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Saline January 24th 1853

My Dear Sir

I received your most welcome letter about the end of last month and was 
happy to hear that you and your family were in good health as this leaves 
us at present. I was up at your brother William's enquiring after your 
friends. He has got married and has 2 of a family. He was very happy to 
hear that you are still in the land of the living for he thought you had been 
long dead as he had wrote to you often and never received any answer. He 
is to write to you soon again. Your sister Helen is dead since they heard 
from you and your Stepmother died in the month of March and your Father 
in November last year. He often spoke about you before his death but 
some time previous he was struck with Palsy and lost all his faculties. If you 
could assure me of gaining a business Peter would come as a forerunner 
and fetch about 100 £s worth of cloth with him and if he was likely to 
succeed the rest of us would very soon follow. You wish to know how many 
of a family I have got. I have 10 alive 5 sons and 5 daughters. I have one 
daughter a dressmaker and she would come out along with her brother.

Now my Dear Sir I am entirely ignorant as to the manners and customs of 
America but I rely entirely upon you whether you think we would succeed or 
not. We have a great desire to come but still we are afraid without you have 
a good influence of getting customers as we have not yet a great deal of 
capital so you will write your mind and we will act accordingly now. You 
must write immediately as we will have to give up the house in time and 
prepare. Your brother William is still gardener in Blairhill where your father 
was and his house is in the Pool of Muckhart.

Now my Dear Sir I will bid you farewell at present. Hoping you will return an 
answer to this immediately.

I am Dear Sir Your Constant Friend

John Cousins
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