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News & Views  December 2012 29
th

 Year 

Issue 307 

Hutt Valley Branch 
of the New Zealand Society of Genealogists 
 
 
Evening Meeting:  7.30pm 2

nd
 Thursday, February to December 

Day Meeting:  10.00am 3
rd

 Thursday, February to November 
Venue:  Petone Community Centre, 7-11 Britannia Street 
Postal Address:  PO Box 31-024, Lower Hutt 5040 
Website:  www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz  
Convenor:  Alistair Hardy  
Secretary:  Terry Stock HuttValley@genealogy.org.nz   
Editor:             Suzanne Cummings  sjsc@clear.net.nz  
 

COMING EVENTS (subject to change) 

13 Dec: Christmas Party “Your year’s best find!” - to be contributed by members  

14 Feb: My Three Scandinavian Grandparents - Jean Thompson-Church 
21 Feb: Girls in Bonnets - The Life and Times of the Young Women Who Founded St  
  Mary's College, 1850-1860 - Margaret Deere 

14 Mar: Demystifying DNA for genealogy – Lorna Henderson 
21 Mar: Visit to the Wellington Archives 

11 Apr: My Father's War time exploits – Tricia Glensor 
18 Apr: Featherston Military Camp 1916-1919 – Neil Frances 

09 May: 30
th

 Anniversary Celebration and AGM  
16 May: Visit to the Home of Compassion 
 

THIS MONTH'S EVENT 

Christmas Party: Tell us about your best find this year.  

Christmas Raffle – 2 prizes – values $50 and $30. Tickets 50c each or 3 for $1.  

SUPPER WILL BE PROVIDED BY THE COMMITTEE – no need to bring a plate 
 

GENEALOGY/FAMILY HISTORY HELPERS AVAILABLE AT PETONE LIBRARY 

 This service will not now be available until February 2012. If there is anyone 
interested in helping next year please contact Marie Perham 

 

RESEARCH DAY 2013 

 Saturday 6
th

 April 2013 at the Petone Community Centre 

 

 

 
 

http://www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz/
http://www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz/
mailto:HuttValley@genealogy.org.nz
mailto:sjsc@clear.net.nz
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LIBRARY 

Graeme McVerry - Committee member holding the Library Portfolio 
Marie Perham - Library Volunteer Coordinator 
Lynly Yates - Library Cataloguing Project Coordinator 

 The Committee would like to thank all the Library volunteers for giving up their time in 
assisting at the Petone Library during the year.  The volunteers were Lois Bartlett, Deb 
Beban, Dawn Chambers, Cheryl Dreaver, Ian Fyfe, Helen Hinton, Janet Ketchell, Carol Ann 
Mason, Leanna Menchi, Marie Perham, Avril Roberts, Diane Stinson, Bob Vine and Lynly 
Yates. We would like to thank Marie Perham the HVBNZSG Volunteer Coordinator for 
organising the Volunteers duties for 2012. 

 Next year the duty on the 4th Wednesday will be changed to the 3rd Wednesday due 
to parking problems.  The 2013 duty calendar and instruction list will be sent to all volunteers 
via email in early 2013.  A copy of the Library Volunteer Instructions has been laminated and 
placed a plastic container (marked Library Volunteers Instructions) along with the volunteer 
badges and placed in the locked HVBNZSG cabinet.  The Petone Librarians hold the key to 
the cabinet.  This key is attached to a black lanyard marked “Genealogy Absolutely 
Positively”. 

 The Library Cataloguing project coordinator Lynly Yates has held meetings with the 
Heritage Manager and Staff.  Procedures and timelines have now been created to complete 
the task of cataloguing the remainder of the HVBNZSG collection.  Next year the coordinator 
will contact members who have volunteered their services to assist in the project.  If any 
members are interested in assisting please contact a committee member so we can pass on 
the details to the coordinator. 

Lynly Yates 
 

ONE HUNDRED NEWSLETTERS! 

 When I took on the job of newsletter editor, I never thought I would still be doing the 
job nine years later. My first newsletter consisted of five pages and was issued in December 
2003. The committee had to print and send it out as I was booked to go down South. 
Laptops with wireless internet were a thing of the future.  

 Back then my computer wasn't so clever as I had to go through about three steps to 
convert the newsletter into 'pdf'. It would not format right and it was often a battle of wills with 
the computer, trying to get it to do what I wanted. I also had the job of maintaining the email 
addresses and there were always emails that bounced for various reasons. Carol Ann 
Mason took over that part of the job when she became membership secretary. 

 There have been a few changes over the years. There were a lot more speakers' 
reviews which did not appear so often after Bobbie Aymes moved to Auckland. I also used 
'themes' for the month's newsletters. Then you might have also noticed a lot more of the 
results of my own family history research and writing. A lot of people have contributed in 
various ways from writing about themselves, publishing their family stories, submitting notes 
on their talks, handy hints, useful websites and their findings. 

 Anita West, our current membership secretary and web master is in the process of 
putting all one hundred of these newsletters on the branch's website. I am going through 
them all and have been working on the contents list which will be sorted in chronological 
order and in 'type' order. We should have this all online by February 2013. 

 Thank you to all those who have contributed over the last nine years. There are a lot 
of very interesting articles written by many people. Do have a read of them. Be inspired, 
encouraged and keep contributing. This is the branch's newsletter - your newsletter. I am 
only the editor.   

Suzanne 
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IMPLICATIONS OF THE PRIVACY ACT 1993 TO GENEALOGY (by Alistair Hardy) 

The Act has 130 clauses and much of it in legalese. The aim of the Act is to promote and 
protect individual privacy “ 

Significant Definitions 

 Agency - any person or body of persons, whether corporate or unincorporated, and 
whether in the public sector or in the private sector and includes a government 
department. 

 Individual – a natural person, other than a deceased natural person. 
 Personal Information – information about an identifiable individual and includes 

information relating to a death. 

Established Privacy Principles 

1. Purpose for collecting 
2. Source of Information 
3. What to tell an individual 
4. Manner of collection 
5. Storage and security of information 
6. Access to individual’s information 
7. Correction 
8. Accuracy 
9. Retention 
10. Use 
11. Disclosure 
12. Use of unique identifiers. 

According to clause 56: Nothing in the above principles applies in respect of the collection of 
personal information by an individual, or personal information held by an individual solely or 
principally for an individual’s personal, family or household affairs. 

 

NZSG STATEMENT, May  2011 - Principles Governing Society Activities 

 Over-riding Principle -  All NZSG activities, including new publications or revision of 
previous publications and must be in accordance with relevant NZ legislation. 

 Gathering of Information - Public records may be gathered, (from cemetery 
headstones, electoral rolls, telephone books, gazettes etc. 

 Private records containing personal information may be gathered only with the prior 
written permission of the owner. 

 Storage - Information and records must be stored in an appropriate environment and 
with appropriate security. 

 Access to information - No access to any private records containing personal 
information relating to a living person, unless prior written permission has been 
granted by that person. A person is assumed to be still living unless his death is 
known, or unless his birth occurred at least 100 years ago. Permission relates only to 
that person’s information, and not to anyone else’s. 

 Any stipulation by the owners of private records must be adhered to. 
 NZSG's look-up services must not be in conflict with these principles. 
 Publication of Information - No publication is permitted of any private records 

containing personal information relating to a living person, unless prior written 
permission has been obtained from that person (same situation as in 5.above). 

Privacy 

 Private information includes personal information about a person’s birth, ethnicity, 
adoption, school attendance, church affiliation, employment, marriage, divorce or 
separation, naturalisation, imprisonment, illness and medical history, abortion, 
personal life events, etc. 
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 Private information from public records (eg, from headstones, electoral rolls, 
newspapers, telephone directories etc.), may be supplied. 

 Private information collected for the purpose of disclosure (telephone directories) may 
be supplied. 

 Private information about a dead person may be supplied. 

 (Above extracts slightly abridged for shortness) 

Summary 

 We may store personal information, but need to be careful in publishing it in any way. 
 Once released to the Internet, message boards, social media or news media you 

have lost control of such information. 
 Ensure you have prior written permission to use any personal information about a 

living person. 
 Keep your relatives “on-side, not off-side” 

See also the September/October 2011 issue of the NZSG magazine pp196-196 
 

REQUESTING OFFICIAL INFORMATION IN NEW ZEALAND – Anita West 

 

The reference for the information below is the Office of the Ombusdmen's website, where 
there is a great downloadable guide "How the Official Information Works".  The web link is: 
http://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/resources-and-publications/documents/part-a-how-the-official-
information-legislation-works  

 

Official  Information is any information held by the Government, including:  

 Government ministers in their official capacity 
 Government departments and organisations 
 The Police 
 City, district and regional councils, local authorities and community boards 
 State-owned enterprises 
 School Boards of Trustees 
 Universities, polytechnics and other tertiary education institutions 
 Public health authorities, such as district health boards 

The New Zealand  Legislation in the: 

 Privacy Act 1993 
 Official Information Act 1982 (OIA) 
 Local Government Official Information and Meetings 1987 (LGMOIA) 

 When you ask for information about YOURSELF, your request will be considered 
under the Privacy Act. When you ask for information about OTHERS, this will be considered 
under the OIA or LGOIAM. Sometimes your request may be considered under BOTH Acts, if 
what you are asking for contains information about yourself and others, e.g in a Social 
Welfare file. 

What Can You Request? 

You can ask for any information, created at any time up until your request, that is held by the 
agency you are requesting it from, including:  

 documents, reports, letters, memoranda, emails and draft documents; 
 non-written information, such as video tapes or recordings; 
 the reasons for any decisions that have been made about you; 
 manuals which set out internal policies, principles, rules or guidelines; and 
 agendas and minutes of meetings, including those not open to the public. 

How To Make A Request 

 Simply contact the holder of the information  

http://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/resources-and-publications/documents/part-a-how-the-official-information-legislation-works
http://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/resources-and-publications/documents/part-a-how-the-official-information-legislation-works


5 

 You can write, email or make your request verbally 
 You do not even have to state that your request is being made under the OIA or 

LGOIMA (although it may be helpful to do so)   
 You do not need to use legal language – plain English is fine 
 Keep a copy or note of your request and the date you made it. 

BUT your request must be made with 'Due Particularity'. This means that the person 
receiving the request must be able to identify the information requested. Be as specific as 
you can in identifying what information you want. 

Guiding Principles 

 The guiding principle of the OIA is that information must be made available unless 
there is “good reason” to withhold it. The “good reason” must be weighed up against 
the public interest. Agencies must give you reasonable help to make your request 

 They must respond to your request “as soon as is practicable” and in any case within 
20 working days after it is received 

 They can extend that time to consult others on  the release, or if there is a large 
amount of information.  The Act doesn’t say how long they can extend but the rule of 
thumb is up to another 20 days. 

 They may charge to cover their costs however guidelines for this are strict – usually 
its free and if they are going to charge they have to let you know 

Tips for Making Request 

 Broad requests are usually declined. Think about: when, to whom, from whom, about 
what or who specifically. 

 Contact the agency to discuss your request and what they may hold in what form – 
this will help you to be even more specific 

 Let them know when you make your request that you are happy to be contacted for 
further clarification 

 Let them know what you don’t want, e.g. drafts, emails 
 You don’t have to explain why you want the information but it can be helpful for them 

when considering release 
 Offer to accept information in a different form, eg summary 
 Make subsequent requests, narrowing in on what you want 

Can Your Request be  Refused?  

Yes, if there is “good reason” under the Act. Reasons include the protection of: 
 the security and defence of New Zealand; 
 the maintenance of the law; 
 trade secrets or the commercial position of a third party; 
 personal privacy;  
 institutional convention; 
 free and frank advice; 
 legal professional privilege. 
 Sometimes you will be given the information with the sensitive parts blocked out. 
 If your request is refused or partly withheld they must tell you on what grounds. 

What if you are unhappy with the response? 

You can complain to an Ombudsman, who can investigate: 
 decisions to withhold information or to delete information 
 delays or extensions to the time limits for responding 
 charges for supplying information;  
 the way in which information has been made available;  
 release of information subject to conditions. 

 
Common Questions on  Privacy 

 Q: Will all personal information be withheld to protect that person’s privacy? 
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 A: Sometimes this won’t be necessary. For example, the person may consent to its 
release, the information may already be publicly available, it may be of a nature that 
doesn’t need such privacy protection and/or the public interest may outweigh the 
reasons to withhold  

 Q: Does privacy lapse upon death? 
 A: No. However the strength of the privacy interest lapses over time. The degree will 

depend on the circumstances of the case. By default personal files are opened to 
others 40 years after death however agencies can consider release earlier. 

Summary 

 Any New Zealander is entitled to request any information held by Govt 
 The process doesn’t need to be hard, legalistic or scary 
 Do your own research first 
 Ask them to help you shape your request 
 Be specific 
 The information must be released to you unless there are grounds under the 

legislation to refuse or withhold it. 
 The OIA is there to promote Govt. transparency and accountability – the public 

interest 
 There are timeframes 
 If you are not satisfied you can complain to the Ombudsman 

   
 

WEBSITE – contributed by Susan Wilson 

If it cost £40 in 1938, what would it be in today's $? 

 Ever needed to answer that sort of question?  Well, the Reserve Bank of New 
Zealand has an Inflation Calculator which will give you a guide to what an equivalent amount 
would be.  Or, if you have an amount in today's $ and want an idea of the value in earlier 
times either in £ or $, their calculator can help with that, too. 

Their calculator can be found at:  http://www.rbnz.govt.nz/statistics/0135595.html  

The RBNZ includes this note below their calculator: 

 The Calculator only works with decimals, therefore an amount like £5.11.6 needs to 
be input as 5.575 (£5 + 11.5/20 shillings). Actually, not true – the calculator will only allow 
entry of 2 decimal places.  If you use 3 decimal places, you will get an error message. 

 



SEASON'S GREETINGS TO ALL MEMBERS 

FROM THE COMMITTEE.  

 

SEE YOU IN FEBRUARY 2013

http://www.rbnz.govt.nz/statistics/0135595.html
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GENEALOGIST – NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS 

It was the night before Christmas when all through the house 
Not a creature was stirring not even my spouse 

The dining room with clutter was spread 
With pedigree charts and letters which said... 
“Too bad about the data for which you wrote 

Sank in a storm on an ill fated boat” 
 

Stacks of old copies of wills and the such 
Were proof that my research had become too much 

My children were all nestled all snug in their beds 
While visions of tomorrow went round in their heads 

And I at my table was ready to drop 
From work on my album with photos to crop 

 
Christmas was here, and of such was my lot 
That presents and goodies and toys I forgot 

Had I not been so busy with Grandparents' wills 
I'd not have forgotten to shop for such thrills 

While others had bought gifts that would bring good cheers: 
I'd spent time researching those birthdates and years 

 
While I was musing about my sad plight 

A strange noise on the lawn gave me such a great fright 
Away to the window I flew in a flash 

Tore open the drapes and opened the sash 
When what to my wondering eyes should appear? 
But an overstuffed sleigh and eight small reindeer 

 
Up to the housetop the reindeer they flew, 

With a sleigh full of toys, and old Santa Claus too 
And then in a twinkle, I heard on the roof 

The prancing and pawing of thirty-two hoofs 
The TV antenna was no match for their horns 
And look at our roof with hoof-prints adorned 

 
As I drew in my head and bumped it on the sash 
Down the cold chimney fell Santa – KER-RASH! 
“Dear” Santa had come from the roof in a wreck, 

And tracked soot on the carpet. (I could have wrung his short neck!) 
Spotting my face, good old Santa could see 

I had no Christmas spirit you'd have to agree. 
 

He spoke not a word but went straight to his work 
And filled all the stockings. (I felt like a jerk) 

Here was Santa who'd brought us such gladness and joy, 
When I'd been too busy for even one toy. 

He spied my research on the table all spread 
“A genealogist!” He cried! (My face went all red!) 

 
“Tonight I've met many like you”, Santa said 

As he pulled from his sack a genealogy book to be read. 
“I know what it is like – this genealogy bug,” 
He said as he gave me a great Santa Hug 

Now off you go to your bed for a rest 
I'll clean up this house from this genealogy mess” 

 
As I climbed up the stairs full of gladness and glee 

I looked back at Santa who had brought much to me 
While settling in bed I heard Santa's clear voice 

To his team he announced we have much to rejoice 
And I heard him exclaim as he flew out of sight 

“Family History is Fun! Merry Christmas! Goodnight!” 
 

From the Dunedin Family History Group December Newsletter. Submitted by Marie Perham 

 


