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Tillicoultry August 1st, 1856

Dear Brother

I have been expecting a letter from you this sometime back as I thought it 
was your turn in writing. I expected you would have wrote me after Mr. Scot 
arrived with you. I sent one of my Father’s books with him to you and I 
would have sent more if he had been disposed to take them. I send this 
with the bearer Mr. Smith he was superintendent for the gas company 
here…he called the other day and Elizabeth showed him your portrait and 
he said he would know you by me. He said he was intending to call upon 
an old acquaintance in your town and he said that he would call upon you if 
he could find as much time.  I would have wished very much to have sent 
you my daguerreotype but I had not much time to think about it and we 
cannot get it well done unless we were to go to Stirling or some of the large 
towns but perhaps I may find an opportunity sometime yet if we do not 
chance to come ourselves….I am still with the same people yet we got a 
Vinery put up Last year and we have grapes growing in it. This year we 
have likewise a greenhouse and filled with flowering plants.  Mr. Smith has 
been often through our place he is very fond of flowers….the weather is 
very soft at present the crops are looking very well if we had good weather 
to bring them forward. the markets are still keeping very high. Our friends 
are all well as far I know. John was complaining a little with an ill cold but I 
hope he is now keeping better…..Elizabeth is kept very busy at her 
Bonnets, our 2 children are both well. Jeanie is at school and a good 
scholar Jonnie has not been at school yet….I would wish very much you 
would write us soon and let us know how you are all.  I am not going to say 
much more at present hoping this will find you all well as it leaves us.  
Elizabeth joins me with kind respects to you all.  I hope you will excuse my 
bad writing as I have been in a hurry.  I will expect a long letter from you 
next.

No more at present
But remains your
Loving Brother
William Reid



P.S. address 35
Commercial Buildings 
Tillicoultry

Notes:The daguerreotype  process (also called daguerrotypy), introduced 
in 1839, was the first publicly announced photographic process and the first 
to come into widespread use. By the early 1860s, later processes which 
were less expensive and produced more easily viewed images had almost 
entirely replaced it.The distinguishing visual characteristics of a 
daguerrotype are that the image is on a bright (ignoring any areas of 
tarnish) mirror-like surface of metallic silver and it will appear either positive 
or negative depending on the lighting conditions and whether a light or dark 
background is being reflected in the metal. Several types of antique 
images, particularly ambrotypes but sometimes even old prints on paper, 
are commonly misidentified as daguerrotypes, especially if they are in 
small, ornamental cases in which daguerrotypes were usually housed.  The 
name “daguerreotype” correctly refer only to one very distinctive image 
type and medium produced by a specific photographic process that was in 
wide use only from the middle 1840’s to the late 1850’s.
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