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Drumburn June 6th 1853

Dear brother,

I wrote you a letter about 2 weeks since and sent by post and I mentioned 
in it that I would send a letter with Peter Cousin but our wood forester 
brother was coming your way and wished me to write a few lines and send 
it along with him, he is just newly married and his young wife will be with 
him. Joseph Cairns and Peter Cousin would have wished very much to 
have come together but before Peter Cousin thought the berths was all 
taken up but I hear he is looking after another just now, so he will not likely 
he will be far behind. I am beginning to think you will get plenty of visitors 
soon, it may be more than you would wish for. I hope they will not put you 
to much trouble about any of them. In the letter I sent you as I hope you will 
receive it, I wrote a good many things in it particularly about my father and 
mothers illness and death and I mentioned about John and Agnes and, 
their families and about our family. We have 2 a boy and a girl. I likewise 
mentioned that if you thought that I would have a chance to succeed well 
that I might come out and see you all. I would wish very much to see you 
and your family. Your wife wrote a few lines in one of the letters you sent 
my father, we would be very happy if she would take her pen into her hand 
and write a few lines to us in the letter you send us, if not away by this time. 
I very often dream about you and I fancy we are still in Coupsteps and you 
at Cirsten?  (Christian?) Taylors and I seem to wonder through my sleep 
that you do not come to see us and then I fancy that I will set out and see 
you and then I waken and behold it is a dream. If you were to come round 
this quarter now I believe you would find many alterations, great numbers 
of those you were acquainted with are now gone and strangers filling their 
places. Mr Harvey is dead about 2 years since and before he died he was 
put out of his church for being too fire with the remarks of his congregation 
which was partly proven and he was deposed and died I believe of a 
broken heart, his place is now filled with a young minister. He was very 
much respected with his congregation at one time but the best of men are 
liable to fall. Our newspapers has been filled with reports from Australia of 
its gold and gold diggings to all appearances some are making fortunes all 
at once, others again less fortunate are not coming on so well. I believe it is 



all a lottery great number have left this country to try their fortune there this 
country must greatly thinned of its population to what it was, for the 
emigration to foreign parts has been immense. 
When I wrote you last I mentioned that the weather here was very warm 
and dry it still continues so some of the fields are beginning to have a 
brown and withered appearance but I hope rain will soon come and renew 
the face of nature again.
Betty Miller and her husband leave this in a fortnight and they are going to 
pass by your town. I will now very soon draw this letter to a close and I 
hope you get either the one or the other. I should like very well if you would 
get them both. I am happy to say we are all well at present, hoping this will 
find you all sharing the same blessing. Elizabeth joins me with her kind 
respects to your wife and daughters not forgetting your own self. You had 
no sons when you wrote us last but it may be you have got them now. Write 
us particularly about your family and be sure and write us as soon as 
possible if you have not done before you receive this and send your 
direction along with it.
I say no more at present but remains your affectionate brother and family.
William Reid

P.S. Please direct
The letter
Pool of Muckhart
By Stirling
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