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COMING EVENTS (subject to change and confirmation closer to the event) 

01 Apr : Evening Meeting - Ann Urwin: Organising Family Reunions 
15 Apr : Morning Meeting - Sue Green: NZSG and the goodies they have to offer us. 
29 Apr : Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members’ Research. 

06 May : Evening Meeting - Sue Green - NZSG Councillor/Otaki Chair - A Wealth of Knowledge 
20 May : Morning Meeting - John Martin - History Researcher ? 
27 May : Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members’ Research. 

03 Jun : Evening Meeting - Linda Cocks or show & tell (QBD weekend) 
17 Jun : Morning Meeting - Jan Walker workshop for HERITAGE 
24 Jun : Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members’ Research. 

01 Jul : Evening Meeting - Jan Walker workshop for HERITAGE. 
15 Jul : Morning Meeting - Show and Tell. 
29 Jul : Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members’ Research. 

05 Aug : Evening Meeting - Paul Alpe - computers. 
19 Aug : Morning Meeting - Janice Price - Research in UK. 
26 Aug : Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8;30pm for Members’ Research. 

02 Sep : Evening Meeting - Pen Brown - Scottish Research. 
16 Sep : Morning Meeting - Gerry Eady - UK Research. 
30 Sep : Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members’ Research. 

07 Oct : Evening Meeting - Ian Fyfe - Switzerland. 
21 Oct : Morning Meeting - Bart Russell - World War 2. 
28 Oct : Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members’ Research. 

04 Nov : Evening Meeting - AGM Georgina Beyer MP. 
18 Nov : Morning Meeting - William Clark - How to do Research. 
25 Nov : Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members’ Research. 

02 Dec : Evening Meeting -  Party Time! 

 

UNPAID MEMBERSHIPS ARE OVERDUE 

APRIL 29 IS OUR FINAL CUT OFF DATE! 
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AWARDS - William Clark and Gerry Eady 

At our March evening meeting William Clark was presented  with an NZSG 10 year service award. 
Bill has been and still is on the committee and has helped consistently over the last 10 years. 
Amongst other things, he has maintained and cleaned our many microfiche readers, a lot of which 
have been donated and saved from the scrap heap, and he has built our new library with its state-of-
the-art doors. Lily Baker, an NZSG councillor, came down from Hastings to present Bill with a badge 
and certificate.  

Gerry Eady was also presented with his 10 year badge and certificate by our convenor Sandra Greig 
at the March morning meeting. Gerry has also been on the committee for years and was the editor.  

In recognition of their service, they have both been issued with life membership to our branch. 

JUNE IS HERITAGE MONTH - This Year the Subject is Genealogy! 

 The committee have applied for a stall at the Queensgate mall, cost $400 + GST per day, and 
are awaiting funding proposal from the heritage trust.  

 The committee have applied to have a computer shop let us have teaching lessons of genealogy 
internet at lunchtimes.  

 Our Group will be having a stall at Golders in Upper Hutt every Saturday in June 1:30-4:00pm. 
Cost to enter cottage $3:00.  

 Sandra is going to be guest speaker at several Probus groups in June. 

SPEAKERS REVIEW - Mike Guest - What is available at the Family History Centre 

The Family History Catalogue - this is the first catalogue we should look through to find out what is 
available through the FHC. Simply enter the name into their computer database of your county 
and/or village for listings of church records, census records, parish records, bishops' transcripts, 
court records and much more for many, many different countries.  By checking and comparing 
different areas, you can find what is missing from the FHC's database. 

Philimore's Atlas is an essential tool for finding parishes. It is filled with parish maps from the 1800s 
and is fully indexed. It is also important to find a map that is as close as possible to the date you are 
researching as boundaries did change. It is also best to get the most up-to date copy of this atlas 
that you can lay your hands on. Studying these maps gives you a good picture of the area. Mike 
informed me the latest edition is available imminently.  

The Bishops Returns are the returns done by vicars and the Bishops Transcripts are an annual copy 
of the vicars' returns which were copied and sent off once a year. It is beneficial to look at both as 
the information offered is not always the same. 

Mike works at the Family History Centre in Totara Park and assures us he is not a Morman and has 
never in the 11 years he has worked there as a volunteer and as a researcher been bothered by 
them. 

Each FHC have their own resources. The Upper Hutt FHC has an excellent collection of old 
ordinance survey maps, some very detailed of London plus others covering the rest of England. It is 
worth checking out other FHCs in New Zealand near your area of interest. For example if you are 
researching Otago you will find an excellent collection of Scottish resources at the Dunedin FHC. 

Hours of opening at the Upper Hutt FHC 

10am -2pm and 6-9pm Wednesdays & Thursdays 
8:30am -12:30pm Saturdays 

28 Turon Crescent, Totara Park. Phone (04)526-4259 

Finally, and most importantly, Mike emphasised the point that we must write down where we get our 
information from.  Following is Mike's tagline: 

Family History Without Sources Is Mythology!
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SPEAKERS REVIEW - Ruth Wilton - Scrapbooking 

Ruth Wilton came and spoke to 55 members, including 1 new paid up, 3 daughters of one member 
and several visitors.  

Ruth takes classes and showed us special albums to save precious photos in, which are $80 each. 
You can buy refills. She has special temp plate shapes to cut out photos, and coloured card to set 
out pages and special pens to write who is in the photos. (all good genealogist know to pencil names 
on the back of all photos). After showing all her wares she invited members forward and everyone 
stood and had lessons. Many took the opportunity to enrol for her classes and some made 
purchases and then EVERY one agreed it was a very interesting subject and were pleased they 
attended. 

(submitted by Sandra Greig) 

SPEAKER'S REVIEW - Harry Hume - Family History Research in Ireland 

For those who made it out to Porirua to hear Harry Hume, there was plenty to take in as Harry 
covered a lot in a very short time. 

He talked of how Ireland was divided into approximately 62,000 'townlands' which go back 1,500 
years; Some of the names are repeated and 25% begin with the word 'bally' (town). Twenty to 40 of 
these townlands are grouped into parishes and these parishes are grouped into the 32 counties. 

 There are also Baronies which are admin areas or districts under the poor law unions based on the 
nearest big town. Griffith's evaluation is based on Baronies. 

Harry stressed the importance of getting maps from the same era that one is researching. I heard 
many groans as he was going through his list of problems with trying to pinpoint exactly where  
townland boundaries were. In one case a river which was a boundary, had been straightened. 
Uncooperation with the English also meant that they were misinformed as to which river or stone wall 
was a boundary and a lot of early maps were not always accurate. 

However the 1851 and the 1901 census have survived and there is only a 50 year embargo on 
census material (England has 100 year). One can also order birth, death and marriage certificates 
via the internet. 

On the whole, those who attended Harry's talk were encouraged to persist with their Irish research 
as the information is there. It is just a matter of finding it! 

Following are some of his recommended web-sites: 

www.gensocireland 

www.nli.ie 

www.nationalarchives.ie 

www.gro.ie 

www.nireland.com/genealogy/births_marriages_and deaths.html 

www.proni.nics.gov.uk 

www.antrimhistory.net 

www.irishroots.net 

also nalil search in Google 

MURPHIES 

Did you know that after the potato was introduced rather suspiciously into Ireland, the population of 
Ireland very quickly doubled? Before that, the Irish lived mostly on oatmeal and fish. Harry Hume 
seems to think the potato is an aphrodisiac. Of course we all know that the dreaded blight which 
caused the potato famine had the opposite effect - of reducing the population drastically!  

Genealogy is like potato salad - When you share it with others, it's a picnic!
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LETTERS FROM THE FRONT: WORLD WAR ONE by Suzanne Sutton-Cummings 

France May 20-17 
Dear Mother 
A few lins [sic] while I have the time: I  forgot to mention those photos before I came away, if you send me half 
of them, it will be plenty, that will leave one or two for Stan: 

We are having grand weather now, plenty warm enough: 

Has Winnie heard anymore about Dick. Let me know as soon as you get anything definite: 

Did you get those books alright, I was rushed for time and had to get someone at the club to post them: I got a 
big surprise with Jim, he has grown as big fine chap; it is hoped they leave him where he is; 

Nellie is a bad little thing, you should give her the cold shoulder if she still keeps coming home, don’t forget to 
tell Jim; I didn’t get in to see Mrs Raine before I came away, an I promised.  next time you see her (?), tell them I 
was pinched for time, in fact I forgot about it. 

What was the matter Elsie did not turn up when I was home, must have known she wasn’t wanted. I am waiting 
to see what she has to say, it will be pretty rough, I’ll bet;  

Well I have very little news this time, just the same here, So will ring off. 

Your loving Son 

Enoch 

France  
May 30th [1917] 

Dear Stan 

I am writing these few lins [sic] and it is just as I promised you know what I mean; Well I am feeling (tip top) just 
now and having nothing to grumble about: you can keep your eyes open in the meantime and don’t forget to 
look after mother; Winnie wrote and said Dick is missing, but I only hope he is alright: 

Old Joe is still going strong and wants to be remembered, also Willie;  You will excuse this writing as I am half 
boozed. We have just been having a good time; Well it is only a short note but you will understand it alright, so 
will close down; Trusting you are well as it leaves me A.1: 

Your loving brother 
Enoch 

France 
15/6/17. 
Dear Mrs Sutton 

With deepest regret I pen you a few lines to let you know of your sons (my best pals) death at Messines on the 
7

th
 inst [June] 

It was early in the battle about 4am that he was shot through the brain by a sniper and was killed instantly. 

He was a great favourite of the boys and all join me in sympathising with you your loss, but he dies as a soldier, 
bravely, having done his duty 

I lived with him in New Zealand and will enclose address of the lady who is in charge of his personal belongings 
in case you haven’t got it. I will write to her if you wish and ask her to send them to you. 

Trusting this finds you in the best of health. I remain Yours sincerely 

C.N. McDowell   

[This appears to be Charles Norman McDowell who was killed 4 months later. His parents lived in Australia]  

These are 3 of the 8 the letters held by my family of correspondence regarding my great Uncle 
Enoch. Three he wrote to his mother and the last one he wrote to his brother Stan, The next one was 
written by Liet. M.S. Galloway informing his mother of his death and the last 3 by his friends. 

Enoch was the eldest of 6 children and lost his father when he was only 14 years old. His family lived 
in a haunted house rent free for while because they could not afford to live anywhere else. It was at 
this point that they decided that there was nothing left for mother in the UK and so they emigrated to 
New Zealand.  
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Enoch was the second of his family to arrive in New Zealand in 1914 at the age of 21. He lived in 
Eketahuna where a couple of independent sources have confirmed that he worked hard as a farmer 
on various farms wherever help was needed. His death certificate says that he was a grocer's 
assistant and lived in Alfredton. He joined the NZ Army as soon as the War started. 

May 1917 appears to be when he saw his family in Haughten Le Skern, Darlington, for the first time 
in over 3 years. His older sister, Winnie had married Richard O'Hern, who had disappeared. His next 
brother Stan, joined the NZ Army in 1916 and survived.  

It is also interesting to note how his mother was bothered by seemingly petty problems. She seemed 
unaware of what life was like for her sons surrounded by death and deprived of sleep by the cold and 
the constant noise. Perhaps it was the fault of the 'powers the be' not allowing their men to tell it like 
it really was. In an earlier letter he mentions all mail being stopped for a while. 

Rumour has it that Enoch, who was in the artillery, was not killed by a sniper, but was blown to 
pieces along with the rest of his unit. Very few of these men died instantly but it gave comfort to 
grieving mothers and widows to be told that their son or husband did not suffer when he died. 

LEST WE FORGET – by Suzanne Sutton-Cummings 

Bart Russell is the oldest son of Winnie, who had remarried after the First World War. Bart joined the 
Army at 15 years of age in 1935 and continued on after the War. The Army had become his family.  

He arrived in New Zealand on the SS Atlantis on Feb 4, 1948 looking for more adventure and to try 
his hand at mining. The first person to greet him on the wharf in Wellington was the then Prime 
Minister, Peter Fraser. He married a fellow Brit and had 3 children. Over the years he has written 
down many of his war memoirs and when he tells these stories, he has his audience captivated.  

On ANZAC day he is up early, putting on his suit and pinning on all his medals. Now in his early 
eighties, he stands there with pride with the few other surviving veterans of WW2 and Viet Nam. 
These veterans are his very good friends. His family is there too, including his grandchildren. He 
remembers with sadness all those who have gone, many in their prime of life.  

LEST HE REMEMBERED – by Suzanne Sutton-Cummings 

Bill Bowman would get up late on ANZAC day and he did not turn on the TV until the morning's 
parades were over.  

On the 2nd of May 1940, at the age of 23, when his ship, 'the Empress of Japan' left Wellington for 
Capetown, he was drunk. His parents went to see him off and could not see him anywhere. It was 
his last opportunity to see his father who died before he returned. He never touched alcohol again.  

A fine looking and very bright man, he was one of two Europeans attached to the Maori Battalion 
where he was an armourer, gunsmith.  

In 1941, he was stationed in Egypt where he befriended a local boy and learnt to speak fluent Arabic. 
There he also met the Gurkhas for whom he had the greatest of respect. They could sneak into 
camp and then tap the guard on the shoulder giving him the fright of his life. Once while lying on his 
stomach listening and looking out for Germans, he heard a voice behind him in the dark whisper 
'Hello Kiwi!' and then the Gurkha removed the deadly knife that he had somehow had poised under 
his throat without him even being aware of it. The Gurkha had felt the little button on his collar and by 
that knew he was Kiwi. 

He was reported missing in Crete where he was, in fact, hidden for 3 months deep in the caves while 
the island was swarming with Germans and was fed in secret by the locals whenever possible. 

Bill was issued with a certificate of discharge from active service, due to a pre-war accident to his left 
foot aggravated by marching. This was in July 1944, 3 months after he had married and 5 months 
after returning to Wellington. The foot which could have prevented him from joining was now his way 
out on the Army. 

It took him many years to settle down again. He moved many times, had many jobs and postings 
before he finally settled into post War life. His War records have a 'notification of death' from the 
department of internal affairs to say when and where he died in 1985. 

It's hard to be humble with ancestors like mine! 
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WEB SITES 

UK National Archives - First World War Campaign Medal Index Cards (WO 372) 

http://www.documentsonline.pro.gov.uk 

The Public Records Office - now known as the National Archives - are pleased to announce that 
during 2004 the First World War Campaign Medal Index Cards (WO 372), which will let you find out 
the medal entitlement of your ancestors, will be made available.  

Comprising almost 5.5 million officers and soldiers, men and women, who served in the Army and 
Royal Flying Corps during the Great War, this is essentially the most complete list of those who 
served in the Great War. 

The cards will be loaded alphabetically, and will be made available throughout 2004 as follows: 

Letters Available from 
A-B January 2004 
C-E March 2004 
F-J May 2004 
K-O July 2004 
P-S September 2004 
T-Z November 2004 

Women's cards and Mentioned in Despatched will also be made available in November 2004. 

You can also search PCC wills from 1384 to 1858, on this site and there are 31 for New Zealand, the 
earliest being for 1839. 

from the Canterbury Branch Newsletter March 2004 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission. 

http://www.cwgc.org 

You have probably seen this site mentioned many times. It appears to have been upgraded recently 
with photos of the various cemeteries mentioned and maps as well as descriptions of how to get to 
them. It is also interesting to browse through the cemeteries records and see how many were killed 
on a bad day! 

The information about the War dead is only as good as the information provided by the family of the 
deceased (if indeed the forms were filled in and returned) and subject to the interpretation of the 
receiver. For example the entry for my great Uncle Enoch states he was the son of Enoch and Jane 
Sutton of Normandale, New Zealand. His mother migrated to NZ in 1921 but his father never left 
England.... Ed. 

National Archives Australia 

www.ww2roll.gov.au 

This site contains the nominal roll of more than a million men and women who served at home and 
abroad during WW2. The site contains basic biographical details of each person. Further details are 
listed on the original paper records now maintained in the archived repository in Canberra and copies 
are available at a modest cost. 

GETTING HOLD OF NEW ZEALAND WAR RECORDS 

The personnel Archives of the Defence Force allow one enquiry for information about an individual 
service person, in a 12 month period free of charge. The period is 1 July to 30 June. If one makes 
more than one enquiry in the 12 month period, there is an additional charge of $28.00 per additional 
service person. (This is not to stop other members applying for records on your behalf). Requests by 
ex-service members for a copy of their personal file will be provided at no charge.  
The address to write to is:  
 Personnel Archives 
 New Zealand Defence Force 
 Private Bag 
 Upper Hutt 
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Proof that you are related to this war veteran also has to be supplied. However they don't seem to be 
too fussy. I did not have documents to prove how Bill was related but sent a copy of his discharge 
certificate which seemed to suffice along with copies of certificates I did have. 

Information on these records include: full name, height, weight, religion, date of birth, enlistment 
date, trade on enlistment, next of kin, eye and hair colour, distinguishing marks and where they were 
and when, promotions, medals issued and when and where they died.   

OTHER INFORMATION ON WAR DEAD AND WAR VETERANS 

Probate Papers 
Most family trees have at least one son who did not return from War. The National Archives and 
various courts throughout New Zealand have the probate papers for those who died - many of whom 
did not write a will. Most of these probate papers will have the parents and/or spouse of the War 
dead and others might also list their surviving siblings.  

The National Archives Wellington 
In the reading room there are two cabinets which hold cards containing information regarding the 
graves of the War dead from the Maori Wars, WW1 & 2, Viet Nam and various other skirmishes 
where New Zealanders have died. There is also information on post-War veterans who have been 
interred in RSA sites around New Zealand. The cards also have information written on the back - 
such as information regarding when the person was interred, the state of the grave and perhaps also 
who is buried with them. 

Non-war Grave [IAW3065/1-6] 
As mentioned last month, this index was discontinued about 10 years ago. This is an alphabetical 
card index of ex-servicemen that includes the following information: 

 service no  unit  next of kin 

 highest rank obtained  burial details  

 name  decorations  

Not all men who were veterans of the World Wars are in this index, only those who are interred in 
RSA sites in New Zealand.  

War Graves [IA W1834] 
An index of every New Zealand Serviceman who was killed or died in active service during the 2nd 
World War (and a few from other Wars). Each card records the following details: 

 service no  birthdate  grave location 

 rank  religion  age at death 

 name  cause of death  work carried out 

 unit  country  next of kin 

 birthplace  cemetery  

I found it very difficult to find anyone I wanted to find amongst these cards as they are arranged in 
order of cemetery. Also the fact that the cards are able to be removed has meant some are a bit out 
of order. However it is worth persisting with these cards as they contain more detail than the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission website.  

Historical War Grave [IA 76/166-18] 
These cards are for imperial soldiers who fought in the New Zealand wars and died in New Zealand. 
They are in alphabetical order and are very interesting to read. The back of the card has information 
about the grave such as its condition and who is buried with the soldier. 

CAUSES DEATH DURING WARS 

It is interesting to note the causes of death listing the casualties of the first and second World War. 
For the majority of the men the cause of death was 'killed in action'. Other causes of death included 
'died of wounds,' 'died of disease' and 'drowned at sea.' However there were also a lot of accidental 
deaths such as died of injuries (accd. bomb exploded), accidentally killed (run over by a motor lorry/ 
railway accident/ discharge of rifle). The one cause of death no one wants to see on their relative's 
death certificate is 'killed'. This indicates the soldier may have been shot in front of a firing squad! 

My family tree must have been used for firewood! 
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RECOMMENDED READING 

 New Zealand Expeditionary force 1914-1918, (also on microfiche at various libraries) 

The publication consists of: 

1. 4 volumes of enlistment rolls, published 1914-1918. Information provided is as follows: 
regimental number, rank, full name, body or reinforcement draft, unit or regiment, single or 
married, last New Zealand address, name and address of next of kin and their relationship. 

In volume one the names of those enlisted are arranged alphabetically. Volumes 2-4 are numeric, by 
roll number. A nominal index for each volume provides the roll and page number for each name 
listed. 

2. The roll of the New Zealanders who enlisted in the Australian Infantry Force 1918. An 
alphabetical listing, by surname. It contains full name, unit and next-of-kin. Note: a second listing 
is mentioned in Bagnel's New Zealand Bibliography. 

3. NZEF Roll of Honour Great War 1914-1918 published WAG Skinner Wellington Printer 1924 
This volume is divided into 3 sections 

 Killed in action or died from wounds inflicted accident occurring or disease contracted while 
in active service, 

 Died after discharge from the NZEF from wounds inflicted or disease contracted while on 
active service, 

 Died from accident occurring, or disease contracted while training with or attached to the 
NZEF in New Zealand. 

 I have also seen a similar book for World War 2 also listing men's occupations upon enlistment. 

There are plenty of books in the Public Libraries which list the War dead. There is a series of books 
printed in the 1920s on the various regiments from around New Zealand. Most of them have 
appendices with a Nominal roll of Honour listing those killed in action, of disease, war wounds or 
accidents as well as medals issued. Some have photos of the officers and other notable persons. 
You never know who you might see staring out at you from the pages! 

WHAT'S IN THE BRANCH LIBRARY? 

 3 volumes of clippings from The Last Post.  

 The New Zealand Wars Volumes 1 & 2 

 Ordinance Maps - we have our very own collection under the country/county of interest. 

FINAL NOTE FOR THE MONTH 
Any contributions to the newsletters for May need to be received by the editor by the next committee 
meeting/research evening which is Thursday 29 April. Next month I will look at the subject of 
immigration schemes and shipping records.  

EPITAPH 

Maggie -  A 1940s Army Mule in France 

In memory of  
MAGGIE 

who in her prime kicked  
Two colonels, 
Four majors, 
Ten captains, 
Twenty-four lieutenants, 
Forty-two sergeants, 
Four hundred and thirty-two other ranks 
AND 

One Mills Bomb. 

My problems are all relative. 
 


