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Hutt Valley Branch of the New Zealand      
Society of Genealogists 

News & Views 
November 2018        Issue 372 

 

Armistice Day: The 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month was the moment when 
hostilities ceased on the Western Front in 1918, following the signing of an armistice. 

 

Evening Meeting: 7.30pm 2nd Thursday, February to December   
                Doors Open: 7pm                

Day Meeting:      10.00am 3rd Thursday, February to November  
                Doors Open: 9.30am 

Venue:    Petone Library, Meeting Room, 7-11 Britannia Street 

Postal Address:    PO Box 31-024, Lower Hutt 5040 
Website:   www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz  
Convenor:   Helene Philpott bhdk.philpott@gmail.com 
Secretary:   Anne Martin HuttValley@genealogy.org.nz    
Editor:   Helene Philpott bhdk.philpott@gmail.com 
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All members are welcome to contribute to the 
News & Views. 
Members Interests; Family History stories; ’How 
to tips’, Interesting websites; Sharing 
Information 
The first weekend of each month is the deadline 
for the next month’s issue.  
Email to Helene Philpott bhdk.philpott@gmail.com  

 
      

 
 
Branch Meeting Programme November & December: 
 
Thursday 8 November Evening Meeting: Christine Edney: Private 
Edward Cunliffe, the 1918 Influenza Epidemic, Featherston Camp and 
Cemetery 
 
 Thursday 15 November Morning Meeting: Christine Edney: Private 
Edward Cunliffe, the 1918 Influenza Epidemic, Featherston Camp and 
Cemetery, followed by morning tea. 
 
Thursday 13 December Evening Meeting: Christmas meeting followed by 
Supper; There will be a Christmas Raffle. 
 
      

   
 

Heritage Centre Volunteers Available At 
Petone Library  

1st Sunday 1 -3pm and the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays10 -12noon 
of each Month  

On duty for:   November: 
 Wednesday 21 November: Ian Fyfe & Philippa Woolf 
 December: No Duties 

 
For those new to genealogy and/or who want help knocking down those brick walls, 
this is an excellent time and place to have our experts help you. Our helpers can show 
you what is available in the library and how to go about finding what you are looking 
for. 
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2019 Morning Meetings: The branch urgently needs someone to regularly 
assist with the coordination of the morning meetings and occasionally take 
over the role of Convenor if needed. Contact: Helene Philpott, Convenor,    
Ph 586 4513; Email bhdk.philpott@gmail.com  

Heritage Library Volunteers 2019: Jennifer Flynn will be the coordinator 
for the roster from next year. If you would like a change of day, or you are 
no longer able to be a volunteer please advise Jennifer Ph 589 0544 as soon 
as possible.  

 

Thank you to Lynly Yates, Dawn Chambers, Terry Stock 
and Alistair Hardy for their contributions at the October 
Meetings.  

 

     

 
 
NZSG Greater Wellington  
Scottish Interest Group: 
24 November 2018  
1.30-3.30pm  

 
Tawa Union Church Hall (Redwood Club) 83 Redwood Ave, Tawa, 
Wellington 
Research Day and talk by Associate Prof Nikki Hessell of VUW on Maori 
translations of Burns. 
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Tales from Wainuiomata's Past Volume 
2 includes newly published stories 
about WW2 Radar and the station at 
Turakirae Head, the Wainuiomata 
Home Guard, Somes Bush Guides and 
The Rise and Fall of the Wainuiomata 
Licensing Trust.  

There are also items from past Museum 
newsletters including research into the 
meaning of Wainuiomata as a name and 
the history behind the maternity 
hospital that never eventuated.  

 

 

 

A listing of the articles in both volumes is available online along with a 
publications order form and payment details under the Publications link at 
www.nzpictures.co.nz/wainuimuseum.htm. Price $20 for one volume or 
$40 for both. 
     

Heritage et AL 

Unique Collections and resources from Auckland Libraries research centres 
and heritage collections. 

Commemorating - "Influenza 100"  

http://heritageetal.blogspot.com/2018/10/commemorating-influenza-
100.html  

By Seonaid Harvey Lewis - October 03, 2018  
After four years of the most horrific warfare the modern world has ever 
known, the First World War's end was in sight. More than 10 million 
soldiers were killed and around the same amount of civilians. Of the 
number killed, 18,000 New Zealanders had been lost on the battlefields and 
at sea. In a population of just over a million people, the loss of 18,000 
meant that no family was left untouched. 
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There was a feeling of anticipation tempered with feelings of loss, for our 
people returning home. A cruel twist of fate meant that any celebration was 
curtailed, as influenza swept through the world killing upwards of 50 
million people, more than the war itself. 
 
In a couple of short months approximately 9000 (over 2000 are known to 
be Māori) New Zealanders succumbed to the influenza and the associated 
secondary infections. 
 
Auckland was badly hit with a death rate of 7.5 per 1000 people, making an 
approximate total of 1128 Pakeha and 35 Māori. 
 
Waikumete Cemetery was the main burial ground in Auckland for influenza 
victims, with 465 people so far, who have been confirmed to have been 
buried there. 
 
Family history website Ancestry's Jason Reeve has been working with 
Professor Geoffrey Rice, the author of Black November, and research 
groups such as Discover Waikumete, to research and collate the names of 
the people who died in the pandemic. The research is ongoing, and the list 
currently has 5500 names and when completed the list will be available 
free for people to access on Ancestry. 
 
 
Ancestry’s list of the 5500 names of people has also been provided for the 
Auckland Libraries website. The list is in pdf format, and can be 
downloaded from this blog, and can also be searched. Some entries do 
not yet have first names, and there may be the inevitable transcription 
errors. 
 
Did you have a relative who died in the pandemic who is not on the list? Let 
us know! Any errors or additions and alterations can be emailed to us at 
arc@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz with Correction Pandemic in the subject 
line. 
References 
Black November by Professor Geoffrey Rice 
Discover Waikumete website 
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New Zealand WW100 

https://ww100.govt.nz/armistice-events  

 

Armistice Centenary National 
Ceremony Pukeahu National War 
Memorial Park, Buckle St, Mt Cook, 
Wellington Sunday 11 November 
2018, 10:45am  

 

 

Lower Hutt 100th Armistice Day 
Commemoration  

The Service is timed to commence with a 
two-minute silence at 11am on Sunday the 
11th of November 2018 at the Lower Hutt 
Cenotaph adjacent to the Lower Hutt 
Memorial Library  

 

 

 

Dedication and Gifting of Featherston 
Camp Sculpture: 3.45pm 10 November 
2018, Town Square, Featherston, 
Wairarapa.  
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In our Library - October 2018:  

Go beyond 1837: 
Pam Ross has some nifty tips to find 
ancestors before the start of civil registration 

Trace Huguenot Roots:  
Kathy Chater explains how to discover your 
family's connection to French Protestant 
refugees 

Getting Started Part 3: Visiting Archives 
Chris Paton finishes his beginner's guide with 
advice on finding offline resources 

Trick or Feat? 
As Halloween approaches, Julie Peakman sorts the facts from the myths in 
the spooky world of Victorian spiritualism 

Plus: 
The best websites for researching the Merchant Navy; a new website for 
connecting with other family historians; the lives of ancestors who 
worked as cooks, and much more... 
 
     

The National Library of New Zealand, Te Puna 

Mātauranga o Aotearoa, Molesworth Street, 

Wellington, will be trialling summer hours from 1 December 2018 to            

2 March 2019. 

From Saturday 1 December the Reading Rooms on the first floor will be 
closed on Saturdays during this period.   

The building will remain open 9am - 1pm on Saturdays to allow visitors 
and tourists to see the exhibitions and other public programmes, and 
experience the magic of the award winning He Tohu exhibition. 

Home café, the net.work space and the retail store will also remain open on 
Saturdays from 9am - 1pm. Monday to Friday services will remain the same 
and are not affected by the summer hours. 
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6 Genealogy Questions to Ask Your Relatives Before it’s Too 
Late:  

1. “What research have you done?” 

Piggy-backing off someone else’s research can save you tons of time. Even if 
your ancestor’s information isn’t totally accurate, you can use it as a 
springboard. I researched my mother’s family back five generations before 
my mom suggested asking her brother what information he had. As it 
turned out, he and his cousins had documented all the same ancestors—
plus another few generations. Reviewing his research helped validate mine, 
and provided a framework for future research. 

2. “Who’s in this photo?” 

Photos bring so much life to our research, but you won’t get much out of 
them if you don’t know who’s who. Have your relative identify the subjects 
in a photo, rather than trying to piece it together yourself later. This will 
save you tremendous time—and perhaps bring back some treasured 
memories for your relative. 

3. “What surnames do you know?” 

If you’ve done genealogy long enough, you’ll know how quickly you can find 
yourself researching the wrong family line. Collect the surnames (especially 
maiden names) your ancestor believes to be part of her family, and file 
them away for further research. These can serve as valuable clues as you 
take your ancestry in time. Also ask for preferred spelling, since you’ll find 
many variations in records. 

4. “What was living through [event] like?” 

History is collective, but it’s also personal—and records will only paint 
some of the picture. Ask about the major events your relative lived through, 
and you might be surprised by the kinds of answers you’ll receive. My 
friend’s grandfather, for example, told me how many of his classmates 
struggled for necessities like food and clothing during the Great 
Depression. According to him, though, his family was spared many of the 
hardships because his grandparents grew their own food. I could have 
potentially put those pieces together using records like census returns. But 
hearing about life during the Great Depression from someone who 
experienced it first-hand added a whole new depth to my research. 



9 
 

5. “Can you take a look at this family tree?” 

If you’ve already prepared some research, bring it along. Have your relative 
check it over to see if it aligns with what she knows. It’s always possible 
that your relative misremembers some information (or was flat-out lied to 
by other family members). But having another set of eyes on your family 
tree can provide extra validation and perhaps take your research in a new 
direction. 

6. “Where have you lived?” 

Few data are as useful as where your ancestor lived. Knowing this 
information opens the door for finding several kinds of place-based 
records: censuses, land records, city directories, school and parish records, 
etc. Researching your ancestor’s hometown also makes finding vital 
records somewhat easier, as you can determine when vital registration 
began in the area. 

Source: October Porirua Newsletter (Andrew Koch Family Tree Magazine) 

     

 

Information about oldfriends.co.nz  
https://natlib.govt.nz/publishers-and-authors/web-harvesting/oldfriends 

The National Library has undertaken a project to archive the website 
oldfriends.co.nz. The objective of the project  to have a copy of the publicly 
available information from oldfriends.co.nz, including the photographs, 
available for browsing online as part of the New Zealand Web Archive. 

Update: September 2018: The indexing of oldfriends.co.nz is complete, 
but there is further work to be done on the OpenWayback viewer before 
we can make Old Friends available. The good news is the Internet Archive 
has also harvested Old Friends. The link below will take you to a 2015 copy 
of oldfriends.co.nz, which has the Old Friends homepage. You can navigate 
through the pages from there or find earlier copies.   

The later dates tend to show the 'Old Friends has now closed' page. 

Oldfriends.co.nz on the Internet Archive  


