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COMING EVENTS (subject to change) 

14 Jul:  Self-publishing of Family Histories – Emma Parsons from First Edition Publishing 
21 Jul:  Self-publishing of Family Histories – Emma Parsons from First Edition Publishing 

11 Aug: Bolton Street Cemetery - Nick Perrin  
18 Aug: Salvation Army Archives – Paul Jarvis (Archivist) 
 

Evening meeting doors open 7 pm notices begin 7.30 pm speakers begin about 8 pm 
(approx 1 hour) 

Day meeting doors open 9.30am notices begin 10am speaker begins about 10.30am 
(approx 1 hour). Please note the Library does not open until 10am. 
 

THIS MONTH'S EVENTS 

EVENING AND MORNING MEETINGS IN JULY 

 Emma Parsons from First Edition Publishing will speak about self-publishing of family 
histories at both meetings to enable all members to hear about what is involved in preparing 
and publishing a family history. 

CD COLLECTION 

 At each of the branch meetings, Lynly Yates will discuss one of the CDs from our 
collection, showing how to best to access relevant information. The CD that will be featured 
this at both of July meetings will be the New Zealand Marriage Index. 
 

FAMILY HISTORY MONTH RAFFLE 

Tickets will be sold at both meetings this month and in August for the Family History Month 
raffle to be drawn on the 27

th
 of August at the Expo in the Johnsonville Community Centre. 

Tickets are $5 and there are three draws and consolation prizes. 

� A quilt made by Jocelyn Thornton worth about $800. (See photo on page 3) 

� A week's accomodation in Salt Lake Plaza, USA 

� Two hour clinics with Jan Gow on Skype 
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GENEALOGY/FAMILY HISTORY HELPERS AVAILABLE AT PETONE LIBRARY 
 10am -12pm 1

st
 and 4

th
 (not necessarily the last) Wednesdays and the 1st Saturday 

of the month. This is a good opportunity for those new to family history to get advice from 
the experts!  

 If there is anyone else interested in helping please contact Marie Perham  or Joy 
Adams  

 

FAMILY HISTORY MONTH AUGUST 2011 

The NZSG Scottish Interest Group of Greater Wellington  Research Afternoon 

Saturday 13 August 1-4 pm 
Petone Public Library Meeting Room, Britannia Street 
Door charge $3. All welcome  
Contact Pen Brown penbrown@globe.net.nz 

The Wellington Greater London Interest Group Research Day 

Saturday 13 August 10am-4pm 
St Lukes Church Wadestown Lower Hall (the hall is down alleyway) 
34 Pitt Street (Cnr Wadestown Rd) 
$5 for day or $2 for half day 
For further information ball@xtra.co.nz  

Wednesday evening speaker series, drinks and nibbles at 5:30pm and guest speaker at 
6pm. These will be based in Connolly Hall on Guildford Tce (off Hill Street, Wellington) 
except for one evening which will be at the Loaves and Fishes which is behind the Anglican 
Cathedral (cnr Hill and Molesworth Streets).  

Cost $5 per evening or $20 for a five-night ticket. These will be available on 3 August at first 
event. 

� Wednesday 3
rd

 – A Grand Opening of FHM with special guests, then Warwick 
Johnston speaking on “Hutt Valley Early Settlers and Settlements” 

� Wednesday 10
th

 – Graham Langdon on “Immigration to New Zealand” 

� Wednesday 17
th

 – (At the Loaves and Fishes) Jan Gow on “Website resources” 

� Wednesday 24
th

 – (back at Connolly Hall) A panel on “Recording, organising, and 
presenting your data” 

� Wednesday 31
st
 – Judy Jones, visiting from FamilySearch Utah, “Can Archiving Save 

Space, Money, Your Mind and Your Marriage?” 

Why you are you (YURU) Kapiti Branch, presents The ancestral dance.  

Thursday 18 August Sir Jon Trimmer, shares stories of his ancestors and of his 50 years of 
dancing and acting.  4pm and 7:30pm Tickets $10. Information available from 
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nzlsgkb No door sales. Southwards Theatre, Otaihanga Road 
Paraparaumu. 

National Library will offer extended hours until 4pm on Saturdays, August 6
th

  and 20
th

 with 
family history help desks available as well 

Wellington Central Library, Family History Section, Level 2, of Wellington Central 
Libraries, 65 Victoria Street. Weekly series of Tuesday lunchtime, 12-1pm, genealogy talks. 

� Tuesday 2
nd

  – An introduction to genealogy at Wellington City Libraries 
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� Tuesday 9
th

 - Emerson Vandy, Digital Service Manager, National Library of New 
Zealand, will introduce “Papers Past: a guide to the database and its use in 
genealogy” 

� Tuesday 16
th

  – Brenda Joyce of the Māori Interest Group of the NZSG, will talk on 
“Finding your whakapapa: an introduction to Māori genealogy” 

� Tuesday 23
rd

 – Jessica Berg of Wellington City Libraries, will present “BDM and 
beyond: a guide to official records and more” 

� Tuesday 30
th

 – Gabor Toth, Local History Specialist, Wellington City Libraries, 
presents “Wellington local history resources: an introduction to Wellington specific 
resources and their use” 

Free Friday Tours 

 Each Friday in August. Participants are asked to meet at the venue at least five 
minutes before the start of the tour. No charge.  

 Register for tours at the NZSG Family Search desk at the National Library's 
Reading Room, 77 Thorndon Quay, Wellington, T: 474 3048 E: nzsg@dia.govt.nz from 18 
July 2011. Numbers for all tours are limited. 

� Friday 5th  - Bank of New Zealand Archives, BNZ, Level 1, Harbour Quays, 60 
Waterloo Quay (opposite. Railway Station), Wellington. 11am–12noon 

� Friday 12
th

 – Wellington City Council Archives,2 Barker Street, Wellington (off 
Cambridge Terrace, first street south of Basin Reserve) 11am–12noon 

� Friday 19
th

 – Wellington Central Library, Victoria Street, Wellington - Family History 
area, Level 2. 11am–12noon 

� Friday 26th – Archives NZ & the Alexander Turnbull Library, Archives NZ, 10 
Mulgrave Street, Wellington, 9.45 – 10.45 (ATL) and 11am–12noon (ANZ) 

Saturday 27 Aug 10am-5pm EXPO at the Johnsonville Community Hall  

3 Frankmore Avenue. Entry $5 per adult, children free. 

The main hall will be filled with books, maps, files, fiche and film research material and other 
special interest resources. Upstairs will be a coffee bar plus individual help desks to get 
started or get that extra insight to take you furthur on your way. 

 

 

Family History Month raffle quilt – Roger Swanson and Joan McCracken of the National 
Library hold up one of the prizes in the Family History Month draw.  
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NEW ZEALAND FAMILY HISTORY FAIR 2011 

26-27 August 

This year the NZ Family History Fair will be held on Friday and Saturday 26-27 August at the 
Claudelands Events Centre in Hamilton. 

For more information see the website www.familyhistoryfair.org.nz   
 

DUNEDIN CONFERENCE AND AGM 

 There were at least seven of us from the Hutt Branch who made it down to Dunedin.  

 I'll have to confess, I thought the highlight of the weekend was the Victorian Music 
Hall entertainment provided with the Saturday night dinner. The famous character in the 
music hall group was Peter Chin, former mayor of Dunedin. (I can see why he gave up his 
day job!). Secondly I thoroughly enjoyed talking to fellow genealogists, many of whom I have 
met at other conferences.  

 One couldn't complain about the facilities at John McGlashan School which were very 
modern. I did learn a lot about Otago's local history, its gold mining days and the local 
resources.  

 There is a copy of the conference procedings in the branch library. 
 

ACCOUNTS OF THE 1848 AND 1855 EARTHQUAKES IN WELLINGTON 

 Those of us who know people who have survived the Christchurch earthquakes have 
probably already heard many of the stories and seen plenty of photos and footage of the 
damage. The Canterbury branch is encouraging people to write down and share their own 
story. Here are two eye witness accounts of the  earthquakes in 1848 and 1855. These 
accounts also give an interesting insight into the life and times of the early settlers. 

 From The Life of John Plimmer “Father of Wellington” with selections of his writings, 
by John Young printed by the New Zealand Times Co., Limited; published in 1901  

 “When the first earthquake shocks occurred, in 1848, our buildings were for the most 
part of such a primative character that comparatively little real damage was done, except the 
loss of chimneys and the destruction of glass and china.   It was, however, very severe while 
it lasted.   I well remember the day.   My wife and I were sitting talking in our house, Mrs 
Plimmer nursing a baby; when suddenly, books, china, glassware and other articles were 
hurled from the shelves across the room.   My poor wife came in for the worse of the pelting; 
and even in a moment of extreme peril, I remember noticing that the maternal instinct 
caused her to bend over the child, to defend it from the fury of the attack.   Such was the 
violence of the commotion, that I was totally unable to render my assistance.   My wife was 
sore afterwards from the numerous bruises, but, for myself, I escaped without much 
damage. 

 Immediately after the earthquake came a heavy storm from the South.   Te Aro flat 
was literally flooded.   I had recently built a culvert near where the Gas Works now stand, to 
carry off the water from the bog.   I received a message from Mr Fitzherbert that the culvert 
had been washed away.   I set at once to ascertain the amount of damage, and to see if 
anything could be done.   I discovered that the earth on each side had been washed away, 
but the culvert, which was built of Roman cement, still stood, and although it was three feet 
in diameter, not more than a sixth part of the water could possibly pass through it.   The 
storm was still increasing, and my top coat, being saturated with water, became so heavy 
that I found it difficult to get about.   When I returned to the stream, where Kebbell's mill was 
afterwards built, I did not know how to cross it.   I got to a high bank, for the purpose of 
taking a running leap, but the bank, being undermined gave way, and threw me into the 
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middle of the stream.   I rolled over and over like a cork, for perhaps 20 yards, when the 
water threw me on the bank on the right side, in a very miserable state. 

 It must be remembered that in those days there were very few roads, and such as 
they were, were generally narrow tracks between flax and ti-tree, and difficult to follow in the 
dark.   Our baker had dug a large hole near his house, for clay to build his oven.   This in a 
short time became filled with water.   I remember going to the baker's one very dark night, 
when, as I reached the door, there was a tremendous splashing in this water-hole.   A 
previous customer, having mistaken the track, had tumbled headlong into this hole.   We 
soon fished him out, minus his bread, not much the worse for his ducking. 

 After 1848, as people did not like to live in brick or clay houses, the real age of 
wooden houses commenced.   After a while, however, merchants and shopkeepers began 
to build in brick, as a protection against fire, as insurance was very high on wooden 
buildings.   Thus when the second big earthquake occurred in 1855, it did immense damage, 
as most of the buildings were either demolished, or so much shaken as to be untenantable  

 There were three distinct, heavy shocks, beginning on Monday.   There was a 
continuous quivering between them, which, in a manner, linked them together.   That on the 
Monday was the lightest of the three, and did not do much damage, but on Tuesday there 
was a much heavier shock, and many chimneys fell, and large brick stores were seriously 
damaged, especially those with heavy slate roofs, [sic] by breaking the bond of the brickwork 
and splitting the angles.   This was the case with a large bonded store belonging to Captain 
Rhode, which was full of bonded goods.   I was sent for to see if I could do anything to 
prevent it from falling.   I thought I might clamp it together with iron rods and plates.   I at 
once got these prepared, and employed two brickmakers to make holes through the walls 
for their reception.   I had just climbed a long ladder, or rather two ladders lashed together, 
and had just reached the eaves of the building, where I proposed to insert the rods; I had 
just caught hold of the slates, and was in the act of leaning over to get a clearer view, when 
the third and most violent shake commenced.   With some difficulty I regained a firm footing 
on the ladder, when I saw it was certain death to go down.   So I held fast to the slates on 
both sides of the ladder, and held on for my life.   Sometimes the rocking building leaned 
over so far that I could scarcely hold the ladder to the wall.   It was a horrid and perilous 
situation, but I did not lose my presence of mind, and held on till the shake slackened in 
force, for I thought I might have some chance if I went down with the building. 

 In the meantime the gable end fell with a tremendous crash, close to where the head 
of the ladder was set, and the shake gradually diminished to a light quivering.   I stood for a 
short time, to recover my breath, when, from my elevated position, I took a good view of the 
town all around me.   The sight was at once appalling and distressing; chimneys were down, 
houses seriously damaged, and the gable end of the new Wesleyan chapel in Manners 
street had callapsed, and the building was otherwise seriously injured. 

 But the most curious thing that attracted my attention was the way in which the Te 
Aro bog was moving.   It was rolling like a heavy sea, but looked more like a field of waving 
corn in high wind. 

 I made an examination to see how the ladder on which I stood was secured from 
slipping sideways, and was astonished to discover that it had ground its sides through two 
thicknesses of slates to the wall plates of the building.   I need merely add that I lost no time 
in descending to terra firma – although, at that particular time, it did not suggest the idea of 
firmness. 

 This was the great historic earthquake which raised the land in and around Wellington 
four or five feet. 

 When I descended to the ground, as above related, a great revulsion of feeling came 
over me, but I was soon myself again.   My first thought was about my wife and children, and 
I set off at a great rate towards 'Clay Point,' [Stewart Dawson's corner] but the crowd in 
Manners street was so dense and so excited that it was difficult to get along.   Here a sad 
fatality had occurred.   The sergeant in charge of the commissariat stores and his two 
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children were killed.   They had escaped from the building and were standing under a wall 
which surrounded it, not more than six feet high.   This wall fell and killed them.   Strange to 
say, the building stood and was not much damaged.   I may here remark, that when an 
earthquake occurs it is safer, on the whole, to remain in the building than to go outside.   
The walls almost inevitably fall outwards, and not infrequently the roof retains its position.   
[Plimmer seems to be referring here to the 1848 earthquake here as there was only one 
casualty in Wellington in the 1855 earthquake] 

 As soon as I could force my way through the crowd, I hastened to my home to 
ascertain how my family had fared in the general overthrow.   I was rejoiced to find them all 
safe and sound on 'Clay Hill,' and although all around me was in ruins, I did not seem to 
mind. In common with my neighbours, I looked upon the labour of years destroyed at one 
stroke.   But we all breasted the waves of adversity with good courage, and, in an incredibly 
short time, the disasterous effects of the great earthquakes of 1855 began to disappear. 

 What vexed me the most was that my old ship, the Ark, had been thrown over; the 
upheaval of the sea bottom had lossened the props and supports and she was lying on her 
bilge, and some hundreds of tons of goods were thrown on to the lower side, but otherwise 
not much damaged.   However, after much toil and expense, I succeeded in righting the old 
ship, and got her placed firmly and safely in her old position.   What goods were damaged I 
paid for myself – some I used and some I sold. 

 As might be expected, I had many calls immediately after the earthquake to repair 
buildings that had been damaged and to rebuild those damaged and to rebuild those 
destroyed, and I was busily engaged with a large staff of men for a considerable time.    
Among the first of these was a large store, 60 by 30 feet, belonging to Sir W. Fitzherbert. 
 The building was seriously damaged, the walls being for the most part down but the 
roof still stood.   I rebuilt the walls and restored the building, greatly to Sir William's 
satisfaction, both as to workmanship and cost; indeed, he was so pleased, on his return 
from Sydney, where he had been to bring over a new schooner he had had built there, that 
much to my astonishment, he sent me, as a present, a cartload of flour, sugar, tea and 
some liquors and wines.  

... In common with my neighbours, I was a heavy loser by the earthquake; my lime trade was 
ruined [in 1848]; my property almost destroyed, and we were all at our wit's end. 
 

 From Reminiscences of an old Colonist by Thomas Bevan sen., Manakau, 
Wellington, N.Z. Printed by Frank Penn, Otaki, N.Z. Published in 1908.  

 It was the night of the 23
rd

 of January, 1855, that the dreadful earthquake occurred.   
In our district [near Otaki] it was preceded by a violent storm of rain, which fell in torrents, 
and the air was very hot and sulphurous.   Then came a roaring noise and a terrible shock 
followed by many others.   Mr and Mrs Kebbell and two other travellers on their way to 
Wellington were at our accomodation house at the time.   They had arrived just before the 
rain storm, and their horses had been put into the stable.   When the first shock came I was 
seated by a large double brick chimney with a child on my knee.   I ran outside, and was 
thrown on my face, the child falling some distance ahead of me.   All in the room ran out of 
doors.   And all were similarly thrown off their feet.   Mr and Mrs Kebbell were in the parlour, 
and were unable to get out, as the door was jammed and would not open.   The parlour 
chimney came down into the room, and they had a very narrow escape.   We had to knock 
the door in before they could get out.   Mr Kebbell asked for a Bible, and began to read, but 
had not read far before another violent shock came.   We all fled from the house, leaving the 
open Bible on the table.   We were all in a terrible state of confusion, and could hear the 
cries of terrified animals and the horses neighing in the stable.   The kitchen chimney, near 
where I had been sitting, was shaken to the ground, and the room was full of bricks.   Next 
morning Mr and Mrs Kebbell returned to Manawatu to find what harm they had sustained. 
They found their flour-mill was levelled to the ground, and decided not to rebuild it there, so 
they removed such of the machinery that was not destroyed, and re-erected it in Wellington.   
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We were so distracted that we could neither eat nor sleep.   In the morning we saw that the 
sea-waves had come up to the front of the house, leaving hundreds of fish stranded on the 
sand.   The hills were cracked in all directions, and our fine lake had disappeared forever.   
All that remained of it were hundreds of eels, high and dry, where the beautiful expanse of 
water had been only a few hours before. 

For more info on earthquakes and eye witness accounts in New Zealand see 
http://www.teara.govt.nz/en/historic-earthquakes/ 
 

WEBSITES 

� www.familysearch.org  NEW ZEALAND PROBATES  

 FamilySearch has begun to make images of some New Zealand probates available 
online. They have an extensive Nelson collection and some for Marlborough. They are not 
indexed and you need to browse the images. They are in file number sequence, so it helps 
to know the Archives New Zealand file number to work your way towards your target. But the 
file images aren't numbered and it is useful if you have the NZSG CD-ROM Index Version 5 
to check your progress with your search. 

� AtoJs ONLINE - APPENDIX TO THE JOURNALS OF THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES  

 The range of years that the AtoJs are available online has been expanded. The range 
is now 1861 to 1906. These are the departmental annual reports and other reports made to 
the New Zealand Parliament. You wil be surprised at what you can find there. 
http://www.atojs.natlib.govt.nz/  

FOR OUR NEWBIES 

� NEW ZEALAND PAPERS PAST -  http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz  – New papers are 
being added all the time so it pays to revisit this site often. Enter a name of an 
ancestor, you never know what you might find! 

� AUSTRALIAN NEWSPAPERS 1840-45 – http://www.nla.gov.au/ferg/browselist.html   
� ARCHIVES NEW ZEALAND – www.archway.archives.govt.nz  

� HATCHES MATCHES AND DISPATCHES 

� www.bdm.nsw.gov.au  

� http://www.dia.govt.nz/Births-deaths-and-marriages     

� www.familysearch.org  (see also below) 

� www.freebmd.org.uk   

� www.freereg.org.uk   

� www.ukbmd.org.uk   

SOME OTHER SELECTED WEBSITES 

� www.genealogy.org.nz  New Zealand Society of Genealogists.  See what resources the 
NZSG have. There are also links to other genealogical websites. 

� www.cyndislist.com    260,000 genealogical links.   

� *On home page, click on "Are you new to genealogy?"  then click on "Beginners 
Guides, Hints & Tips" with lots of links to browse. 

� www.rootsweb.com   includes mailing lists and much more; try www.freecen.org.uk  

� www.familysearch.org     LDS site with births and marriages in the International 
Genealogical Index (IGI) and Old Parochial Registers (OPR), and much more.  
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� www.genuki.org.uk    genealogy in United Kingdom and Ireland. Click on door to "United 
Kingdom and Ireland" then click on "Scotland"    *On home page, click on "Getting 
started in genealogy". 

� www.safhs.org.uk   Scottish Association of Family History Societies.  Look for the FHS in 
your region of interest. 

� www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk   online: births, marriages and deaths;  with OPRs; wills to 
1901; and 1841, 1851, 1861, 1871, 1881, 1891 and 1901 censuses;  most with 
images; costs £.  Do read “Help & other resources” before paying £.  *On home page 
click on “Getting started”.  

� www.ancestry.co.uk  a subscription site; but free in some libraries. 

*For those starting their family history journey. 

Originally provided by Pen Brown. Published in News and Views July 2008 – and updated. 
 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 


