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All members are welcome to contribute to the 
News & Views.
Members Interests; Family History stories; 
’How to tips’, Interesting websites; Sharing 
Information
The first weekend of each month is the 
deadline for the next month’s issue. 

Email to Helene Philpott bhdk.philpott@gmail.com 

Branch Meeting Programme for February & March 2017 

Thursday 9 February: Evening Meeting: Jan Bonnett: Tracing Living 
Relatives. Jan is a Genealogist who works for the Public Trust, finding 
relatives of people who die without leaving a will. 

Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM): 
At the beginning of our first branch evening meeting on Thursday 9 
February we will be holding a brief EGM
Charities Services requires branches, which are separate entities but use 
NZSG rules as their own rules, to file their changed rules with Charities 
Services. 
The motion: “That Hutt Valley Branch adopts as its own rules, the rules of the
New Zealand Society of Genealogists Incorporated registered on 21 June 
2016." 

Thursday 16 February: Morning Meeting: Clark Stiles, Hutt City 
Libraries. Bellevue Gardens from its inception in the 1840’s to its demise in 
the 1920’s. 

Thursday 9 March Evening: Meeting: Emerson Vandy, National Library 
Papers Past

Thursday 16 March: Morning Meeting: NZSG Website, You Tube 
presentations, what is available? 

mailto:bhdk.philpott@gmail.com


Heritage Centre Volunteers Available At
Petone Library 10am -12pm

On duty for: February & March 
 Wednesday 1 February: Diane Stinson& Susan Wilson 
 Saturday 4 February: Jennifer Flynn & Terry Stock
 Wednesday 15 February: Ian Fyfe & Philippa Woolf
 Wednesday 1 March: Cheryl Dreaver & Avril Roberts
 Saturday 4 March: Janet Ketchell & Helene Philpott
 Wednesday 15 March: Marie Perham & Bob Vine 

For those new to genealogy and/or who want help knocking down those 
brick walls, this is an excellent time and place to have our experts help you. 
Our helpers can show you what is available in the library and how to go 
about finding what you are looking for.

Petone Heritage Library Volunteers

We are looking for more volunteers for duty at the Petone Heritage Library 
on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday mornings of the month or the 1st Saturday 
morning of the month from February to November.

At present there are vacancies for 2 people on both Saturday 1 April and 
Saturday 7 October.

Some volunteers may also wish to change the days they do duty.

If you are not able to volunteer regularly perhaps you would be prepared to
be an ‘Emergency’ volunteer when someone is on holiday or sick.

The duties consist of assisting people with their genealogy queries and if
there are no visitors then you are able to do your own research.  

If you are able to assist in any way: please contact Diane Stinson.



Visit to Te Papa: Expressions of Interest

We were unable to visit the Gallipoli Exhibition at Te Papa last year because
of flooding in their building.

This is just a preliminary notice to find out whether there would be any 
interest in my organising another visit.

No date is planned at this stage but the visit would be on a Thursday 
morning.

If you are interested, please add your name to the list that will be circulated 
at both the evening and morning meetings, or phone me.

Diane Stinson

What’s on at your Local Branches?

Kilbirnie:
Wednesday 1 March –Irish Soldiers Discharged from the Imperial Military 
Forces in Early Colonial New Zealand – Brad & Kathryn Patterson 
Wednesday 15 March- Irish Research Day
Time/Venue: 10am The Park Bowling Club, Kilbirnie Crescent, Kilbirnie

Kapiti:
Tuesday 28 February - Chatham Island Genealogy and History – Bill Carter
Time/Venue: 7pm Kapiti Community Centre, 15 Ngahina St, Paraparaumu.

Wellington:
Wednesday 22 February - The Suffrage Project – Stephanie Lash, Curator of 
He Tohu
Time/Venue: 6pm Connolly Hall, Guildford Tce, Thorndon
 (Please Note Change of Time)

Porirua:
Wednesday 8 March – Quiz Night & Short Talk
 Time/Venue: 7.30pm Helen Smith Community Meeting Room, Pataka
Cnr Norrie & Parumoana Streets, Porirua



Do You Recognise Anyone in These Photographs?

Photographer – Muir Moodie, Balcutha .Email: Helene Philpott 
bhdk.philpott @gmail.com

This photograph, taken by Tesla Studios, Whanganui, was found in Nelson. 
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Whanganui Hospital archives project leader Ailsa Stewart, believes based 
on the uniforms this would be dated around the 1930s or early 40s. 
Please email ailsa.stewart@xtra.co.nz or christie.king@wdhb.org.nz.

NZSG CDs/DVDs Available at Petone Library Heritage Centre:
 Indexes’ and Extracts of Births, Deaths and Marriages 1851-1891 

published in the Lyttleton Times (2012)
 Passenger Lists – Victoria Australia Outwards to New Zealand  1852-

1923 (2009)
 New Zealand Marriages 1836-1956 Version2 (2006)
 A Return of the Freeholders of New Zealand October 1882 (2010)
 Discharged in New Zealand Soldiers of the Imperial Foot Regiments 

who took their discharge in New Zealand 1840-1870 (2011)
 New Zealand Cemetery Records, Waikato, King Country and Taupo
 New Zealand Burial Locator Version2 (2008)
  New Zealand WW1 Service Personnel and Reserves Index (2005)
 New Zealand Early Settlers Locator, Census, Electoral Rolls, Burgess 

Rolls, Jury Lists  (2011)
 Early Wellington Settlers (2007)
 NZSG Index Version 5 (2008)
 New Zealand Combined Electoral Rolls, 1881, 1893, 1896 (2010
 New Zealand 1911 Electoral Roll (2010)
  The Jim Pearce Index Obituaries reported in the Evening Post 1929-

1977 (2010)

These are all in the drawer in the Heritage Centre and available to 
everyone to use on the Library Computers.

Please ask the Library Staff for assistance if a branch volunteer is not 
available.

NZSG Balclutha Branch Cemetery Database: Cemeteries in the Clutha 
District. 
Clinton and Purekireki, these cemeteries are available to search. 
Also it includes photographs of headstones

http://www.balcluthagenealogy.org.nz/ 
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Maureen Goodwin Loose Ends: Can you help?

HILLIARD Richard - London

Trying to find death records of my Great Grandparents.

Richard born St Sepulchre, London, Middlesex 1854, his parents were 
James HILLIARD and Jane BANCKS.  Richard married 12/10/1878 St James 
Clerkenwell, London to Mary Ann VICARS who was born 16/8/1856 
Newbury Berkshire. Her parents were Silas VICARS and Jane MURPHY .  

Note: sometimes Mary Ann called herself Ellen.  Mary Ann’s birth was 
registered as Mary Rebecca.  

Silas and his two children by Jane were recorded in the 1871 census as 
living in the Wantage Union Workhouse, Berkshire.  Silas died aged 89 in 
1881 in the Workhouse.

They had four children:  Ellen b 1880 d1923;  Henry b 1883 d 1884; 
Richard Arthur b1884 d1970  (my grandfather);  Alice Emily b 1885 
d 1886.

Richard was recorded in the 1891 census at 19 Clarence Street, London 
(Clarence Street renamed Burgh St), my grandfather Richard Arthur is 
listed as age 6 – no record of Mary Ann (Ellen).

Note: Letter to my grandfather from uncle in London dated 11/11/1910 
says “Father is writing to you today” so Richard Hilliard must have been still
alive in Nov 1910.

My grandfather was living in London with an uncle when he is was 8 and 
his sister Ellen aged 12 was in a charity school in Kensington that was 1891
London census.  Where were the parents???

COLEMAN Edward – County Kildare Ireland 

I am trying to find records in Ireland of his birth, siblings and likely 
living relatives.  

ALSO, my grandmother Elizabeth COLEMAN birth in New Zealand.



Great grandfather Edward COLEMAN born County Kildare c. 1839 died 
10/1/1915, Milton NZ.   Edward’s parents from marriage certificate Patrick 
COLEMAN and Elizabeth BURNS.

Edward married Johanna HOGAN 1/9/1872 in Milton.  Johanna died 
11/5/1922.  They had six children.  Edward b. 1873, James b. 1877, Patrick 
b. 1879, Mary b. 1881, Ellen b. 1887 and Elizabeth (my grandmother) 
between 1883 and 1888?? – can’t find her birth or baptism certificate.   

Their address was Brooklands, Milton, Otago, New Zealand sometimes 
called Tokomariro, Otago, New Zealand

Email Maureen Goodwin maureengoodwin001@gmail.com 

50th Jubilee 2017

Maungaraki School (incorporating the old Puketiro & Otonga Schools) will 
be having its 50th Jubilee celebration on 1st to 4th September 2017.

 The weekend will be filled with fun events, with something for everyone!

http://www.maungaraki.school.nz/Site/Jubilee_2017.ashx
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Marianne Allen Tasker, nee 
Manchester 1852 - 1911.
Domestic Servant, Feminist, 
Community Leader, Trade Unionist.

She married John Tasker in 1874 
and had 7 Children. 

They were my Great
Grandparents and their youngest 
daughter Kate Louise was my 
Grandmother 

Helene Philpott

Marianne’s Election on to the Mt 
Cook School, Committee, Wellington 1895

Evening Post, Volume XLIX, Issue 93, 20 April 1895 Page 2
The annual election of School Committees takes place on Monday evening 
at 8 o'clock. Mrs. Tasker has been nominated for a seat on the Mount Cook 
School Committee.

Evening Post, Volume LXIX, Issue 95, 23 April 1895 Page 2
 Householder’s in the Mount Cook School district distinguished themselves 
last night by the election of a woman, Mrs. M. A. Tasker, to a seat on the 
School Committee. 
When, however, the now Committee met after the householders' meeting, 
Mr. James Robertson challenged the right of the lady to sit on the 
Committee, on the ground that she was a married woman, living with her 
husband. Mrs. Tasker, who took the objection in a very matter-of-fact way, 
assumed she would be given an opportunity of being heard. 
So long as it was fair and above board she was satisfied. At the same time 
she felt confident that she was within her rights. 
The Chairman explained that the objection was merely raised in order to 
have the question of the right of women to sit on committees tested. It was 
then resolved, on the motion of Mr. Robertson, seconded by Mr. Henry 
Roberts, that the Secretary be instructed to approach the Education Board, 
and ascertain if Mrs. Tasker, a married woman living with her husband, is a 
legally qualified member, of the School Committee



Evening Post, Volume XLIX, Issue 100, 29 April 1895 Page 2
  The protest against the return of Mrs. Tasker to the Mount Cook School 
Committee has been referred by the Chairman of the Board of Education to 
the Board's solicitors, and upon their opinion being received the matter will
be considered by the Board. 

Evening Post, Volume XLIX, Issue 117, 18 May 1895 Page 2
 Yesterday afternoon we received a letter from Mrs. Tasker relating to her 
disputed seat on the Mount Cook School Committee, and complaining that 
although the validity of the election was still in dispute the Committee were
ignoring her and giving her no notice of its meetings. 
The letter would have appeared in due course in fact, it was absolutely in 
type when we found that Mrs. Tasker had forwarded a copy to another 
journal. 
We only receive letters on implied honourable understanding that they are 
addressed exclusively to us.
 We invariably refuse to publish letters copies of which have been sent to 
any other journal. 
We do not therefore, publish Mrs. Tasker's communication. 
We may say, however, that if the Committee is acting in the way Mrs. Tasker 
complains of, it is acting wrongly and illegally. 
Mrs. Tasker is entitled to act as a member and to enjoy all the privileges of 
the position until the Education Board shall decide otherwise

Evening Post, Volume XLIX, Issue 124, 28 May 1895 Page 2
The much-discussed question of the legality or otherwise of the election of 
Mrs. Tasker upon the Mount Cook School Committee is to be considered by 
the Education Board at its meeting to-morrow.

Evening Post, Volume XLIX, Issue 125, 29 May 1895 Page 3
Mrs. Tasker’s Case: Her Election Declared Valid. 
There was a long discussion at the Education Board's meeting to-day 
regarding the protest of the Mount Cook School Committee against the 
election of Mrs. Tasker by the householders as a member of the Committee. 
The Chairman (Mr. J. E. Blair) having explained the circumstances of the 
case, said the whole question was whether Mrs. Tasker was or was not a 
householder. 
An opinion had been obtained from the Board's Solicitors (Messrs. 
Brandon, Hislop, & Brandon) who pointed out that under section 2 of the 
Act of 1891 a person to be a householder must 



(1) Reside in a dwelling house within the school district, and 

(2) Be either owner or tenant thereof."

Mrs. Tasker claimed to have been tenant of the home at the time of the 
election. To constitute her a tenant as alleged there must then have been an 
agreement or deed in writing signed by the parties by which a rent was 
reserved from Mrs. Tasker to Mr. Tasker, and it must have been intended by 
the parties that the agreement was really to operate. 
If the Board was satisfied that there was such an agreement in existence at 
the time of the election, it might hold that Mrs. Tasker was a householder, 
and her election valid. 
The Rev. Mr. Paterson enquired whether Mrs. Tasker's name appeared on 
the burgess roll. The Chairman replied in the negative, and proceeded to 
read a letter from Mr. J Tasker to the effect that the lease referred to was 
between himself and Mrs. Tasker  and was in writing, rent being payable 
monthly at the rate of 28 Pound per annum. Four months' rent had been 
paid. 
The term of lease was six months from the 1st January 1895, with the 
understanding that unless the property was disposed of the lease would be 
extended for a like or longer period.
 Mrs. Tasker paid the rent out of her private funds. The position, Mr. Blair 
said, was that Mrs. Tasker rented the house from her husband, and had paid
him rent. He had received the memorandum of agreement between Mrs. 
Tasker and her husband, and also the rent-book showing the payment of 
four months’ rent. 
The Board's solicitors had been consulted with regard to these documents, 
and stated that if the Board was satisfied that the agreement was entered 
into three, months before the election, and that it was one really meant to 
take effect, and that Mrs. Tasker was really the tenant of the house, then she
was eligible. 
If the agreement was entered into simply with a view to giving her a vote, 
and it was not actually meant to render Mrs. Tasker liable as a tenant, and 
to give her the use of the house and make her the responsible party in 
connection therewith, then the Board would be entitled to consider it 
merely as a blind, and not, in fact, meant to have any effect in law. 
Mr. Buchanan moved "That in the opinion of this Board, Mrs. Tasker is not 
legally elected a member of the Mount Cook School Committee." There was 
nothing before the Board to show why these exceptional relations had been
entered into between Mr. and Mrs. Tasker in regard to the lease, and in the 



absence of any explanation he must assume that the lease was entered into 
with the view of qualifying Mrs. Tasker for election upon the Committee. 
The Rev. Mr. Patterson said that even supposing the agreement had been 
entered into in order to qualify Mrs. Tasker to sit on the Committee, it 
surely did not invalidate the agreement. Mr. Buchanan did not doubt the 
bona fide of this agreement; but it seemed clear to him from the solicitor's 
opinion that if, in the opinion of the 'Board, the agreement was entered into
for the purpose of qualifying a person to sit on a committee, and then it was
not a lease in law. 
Mr. Bradey said it was no doubt very unusual for a wife to pay her husband 
rent. Mr. Buchanan’s motion lapsed for want of a seconder.
 Mr. J Fitzherbert then moved that the election of Mrs. Tasker be considered 
valid. Dr. Newman seconded the motion. The papers laid on the table made 
it perfectly clear that the election was valid. Mr. McCardle said Mr. and Mrs. 
Tasker appeared to him to have complied, with the Act, and the Board's 
duty was plain. Dr. Newman 'said, the Act said nothing about intention." 
Mrs. Tasker was a genuine householder and she was entitled to her 
privileges.
Mr. Bradey said he felt sure if Mrs. Tasker was declared elected her husband
would get no more rent. The Chairman said the Board was no doubt in 
dilemma. The case raised the whole question of whether women were 
entitled to serve on school committees. The motion was then put and 
carried without dissent. 

Evening Post, Volume XLIX, Issue 126, 30 May 1895 Page 2
 Without enquiring too closely into the somewhat peculiar domestic 
arrangement by which Mrs. Tasker has become her husband's tenant and so
qualified as a householder, we may say that we are very glad she has 
succeeded in establishing her claim to a seat on the Mount Cook School 
Committee. 
We think that the presence of intelligent women is eminently desirable on 
such bodies as School Committees, and we should like to see more of them 
occupying such, positions. It would not be at all an undesirable innovation 
to have a few women sitting on the Education Boards, or on University 
Councils, or even in the Senate of the New Zealand University, provided, of 
course, that the right sort of educated women were chosen to fill such 
positions.
 Mrs. Tasker will, no doubt prove to be a very useful member of the Mount 
Cook' School Committee, but her case can scarcely be accepted as 
establishing a precedent by which other married women may attain to like 
positions. Probably in only a few cases would husbands care to efface 
themselves so that; their wives might become the head of the household, 



and it is not a desirable condition of the law that such an inversion of 
ordinary domestic arrangements should be demanded of husbands in order
to qualify wives to sit on School Committees? 

We would, therefore, strongly urge the necessity for a redefinition of the 
term "householder" under the School Committees Election Act, so that it 
should include amongst those qualified to vote or be elected not only every 
head of a household in the district irrespective of sex, as' is the case at 
present, but also the parents (male and female) of all children attending the
school. 

The wives and mothers are quite as much entitled to a voice in School 
Committee matters as the husbands and fathers, and no harm could arise 
from giving a qualification to both. Certainly a wife and mother are likely to 
be as well qualified, to say the least of it, to vote for or sit upon a School 
Committee, as an old maid or a childless widow. 
It should not be necessary for a husband to become his wife's lodger, and to 
abandon his own vote and rights, in order to qualify and endow his better 
half to take part in School Committee affairs.

Ref:https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers 

5 Golden Rules of Genealogy:

Leave no stone unturned, unless it is a headstone.

Handwriting legibility is inversely proportional to a document’s 
importance.

The further away a cemetery or library, the more awkward the opening 
hours will be.

The relative you most need to talk with is the one whose funeral you are 
currently attending.

Wherever you find two or more siblings there also will you find two more 
surname spellings.

Hawkes Bay Twig Newsletter

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers


NZSG Conference 2017

Celebrating 50 Years of the New Zealand Society of
Genealogists 1967 - 2017

Alexandra Park, Greenlane West, Auckland 

Queen’s Birthday Weekend 2-5 June 2017 

The conference is excited to be hosting four international presenters:

Ian Waller FSG, FGRA, AGRA. Ian has 30 years’ experience in English 
research and related topics. He is a well-known presenter and author of 
genealogical resource books.

Diane Southard, formerly a molecular genealogist, now a DNA specialist 
and consultant who will explain the vagaries of DNA testing and the results.

Dick Eastman has been involved in genealogy for more than thirty years 
and is known to many through his global newsletter and his expertise in 
genealogical computing.

Judy Russell CG, CGL. Judy is a legal genealogist who understands a wide 
variety of issues including the interplay between genealogy and the law.

There will also be a great line up of New Zealand presenters to keep you 
entertained and informed all weekend.

There will also be a genealogy related exhibition hall.

Come and enjoy a weekend of comradeship with fellow genealogists from 
around New Zealand and beyond.

https://www.genealogy.org.nz/2017-Conference_1571.aspx 

For more information and a registration form

https://www.genealogy.org.nz/2017-Conference_1571.aspx


New Books in the Library:

Half a World Away Eastbourne in Wartime 
1899-1928 
Author: Julia Stuart
This is a story of three decades, two wars and 
one community whose families were separated
by military conflict during the early twentieth 
century. While its focus is the Eastern Bays of 
Wellington Harbour, the story is typical of all 
small New Zealand communities whose sons 
and daughters served in the Boar War or World
War 1.   Drawing on national collections, it 

provides a moving, revealing and colourful account of a momentous time in 
New Zealand’s History.

New Zealand Railwaymen at War 1914-18 
Author: Barry O'Donnell (ED)

Part 1: a brief history of the impact WWI had on 
New Zealand Railways and its staff. Part 2: the 
story behind the erection of the flagpole at Petone
Railway Station. Part 3: Anzac Day Petone 1916. 
Part 4: story of the 5th NZ Light Railway 
Operating Company at Ypres, Belgium. Part 5: list 
of NZR staff killed during the war. Part 6: 
Obituaries for some of the fallen. 
Neill Atkinson: Chief historian and Manager of 

Heritage Content at the Ministry of Culture and Heritage; Barry O’Donnell, 
Executive Officer Rail Heritage Trust; Gerald Davidson, member of the 
Petone Community Board; Paul Napier, NZ Army and Military Historian.
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