marriages solemnised at Amberley by Rev William McGregor (Presbyterian Church of 
New Zealand), at Hawea Flat and at Lower Hawea by Rev Charles Connor 
(Presbyterian Church of Otago and Southland), and at Invercargill by Rev Thomas 
Harrington (Baptist), irregular due to inadvertent non-compliance with Act – they not 
being on the list of Officiating Ministers, validated 

OTAGO MARRIAGES ACT 1889 

• Marriages solemnised at Oamaru by Rev James McGregor, DD, of the Presbyterian 
Church of Otago and Southland, irregular due to inadvertent non-compliance with Act 
– he not being on the list of Officiating Ministers, validated 

  

What happens when copies of the marriage certificate are not forwarded to the Registrar 
General as required?  For we genealogists, it’s probably the end of the world, but for 
everyone else it’s no big deal, right?  The only valid ―proof‖ of marriage is a certified copy by 
RG 

 There was a case recently about a Wellington couple who, as part of their divorce 
procedure, applied for a copy of their marriage certificate, only to find there was none, even 
though they had been married in the Registry Office.  And I recall a member of the 
Wellington branch seeking the certificate of a marriage she had attended, only to be told 
there was none, and could they have her copy! 

MARRIAGE AMENDMENT ACT 1889 

 In 1871 and 1872 Rev Richard Hampson Gaskin of the United Church of England 
and Ireland, residing at Collingwood, in the Registrar's district of Aorere, solemnised various 
marriages at private residences; he drowned 24 Sep 1872, and no marriage register found, 
nor any official copies of the marriages - in this or future similar cases RG may supplement 
official records of marriages from copies of marriage certificate in the possession of private 
parties incl witnesses, or person on behalf of either party or their issue. 

 

WEBSITES AND WEB NEWS

 http://www.geneabloggers.com/years-memories-52-weeks-personal-genealogy-
history/ 

http://www.geneabloggers.com/years-memories-52-weeks-personal-genealogy-history/
http://www.geneabloggers.com/years-memories-52-weeks-personal-genealogy-history/
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IRISH websites 

 Chris PATON has publicised the following - Cork's Southern Star newspaper is now 
online for free.  Digitised copies of the Southern Star newspaper from 1892-2010 are 
now freely available to search at 
www.irishnewsarchive.com/Default/Skins/SST/Client.asp?Skin=SST&enter=true&AppName=2&AW=12

91161225601 (see Chris’ blog at http://scottishancestry.blogspot.com)  
 
 The Public Record Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI) has just announced that 

digitised images of entries from the copy will books covering the period 1858-1900 
are now available online, allowing users to view the full content of a will.  93,388 will 
images are now available to view.  More information is available at 
www.proni.gov.uk/index/search_the_archives/will_calendars.htm  

 
 Roger Lewry, FFHS Archives Liaison, archives.liaison@ffhs.org.uk The Federation of 

Family History Societies is a Company Limited by Guarantee Company Number 
2930189 (England & Wales) - Registered Charity Number 1038721 Registered 
Office: Artillery House, 15 Byrom Street, Manchester, England M3 4PF 
 

HUTT CEMETERIES 
 
The Lower Hutt (www.huttcitygovt.nz ) and Upper Hutt (www.upperhuttcity.com ) City Council both 
have various information on their website that will assist genealogist who’s ancestors settled 
in the Hutt Valley.  The Akatarawa cemetery is also online but I am sure some of you have 
other local websites to share - Lynly 
 

RESOURCES AT THE UPPER HUTT FAMILY HISTORY CENTRE 

28 Turon Crescent Totara Park. Phone 526-4259 

Opening hours 

 1st and 3
rd

 Saturday in the month 8.30am-12.30pm 
 Wednesday day 10am-2.30 pm and Wednesday evening 6-9pm. 

Here are this month's holdings for England that can be seen at U/H FHC – Mike Guest 

 

COUNTY RECORDS 

This section lists books and sources that deal with particular English Counties. Other  

records in the Family History Centre cover England, but include other countries 

such as Wales or Scotland. These sources are listed under "Great Britain". This 

includes guidebooks etc for research in England or Great Britain. 

For example, Civil Registration in England is in the catalogue under "Great Britain" 
because it also includes Wales. 

***To get the full benefit from this catalogue, you should look under both the 

"England" and "Great Britain "headings * * * 

MIDDLESEX 

1851 Census Surname Indexes 

 For census records from Middlesex, but in the London metropolitan area, (e.g. 
Twickenham, Uxbridge) see under "Greater London" 

Hackney St John, Births or Christenings 1545-1812  Microfiche 6904009 

 Computer printout of christenings for those years. Alphabetically arranged. 

Hackney St John, Marriages 1540-1754    Microfiche 6904010 

http://www.irishnewsarchive.com/Default/Skins/SST/Client.asp?Skin=SST&enter=true&AppName=2&AW=1291161225601
http://www.irishnewsarchive.com/Default/Skins/SST/Client.asp?Skin=SST&enter=true&AppName=2&AW=1291161225601
http://scottishancestry.blogspot.com/
http://www.proni.gov.uk/index/search_the_archives/will_calendars.htm
mailto:archives.liaison@ffhs.org.uk
http://www.huttcitygovt.nz/
http://www.upperhuttcity.com/
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 Computer printout of marriages for those years. Alphabetically arranged. 

Chelsea, St Luke, Marriages 1559-1876    Microfiche 6903895  

 Computer printout of marriages for those years. Alphabetically arranged and taken 
from Bishop's Transcripts. 

Clerkenwell, St Luke's Church, Old St, Baptisms 1800-1801 Microfiche 6903895 

 Transcript of baptisms for a very limited time — July 1800 to Dec 1801. 

Royal National and Commercial Directory and Topography for the Counties of Essex 

Herts Middlesex Pigot and Co., 1839. 2 1 Opp.    Book 0255 

 A facsimile of the original 1839 directory. An alphabetical list of inhabitants (mostly 
men) and their occupation. In bookshelves under ESSEX 

Stepney Spitalfields, Christchurch, Births or Christenings  8 Microfiche 6903950 

Stepney St Dunstan Marriages 1568-1864     28 Microfiche 

 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

Byfield, Christenings 1773-1812     Microfiche : 6126937 

 Copies of the registers for those years (unindexed and not alphabetised). 

Byfield, Marriages 1754-1812      Microfiche 6126939 

 Copies of the registers for those years (unindexed and not alphabetised). 

Thorpe Mandeville, Christenings, Marriages & Burials 1721-1812    

          Microfiche 6129066 

 Copies of the registers for those years (unindexed and not alphabetised). 
Christenings 1721-1812, marriages 1721-1753 and burials 1720-1812 

Wellingborough, Marriages 1852-1866     22 Microfiche 6129293 

Wellingborough, Baptisms 1885-1892     2 Microfiche 6129287 

Wellingborough, Baptisms 1873-1878     2 Microfiche 6129285 

Wellingborough, Baptisms 1857-1868     3 Microfiche 6129283 

Wellingborough, Baptisms 1878-1884     2 Microfiche 6129286 

Woodford Halse, Christenings & Burials 1764-1812  Microfiche 6129474 

 Copies of the registers for those years (unindexed and not alphabetised). 

 

NORFOLK 

Holme Next the Sea, Marriages, 1705-1830     Microfiche 6907067 

Holme Next the Sea, Births or Christenings 1698-1867   Microfiche 6907066 

 

NORTHUMBERLAND 

Northumberland. D Martin (compiler, 1997. 8 volumes.  Books 0407-0413 

 Material downloaded from the internet and donated by David Martin. Contains 
descriptions of available records from parishes and many parish register ranscripts, 
although the years that are covered in the transcripts vary greatly. 

 Volume I – Introduction and index; Allendale to Cramlington 
 Volume II – Earsdon to Hexton 
 Volume III – Hexton (cont.) to Longbenton 
 Volume IV – Longbenton (cont.) to Lucker  
 Volume V – Meldon to Newcastle 
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 Volume VI – Newcastle (cont) 
 Volume VII – Newcastle (cont) to Ovingham 
 Volume VIII – Ponteland to Wooler 

Edlington, Births or Christenings,1658-1812    Microfiche 6905514 

Edlington, Marriages,1658-1812      Microfiche 6905515 

Gosforth, Church record indexes, Births or Christenings A-Z 1687-1823   

          4 Microfiche 6905803 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne, All Saints, Marriages 1600-1895   10 Microfiche 6905741 

 Computer printout of marriages for those years. Alphabetically arranged 

Tynemouth, Christchurch, Births or Christenings 1754-1823  4 Microfiche 6905803 

Widdrington, Births or Christenings 1698-1875    Microfiche 6901241 

 

OXFORDSHIRE 

Index to Oxford City Census 1851. P Betteridge. Oxfordshire FHS, 1986. 48pp  Book 0126 

 A condensed surname index for Oxford City. The index refers back to the original 
census enumeration, which would need to be referred to for more complete 
information. 

 

 

 

 


