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Evening Meeting: 7.30pm 2nd Thursday, February to DecemberDay Meeting: 10.00am 3rd Thursday, February to NovemberVenue: Petone Community Centre, 7-11 Britannia StreetPostal Address: PO Box 31-024, Lower Hutt 5040Website: www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz     Convenor: Anita West Secretary: Anne Martin HuttValley@genealogy.org.nz   Editor: Helene Philpott bhdk.philpott@gmail.com
Evening Meeting: Doors open 7pm. Notices begin 7.30pm. Speakers begin about 8pm (approx. 1 hour).
Day Meeting: Doors open 9.30am. Notices begin 10am. Speaker begins about 10.30am (approx. 1 hour). Please note the library does not open until 10am.
Members are welcome to contribute to the New & Views, genealogy research, family history stories, ’how to tips’, interesting websites, or information sharing. The first weekend of each month is the deadline for the next month’s issue. Email to Helene Philpott bhdk.philpott@gmail.com 
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Branch Meeting Programme for February & March

11 February Evening Meeting:Family Search Desk at the National LibraryJenny Martin will talk about the services provided by the volunteers at the Family Search desk at the National Library, including how to order films. 
18 February Day Meeting – Unlock the Past Cruises Genealogy Day Please Note: There will be no February day meeting to allow members to attend the genealogy day being run by Unlock the Past Cruises – more information on Page 4 of this newsletter.
10 March Evening Meeting: – Which genealogy programme for me?This is a participation evening, to talk about and demonstrate the features (good and bad) of that they use, as a lead-in to the branch’s research dayGenealogy software has changed beyond recognition in recent years, with all sorts of bells and whistles. Come along and learn about many of the smart (and not so smart) features now available, to not only record the facts but bring them to life.
More volunteers welcome to speak about their programmes (about 10-15 
minutes each), or just contribute comments on the night. 
 – contact Graeme McVerry (graememcv@gmail.com)

17 March Morning Meeting - Family Search Desk at the National LibraryJenny Martin will repeat her talk about the services provided by the volunteers at the Family Search desk at the National Library. 
Ideas for the rest of the year’s programme welcome, particularly if  
you can provide contact details for a speaker on your topic of 
interest. 

We are hoping to move to more practical “how to” sessions, so let the 
committee know what you would like to learn about, or any special 
skills that you would like to pass on to fellow genealogists.

2

mailto:graememcv@gmail.com


 

Heritage Centre Volunteers Available At
Petone Library 10am -12pm

On duty for:  February, March & April 
• Wednesday  17 February: Deb Beban & Lois Bartlett
• Wednesday 2 March: Diane Stinson & Susan Wilson
• Saturday 5 March: Dawn Chambers & Lynly Yates
• Wednesday  16 March: Ian Fyfe & Philippa Woolfe
• Saturday 2 April: Janet Ketchell & 
• Wednesday 6 April: Cheryl Dreaver & Avril Roberts
• Wednesday 20 April: Marie Perham & Bob Vine 

For those new to genealogy and/or who want help knocking down those brick walls, this is an excellent time and place to have our experts help you. Our helpers can show you what is available in the library and how to go about finding what you are looking for.

Congratulations to the Winners 

of the Christmas Goodies Raffle

1st Prize: Sheila Clegg;  

 2nd Prize: Lynly Yates

Advance Notice:

Research Day 2016; How can we help you?

Saturday 30 April 10am to 2pm
Heritage Centre, Petone Public Library,
7 – 11 Britannia St, Petone
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Down under:  2016 Genealogy Seminar Tour 

Another Unlock the Past seminar with visiting 
experts Judy Russell & Paul Blake 

Auckland - Wellington - Christchurch - Dunedin - 
Sydney - Melbourne - Perth - Brisbane 

Wellington: - Thursday 18 February 2016 Judy Russell and Paul Blake are leading international genealogists and presenters. They are featured presenters on the 10th Unlock the Past history and genealogy cruise in February-March 2016. This seminar is one of a series in eight cities around New Zealand and Australia. * four main presentations by Judy Russell and Paul Blake * other supporting presentations by local and sponsoring partners * an exhibition — including sales from seminar supporters and sponsors * special offers and hundreds of dollars’ worth of prizes 
When:  Thursday 18 February 2016, 10am - 4.15pm 
Where:  Matairangi room, ASB Sports Centre, 72 Kemp Street, Kilbirnie, Wellington 
Cost:  NZ$30 full day, NZ$20 half day - payable on entry on the day - cash only (whilst payment is made on entry it is important to book in advance – see website) Full Details and bookings at www.unlockthepast.com.au/Wellington or +61 8 8395 7476 
Wellington program10.00am registration, exhibition, sales 10.25am welcome and seminar introduction10.30am ABCs of DNA - Judy Russell11.15am break and exhibition11.45am No vitals? No problem! Building a family through circumstantial 
evidence - Judy Russell12.30pm seminar sponsor presentation1.00pm lunch break and exhibition2.10pm prize draw 2.15pm local partner promos
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 2.30pm London genealogy: or the metropolitan nightmare - Paul Blake3.15pm break and exhibition3.30pm Origins of your Irish ancestors - Paul Blake4.15pm close
Judy Russell - The Legal Genealogist (US). Judy is an American genealogist with a law degree.  She writes, teaches and lectures on a wide variety of genealogical topics, ranging from using court records in family history to understanding DNA testing.  A native of the American west with roots deep in the American south on her mother’s side and entirely in Germany on her father’s side, she is a member of the Association of Professional Genealogists, the National Genealogical Society (U.S.) and numerous state and regional genealogical societies.  She has attended numerous genealogy training programs including the National Institute on Genealogical Research (NIGR) at the U.S. National Archives in Washington, D.C., and was a Walter Lee Sheppard Jr. prize-winner in Advanced Methodology and Evidence Analysis at the Institute of Genealogy & Historical Research (IGHR) at Samford University in Alabama.  Now on the faculty of IGHR as well as the Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy (SLIG) and the Genealogical Research Institute of Pittsburgh (GRIP), she is a member of the Board of Trustees of the Board for Certification of Genealogists (BCG), from which she holds credentials as a Certified Genealogist and Certified Genealogical Lecturer.  She has written for the National Genealogical Society Quarterly, the National Genealogical Society Magazine and BCG’s On-board newsletter.
Paul Blake (England): Paul is a full-time researcher, lecturer and writer, with over 20 years’ experience. He holds the Diploma in Genealogy from the Institute of Heraldic & Genealogical Studies.  Based in London, England he specialises in London and military ancestry but has wide general expertise and is therefore available for commissions for all England and Wales.  He is a regular visitor to The [British] National Archives and the several London record offices.  He is joint author of two books, and expects to have several more published with Unlock the Past by early 2016.  Paul lectures widely on a variety of genealogy and related subjects in England, North America and elsewhere overseas, and on cruise ships.  Paul has served on many committees.  He is a past chairman, of the Society of Genealogists Executive Committee and of its Lectures Committee.  He was vice-chairman of the Executive Committee of the Federation of Family History Societies, and it’s Director of Publicity.  He serves on The National Archives Online Advisory Board and on the Regular Users Committees of TNA and the Family Records Centre.  Paul is President of the East Surrey FHS and a Fellow of the Society of Genealogists.
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Twenty Quiz Questions with Answers & Comments - 
from the December 2015 Meeting

Compiled by Suzanne Sutton-Cummings1. What was the name given to the place in Petone where the first European settlers landed? Britannia.2. Hutt (village/city) was named after…?  The Hutt River.
The Hutt (Heretaunga) river was named after Sir William Hutt, a British MP, who 
never came to New Zealand.3. What is the name of the New Zealand Company’s first chartered expeditionary ship and in what year did it arrive in New Zealand? The Tory in 1839.
The Tory arrived in Port Nicholson on the 20th of September 1839 and land purchase  
agreement was signed between the Maori and the New Zealand Company a week 
later on the 27th. The New Zealand electronic text collection has a copy of an article  
written in the New Zealand Railways Magazine in 1940 which talks about the 
voyage of the Tory, the birth of Wellington and Colonial Wakefield’s preliminary  
arrangements for the settlement of the city.  It also has a list of the items used to  
purchase Wellington. 
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/tei-Gov15_03Rail-t1-body-d9.html 4. What are the names of the first four immigrant ships to Wellington and which two months in 1840 did they arrive? Aurora, Oriental, Duke of Roxburgh and the Bengal Merchant. January and February.
They arrived between 22 Jan (Wellington Anniversary) and 28 February 1840  
followed closely by the Adelaide, the Glenbervie and the Tory which all arrived on  
the 7th of March 1840.

5. When did the old age pension become law in New Zealand?  What were the requirements to get the full amount of £18 per annum? Old age pensions Act became law on 1 November 1898.  A world first, the act gave a small means-tested pension of no more than £18 per annum to elderly people with few assets who were:
• 65 years old – proof required 
• of good moral character
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• British citizens
• annual income of £34 or less
• property value at no more than £50 to receive the full amount
• Lived in New Zealand for the previous 25 years
• If not British subjects needed to have been naturalised at least 5 years ago

Chinese were specifically excluded. It was one of the major achievements of Richard  
Seddon’s Liberal Government.  Maori were at the discretion of the magistrates as it  
was often impossible to prove their age. It was also possible to get a portion of the  
£18. Even for the Pākehā population, the initial impact of the legislation was limited.  
In 1901, three years after the law was passed, only 37.5% of the people estimated to 
be eligible for it were collecting an old-age pension. 
http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/old-age-pensions-act-passes-into-law 6. In what year was ‘’Black November’’ in New Zealand and why was it called Black November?  1918.  The deadly influenza swept through the whole country killing thousands of mostly fit people in New Zealand, made worse by the Armistice Day celebrations. It peaked in November 1918.
See book “Black November” by Geoffrey Rice.7. When was civil registration required for births, deaths and marriages in New Zealand for Europeans? For Maori? BD&Ms for non-Maori since 1847.  For Maori – marriages since 1911, births & deaths since 1913

8. What cause of death in New Zealand was so common in the 19th century that it was known as ‘’The New Zealand disease’’ or the ‘’New Zealand death’’? Drowning.
9. In what year in New Zealand did Maori first get to vote in the elections? The first New Zealand general elections elections in 1853. 

Qualifications
1) Male
2) At least 21 years old
3) Owners of land worth at least £50, or payers of a certain amount in yearly  

rent (£10 for farmland or a city house or £5 for a rural house)
4) Not serving a criminal sentence for treason, for a felony, or for another  

serious offence

Most Maori owned communal land and did not qualify to vote – some say this  
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qualification was deliberate.  Only about 100 voted, mostly Maori chiefs, out of a  
total of possible 5849 Maori voters. The elections were held at different dates in  
each electorate over a period of about 2 ½ months.
http://www.elections.org.nz/m%C4%81ori-and-vote 10. Current privacy legislation limits publishing details, regarding the dates of births, deaths & marriages. What is the cut-off date for access to births, deaths and marriages on the Historic BDM site? Births - 100 years, marriages – 80 years; stillbirths – 50 years; deaths – occurred at least 50 years ago or the deceased date of birth was at least 80 years ago.

11. In what year did parish registers commence in England and Wales? 1538.
A mandate of 5 September 1538 by Thomas Cromwell (Keeper of the Privy Seal)  
required each parish to keep a record of baptisms, marriages and burials in that  
parish. Only about 800 original registers survive.12. Between 1754 and 1837 all marriages in England and Wales had to be in a registered Church of England Church except for …? Jews & Quakers
Lord Hardwick’s Marriage Act of 1754 stated that with the exception of Jews and  
Quakers, all marriages had to be in a licenced Church of England church. As Roman 
Catholics would not do that, their marriages had to be in secret – hence the reason a  
lot cannot be found! Methodists and Non-Conformists were not exempt either.13. What are Bishops’ transcripts? Copies of parish register entries sent to the Diocesan Bishop annually.

14. When was the first census in England and Wales taken and how often was it to be taken? 1801. Every ten years.
15. All UK censuses were held in late March or early April of the census year. Which were the first two censuses that did not hold censuses around this time of the year? 1841 (early June) & 1941 (no census because of WW2).

16. What is the illness ‘’lock’’ also known as?  Syphilis
Patients were kept in locked wards to stop the spread of disease and/or because as  
syphilis progresses it attacks the brain and makes the patient go mad. Also called:  
bad blood, French pox, great pox, Lues disease.
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 17. What is the cause of death ‘’consumption’’ in today’s terms? Tuberculosis. 
18. What do you call a person given the responsibility of administering a person’s will? Executrix (female) or Executor (male) - not an executioner!

19. What is (or was) a cotter? An agricultural labourer living in a land owner’s farm cottage.
Also known as a Cottager or Cottier.20. What is the name of the place where 12 million immigrants into America entered between 1892 and 1954?  Ellis Island, New York
- Thanks to Suzanne for a very entertaining quiz.

What’s On at Your Local Branches?

Kilbirnie:Wednesday 2 March – Tracing Heirs for the Public Trust, Jan BonnettTime/Venue: 10am The Park Bowling Club, Kilbirnie Crescent, Kilbirnie
Kapiti:Tuesday 23 February – Digital NZ for Genealogists, Thomasin SleighTime/Venue: 7pm Kapiti Community Centre, 15 Ngahina St, Paraparaumu.
Wellington:Wednesday 24 February – An Introduction to Genetic Genealogy, Patrick CordueTime/Venue: 5.30pm Connolly Hall, Guildford Tce, Thorndon 
Porirua:Wednesday 10 February – Introduction to the Family Section of the Porirua 
Library, Sylvia Carlyle Time/Venue: 7.30pm Helen Smith Community Meeting Room, PatakaCnr Norrie & Parumoana Sts, Porirua
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Onward - Portraits of the New Zealand Expeditionary Forces  With  the  completion  of  Onward  -  Portraits  of  the  New  Zealand  Expeditionary Force Volumes 1, 2 and 3 - compilation of photographs for the fourth volume is well  underway.  If any of your ancestors served with the NZEF during the First World War, and you have portraits of them, The  Onward Project would love to hear from you.  Our FAQ page gives details of how you can help.It is our intention to publish  Volume Four in 2017, a year which will mark the centenary of the Battles of Messines and Passchendaele - both of which came at huge cost to New Zealand lives.http://www.fairdinkumbooks.com/
Latest additions to Papers Past (December 2015)

• Aotearoa : he Nupepa ma nga Tangata Maori (1892)  
• Aotearoa, or the Maori Recorder (1861-1862)  
• Cromwell Argus (1869-1920)  
• Dunstan Times (1866-1948)  
• Kopara (1913-1921)  
• Lake County Mail (1947-1948)  
• Lake County Press (1872-1928)  
• Lake Wakatip Mail (1921-1947)  
• Maori Record : a journal devoted to the advancement of the Maori people   (1904-1907)
• Mt Benger Mail (1921-1941)  
• Pipiwharauroa (1898-1913)  
• Press (1936-1945)  
• Star (1918-1920)  
• Toa Takitini (1921-1932)  
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War Memorials Project http://warmemorialswgtn.weebly.com/ The Wellington War Memorials Project is researching the stories of 100 men listed as "killed" during the First World War on five Wellington war memorials.The memorials are located in Roseneath, Aro Valley, Brooklyn, Newlandsand Makara. Research is also being done on names on Memorial Gates in Johnsonville.Once the pilot phase (100 names) has been completed the project will extend to research the other men listed on the same memorials, and may then move on to other selected memorials around Wellington (of which there are a great many).The project is being conducted under the auspices of the Wellington Branch of the New Zealand Society of Genealogists. Most of the members of the Project Team are Members of the Branch and others are welcome to join them. If you are interested in doing so contact the Project Leader, Barbara Mulligan, on warmemorialswgtn@gmail.comWe endeavour to ensure that the information on this website, all of which is based on publicly available records, is accurate and true. Family members and relatives of the memorialised men may have additional information or records about these men and we invite you to contact us to amend or add to the respective entry.The Project is registered with New Zealand WW100 (www.ww100.govt.nz).
Royal Mail http://500years.royalmailgroup.com/ 2016 commemorates 500 years since Henry VIII knighted Brian Tuke, the first Master of the Posts, in 1516.As you would expect from any institution that has been around for 500 years, there are a number of significant dates in our history. The knighting of Brian Tuke was the catalyst for the creation of the Royal Mail we know today. Tuke had the influence and authority to establish key post towns across the country and build out a formal postal network.To celebrate, Royal Mail has worked in close partnership with its heritage partner, the British Postal Museum & Archive (BPMA),  http://www.postalheritage.org.uk to create an online gallery of 500 objects, people and events - telling the story not only of the postal service but also of our contribution to social and political development over the last 500 years.
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Websites:http://dominiongeordiesinww1.co.uk/ Recovering lost legacies of emigrant North Easterners serving in Dominion Forces 1914 – 1918.Can you help research the lives of ‘Geordies’ who joined up in the land forces of Australia, New Zealand, Newfoundland, and Canada?http://registers.nli.ie  Catholic Parish register at NLIThis website contains images from the NLI’s collection of Catholic parish register microfilms. The registers contain records of baptisms and marriages from the majority of Catholic parishes in Ireland and Northern Ireland up to 1880.www.bdm.vic.gov.au  Online searches of BDM indexes for Victoria Australia are now FREE.Historical indexes of births, baptisms, marriages, burials and deaths dating back to 1836. Births: to 1914; Marriages: to 1942; Deaths: to 1988. Historical certificates are available as instantly downloadable PDF images or mailed hard copy certificates. Cost: $NZ 24. 
- Kapiti Branch Newsletter January 2016

Rally the RelliesI'm organising a couple more Rally the Rellies outings at Karori Cemetery, on Monday 8 February & Sunday 14 February, both at 1.30pm.  I could also offer the same combination of times later in the month i.e. Monday 22nd & Sunday 28th @ 1.30pm.If anyone in the Hutt Branch is interested all they have to do is send the name and date of death of their relative they believe or know is at Karori Cemetery to me at wgtnbranch@gmail.com, and I will locate the plot and then guide the group to each of them. At each site the life of the person interred is recounted by their descendant. The story-telling has proven to be the most interesting part of the event. If they could also indicate their preferred date/s for the outing, that would be great.
- Barbara Mulligan, Convenor Wellington Branch
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Aratoi - Wairarapa Museum of Art and History, 11 Bruce St, Masterton.
An exhibition about Featherston Military Training Camp in the Wairarapa tells a story that is of national importance.  An estimated 60,000 men trained at the camp between 1916 and 1918 – a majority of the roughly 100,000 New Zealanders who served overseas during World War One. It was the largest training camp in Australasia. The camp was a living embodiment of the New Zealand military establishment, charged with turning raw recruits into real soldiers. To that end camp authorities had the heavy responsibility of not only putting soldiers through a rigorous training regime, but of ensuring that they were cared for physically, mentally and spiritually. Hard lessons had been learned from the organisation of other camps such as Trentham. Keenly aware that the war was going to last much longer than previously thought, the military was eager to show New Zealand that it took the preparation of the nation’s soldiers seriously.  Featherston Camp was a model of military organisation and efficiency, aiming to provide the best possible training for soldiers leaving to fight overseas. Behind the facts, figures and official information lay the soldiers’ tales and experiences.  What was it like to live at Featherston Camp? How did camp life compare to home-life?  What activities made camp life difficult or enjoyable? What became of some of those who passed through Featherston Camp on their way to war?  What is the camp’s legacy and how can we remember it today?  What part did Featherston Military Training Camp play in the life of your/my relative? The exhibition opened on 23 January 2016. 
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Freemasonry Records Revealed for the First Time: A collection of records now available to explore on Ancestry provide details of men that belonged to Masonic Lodges across England, Wales, Ireland, and beyondFreemasons' Hall in London, headquarters of the United Grand Lodge of England.Records of over two million practising Freemasons dating back to the 18th century have been uploaded to http://www.ancestry.co.uk  .  Spanning 1751-1921, the larger of the two datasets names men that belonged to the United Grand Lodge of England (UGLE), which still acts as the governing body for Freemasonry in England, Wales and several countries overseas.The second collection, which covers the period 1733-1923, provides details of Freemasons belonging to Masonic Lodges across the 32 historic counties of Ireland, including those that were attached to British Army Regiments in the country. Searching the records can reveal the date of birth and occupation of a Freemason ancestor, as well as the name and number of the lodge that they belonged to.
- Otaki Branch Newsletter Jan/Feb 2016

Freemasonry in New ZealandFreemasonry has been in New Zealand from very early in our history. The first meeting in New Zealand took place in 1837. The first Lodge in Auckland was established under the Grand Lodge of Ireland in 1843. In October 1842 the first Wellington Lodge was established under the Grand Lodge of England. The New Zealand records start from 1890 because until the Grand Lodge of New Zealand was established in 1890 to overcome common problems, Lodges could be established under the Grand Lodges of England, Ireland or Scotland and their records remain with those lodges in their respective countries. (refer above)The records from 1890 to 1932 were kept in large books.From 1932 a card system was used. These records show when and where a person joined and also when he achieved ranks within the organization. Sometimes birth and death dates might also be included. From the 1970s the records have been computerized and contain more detail. The Library also holds individual; lodge histories and copies of minutes. 
Contact Details Grand Lodge of New Zealand United Grand Lodge of Englandwww.freemasons.co.nz http://www.ugle.org.uksecretary@freemasons.co.nz Library and Museum Enquiresmailto:libmus@ugle.org.uk
Grand Lodge of Scotland Grand Lodge of Irelandwww.grandlodgescotland.com www.irish-freemasons.orgEnquires to Enquires togladmin@grandlodgescotland.org mailto:office@freemasons.ie
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Family Tree Maker Update: 2 February 2016Posted by Kendall Hulet; Senior Vice President, Product Management, Ancestry.comSince our Family Tree Maker announcement last December, we have continued to actively explore ways to develop and support Family Tree Maker and ensure you have choices to preserve your work in ways that matter to you. Today, I am pleased to announce two options for desktop software that will work with Ancestry.
Software MacKiev: Software MacKiev, with whom we have a long-standing relationship, is acquiring the Family Tree Maker software line as publisher for both Mac and Windows versions. Software MacKiev has been the developer of Family Tree Maker for Mac for more than six years and is thrilled at the opportunity to publish future versions of Family Tree Maker for Mac and Windows. This new agreement means you will receive software updates and new versions from Software MacKiev, and have the ability to purchase new versions of Family Tree Maker from Software MacKiev as they are released. You will have continued access to Ancestry Hints, Ancestry searches, and be able to save your tree on Ancestry with Family Tree Maker moving forward.
RootsMagic: We have made an agreement with RootsMagic, a leading genealogy desktop software program publisher, to connect Ancestry with the RootsMagic software by the end of 2016. With this new relationship, RootsMagic can serve as your desktop family tree software, while having access to Ancestry hints, Ancestry searches, and the ability to save your tree on Ancestry.These new agreements will make it possible to preserve your work on Ancestry and Family Tree Maker, and enable future features and benefits to help you discover your family history.  Be assured that Ancestry, in cooperation with 
Software MacKiev and RootsMagic, will continue to support you as you discover  
your family history. For more information 

• Software MacKiev: http://www.mackiev.com/
• RootsMagic: http://www.rootsmagic.com/
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