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Evening Meeting   7.30pm 1

st
 Thursday, February to December 

Day Meeting:   9.30am, 3
rd
 Thursday, February to November 

Research Evening:   6.00pm, last Thursday each month.  Library open 
Computer Interest Group: 7:30pm, last Thursday every second month. 
Venue:   Hutt Bridge Club, 1 Park Ave, Avalon, Lower Hutt  
Postal Address:   PO Box 31-024, Lower Hutt  
Website:   www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nzlhvrsg/ 
Convenor:   Janice Price  
Secretary:   Deb Beban HuttValley@genealogy.org.nz 
Editor:             Suzanne Sutton-Cummings  sjsc@clear.net.nz 

COMING EVENTS (subject to change closer to the event) 

03 Jul: Scottish Research - Rebecca Lenihan from Victoria University - Scottish research. 
17 Jul: Scottish Ancestors – Pen Brown- Scottish ancestors and research 
31 Jul: Research & Beginners' Session – Lynly Yates & Dawn Chambers 

07 Aug: Chinese Immigrants – Graham Langton – Archives New Zealand 
21 Aug: Immigration to New Zealand – Graham Langton - Archives New Zealand 
28 Aug: Research & Computer Session – Dawn Chambers – Key websites NZ UK SCT etc 

04 Sep: Family History Week  
18 Sep: Family History Week  
25 Sep: Research & Beginners Session – Lynly & Dawn 

02 Oct: Australian research 
16 Oct: Thinking outside the square 
30 Oct: Internet research techniques 

The theme for July is “Scottish research” - We invite members to write a short 

article about their Scottish research or ancestor to place in the branch magazine.   

3 July 2008 Evening 7.30 pm - The speaker for the evening meeting will be 

Rebecca LENIHAN from Victoria University who will talk about “A demo-graphic 

profile of NZ’s Scottish emigrants 1840-1920” an overview of findings to date. 

Rebecca will present an overview of some of her PhD research including where 

in Scotland NZ’s migrants were from, patterns of settlement of the Scots in NZ and 

the profile of the migrants in terms of age, gender and martial status. 

17 July 2008 Day meeting 9.30 am - The speaker for the day meeting will be 

Pen BROWN who will talk about his “Scottish ancestors and research”. 

31 July 2008 Research and Beginners session 7.30 pm to 9.00 pm - We invite 

members who require assistance to attend our informal “Beginners sessions”.  

Dawn Chambers, Lynly Yates and Linda Cocks will be there to assist you with 

your research.  Come and join us and let’s see if we can help you locate that 

elusive ancestor. 

 

http://www.rootsweb.com/~nzlhvrsg/
mailto:HuttValley@genealogy.org.nz


 

THE THEME FOR THE AUGUST MEETING WILL BE ―IMMIGRATION‖ 
7 August evening meeting ―Chinese immigrants‖ by Graham Langton of Archives NZ 

21 August day meeting ―Immigrants to NZ‖ by Graham Langton of Archives NZ 

PLEASE NOTE:  For both August sessions we will begin with the speaker first followed by 
branch general business at the end. 
 

MAGAZINE ROUND ROBIN 

Please Ensure the magazine is kept in the SEALED PLASTIC BAG when posting or leaving 
in letter boxes for others. Please ensure the sealed bag is also passed onto the next person! 

We pay over $300 dollars annually to purchase these books and we want to keep from 
getting ruined by rain, and to return to our library for continuing use when read by all those 
on the list.    Thank you 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS 

Greetings to all Branches and Interest Groups.  

At the AGM in Christchurch on Saturday 31 March 2008, some changes to By-Laws were 
passed. In particular I draw your attention to: 

 8.4 Annual General Meetings 

8.4.1 Unless specifically approved otherwise by Council following written application by the 
Branch or Interest Group, the annual general meeting must be held between 1 April and 30 
June of each year. Such permission must be applied for each year. 

8.6.2 The financial year of a Branch or Interest Group shall end on 31 March of each year. 
These By-Laws are being registered right now. 

This means that there is no AGM this year for Branches and Interest Groups. Your next 
AGM is after 31 March next year. 

If there are any questions please ask. 

Regards 

Peter Nash 
Executive Officer 
NZ Society of Genealogists 
PO Box 14036 
Panmure, Auckland 1741 
Phone: (09) 570 4248 
 

SCOTTISH AND IRISH RESEARCH DAY 

Discover your Celtic and Scottish family history with the Kapiti Branch, New Zealand Society 
of Genealogists, Jenny Martin, Lower North Island Irish Interest Group and Pen Brown, 
Wellington Scottish Interest Group 

 Online Research Facilities and Specialist Reference Books 
 10am-4pm Sunday 20

th
 July 2008 

 Community Centre, Ngahina Street, Paraparaumu 
 $10 at the door 

For more information contact Derik Griffis  

kapiti@genealogy.org.nz or www.rootsweb.com/~nzlsgkb/  
 

 

mailto:kapiti@genealogy.org.nz
http://www.rootsweb.com/~nzlsgkb/


 

FILMS FROM IRELAND AT THE NZ INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVALS 2008 

Auckland July 10 - 27 and Wellington July 18 - August 3 

We have three wonderful films from Ireland. Hunger, The Escapist and In Bruges. 

The Escapist is showing in all Festivals, whilst both Hunger and In Bruges will be showing in 

Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch, Dunedin, Palmerston North and Hamilton only. 

Venue details, dates and sessions have been confirmed for Wellington and Auckland and 
are available in the festival brochure and online at www.nzff.co.nz from mid-June.  

Wellington Schedule 

Hunger Friday 18-July 
11:30 

a.m.  PARAMOUNT 
Hunger Friday 25-July 7:30 p.m.  PARAMOUNT 
In Bruges Saturday 19-July 9:15 p.m.  EMBASSY 
In Bruges Tuesday 22-July 4:00 p.m.  EMBASSY 
The Escapist Wednesday 30-July 4:00 p.m.  EMBASSY 
The Escapist Friday 1-August 8:45 p.m.  EMBASSY 

 

LOWER NORTH ISLAND IRISH INTEREST GROUP 

Announcement 

As of the May 2008 NZSG council meeting, our Irish Group applied for and has been 
granted independent status as a special interest group under the auspices of NZSG. 
Previously we were attached to the Wellington branch, but due to our geographical 
coverage, we felt it best to be under NZSG. 

There will be no noticeable changes for you all, just more of what you have been receiving 
over the past 3 ½ years, plus some extras coming up in the future. We have launched our 
new header to be used on newsletters etc at Conference and hope you approve.  
 

YOU MIGHT LIKE TO MAKE A DATE WITH TVNZ 

Back in March this year, Breakfast in conjunction with Tourism Ireland and Air New Zealand ran 
a competition for a viewer with Irish blood to visit the Emerald Isle and trace their ancestry 
with a Breakfast producer and cameraman.  

Our lucky winner was Melinda Stevenson, a mother of three from Warkworth, whose 
paternal grandparents were of Irish stock. She had always wanted to further explore the 
Babe and Ferguson sides of her family tree. 

Every morning next week we are sharing a part of her journey with you on Breakfast. These 
will go to air at 8.50am from Monday to Friday next week. Starting Monday 30

th
 June 

Each story will also be available to view on their website - 
http://tvnz.co.nz/view/news_minisite_index_skin/news_breakfast_group - from mid-morning on the day it 
airs. Helpful for those who will be at work by 8.50am! 

On the website too will be a text summary of each story, along with links to websites for 
many of the places mentioned in the stories. 

So settle in with your bacon & egg, enjoy a bit of ‗home‘ and tell your friends to do the same! 
 

BRANCH LIBRARY OPEN MONDAYS 10AM-12PM FOR RESEARCH

http://www.nzff.co.nz/
http://www.airnewzealand.co.nz/
http://tvnz.co.nz/view/news_minisite_index_skin/news_breakfast_group


 

A DOZEN SELECTED WEBSITES 

(1) www.genealogy.org.nz   New Zealand Society of Genealogists.  *On home page, click 
on: "Beginning genealogy" emphasises NZSG resources. 

(2) www.scotgroup.tk/    or   http://groups.msn.com/ScottishInterestGroup/   NZSG Scottish 
Interest Group including Nova Scotia; look out for details of forthcoming meetings. 

(3) www.bdm.govt.nz   NZ Registry Office for Births, Deaths and Marriages from January 
1856; click on "services" then "finding family history records" then "request an 
electronic printout" for $20 from 1875, with credit card. 

(4) www.cyndislist.com    260,000 genealogical links.   

(5) *On home page, click on "Are you new to genealogy?"  then click on "Beginners 
Guides, Hints & Tips" with lots of links to browse. 

(6) www.rootsweb.com    includes mailing lists and much more; try www.freebmd.org.uk  
and   www.freecen.org.uk 

(7) www.familysearch.org    LDS site with births and marriages in the International 
Genealogical Index (IGI) and Old Parochial Registers (OPR), and much more.    

*On home page under headings  Features,  Search for Ancestors, click on "Learn 
how to start your family history". 

(8) www.genuki.org.uk   genealogy in United Kingdom and Ireland. Click on door to 
"United Kingdom and Ireland" then click on "Scotland"    *On home page, click on 
"Getting started in genealogy". 

(9) http://edina.ac.uk/statacc/   Statistical Accounts of Scotland, 1790s and 1840s (click on 
"for non-subscribers").  A great social narrative for each parish. 

(10) www.safhs.org.uk    Scottish Association of Family History Societies.  Look for the 
FHS in your region of interest. 

(11) www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk  online: births, marriages and deaths  to 2006, 1931 and 
2006;  with OPRs; wills to 1901; and 1841, 1851, 1861, 1871, 1881, 1891 and 
1901 censuses;  most with images; costs £.  Do read ―Help & other resources‖ 
before paying £.  *On home page click on ―Getting started‖.  

(12) www.ancestry.co.uk   a subscription site; but free in some libraries (National Library of 
NZ and Porirua Library), has transcriptions (with some spelling errors) of Scotland 
censuses for 1841, 1851, 1861, 1871, 1881, 1891 and 1901. 

(13) www.google.com  popular general search engine 

*For those starting their family history journey. 

Scottish Interest Group of Greater Wellington Contact:  
Pen Brown penbrown@globe.net.nz  

 

IN SEARCH OF HADRIAN'S WALL 

While we were in the UK last year, we turned off at Carlisle followed the A69 and the B6318 
lined with stone walls toward Newcastle and went in search of Hadrian's wall. We stopped at 
various places along the way and even went walking off along a track which seemed to go 
on forever to nowhere. We found the Roman museum in Vindolanda, watched the film, 
looked at the exhibits and bought imitation Roman coins but we don't think we actually saw 
Hadrian's wall! But then there were stone walls everywhere and Hadrian's wall probably just 
blended in with the landscape!  

When in Chistchurch, recently, my father-in-law, whose family history appears to be deeply 
rooted in the southern counties of Scotland, told be that the wall was built because the 
southern tribes were making raids into Roman territory helping themselves to their stock and 

http://www.genealogy.org.nz/
http://www.scotgroup.tk/
http://groups.msn.com/ScottishInterestGroup/
http://www.bdm.govt.nz/
http://www.cyndislist.com/
http://www.rootsweb.com/
http://www.freecen.org.uk/
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.genuki.org.uk/
http://edina.ac.uk/statacc/
http://www.safhs.org.uk/
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.google.com/
mailto:penbrown@globe.net.nz


 

running off with them. I asked if he thought the wall kept the barbarians out.―That was us!‖ 
he said. I guess it would have still been possible for the rebels to climb over the wall but not 
so easy anymore to help themselves to a herd of sheep or cattle!  Editor. 
 

 

Hadrian's wall just east of Greenhead Lough 

HADRIAN'S WALL (from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hadrian's_Wall) 

Hadrian's Wall is a stone and turf fortification built by the Roman Empire across the width of 
what is now modern-day England. Begun in AD 122, it was the 2

nd
 of 3 such fortifications 

built across Great Britain, the 1st being from the Clyde to the Forth under Agricola and the 
last the Antonine Wall. All 3 were built to prevent military raids by the Pictish tribes of 
Scotland to the north, to improve economic stability and provide peaceful conditions in the 
Roman province of Britannia to the south, and to mark physically the frontier of the Empire.  

The wall marked the northern limes (the boundary of the Roman Empire) in Britain and also 
the most heavily fortified border in the Empire. In addition to its use as a military fortification, 
it is thought that the gates through the wall would also have served as customs posts to 
allow trade taxation. 

A significant portion of the wall still exists, particularly the mid-section, and for much of its 
length the wall can be followed on foot. It is the most popular tourist attraction in Northern 
England, where it is often known simply as the Roman Wall. In 2003, a National Trail 
footpath was opened which follows the line of the wall from Wallsend to Bowness-on-
Solway. 

Hadrian's Wall was 117 kms long, its width and height dependent on the construction 
materials which were available nearby. East of River Irthing the wall was made from squared 
stone and measured 3m wide and 5-6m high, while west of the river the wall was made from 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hadrian's_Wall


 

turf and measured 6m wide and 3.5m high. This does not include the wall's ditches, berms, 
and forts. The central section measured 2.4m on a 3m base. Some parts of this section of 
the wall survive to a height of 3m. 

ROUTE 

Hadrian's Wall extended west from Segedunum at Wallsend on the River Tyne to the shore 
of the Solway Firth. The A69 and B6318 roads follow the course of the wall as it starts in 
Newcastle upon Tyne to Carlisle, then on round the northern coast of Cumbria. The wall is 
entirely in England and south of the border with Scotland by 15 kms in the west and 110 
kms in the east. 

CONSTRUCTION 

Construction probably started in AD 122AD following a visit by Roman Emperor Hadrian in 
that same year and was largely completed within 6 years. Construction started in the east 
and proceeded westwards, with soldiers from all 3 of the occupying Roman legions 
participating in the work. The route chosen largely paralleled the nearby Stanegate road 
from Luguvalium (Carlisle) to Coria (Corbridge), which was already defended by a system of 
forts, including Vindolanda. The wall in the east follows the outcrop of a hard, resistant 
igneous diabase rock escarpment, known as the Whin Sill. The wall incorporated Agricola's 
Ditch. The wall was constructed primarily to prevent entrance by small bands of raiders or 
unwanted immigration from the north, not as a fighting line for a major invasion.  

The initial plan called for a ditch and wall with 80 small gated milecastle fortlets, one placed 
every Roman mile, holding a few dozen troops each, and pairs of evenly spaced 
intermediate turrets used for observation and signalling. Local limestone was used in the 
construction, except for the section to the west of Irthing where turf was used instead, since 
there were no useful outcrops nearby. Milecastles in this area were also built from timber 
and earth rather than stone, but turrets were always made from stone. The Broad Wall was 
initially built with a clay-bonded rubble core and mortared dressed rubble facing stones, but 
this seems to have made it vulnerable to collapse, and repair with a mortared core was 
sometimes necessary. 

The milecastles and turrets were of 3 different designs, depending on which Roman legion 
built them — inscriptions of the Second, Sixth, and Twentieth Legions, tell us that all were 
involved in the construction. All were about 493m apart and measured 4.27m² internally. 

Construction was divided into lengths of about 8 km. One group of each legion would 
excavate the foundations and build the milecastles and turrets and then other cohorts would 
follow with the wall construction. Early in its construction, just after reaching the North Tyne, 
the width of the wall was narrowed to 2.5m or even less (sometimes 1.8m) (the "Narrow 
Wall"). 

However, Broad Wall foundations had already been laid as far as the River Irthing, where 
the Turf Wall began, demonstrating that construction worked from east to west. Many turrets 
and milecastles were optimistically provided with stub 'wing walls' in preparation for joining to 
the Broad Wall, offering a handy reference for archaeologists trying to piece together the 
construction chronology. 

Within a few years it was decided to add a total of 14 to 17 (sources disagree) full-sized forts 
along the length of the wall, including Vercovicium (Housesteads) and Banna (Birdoswald), 
each holding between 500 and 1,000 auxiliary troops (no legions were posted to the wall). 
The eastern end of the wall was extended further east from Pons Aelius (Newcastle) to 
Segedunum (Wallsend) on the Tyne estuary. Some of the larger forts along the wall, such 
as Cilurnum (Chesters) and Vercovicium (Housesteads), were built on top of the footings of 
milecastles or turrets, showing the change of plan. An inscription mentioning early governor 
Aulus Platorius Nepos indicates that the change of plans took place early on. Also some 
time still during Hadrian's reign (before AD 138) the wall west of the Irthing was rebuilt in 
sandstone to basically the same dimensions as the limestone section to the east. 



 

After the forts had been added (or possibly at the same time), the Vallum was built on the 
southern side. It consisted of a large, flat-bottomed ditch 6m wide at the top and 3m deep 
bounded by a berm on each side 10m wide. Beyond the berms were earth banks 6m and 
2m high. Causeways crossed the ditch at regular intervals. Initially the berm appears to have 
been the main route for transportation along the wall. 

The wall was thus part of a defensive system which, from north to south included: 

 a glacis and a deep ditch  

 a berm with rows of pits holding entanglements  

 the curtain wall  

 a later military road (the "Military Way")  

 a north mound, a ditch and a south mound to prevent or slow down any raids from a 
rebelling southern tribe.  

GARRISON 

The wall was garrisoned by auxiliary (non-legionary) units of the army (non-citizens). Their 
numbers fluctuated throughout the occupation but may have been around 9,000 strong in 
general, including infantry and cavalry. The new forts could hold garrisons of 500 men, while 
cavalry units of 1,000 troops were stationed at either end. The total number of soldiers 
manning the early wall was probably greater than 10,000. 

They suffered serious attacks in 180AD, and especially between 196AD and 197AD when 
the garrison had been seriously weakened, following which major reconstruction had to be 
carried out under Septimius Severus. The region near the wall remained peaceful for most 
of the rest of the 3rd century. It is thought that some in the garrison may have married and 
integrated into the local community throughout the years. 

AFTER HADRIAN 

In the years after Hadrian's death in 138AD, the new emperor, Antoninus Pius essentially 
abandoned the wall, leaving it occupied in a support role, and began building a new wall in 
Scotland proper, about 160 kms north - the Antonine Wall. This turf wall ran 40 Roman miles 
(about 60.8km) and had significantly more forts than Hadrian's Wall. Antoninus was unable 
to conquer the northern tribes, so when Marcus Aurelius became emperor he abandoned 
the Antonine Wall and reoccupied Hadrian's Wall as the main defensive barrier in 164AD. 
The wall remained occupied by Roman troops until their withdrawal from Britain. 

In the late 4th century, barbarian invasions, economic decline, and military coups loosened 
the Empire's hold on Britain. By 410AD, the Roman administration and its legions were 
gone, and Britain was left to look to its own defences and government. The garrisons, by 
now probably made up mostly of local Britons who had nowhere else to go, probably 
lingered on in some form for generations.  

Archaeology is beginning to reveal that some parts of the wall remained occupied well into 
the 5th century. Enough also survived in the 8th century for spolia from it to find its way into 
the construction of Jarrow Priory. But in time the wall was abandoned and fell into ruin. Over 
the centuries and even into the 12th century a large proportion of the stone was reused in 
other local buildings. 

Much of the wall has disappeared. The preservation of what remains can be credited to 
John Clayton. He trained as a lawyer and became town clerk of Newcastle in the 1830s. He 
became enthusiastic about preserving the wall after a visit to Chesters. To prevent farmers 
taking stones from the wall, he began buying some of the land on which the wall stood. 

In 1834 he started purchasing property around Steel Rigg. Eventually he had control of land 
from Brunton to Cawfields. This stretch included the sites of Chesters, Carrawburgh, 
Housesteads and Vindolanda. Clayton carried out excavation work at the fort at Cilurnum 
and at Housesteads, and he excavated some milecastles. 



 

Clayton managed the farms he had acquired and succeeded in improving both the land and 
the livestock. His successful management produced a cash flow which could be invested in 
future restoration work. Workmen were employed to restore sections of the wall, generally 
up to a height of seven courses. The best example of the Clayton Wall is at Housesteads. 
After Clayton‘s death, the estate passed to relatives and was soon lost at gambling.  

Eventually the National Trust began the process of acquiring the land on which the wall 
stands. 

 

 

 


