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Sure she’ll wait and hope and pray, -
For her love in Botany Bay.
It’s so lonely ‘round the fields of Athenry.

g It’s so M’*‘Wﬂdtbﬂ fields of Athenry.

Written by Pete St.John in the 1970°s.

The Fields of Athenry is an Irish folk ballad set during the Great Irish
Famine (1845-1850) about a fictional man named Michael from near
Athenry in County Galway who has been sentenced to transportation
Botany Bay, Australia for stealing food for his starving family.

The lyrics say the convict’s crime is that he “stole Trevelyan’s corn”.

This is a reference to Charles Edward Trevelyan, a senior British civil
servant in the administration of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland in
Dublin Castle.

Click here for video of Paddy Reilly's version of this song


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qpTkOY18Lkg

