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COMING EVENTS (subject to change and confirmation closer to the event) 

01 Mar: Marlene Sayers - Elusive Ancestors 
15 Mar: Sherwood Young - Police records 

05 Apr: Finished article - Branch Members 
19 Apr: Ali Carew - Eastbourne Historical Society 

03 May: Lynly Yates - Fencible Ancestors 
17 May: TBA 

01 Mar: Marlene Sayers - Elusive ancestors 

Last month we brought along our elusive ancestors and some people had some real curly 
problems. Because it was such a successful evening, we will have another session later on 
in the year. This month Marlene will give us some advice on finding that elusive ancestor.  

15 Mar: Sherwood Young - Police records 

Sherwood will most likely be bringing Heather Cameron along. She is the recently appointed 
National Manager: Records, and is taking the responsibility for servicing requests for access 
to documents transferred to Archives NZ around the country. 

COME EARLY TO BOTH MEETINGS FOR RESEARCH AND LIBRARY - 6.30.pm for 
evening meeting and 9.15.am for the morning meeting on branch meeting days - come too 
early and you might be asked to help set up! 

CUPPA AND COOKIE - available before the morning meeting - and after the evening 
meetings - gold coin donation please 

29 Mar Computer Group – 7:30pm (last Thursday of the month at the Hutt Bridge Club) 

GENEALOGY ABSOLUTELY POSITIVELY 

The 2007 AGM & Conference of The New Zealand Society of Genealogists inc. 
1-4 June 2007 Wellington Girls Collage Pipitea Street Thorndon Wellington 

There is still time to register for the Conference. However if you don't plan to attend or are only 
interested in attending a few of the lectures, do consider when and how you can volunteer to help. 
Information and registration forms can be downloaded off the NZSG website. www.genealogy.org.nz
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YOUR BRANCH NEEDS YOU FOR NZSG CONFERENCE QUEENS BIRTHDAY WEEKEND 2007 

As co-hosts Hutt Valley committee have agreed with the Conference committee that Hutt members 
shall staff the Resource room for the duration of the conference. Therefore, volunteers are required 
to staff the room. The tasks required are the distribution and collection of micro fiche and CD’s. IT 
volunteers will be on duty to assist with the CD problems. 

TWO people are required at all times to attend the room for the following sessions:- 

 Friday set up       2 people     4.00-   5.00pm 1 hour duration 
 Saturday desk     2 people     8.30-   2.00pm 5½ hour duration 
 Sunday desk       2 people     8.30-   4.00pm 7½ hour duration 
 Monday desk       2 people    8.30-  12.30pm 4 hour duration 
 Monday pack up  2 people    3.30-   4.30pm 1 hour duration 

NB: To suit everyone the volunteer’s duties can be split into smaller time slots as indicated below. 

 2 hour duties:- 8.30 to 10.30.  10.30 to 12.30.  12.30 to 2.30.  2.30 to 4.00 
 4 hour duties:- 8.30 to 12.30. 12.30 to 4.00. 

WE ALSO REQUIRE "BUDDY" VOLUNTEERS! to assist staff at Archives NZ and/or the National 
Library on Friday all day and Saturday morning as well as people to assist with setting up at the 
college by arranging tables and chairs etc. 

We look forward to your co-operation in making this a great conference. You can email Mike Guest 
at mikegu@paradise.net.nz (the wrong email address was given last month). 

FAMILY HISTORY EXPO 2007 

Kapiti Branch, New Zealand Society Of Genealogists 17
th
 & 18

th
 March Kapiti Community Centre, 

Ngahina Street, Paraparaumu 

TOTARA PARK L.D.S FAMILY HISTORY CENTRE IS NOW CLOSED ON THURSDAY NIGHTS 

NZSG WEBSITE 

The NZSG website has been updated and is now secure enough for members to pay their annual 
subscriptions and buy books or other useful things online www.genealogy.org.nz 

THE PROPOSED NEW NZ BDM BILL 

Currently, with few exceptions, a person can access any person's registered information. Access is 
granted if the applicant provides the name of the person whose record is sought.  

However with the passing of this new Bill, information will be provided on strict terms relating to the 
way it can be used, and prohibiting the publication of the information (for example, on the Internet). 
The Bill creates an offence for publishing information on the Internet from indexes that were 
previously obtained, in order to limit the opportunity for the information to be misused.  

In general terms, the person who is the subject of the registered information or his or her immediate 
family is entitled to obtain registered information. Other persons may obtain particular types of 
registered information as follows: 

 birth information or name change information may be obtained by any person if the person who 
is the subject of the information was born at least 100 years ago:  

 birth information may be obtained by any person if it relates to a still-birth that occurred at least 
50 years ago: 

 death information may be obtained by any person if the person who is the subject of the 
information died at least 50 years ago or was born at least 80 years ago: 

 marriage information or civil union information may be obtained by any person if the marriage or 
civil union occurred at least 80 years ago.  

For the full account see: http://www.knowledge-basket.co.nz/gpprint/docs/bills/20060981.txt  

Get the certificates you need now. Impact on family historians and genealogists is likely to be 
contentious. 

mailto:mike@paradise.net.nz
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AUSSIE, AUSSIE, AUSSIE  

There would not be all that many people in New Zealand who don't have a relative or friend living in 
Australia. Since the early 1800s Aussies have crossed the Tasman Sea and made their mark, 
whalers, prime ministers, gold miners, trade unionists, farmers, business people - they have 
contributed in almost every sphere to the development of their neighbour and 'ally'. There is over 
2,000 km from Auckland to Sydney but this has not stopped movement between the 2 countries 

Emerging Identities 

Both countries were settled primarily by the British, and both adopted British institutions. Migration 
between the 2 countries was often of no more significance in shaping NZ society than movement 
between the North and South Islands. Nevertheless, by 1900 the countries were distinct. Australia's 
beginnings had been more turbulent and its divisions of class and religion were sharper. No convicts 
had been transported to New Zealand, and New Zealanders believed there were of a 'better 
selected' stock. New Zealand was more heavily Scottish and Australia more Irish. 

After WW2, Australia opened its doors to southern and eastern Europeans, and to Asians. New 
Zealand continued to draw its immigrants mainly from the UK. Earlier differences became more 
pronounced. 

EARLY ARRIVALS 

New Zealand: Australia's new frontier 

Systematic European settlement of Australia began in 1788, half a century earlier than New Zealand. 
Many of New Zealand's earliest Europeans brought important skills and knowledge acquired in 
Australia. 

Convicts 

Initially, most economic activity in New Zealand was controlled from Sydney. Sydnersiders manned 
early sealing and sawmilling camps and shore whaling stations, but relatively few were Australian. 
One of the first to settle in New Zealand was Jacky Marmon, son of an Irish convict, in 1823. Another 
1820s arrival the sealer Thomas Chaseland, had an English father and an Aboriginal mother. 

Escaped or freed convicts came to New Zealand from Australia in sufficient numbers to 'render 
somewhat false the commonly held New Zealand conceit about 'pure origins'.  

The Sydney Herald estimated in 1837 that there were between 200 and 300 former convicts in New 
Zealand. Deserting sailors and ruffians also arrived, eager to escape the law. As late as 1849, the 
labouring population in Lyttelton was said to include escaped prisoners and convicts. 

One of the first women to settle was Charlotte Badger, an English convict who lived at the Bay of 
Islands between about 1806 and 1808. She reached New Zealand after convicts seized a vessel on 
the Tasmanian coast; she was reported to have participated in the capture. Thomas Birch, an 
English labourer transported to Sydney in 1819, settled in New Zealand in 1827 after being freed. 

Missionaries - New Zealand's first Christian mission was established by Samuel Marsden, a Sydney 
chaplain. But the mission settlers Marsden sent to New Zealand were recruited in England. 

'A better class of people' 

Organised settlement of New Zealand began in 1840. The New Zealand Company, driven by the 
colonial vision of Edward Gibbon Wakefield, wished to exclude Australian convicts and pastoral 
squatters alike and brought its settlers from the UK. 

Nevertheless, in the 1840s and 1850s settlers for Wellington were recruited in Australia, and Otago 
and Canterbury gained Australian migrants as their farming industries expanded. Auckland, freer of 
Wakefield's prejudices, drew more Australians than other regions did. In the early 1950s the city was 
'a mere section of the town of Sydney transplanted'. 

But overall most arrivals from Australia had originally come from Britain. A relatively small number 
were Australian-born.



 

 

Sheep Farmers 

New Zealand's wool industry began when men and stock arrived from Australia in the early 1840s. 
More came in the 1850s, when drought in Australia coincided with buoyant wool prices and the 
discovery of native pasture in Canterbury. These 'shagroons' - who owned huge flocks of sheep, 
which they put out to pasture on leased land - quickly emerged into Canterbury's community of large-
scale sheep farmers. Along with the sheep farmers came station hands, among them a handful of 
Aborigines. With nicknames such as 'Black Billy' or 'Black Jack', they earned renown as stockmen. 

Gold Miners 

It was an Australian, Gabriel Reid, whose 1861 discovery sparked the Otago gold rush. During the 
next 6 years, over 50,000 came from Australia seeking gold. Many had merely passed through 
Australia, but by 1867 there were over 11,000 Australians living in New Zealand. 

Miners from Australia's main goldfields in Victoria flocked to Otago. The discovery of gold on the 
West Coast sparked another wave - Hokitika was described as a suburb of Melbourne. Many miners 
left once the rushes subsided, but some remained in the stable goldfields of Otago and the West 
Coast. 

Australian experience guided the organisation of the goldfields. Vincent Pyke had spent more than a 
decade in Australia before crossing to Otago in 1862. As a commissioner, he prepared regulations to 
control gold mining in New Zealand 

Some who came from the Australian goldfields became prominent New Zealanders: Julius Vogel, 
born in London, had spent 9 years in Australia; Lancaster-born Richard Seddon was in Victoria from 
1863 to 1866. The Australian gold miners were strongly independent and democratic. They had a 
long-term effect on New Zealand's political culture. 

Soldiers 

In the 1860s the New Zealand wars brought nearly 2,500 Australian troops to the North Island. 
Encouraged by the offer of free land, they were recruited to fight in the Waikato. Most were single 
men, but about 1,000 dependants also came. 

ARRIVALS: 1890-1910 

Exodus to Australia 

In the late 1880s times were hard in New Zealand, while Australia prospered. An Exodus from New 
Zealand was the result: nearly 25,000 people left for Australia between 1886 and 1891. 

... and to New Zealand 

In the 1890s, as depression overtook Victoria and New South Wales, New Zealand's economy 
became more buoyant. The flow of people to Australia slowed and reversed during Australia's great 
drought, which was at its worse in the early 1900s. 

Between 1901 and 1906 New Zealand's Australian-born population increased from 26,991 to 47,256. 
By 1911 they numbered 50,693, a level not reached again for 60 years. Most who arrived in the early 
20th century remained. 

New Zealand gained 60,000 people from Australia between 1891 and 1914. This included some 
returning New Zealanders, and British migrants moving to New Zealand. 

Rural Australians - The rural Australians who came in these years were 'men of the very best type; 
hardy, self-reliant, sinewy men, really seeking work'. Many went into farming frontiers on the central 
North Island. 

When drought struck in Queensland there was, for the first time, significant migration from that state 
to New Zealand. 

Shearers 

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, shearers from New Zealand and Australia followed an 
annual cycle that began in Queensland and ended in Southland. Australian shearers tended to come 
and go, rather than settle



 

 

Miners and Militants 

In the early 20th century depression hit the Australian coal industry. Australian miners migrated to 
the West Coast coalfields, and also to quartz gold mining areas such as Waihi and Inangahua 
counties. These miners included socialists who helped revive militant unionism in New Zealand, and 
form the 'Red' Federation of Labour in 1908. 

Among the Australian-born radicals who came to New Zealand were Michael Joseph Savage, Robert 
Semple, William Parry, Patrick Webb and Mark Fagan. All 5 later members of the 1835 Labour 
cabinet, and Savage became Prime Minister. Another Australian who led the Labour Party, Harry 
Holland, arrived in 1912. 

These reformers saw what had happened in Australia as an object lesson. They hoped New Zealand 
could avoid, for example, allowing run holders to wield excessive power, or capitalists to exploit 
workers. 

Country of Birth 

The NZ census figures here show the number of residents born in Australia 

1858 census: 1,510 
1901 census: 26,991 
1951 census: 35,828 
1976 census: 61,151 
2001 census: 56,142 

Ethnic Identity - In the 2001 census, people were asked to indicate the ethnic group of groups with 
which they identified. The numbers include those who indicated more than one group. Australian: 
20,784. 

taken from Settler and Migrant Peoples of New Zealand, the Encyclopaedia of New Zealand chapter 
9 Australians written by John Wilson published by David Bateman in 2006 

AUSTRALIAN WEBSITES 

 www.google.com.au Enter who or what you are looking for, click on search Australian sites  

 National Archives of Australia  http://www.naa.gov.au/the_collection/recordsearch.html The other 
evening I mentioned seeing Australian World War 1 army records on line. I was lucky with 3 
ancestors I checked. The one I had the most luck with was Charles Maher and I just tried it 
because he was of an age that he could have been involved with the war.  

What a bonus! As well as getting his army record, unfortunately he died at Gallipoli on 26 April, 
but because he was an orphan there was a bit of correspondence about who should get his 
medals. From this I located his sister and two brothers - all living in different Australian States in 
the 1920s. The real bonus was Charles's cousin writing in 1969 asking for his medals, in one of 
the cousin's letters she told of the history of Charles's brothers and sister - even naming the 
sister's husbands - as well as stating that Charles lived with her family after his parents deaths 
all this from a hunch!  - Carol Ann 

 Public Record Office of Victoria, Australia PROV's Digitised Records and Online Indexes 
http://www.access.prov.vic.gov.au/public/PROVguides/PROVguide023/PROVguide023.jsp 

 www.theshipslist.com/ships/passengerlists - includes passenger lists on British registered ships 
from 1 July 1837 

 Australian war memorial site. This site has searchable Nominal rolls, Commemorative Rolls, Roll 
of honour 
http://www.awm.gov.au/database/biographical.asphttp://www.awm.gov.au/nominalrolls/ww1/embarkation/ 

 www.cohsoft.com.au/afhc/netrecs.html - the Australian Family history Compendium has links to 
the other online sources 

 www.archivenet.gov.au - Archives of Australia site. 

 Tasmania certificates http://www.justice.tas.gov.au/bdm/ This is for events after 1900, and there is 
no on-line index or ordering - they are also a bit pricey for what you get. For pre 1900 these are 
freely available on microfilm at the National Library along with the indexes.  

http://www.naa.gov.au/the_collection/recordsearch.html
http://www.access.prov.vic.gov.au/public/PROVguides/PROVguide023/PROVguide023.jsp
http://www.awm.gov.au/database/biographical.asp
http://www.awm.gov.au/database/biographical.asp
http://www.justice.tas.gov.au/bdm/


 

 

 www.prov.vic.gov.au - public records office Victoria 

 www.slv.vic.gov.au - State Library of Victoria 

 www.historyvistoria.org.au - Royal Historical Society of Victoria 

 www.lib.unimelb.edu.edu.au/collections/achives/archgen.html - The University of Melbourne 
archives 

 www.heritage.vic.gov.au - The Victorian Heritage Register 

 www.land.vic.goc.au - Victorian Land Records 

 www.korrieheritagetrust.com - Koori Heritage Trust 

 www.aigs.org.au - Australian Institute of genealogical studies 

 www.gsv.org.au/ - Genealogical Society of Victoria  

 Picture Australia  - http://www.pictureaustralia.org/index.html  - see where your elusive ancestors lived.  

 THE RYERSON INDEX to Contemporary Death Notices and Obituaries in Australian 
Newspapers  http://www.rootsweb.com/~nswsdps/dpsindex.htm  

The Ryerson Index is an index to death notices appearing in current Australian newspapers. It also 
includes some funeral notices, probate notices and obituaries.  

Because the Index was originally created by the Sydney Dead Persons Society, it concentrates on 
notices from NSW papers, although some papers from other states are included also. Within NSW, 
the bulk of the entries are from the two Sydney papers, the "Sydney Morning Herald" and the "Daily 
Telegraph".  

In the webpage there is a description of the newspapers, the type of newspaper article included and 
the time period indexed. For example for the Sydney Morning Herald 

Range of notices indexed 

Death Notices From April 18
th
, 1831 to February 8

th
, 2007 748015 

Funeral Notices From January 1
st
, 2007 to February 8

th
, 2007 14 

Obituaries None indexed 0 

Legal Notices None indexed 0 

Then within this webpage the exact date covered, in this example the indexing is patchy prior to 
1972.  

VICTORIAN POLICE HISTORICAL SOCIETY - NEW INDEXES ON CD 

The Victorian Police Historical Society has recently issued a new index in PDF format on CD: Index 
to Warrant and Summons Books 1846-1920. It follows the same format as the Gibson Index [This is 
a microfiche index of more than 55,000 names found in watchhouse charge books held by the 
Victoria Police Historical Unit.  

The watchhouses (i.e. police cells) were located in all parts of Victoria, and the period covered is 
1853-1900.] in that it lists a name, date and police station. Like that Index, the information has been 
taken from records held at the Police Historical Unit, in this case the surviving Warrant and summons 
Books. These books cover different areas and time periods. The full entry, which includes the 
offence and in most cases the result (either a court case or a failure to find the person) is available at 
the Police Historical Unit.  

Researchers can either visit in person or pay a nominal fee to have a Society member research and 
copy the entry. The CD is available for $35 plus $3 postage from: 

The Secretary, Vic Police Historical Society 
Inc PO Box 92,  
Forest Hill Vic 3131.  See also: http://www.vicpolhistory.org.au/ 

London] (54 Leicester Sqre.) : J. Kendrick, 1833 Aug. 10. 

http://www.pictureaustralia.org/index.html
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http://www.vicpolhistory.org.au/


 

 

RECOMMENDED FROM OUR LIBRARY 

 Conference Proceedings - Centred on Nelson 2005 - Liz Rushen's lectures on Female 
immigrants and on Researching in Victoria 

 Single and Free Female Migration to Australia, 1833-1837 by Liz Rushen first published 2003 

 CDs FamilySearch Australian Vital Records Index 1788-1905 

 Also look in our Australian section ... 

THE WEAKEST LINK IN THE CHAIN GANG from feedblitz@mail.feedblitz.com 

Bartholomew Taylor was never a master of his trade, but Tony Burke is still proud of his convict 
ancestor.  

We were originally told he was sent out to Australia for "stealing arms" and presumed he 
must have been part of the armed resistance against British rule in Ireland. It wasn't until my 
sister started searching the family tree and got hold of the original documents that we 
discovered the arms he was stealing were spelt "alms". That's right, he was taking money 
from the poor box at the local church. 

Bartholomew later spent 10 years imprisoned on Norfolk Island for stealing jewellery.  
One night in The Rocks he walked past a police officer who snapped at him: "Don't you know to tip 
your hat when you pass an officer of the law?" 
 
So he lifted his hat and the jewellery fell out.

http://feedblitz.com/r.asp?l=1673588&f=104644&u=2032339


 

 

OTHER WEBSITES 

 New Zealand births, deaths and marriages  published in the Hawkes Bay Herald,1857 - 1900. 
http://jellabeeba2.googlepages.com/home  

 Irish web site for pension records and looks promising. Pay to purchase (minimal charge) but 
free to search. Pensear Irish Genealogy has a site www.pensear.org. Data from the Irish Pension 
records that survived the burning of the Irish records.  

1770 - FAST FOREWORD (from http://www.majormitchell.com.au/htah/htahforeword.html) 

The English count their days from Caesar, 
Americans from their Mayflower visa, 
The Hebrews from their Lord's creation  
And Indians from annihilation. 

Some fancy races like the German 
Trace their time from a king called Herman, 
While Arabs from Mohammed time deduce, 
And Greeks trace themselves right back to Zeus. 

It must be lovely for all these tribes 
To start from such lofty prototypes, 
For none of them would be very wrapped in 
Counting their days from a simple Captain. 

Buckles, breeches, telescope, book, 
We cherish our little Captain Cook. 
We love this honest reckless sailor 
For running slap into Australia. 
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