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Evening Meeting:  7.30pm 2

nd
 Thursday, February to December 

Day Meeting:  10.00am 3
rd
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Website:  www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz  
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Editor:             Suzanne Cummings  sjsc@clear.net.nz  
 

COMING EVENTS (subject to change) 

12 Jul:   Daniel's 21
st
 Birthday Present – Suzanne Sutton-Cummings 

19 Jul:   Researching Military Records - Christine Edney 

09 Aug: Researching Military Records - Christine Edney 
16 Aug: Child Evacuees UK WW2 - Sheilah Downs 

13 Sep: Child Evacuees UK WW2 - Sheilah Downs 
 

Evening meeting doors open 7 pm notices begin 7.30 pm speakers begin about 8 pm 
(approx 1 hour) 

Day meeting doors open 9.30am notices begin 10am speaker begins about 10.30am 
(approx 1 hour). Please note the library does not open until 10am. 

 

THIS MONTH'S EVENTS 

Evening Meeting 

 Unfortunately Caroline Aliaga-Kelly can't talk to us this month about her  
grandparents who were on the Titanic. 

 Anita West will firstly discuss the branch website and ask for ideas. (Please check it 
out if you haven't seen it in the last few weeks. www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz ) 

 Then you will have the editor talking through creating photobooks for her nephew. 
How do you pull together family photos, stories, and other bits and pieces in such a way as 
to make the next generation interested enough to want to know more about their family 
history? 

 

Morning Meeting 

 Christine Edney is Registrar for the New Zealand Defence Force. She will talk to us 
about how to apply for copies of military records for the New Zealand Army, Navy and 
Airforce personnel. Her department looks after 1 ½ million files from 1920 to now. She will 
also tell us what files they hold and what files they don't hold. 
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GENEALOGY/FAMILY HISTORY HELPERS AVAILABLE AT PETONE LIBRARY 

� 10am -12pm  

� Wednesdays – 1 & 22 Aug, 5 & 26 Sept, 3 & 24 Oct 

� Saturdays –  4 Aug, 1 Sept, 6 Oct 

If there is anyone else interested in helping please contact Marie Perham  

If you are new to genealogy or stuck on something, our team might be able to help you! 
 

SHETLAND FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH DAY 

Saturday 28 July 2012, 10am–3.30pm 

City of Wellington Pipe Band Hall, cnr Stoke & Hansen Sts, Newtown 

� Talks (10.30 & 1.30) and expertise from Lily Baker 

� Shetland census records, monumental inscription booklets and detailed maps 

� Coontin Kin (journal of the Shetland Family History Society) 

� Family History and Library collections - Shetland Society of Wellington 

� International Genealogical Index (IGI) for Shetland on fiche 

� Displays by Society members 

� Computers available 

� Book “Chips off the Auld Rock: Shetlanders in NZ” for sale ($25) 

� Refreshments and lunch (tattie soup & rolls) included 

� $10 members / $15 non-members.  

Organised by the Shetland Society of Wellington www.shetlandwellington.org.nz  
 

FAMILY HISTORY MONTH 2012 

� Tours for 5 Fridays in August 11am-12 noon (bookings are essential) 

Tours selected: 

3
rd

 Archives New Zealand Max 20 
10

th
 Wellington city Library Max 24 (2 groups if 14+) 

17
th

 BNZ Archives  Max 20 
24

th
 WCC Archives  Max 20 

The programme will also list other places which are available for people to visit 
individually and what resources they have. 

� There will be three speakers, 11 August 1-5pm, Connolly Hall, Guilford Terrace, 
Thorndon, Wellington.  

 One of the speakers will be Brad Patterson speaking on The English Disporia in NZ 

� Dame Kate Harcourt is the subject of Kapiti's YURU (see next advertisement) 

� Interest Group Day, 25 August 10am-4pm, Porirua's Branch's room at Pataka. Door 
Charge $5  
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YURU - VIRTUES FROM THE PAST WITH DAME KATE HARCOURT 

 Kapiti Genealogy presents its 2012 'Why You Are You' production' 

 Dame Kate Harcourt, actor and broadcaster, shares a journey through time with 
stories of her ancestors, her family and her life 

� Tuesday 21 Aug Southwards Theatre Otaihanga 4pm and 7:30pm (cafeteria open 
before and after each performance) 

� Monday 27 Aug Circa Theatre Wellington 7:30pm (cash bar open before and after the 
performance) 

� Display of Dame Kate's family history and career highlights at both venues 

� Tickets $15 from selected outlets including: Life Pharmacy, Queensgate, Lower Hutt 
and Circa Theatre Wellington and through the Kapiti Genealogy website 
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nzlsgkb 

Enquiries kapiti@genealogy.org.nz  

 

THE NZSG SCOTTISH INTEREST GROUP OF GREATER WELLINGTON 

� Research afternoon with Scottish resources 

� Meeting Room, Petone Public Library, Britannia Street 

� Saturday 11 August 2012 from 1-4 pm  

� wee door charge $4, all welcome  
 

NATIONAL LIBRARY CHANGES 

� Alexander Turnbull Library reading room is now closed at Archives New Zealand 

� National Library reading room at 77 Thorndon Quay will remain open until July 26th  

� From 6 August the opening hours at Molesworth Street will be 10am - 5pm Monday to 
Saturday. All collections will be available from this date. 

 

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON NATHANIEL AND MARY ANN POOLE 

 I am currently trying to dig through some pretty cloudy family history around Nathaniel 
and Mary Ann Poole, settlers who came to the Hutt Valley in 1841 (on board the Arab). As 
they left just before the 1841 census - and it was very early in New Zealand's history records 
are a little scarce! Their daughter was born in the Hutt in 1850 (I have the birth certificate) 
and she is (was?) my great grandmother. 

 Would you know if any of your members have any information about this family? I 
know this is a cheeky request, but would appreciate any assistance that could be provided. 

Regards, 

Anne Topham aptopham@gmail.com  

 

HAVE A CLOSER LOOK AT THAT MILITARY PHOTOGRAPH 

 One of the speakers at the Taupo Conference was Colonel (Rtd) Raymond Seymour 
who is currently director of the National Army Museum in Waiouru. 

 In the 2012 conference proceedings he gives an example of a photograph, bought at 
a second hand shop, given as a challenge to visitors to the 2011 Family History Fair in 
Hamilton. 

 Clues include the uniform, the sergeant's rank sewn on his sleeve, his badge – 
NZASC (NZ Army Service Corps), his 'wound stripe', service chevrons – five of them 
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representing 5 years service and finally the photographer's name and address. They were 
able to go on the internet and look through the photographer's database and as luck was 
with them each of these portraits were titled with the individual's names. The identifiers on 
the uniform and his military records confirmed that the photographer's record was correct. 

 The conference proceedings has photos of various types of collars, pockets, belts 
and ranks, hats and badges. Generally speaking these are the key identifiers. 

 

 There are two very useful books in the Petone Library which have a more 
comprehensive catalogue of photos with dates of issue etc. 

 

� Corbett, D.A., The regimental badges of New Zealand: an illustrated history of the 
badges and insignia worn by the New Zealand Army. 

� O'Sullivan, B & O'Sullivan, M., New Zealand Army Uniforms and Clothing 1910-1945 

 

 

Editor's Example 

 Of these three chaps above, I know the two on the right are two of my great 
grandmother's three brothers (William, Edward and/or Albert Prince) but I never thought to 
ask my grandmother which was which. The photo on the left was found later and appears to 
be one of the three brothers, possibly a younger version of the man in the leather jacket. 
The man in the first photo had the rank of corporal and the badge on his hat looks like that 
of the Royal New Zealand Army Ordnance Corps. The design of the badge is from after 3 
July 1924 and before 1937 when a new badge was introduced. The photo was also taken in 
Christchurch by Wallace & Co. Unfortunately, I wasn't able to find anything on this 
photographer on the internet. 

 The second photo was probably taken later as the tall chap is wearing the battle 
dress and field service cap of World War 2. The uniform was issued in 1939. In February 
1942 the tabs and buttons on the trouser cuffs were discontinued. 
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LETTERS FROM HAEM 

Using family letters (not necessarily from your family) to extend your research and illustrate 
your family history – Lynne Blake 

 Lynne was another interesting speaker at the conference. She spent years looking for 
the originals of photocopied letters. She finally found 16 original letters and for her efforts 
was given them to keep by the distant cousin who had them in her possession! 

 She did a paper on these letters which were written by her 3 x great grandparents 
from Scotland. They were written almost the way they would have been spoken in their 
Scottish accent. Lynne used different themes to analyse the letters: education, receipt of 
letters, life in Scotland, local news/gossip, work, weather, health, geography and transport, 
religion, life in New Zealand and closing the letters. The letters gave her new information 
and extra detail about her ancestors – their living situation, personal characteristics, their 
social history. 

 In this 'information' age we don't have resources like this available for the next 
generations to inherit. We send emails and text messages. We phone each other, hop in the 
car or on the plane and pay our family a visit in person. 

(See also the 2012 conference proceedings) 

Note from the editor 

 My sister-in-law thought it a bit of a bother when I asked her to get her boys to send 
me hand-written (rather than typed or emailed) thank you letters after sending them birthday 
and Christmas presents. After a  while, it was decided that an email or a text was sufficient. 
Their old aunt also decided they were getting too old and hard to buy for so the presents 
stopped too. 

 I still have these letters and others which I have kept. There are even more that I 
threw out but wish I had kept. I rarely print out emails. Text messages I have to record 
somewhere else if I think they are that important. Once my computer crashes or gets 
upgraded, the emails will all be history (unrecorded!). 
 

GENEALOGY: ANOTHER REASON FOR YOUR FAMILY TO HATE YOU 

from http://www.genealogue.com/2010/04/genealogy-another-reason-for-
your.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+TheGenealogue+%28The+
Genealogue%29  

 Not only is genealogy a worthless pursuit, it can lead to family discord. Illegitimate 
children, hidden affairs, troubled finances and deceit all await those determined to piece 
together their family's past, found Dr Anne-Marie Kramer of Warwick University. 

 When she interviewed more than 220 people across the country who had looked into 
their past, she discovered it had led to conflict with relatives in more than one in eight cases.  

 So, in about seven out of eight cases, family history research did not lead to conflict. 
Those are pretty good odds. And the odds might be even better, as there's no telling from 
the article what exactly constitutes a "conflict," and whether these conflicts can be fairly 
attributed to genealogy. Some of the problems described here and elsewhere—neglecting 
family, pestering reticent relatives—are more about being unpleasant human beings than 
about making unpleasant discoveries. Someone who neglects her children because she's 
obsessed with genealogy would probably do the same if obsessed with Sudoku. And 
someone who badgers a relative for information is probably a jerk in his non-genealogical 
life as well. 

 As for uncovering secrets, I love finding illegitimate children, hidden affairs, troubled 
finances and deceit in my family. (I'm certainly not British enough to ever be disturbed by the 
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discovery of an ancestor's "previously unknown humble origins.") All four show up in the 
family of one of my grandparents. In fact, we're planning a DNA test to settle a paternity 
question in the family. No conflicts here, just questions waiting for answers. 

 There are families with legitimately disturbing secrets, disclosure of which would 
embarrass or anger the living. And I have no problem with Dr. Kramer warning of the 
(meagre) risks. Personally, I'd rather know an unhappy truth than live in happy ignorance, 
but if others want to cling to myths, that's up to them. That said, in some cases discretion 
should keep us from publishing the truth. But nothing should keep us from ethically 
discovering and recording it. 

[The author of this blog was not stated] 
 

WEBSITES 

� Latest additions to Papers Past (June 2012) 

http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/paperspast   
Auckland Star (1927-1945)  
New Zealand Herald (1863-1884)  

� Researching First World War Soldiers 

http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/war/researching-first-world-war-soldiers  

� Documents Online - Squadron Operations Records  

If your Dad or Grand-dad served with the RNZAF over Europe or the RAF during 
WW2, the Air Ministry Squadron Operations Records might interest you. 

The National Archives (UK) has released these records and the show the day by day 
operations for the squadron. An example I have received records the aircraft, it's crew 
names and duty and a brief description of the sortie or flight. 

These records are available at www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documentsonline  If you are a 
member of the NZSG you can obtain these records at no charge through its 
Documents Online service.  ..... Terry Stock  

 

Ancestors (anon) 

 
If you could see your ancestors 

All standing in a row, 
Would you be proud of them or not, 

or don't you really know? 
 

Some strange discoveries are made 
in climbing family trees, 

And some of them, you know 
do not particularly please. 

 
If you could see your ancestors 

all standing in a row, 
There might be some of them perhaps 

you wouldn't care to know 
 

But there's a different question 
which requires a different view, 

If you could see your ancestors, 
Would they be proud of you?? 

 


