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Random Notes on the History of County Mayo

By G. V. MARTYN.

KNOX'S HISTORY ends at the Battle of KinsaIe (1601). Up to 1571 it is an invaluable record of antiquarian research but in his treatment of the Elizabethan wars in Mayo he gives voice to views in which we believe an impartial historian would not concur.
Knox's History was published in 1908. In 1923 appeared Strafford and Ireland by Hugh O'Grady, a book of extraordinary merit in regard to the multiplicity of its references but vitiated by its partisan views. It is because it reviews Bingham's Administration of Connacht and supports Knox that we desire to re-open a subject on which there is much difference of opinion.
O'Grady has a special chapter on Connacht in which he begins by saying: " It had been ruled by Bingham for 12 years with astounding success. Its administration had cost the Central Government not one farthing." Further on he says: "In 1606 the Council referred to its lack of population as one of the causes of defective revenue and there was no land hunger in Connaught."
The Dict. Nat. Biography may be presumed to be fairly impartial, its views being acquired from a host of authorities. It accuses Bingham of "knowing no mercy in Connaught in 1586," of confiscating Bourke Estates and of causing so much dissatisfaction to Government that, notwithstanding his being a persona grata with the Queen, he was recalled in 1587.
Bingham was a capable professional soldier who had rendered such good military service in Flanders that the Queen granted him in 1577 a pension of £350 a year. That he was not indifferent to money is shown by Perrot reporting that he was constantly complaining although drawing £6,000 a year as Governor of Connacht. If, as he says himself, he failed to get more than £3,000 a year, he would appear to have had some grounds for being dissatisfied. \
At page 246 Knox mentions that Bingham's brother, Captain John Bingham, bought in 1586 the Castlebar Estate for 100 Cows-
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say £500. Its extent in the Composition was 7,500 acres of profitable land or say 12,000 acres gross. Captain John also acquired Cloonagashel, of about the same extent and probably on the same terms. Even if Sir Richard Bingham had no personal interest in these transactions he would still be to blame for allowing properties confiscated by the State, to be sold at one-tenth of their real value.
Knox at page 259 writes: "Sir Richard never owned a foot of land in Ireland." Yet he goes on to refer to two transactions which appear to be equivocal, viz. : (1) Lands attached to the Castle of Athlone: O'Grady says the "Manor of Athlone" had been reserved by the Crown " to meet the cost of maintaining the President of Connaught, his court, retinue and clerks." In 1616-17 Lord Wilmot let the Manor lands to local farmers and (according to O'Grady) defrauded the State of £4,000 a year. The extent of profitable land in the barony of Athlone was 60,000 acres in 1585. It cannot be determined how much of this Bingham leased, but Knox says he paid £300 a year as full rent. (2) Abbey of Boyle: In the Composition the area returned to the Abbey is given as 6,500 acres. Bingham paid a rent of £100 a year.	In both these cases, Knox says Bingham acted "in virtue of his official position," but If the rent paid was sufficient there would be no necessity for justifying the transaction on other grounds.
Another. brother of Bingham was Sir George who, though Sheriff of Sligo, leased Ballymote Castle with 5,000 acres of land.
Enough has been said to prove that as regards confiscated estates, Bingham laid himself open to attack from his enemies.
It was, however, on the charges of cruelty and oppression "framed  by English officers and English settlers" that Knox holds him guiltless. "Authentic records of the day," he says "show humanity, uprightness and justice." These are just the qualities possessed by the Lord Deputy, Sir John Perrot, and it would be surprising that if Bingham possessed them too, he should have failed to impress the Bourkes and English settlers in Mayo.

Bingham was recalled in 1595 and so exhausted was Mayo that peace would have resulted there and then but that Red Hugh O'Donnell was still on the warpath. The story of the unworthy artifice by which O'Donnell was kidnapped and imprisoned in Dublin Castle belongs to Irish history. In 1593 he escaped and by 1595 he was very active in his operations against the Queen in Ulster.
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Red Hugh appears to have believed that if he could succeed in getting Connacht to join him he would have a good chance of either driving the English out of Ireland or at least securing terms by which autonomous government would be conceded. Had this been done before the Reformation there are grounds for believing it would have resulted in great benefits to both England and Ireland. Once however that the-question of religion was raised and was used as a justification for confiscations, harmonious relations between the two countries were impossible.
Red Hugh was a capable military leader but not a statesman. His idea of securing the adhesion of Connacht to his cause was compulsion. At the end of 1595 he strode into Mayo and convened a meeting of the chiefs, with a view, apparently, to enabling them to set up a Mac William. Posing as a Conqueror he sat in the centre of the meeting surrounded by his chief men and his troops. Outside the Mayo chiefs and their soldiers were permitted to range themselves. None of the Mayo chiefs was allowed to interview him unless bidden.
Red Hugh relaxed to one extent. He desired to know public opinion and asked the Mayo chiefs their views. The outstanding man in the county at this time was Tibot na Long, but as he was ill-disposed to Red Hugh, it was considered more judicious to select the senior Bourke, William of Shrule.
Red Hugh had evidently selected his own man previously and he would have been wiser if he had announced the fact straight away. Consulting the local chiefs and then ignoring their advice was regarded as a public insult.
Red Hugh's selection was Theobald Bourke of Tyrawley. Theobald's father was Walter Kittagh the eldest but illegitimate son of Sir John Bourke who had been Mac William from 1572 to 1580. In the Composition Walter Kittagh was granted the Castles of Crossmilina, Beleek and Castlereagh and he died in 1591.
His son Theobald had no prospect of becoming a leader in Mayo so long as Tibot na Long was in the way. He might, however, attain that dignity by becoming an ally of Red Hugh, and this having been achieved beforehand, Red Hugh's so-called Election Meeting was really the inauguration of Theobald Bourke as The Mac William.
	Bingham having been removed, Sir Conyers Clifford assumed office as Governor in January 1597. Being a moderate man he soon became popular and the Mayo Bourkes felt they had no longer grounds for opposing Government, so they sued for peace in May.
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This with the fact that Clifford reported that there were 5,000 people famishing and he had great difficulty in feeding his troops is a sufficient refutation of Hugh O'Grady's eulogium of Bingham's
administration. 
Tibet na Long now offered to drive the pseudo-Mac William out of the country provided he got some assistance from the Queen's troops. The moral effect alone of such aid would be great.
Tibet's offer was the source of great pleasure to the Queen's Government, but when the question arose as to his rewards we obtain a sidelight into the real views of the Government.
Tibet put forward his "expectations" rather than conditions. He asked (i) for Castlebar, (ii) for Mac William's lands, and (iii) for the annulment of the Bingham confiscations.
Stephen Gwynn in his History of Ireland defines the policy followed by Elizabeth as " Conquest by private venture to be subsequently taken over by the State." However harsh Bingham may have been, his "conquests" must be regarded as in the interests of the State and allowed to stand. Castlebar moreover was needed as a military fort. As to the rest, Tibot could have "the lands
	of his own sept."
		Knox says as Tibot failed to banish Mac William the agreement fell through; yet in the next sentence he says Mac William fled to Ulster owing to concerted action between Clifford and Tibet
na Long.
In August 1598 Hugh O'Donnell and Tyrone won the Battle of the Yellow Ford, and 12 months later Clifford was defeated at the Pass in the Curlew Mountains. Notwithstanding these reverses, Tibot na Long continued to be a loyal ally of the Queen. On the other hand the nominal Mac William on finding fortune turning later on against Red Hugh O'Donnell, conceived a dastardly scheme for betraying him.
In Galway Theobald had a friend named Captain Blake and from him he learnt of a means of opening confidential communications with the Government. A Captain Lee was at this time on a visit to Galway and he professed to be in touch with the Queen's powerful Minister, Sir Robert Cecil. The way being thus open Theobald Bourke propounded his scheme to Lee through Blake.
Theobald explained that Red Hugh O'Donnell was in the habit of paying visits to Killibeg partly for rest and partly to confer with his chiefs. To capture him dead or alive would be comparatively easy, provided Theobald paid £5,000 in cash to bribe confederates,
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If the scheme came off Theobald stipulated that he should be created Earl of Mayo with a guard of 50 horse and 150 foot.
Captain Lee in transmitting this scheme to Cecil modestly suggested that his own reward should be the GovernorShip of Connacht.
The Queen agreed to all the conditions except that of cash in advance. If the scheme came off then and there only would £5,000 be forthcoming. As confederates could not be bought without cash the project fell through.
In 1601 Theobald Bourke accompanied Red Hugh to Kinsale and subsequently to Spain.
It seems probable that Colonel John Bourke who became Commander of the rebel forces in Galway in 1642 was a son of this Theobald Bourke. Colonel John is said to have had some 30 years military experience in Spain, and he would thus have been about 10 years old in the flight to Spain in 1601-2.


