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COMING EVENTS (subject to change and confirmation closer to the event) 

02 Jun: Evening Meeting – Natasha Petkovic-Jeremic, Petone Settlers Museum  
16 Jun: Morning Meeting -Kelly Crandle - Taita Cemetery 
30 Jun: Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members’ Research 

07 Jul: Keith Griffith - Adoption 
21 Jul: David Lee Smith - Early American History 
28 Jul: Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members’ Research 

04 Aug: Vicky Alexander - WOA History 
18 Aug: Malcolm McGregor - Plimmers Ark & Early Wellington History 
25 Aug: Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members’ Research 

01 Sep: Brenda Joyce - Writing and Publishing Family History 
15 Sep: Graham Price - Convict Ancestor 
29 Sep: Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members’ Research 

06 Oct: Jeremy Lowe or Dinah Priestly - Thorndon 
20 Oct: Ray Peiser - My Family History 
27 Oct: Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members’ Research 

03 Nov: Sharon Fredriksson - Recording Family history on Video 
17 Nov: Margaret Hurst - National Turnbull Libraries and Photographic Collection 
24 Nov: Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members’ Research 

1 Dec: Jan Gow - Computers and their use in Family History 

EVENING MEETING 2 JUNE – NATASHA PETKOVIC-JEREMIC: PETONE SETTLERS MUSEUM 

Natasha is the Programmes Manager at the Petone Settlers’ Museum. She has an audio visual ‘A 
New Land, A New Hope, A New People’ about the early settlers to Petone. She will also talk about 
their database and other projects of interest. 

MORNING MEETING 16 JUNE - KELLY CRANDLE, TAITA CEMETERY: PAST, PRESENT, 
FUTURE? 

Kelly is the Reserves Assets Manager for the Hutt City Council. She will talk about information 
available regarding interments at Taita Cemetery and a proposed database. She is open to 
suggestions as to what we would like to see on the database and ideas from what we have seen of 
other cemeteries’ databases.  Her direct line is 570-6774. 

Thrift is a wonderful virtue - in an ancestor!

 



 

 

MEMBERS OF THE HUTT VALLEY BRANCH 

Of New Zealand Society of Genealogists are invited to attend our very own Research Day! 

On Sunday 17 July 2005 from 10am to 4pm at The Hutt Bridge Club, Park Avenue. 

 Come and use the Branch Library Resources including microfiche, CDs and Books  
 Come and share private member collections including Microfiche, CDs and Books 
 Come and see the different ways you can use computers in your genealogical research, 

resources includes: 
 Demonstrations of popular genealogical websites both free and pay per view 
 Demonstrations of popular genealogical programs  
 Learn how to create a website 
 Learn how to ‘be safe’ on the internet  

 Discuss how to complete research in various countries  
 View episodes from the popular BBC series Who Do You Think You Are?   

Including Jim Moir (aka Vic Reeves) searching for his grandfather, Opera singer Lesley 
Garrett, Meera Syal travels to India and David Baddiel Jewish family research.   

Cost $5, BYO lunch, Tea and Coffee provided 

MEMBERS' INTEREST FOLDER UPDATE 

A new version of the Members' Interests will be published at the beginning of July 2005. If any 
corrections or new entries are required could these please be forwarded to Carol Ann by June 30.  

The Updates can be completed by completing the Members' Interest form which is located in the 
Members' Interest Folder. Once the form is completed please place it back in the folder and it will be 
picked up from there. If assistance is required completing the forms or there are any queries please 
let Carol Ann know. ca_mason@yahoo.com 

SCOTTISH INTEREST GROUP - GREATER WELLINGTON 

Scottish Research at the Hutt Bridge Club Rooms 
1 Park Ave, Avalon, Lower Hutt 
Sunday 10th July, 1 - 5 pm 
Door charge $5 

Scottish census indexes from Auckland and our group's Scottish county folders will be available. 
Microfiche, some CDs and photocopier available 

ALL WELCOME. Contact: Pen Brown penbrown@globe.net.nz  

NZSG FAMILY RESEARCH CENTRE IN AUCKLAND  

With Conference coming up in Nelson, many of the NZSG resources will be out of Auckland, so this 
is just a reminder that the Auckland Library will be closed for 2 weeks from Monday 30 May until 
Saturday 11 June.  

WORLD WAR 1 CENSUS CD 

World War 1 Census on CD is now available from the NZSG Office. Price: $40.00 or $15.00 if the 
first edition is sent back with the order. There is an extra charge of $4 postage if sent overseas. 

WANTED - VOLUNTEERS TO DO SPEAKER'S REVIEWS! 

Do we have a few volunteers who regularly attend the morning and/or night meetings who would be 
keen enough to write the speakers' reviews? Now that Bobbie has moved up to Auckland, it just 
leaves the editor to write up the night meetings and the editor cannot attend the morning meetings. 

They do need to be done fairly quickly as the editor likes to print the reviews in the following month's 
newsletter. However it is often possible to get notes from the speakers and/or to have them check 
and edit what you have written.

mailto:ca_mason@yahoo.com
mailto:penbrown@globe.net.nz


 

 

SPEAKER'S REVIEW - 5 MAY 2005 - WARWICK JOHNSTON - HUTT HISTORY 

Historians need genealogists to get a better picture of local history and genealogists need historians 
to obtain a better picture of their family history. Warwick was disappointed that there was not that 
much written about the early origins of the Hutt Valley and what was written was not entirely 
accurate. Warwick was written books which are in our library; Britannia by the River, Petone 
Foreshore and Woburn  

Warwick has been invited to speak at one or two family reunions and has found that quite often 
families have a very glossy picture of their family's beginnings in the Hutt Valley. For example:  
Family E: An 1851 newspaper clipping tells of how their pioneer ancestors were wonderful farmers 
having owned land in Kent. Family D: Family history says they owned land in the Hutt Valley - well, 
they did eventually manage to buy a small portion of the land they worked on. 

However the truth is not as glamorous. Most migrants came to New Zealand as agricultural labourers 
from depressed areas such as Kent. They left because they could find no work and poor law money 
was used to clear these paupers off their parish for ever. They certainly could not afford buy land in 
the Hutt Valley upon arrival in New Zealand. The majority of them could not even afford to rent land 
off the European owners at the going rate. A lot of the blocks of land bought by Europeans - were 
owned by absentee land owners. Of the 6 families who stayed in the Hutt after the settlement was all 
but abandoned, most were squatters who managed to clear a bit of land, averaging about 10 acres, 
and eke out a living off small scratchings amongst the stumps. Taita was occupied 1840-1844 by 
squatters who had moved up the land. 

There were land agents looking after the land of absentee land owners, one partnership being 
Richard Hanson, a lawyer, and Baron Charles Von Alzdorf, a German who arrived on the Adelaide. 
Some settlers acquired farms of 20-30 acres which were leased at a peppercorn rate for 2 to 4 
years. The tenant became both sawyer and cultivator, felling, loping, burning, and growing potatoes, 
certain of a respectable independence after a few years. The absentee proprietors had their land 
cleared by forgoing high rents and in some cases they authorised their agents to grant leases up to 
21 years. 

Only 5 men owned and occupied their land in 1845: 5000 acres were divided into 100 acre blocks 
and 85% of this land was owned by absentee land owners. These 5 owners are listed as Daniel 
Ridderford, Francis Molesworth, Henry Petre, William Swainson and Thomas Mason. 

To be a good historian we need to ask the WHY? questions. Why did the settlers go to Thorndon? 
Who went to Thorndon and where did they go? Also, Who owned what? Who farmed what? What 
were the crucial parts of the Hutt? 

When studying the passenger list of the first four ships to Wellington we find that 61% were 
agricultural labourers, gardeners, labourers, shepherds or servants. 11% of the women were 
dressmakers! There were no farm managers amongst them. 

By June 1840 there were 1,500 immigrants and the stated occupations were still much the same mix 
as those from the first four ships. 

Petone was not a garden of Eden - it was a jungle - a forest. When the surveyors landed, they would 
have seen a small area leading from the beach and then a mass of tall trees. It would have been 
hard to see if there was any land already cleared by the Maori or even to get some idea of the Maori 
population in the area. The Maori tended to migrate around the land. By 1845 there were 660 acres 
under cultivation. 

Many early literature states that there were very few Maori in the area at the time of the Wakefield 
Settlement but it is now estimated that there were 5 hapu or iwi living in the area. The Maori called 
this area Te Awa Kaingi - area of great substance. Mr Molesworth was able to boast within two years 
of occupation, that his land in Woburn produced abundant crops. He could have only have made this 
boast if this land had already been cleared by those who were there before him.  

By 1855 there were still huge areas of land owned by absentee landowners for example, Sir Algenon 
Tollmarch held hundreds of acres. 



 

 

WHO WAS THE FATHER OF LOWER HUTT? (Warwick Johnston continued) 

1. Daniel Ridderford was a farmer and owned 5 lots of land. He owned land in Woburn but his focus 
was the Wairarapa and Wainuiomata. 

2. Francis Molesworth was an aristocrat who tried to farm. He at least talked with the Maori but died 
at age 28 after he fell out of a tree. 

3. Henry Petre arrived in 1840 but was restless. He went to Australia and married in England before 
1843 but sold up and left with his family after the 1855 earthquake. 

4. Alfred 'Bricks' Ludlum went onto his land in 1844 and represented the Hutt in the General 
Assembly and also in the Provincial Council but died in 1877 having left no family 

5. Sir William Hutt had the river named for him. He was a foundation member of the New Zealand 
Company but never came to New Zealand! 

6. Thomas Mason was a Quaker and had the philosophy of not taking up arms but talking with the 
Maori and making an agreement with them. He purchased 3 land orders each of 100 acres. One 
lot includes the area now known as Avalon Estate which was subdivided in 1922. He had 
purchased already partly cleared land for his extensive gardens. He was the first Hutt County 
Council Chairman and was MP for Hutt for 6 years - 1879-1884. He died in 1903 and his property 
passed to his oldest daughter and then eventually to her son, Thomas Wilford. 

7. William Swainson - a talented artist and prominent naturalist, tried his hand at farming and also 
owned land in Thorndon. He was interested in gardening and developing his properties and drew 
many find drawings but gave up the dream of being a gentleman farmer after floods, fires and 
earthquakes set him back time and again. 

All these men were helpful in establishing the Hutt Valley but the Father of the Hutt would have to be: 

8. Captain Daniell who lived in 3 towns Aglionby, Bridgetown and Hutt. He sold or leased 15 parts of 
this land for businesses, donated land for 2 churches. He formed Laings Road  and developed 
Knights Road. He appears to be the one who gave the most to the establishment of Lower Hutt 
as we know it today. 

 

SPEAKERS' REVIEW – ELAINE & RON KEOWN - EMILY'S TRUNK 

Elaine and her husband had on display a huge tin trunk full of her mother's clothes and belongings 
from days gone by. It is a veritable treasure chest of beautiful fabrics, once fashionable dresses, a 
wedding dress, shawls, materials, notes and photos plus milliners materials - ribbons and laces etc.  

Elaine's parents married in 1928 and had their house built in Dunedin, at the top of the Merryhill 
cable car so it was quite steep there. There were heavy gold satin drapes and pelmets in the lounge, 
framing the view of all over Dunedin. Emily also used to make hand-made lampshades with beads 
handing down, to match each room and matching the brocade tablecloth in the dining room. Elaine 
said that at night it was like fairyland with all the Dunedin lights on.  

Emily, Elaine's mother, born in 1897, was a milliner. Elaine had always thought her mother was an 
only child until she eventually found out that Emily had had 2 younger sisters. One had died of 
meningitis at 4 years old and the other of a chest infection at 12 weeks. Emily lived until 3 month's off 
her 105th birthday! 

Ron and Elaine held up each item for Elaine to describe its history:  

 a little lace-trimmed petticoat from her mother's sister  
 2 cream night-dresses worn when Elaine was born - with slits each side for feeding baby. 
 Emily's mother's maternity top  
 Elaine's baby dresses, jackets with fuzzy rabbit wool edgings, baby vest and green knitted dress 
 a pair of long white lisle stockings 
 a 1920s pale green, tiered dress, Spanish style, trimmed with cream lace and 2 posies of violets 
 a long black evening gown, and a short shoulder black velvet cape with its little black, matching 

triangular headscarf 
 a 1920s deep cream-coloured, long-sleeved lace gown trimmed with a cream shoulder posy.  



 

 

 a  remodelled black velvet evening top with a very deep border of sequins in pink shades also the 
sleeve borders which was originally worn at the ball after the first Rugby Test, NZ vs S. Africa in 
the 1920's  

 a salmon pink opera sateen cape 
 a 1940s dress - simple in style but brightly-coloured 
 a deep lace collar, cream in colour which was used on a costume Elaine used in a play 
 a grey glass bugle beaded evening bag which belonged to Elaine's grandmother 

Time after time Elaine put her hand in the trunk, coming up with one exotic item after another - 
showing us a tin of pot-pourri, a metal belt, a black fur muff, a beautiful black Spanish-style fringed 
shawl which was hand-painted with large pink tropical flowers and bluebirds, a collection 14 Spanish 
hair combs in tortoise-shell etc, another shawl - brightly coloured with long fringes, a cream sampler 
made by Emily at High School and a small metal iron for ironing lace which Elaine used to play with. 

It was lovely to see the baby dress and the photo of Elaine wearing it, and the 'Lavender Lady' frilly 
party dress alongside the photo of Elaine aged 8 wearing that too.  

Ron gave us food for thought when he asked us what we are doing to preserve our own heritage for 
our future generations - our personal items and our photos, for example - have we labelled them 
correctly using a soft pencil? 

Thank you Elaine and Ron for a fascinating morning.    
submitted by Sheila Clegg 

COMMITEE MEMBER PROFILE - WILLIAM CLARK 

I was born in Upper Hutt in 1929, the oldest of 6 children -  4 boys and 2 girls. My father was born 
1906 in Wellington and my mother was born 1908 in Christchurch. They were married in 1929 in 
Wellington. It was not until after my father died in 1992 that I came down with the incurable disease 
called genealogy!  

Since then, I have traced part of my paternal grandmother's family tree back to c1637 when Thomas 
BADCOCK(E) married Mary HOAD in 1663 in Wartling, Sussex. The CLARK side I have traced back 
to 1819 - John CLARK who married Mary MURRAY in Coylton, Ayr, Scotland. My mother's side I 
have back to 1809, Thomas ARCHBOLD who married Harriet THOMPSON in 1845 in Stepney, 
Middlesex. 

Surnames I am researching include CLARK of Ayr and Glasgow, Scotland and Ireland; MURRAY  of 
Ayr; MAIN of Glasgow, Scotland, MACDONALD of Sutherland, Scotland; ARCHBOLD Mdx, England 
and Dublin, Ireland; BROOKER and THOMPSON Mdx and COLEMAN, CAREY, COVE of Hastings, 
BADCOCK(E) and HOAD of Sussex, England. There are also the names MAGEE and SCOTT found 
in Montreal, Canada and in London and not to mention in Akaroa, New Zealand. 

I am a carpenter by trade and so have been able to combine my skills with my interest in genealogy 
to put together the library system you see and those cupboard doors. I also enjoy resurrecting and 
maintaining the group's collection of microfiche readers. 

When I am not looking for ancestors or maintaining microfiche readers, I am working for the 
Salvation Army organising and delivering food packages etc, working at Lower Hutt 'Crossroads' and 
doing odd jobs where my skills as a carpenter are always put to good use.  

I have 3 living daughters, 11 grand-children and one great grand-daughter. 

HUTT CITY ARCHIVES 

Hutt City Archives have launched a new feature of the Hutt City website highlighting interesting 
archival material.  The website is www.huttcity.info/history/archives/month.html and allows people to go 
online and view different historical information monthly. For May, the archive of the month is the 
Petone Borough Council Minute Book 1915 - 1918. 

The following is quoted from the article: "As part of the Hutt City archives' on-going commitment to 
making the city's heritage available to everyone the conserved minute book and microfilms can be 
viewed for free. Interested people can call the archivist on 570 6815".  

submitted by Carol Ann Mason

http://www.huttcity.info/history/archives/month.html


 

 

DEFENSE PERSONAL FILES 

Defense Personal Files are in the process of being moved to Archives NZ Wellington Office.   See 
press statement below dated 12 April 2005. 

The New Zealand Defense Force will hand over to Archives New Zealand the files of all personnel 
who served in the New Zealand forces prior to 1920 in a formal ceremony at Trentham Military 

Camp, at 2:30pm Thursday 14 April. 

In recognition of their importance in the historical record of New Zealand, the Chief of 
Defense Force Air Vice Marshal Bruce Ferguson, and Chief Archivist Dianne Macaskill have 
agreed to transfer the 170,000 files of former service personnel to Archives New Zealand. 

"Archives New Zealand, as the keeper of public records, will provide a temperature and 
humidity controlled environment for these important records", said Dianne Macaskill, "They 
will be kept in perpetuity at Archives New Zealand where they will be available to this and 
future generations of families, researchers and the public". 

It is anticipated that it will take over 12 months to transfer the files, which includes those who 
served in the South African War (1899-1902) and First World War (1914-1918). 

Researchers will be able to access these records, either in writing or in person, through the 
Wellington office of Archives New Zealand. 

Further details can be found at: 

www.nzdf.mil.nz/personnel-records/archives.html 

http://www.nzdf.mil.nz/personnel-records/archives.html or  

www.archives.govt.nz/whatsnew.html 

http://www.archives.govt.nz/whatsnew.html 

There will be delays in the public accessing files – both while Defense are preparing files for 
delivery to Archives and while Archives are processing received records.  The good news is 
that you will still be entitled to one file free of charge per year.  Also, you will be able to read 
the files in the Archives NZ Wellington Office if you prefer, rather than ordering photocopies. 

Just in case you are not aware, Defense Personal Files are an excellent resource for 
genealogists.  You will find details such as next of kin, date of birth, last employment and 
address before enlisting, service record, citations and medals received (if any) and medical 
history as well as possible field punishments. 

From NZSG 'Keeping in Touch' May 05 

WHAT DID THEY THROW DOWN THE LONG DROP? (AND WHY?) 

This was on the Transit NZ website regarding the progress of the new Wellington Bypass: 

Demolition of buildings in Oak Park Avenue started in January, while work was undertaken to 
prepare buildings for removal in Tonks Avenue and Arthur Street.  

The New Zealand Historic Places Trust began a month-long archaeological investigation at heritage 
sites in Tonks Avenue and Arthur Street on January 17. Around 30 archaeologists from around the 
country assembled to investigate the heritage houses, the ground beneath after their removal, along 
with gardens, old wells, back-yard ‘privies’ and rubbish pits. Archaeologists aim to piece together a 
picture of the social history of the area, including the status of landowners such as the Tonks family 
and their workers who lived in closed proximity.  

Open days on 5 and 12 February drew more than 500 people who toured the site and watched the 
archaeologists at work.  

http://www.transit.govt.nz/innercitybypass/index.html

http://www.nzdf.mil.nz/personnel-records/archives.html
http://www.nzdf.mil.nz/personnel-records/archives.html
http://www.archives.govt.nz/whatsnew.html
http://www.archives.govt.nz/whatsnew.html
http://www.transit.govt.nz/innercitybypass/index.html


 

 

APRIL 1968 - EXTRACTS FROM NZSG NEWSLETTER NO.4   

AIM OF GENEALOGY 

Genealogy in one form or another has a long past, commencing perhaps with the old King Lists and 
the descents in the Bible from Adam. Later the glorification of some Royal House led to the 
compiling of genealogies stretching back to the gods whether they were Woden or Jupiter. For many 
ages a list of notable ancestors was considered the preserve of kings and nobles. In many cases 
historical facts gave way to imagination, a bugbear of genealogy down to this century. 

I think the devotees of genealogy should aim at gathering as many facts as possible about a 
particular family or group of families and then try to evaluate them. In this way we can help both the 
historian and the genealogist as well as increasing our rather sketchy knowledge of what kind of 
people our ancestors really were, whether they lived in a cottage or a palace - most of us probably 
have origins in both these sources. This kind of research makes our study worthwhile and is of more 
value than trying to trace a famous - or infamous - character in history. 

Having covered many ancestral lines, I have found a great difference in character, social position 
and behaviour between ancestors. For instance, seven generations back I have the extremes of 
Henry Vane, Bart. (1728-1794) of Long Newton, Durham and Thomas Hill (c.1748-1793) pauper of 
Thorpe-by-Newark Notts. with the average between these two being farmers and tradesmen 
(craftsmen). Even the Queen has a toymaker, Mr Plumber, among her ancestors at this period.  

Thus the study of genealogy as an exact science can contribute to our knowledge both of the past 
and of humans as individuals. 

Geo. Walker, Palmerston North. 
LEARN TO SPEAK BASIC GENEALOGY 

ABSTRACT - a brief statement of the main parts of a document 
ANCESTOR - one from whom another is descended in a direct line of descent, a forefather 
COLLATERAL - belonging to the same ancestral stock, but not in the direct line of descent, e.g. 
uncles, aunts, etc. 
GAZETTEER - a geographical dictionary 
GENERATION - the average period of time between one generation and another (about 33 years) 
GRANT - a general term applicable to all transfers of real property 
GRANTEE - a person to whom a grant is made 
INTESTATE - a person who is said to die intestate when he dies without making a will 
LINEAL - consisting of, or being in a direct line of ancestry 
NUNCUPATIVE WILL - a will which depends merely upon oral evidence having been dictated or 
declared by the testator in his last sickness before a sufficient number of witnesses and afterwards 
reduced to writing. 
POSTERITY - descendants, contrasted with ancestry 
PROGENITOR - an ancestor in the direct line, a forefather 
VITAL RECORDS - statistics relating to births, deaths, marriages 

INFORMATION ON NZ RECORDS 

Birthplace of marrying couples and names of parents are only given on marriage records since 1880. 

 Information on death entries is given since 1876.  

On birth entries:  

 parents marriage date since 1876 
 ages of previous issue since 1913 
 adoption endorsement since 1916  
deed poll endorsement since 1954 

WILLS 

The Supreme Court Code provides that every notice of motion for Probate of the will or for letters of 
administration of the estate or effects of any deceased person shall be filed in the registry nearest to 
which the deceased resided or was domiciled at the time of his death. The place of death does not 
necessarily have to have any relation to the registry in which the will will be lodged to Probate, e.g. a 
person may die in Napier but be resident in Auckland. 



 

 

MURPHY'S LAWS OF GENEALOGY 

1. The public ceremony in which your distinguished ancestor participated and at which the platform 
collapsed under him turned out to be his hanging. 

2. When at last after much hard work you have evolved the mystery that you have been working on 
for 2 years, your aunt says, "I could have told you that." 

3. You search 10 years for your grandmother's maiden name to eventually find it on a letter in a box 
in the attic. 

4. You never asked your father about his family when he was alive because you weren't interested 
in genealogy then. 

5. The will you need is in the safe on board the Titanic. 
6. Copies of old newspapers have holes occurring only on the surnames. 
7. John, son of Thomas the immigrant whom your relatives claim as the family progenitor, died on 

board ship at the age of 10. 
8. Your great grandfather's newspaper obituary states that he died leaving no issue of record. 
9. Another genealogist has just insulted the keeper of the vital records you need. 
10. The relative who had all the family photographs gave them all to her daughter who has no 

interest in genealogy and no inclination to share. 
11. The only record you find for your great grandfather is that his property was sold at a sheriff's sale 

of insolvency. 
12. The one document that would supply the missing link in your dead end line has been lost due to 

fire, flood, or war. 
13. The town clerk to whom you wrote for the information sends you a long hand-written letter which 

is totally illegible. 
14. The spelling of your European ancestor's name bears no relationship to its current spelling or 

pronunciation. 
15. None of the pictures in your recently deceased grandmother's photo album have names written 

on them. 
16. No one in your family tree ever did anything noteworthy, owned property, was sued or was 

named in a will. 
17. You learn that your great aunt's executor just sold her life's collection of family genealogical 

materials to a flea market dealer "Somewhere in New York City." 
18. Ink fades and paper deteriorates at a rate inversely proportional to the value of the data 

recorded. 
19. The 37 volume, 16,000 page history of your county of origin isn't indexed. 
20. You finally find your great grandparents' wedding record and discover that the bride's father was 

named John Smith! 


