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HISTORY OF GALWAY.

Franciscan Friary.

	THE power of the De Burgos having been firmly established in Connanght, about the close of the thirteenth century, by the favorable issue of their long and sanguinary contests with the native Irish, Galway became (as there had been before occasion to mention) the chief residence of this powerful family, and,consequently, the principal object of its protection and improvement. In,1296, Sir William de Burgh, surnamed Liagh, or the grey, founded this monastery for Franciscan friars,. outside the north gate of the town, as particularly detailed in the obituary of the friary, a and the dedication took place on the 16th of May. The founder died 12th Feb. 1324, and was here interred. Several other particulars, concerning this monastery, for the two centuries succeeding this period, were collected, from various sources, by Allemande, Archdall, and others, which are here subjoined. b In addition to these, the following have been gleaned for this work:
	1538, John French, who was mayor this year, erected the great chapel on the south side of the abbey, and also the 
stone building ehich stood on arches over the river, to the west of the pinnacle, arterwards called "John French's Chamber.'
1570, March 9th, Queen Elizabeth granted part of the possessions of this monastery (then lately dissolved,c) to the corporation, and their Successors, which grant was renewed on 1st September, 1578, for forty years.
	1603, February 11th, James I.granted the entire possessions of this house to Sir George Carew, his heirs and assigns for ever.
1611, Valentine Blake Fitz-Walter Fitz-Thomas, who was mayor this year, built the chapel on the south side of the choir, wherein he and his family were interred. This chapel was afterwards converted mto a sacristy.
	1626, April 16th, died Murrough na more O'Flaherty, of Bunowen castle, and, by his directions in his last will, was interred amongst his ancestors in this abbey.
1642, Richard Martin, of Dungorie, who was this year mayor of the town, bestowed 800I. to build two chapels, one in 
 this abbey, and the other in the church of St. Nicholas.
1643, June 25th (Sunday,) mass was solemnly sung in this abbey for the first time since its suppression; after which a sermon was preached by father Valentine Browne, guardian. Several improvements were then made in the abbey, and, amongst others, the tomb of the founder was repaired and beautified.
1652, The friars of this house were banished, d and the monuments and ornamental works of  the abbey were defaced by Cromwell's soldiery. The superb marble tomb of Sir Peter French, knt. which was richly gilt and adorned with sculptures, was entirely destroyed; part of the polished marble was converted by governor Stubbers into chimney-pieces, and the remainder sent to England, and disposed of at a considerable price.e C
1657, AIl the buildings of the abbey demolished, except the church, in which the courts of justice were held.
1685, Disputes arose between the warden and vicars of St. Nicholas's church and the friars of this abbey. concerning the right of precedency to attend at funerals, and the emoluments thence arising, f which being brought before the congregation of the cardinal's interpreters of the council of Trent, they, on the 15th of Nov. this year, determined that "the right belonged to the parish priest."
1689, The friars took possession of the church, in which they made several repairs and improvements, g but were soon after dispossessed.
1698, The several members of this and the other religious orders of the town were banished; but tbey afterwards gradually ventnred to return, and for many years suffered the most severepersecutions, having been frequently imprisoned, tried, transported, and often in danger of their lives..
1724, The abbey chapel was repaired, and mass publicly celebrated, which gave great offence to the heads of the corporation. The friars, four in number, were arrested by order of the mayor, and tried on capital indictments  
at the ensuing assizes, but were severally acquitted.
1731, The town-sheriffs searched the friary, and the mayor, in his return to the house of lords, stated, that in it " there is a 1arge chapel, with an altar, laid out and adorned with pictures; in which said reputed friary there are fifteen chambers and nine beds, wherein they (the sheriffs) supposed the friars belonging to tbe said friary usually lay; but could not find or discovet any of them. It is an old fnary; but the chapel enlarged and repaired about the year 1723 or 1724."
1779, June, tbe tomb of the founder, Sir William de Burgh, was discovered upwards of four feet under ground, with his family arms and a long broad sword elegantly carved thereon. The following inscription appears, in raised letters, round the margin: "Memoriac B. Jilmo. Dno Bull De Burgo suac nationis principi et bujus monasterii fundatori qui obit 1324-posuit f. a.b. c. 645.".
1781, The chapel was rebuilt, before which it was a small thatched edifice, both narrow and inconvenient. Though at present its external appearance is plain, it presents within a spacious, convenient and handsome place of worship, 120 feet long and 80 feet broad, and is capable of accommodating upwards of two thousand people. The altar-piece represents the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin; on one side of it there are two paintings, one of St. Joseph and the infant Jesus, and the other of St. Bonaventure; on the opposite side a St. Peter de Alcantara and an Ecce  Homo. There are two side altars, on which mass. is occasionally celebrated: over that on the right, from the lower entrance, the altar-piece is a St. Anthony of Padua, and over that on the left a good painting of St. Francis, the founder of the order. The devotion called the stations of the Holy Cross, which is confined solely to the Franciscans; is observed here. The friars reside in a large commodious house, contiguous to the chapel, they occasionally preach, and daily celebrate the divine mysteries; and the accommodation and.convenienee of the public are attended to on all occasions.
The cemetery attached to this house is extensive, and contains the burial places of some of the most considerable families in the province. The monuments are much more ancient than numerous, and .the inscriptions generally
contain little more than the names and obits of the deceased: a few will be found selected underneath, i which are interesting only for their antiquity, and the  respectable individuals whom they commemorate.

The little that remains to be said of this foundation will equally apply to the other convents, of which the separare accounts which follow have been collected. The Franciscans are governed by a guardian, and the Dominicans and Augustinians by priors, who are triennially chosen. The dwelling-houses in which t:hey reside are commodious, and conveniently situated near their respective chapels. They are principally supported by the interest arising from charitable donations; and they resort to the neighbouring districts, at certain seasons of the year, whence they return with supplies of sheep, grain, potatoes, and other articles of consumption: they also partake of the several sorts of fish taken in the bay, which the fishermen cheerfully and liberally share with them, (but particularly with the Dominicans, who reside immediately near the sea,) under a firm belief that their prayers render the watery element more abundant. Other minor sources of support are chaplancies, daily masses, occasional high-masses chaunted for the dead, voluntary offerings, mortuary money, remembrance masses, chapel rent, collected annually, and candle money, half yearly. All which, with other trifling contingencies, enable them to live as becomes their sacred character, and, if a judgment can be formed from external appearances, leave them very little reason to regret the forfeited estates and other extensive privileges of their more opulent predecessors.
All those acquainted with the history of the middle ages, or of the times immediately preceding the sixteenth century, must be aware that the state of the regular clergy was very different from what it is at the present day.
	The change of religion in these countries shook the monastic foundations to their centre; and since that great event they have silently undergone a reformation, which.the powers of the Vatican, however otherwise formidable,  were never able to accomplish. When deprived of their wealth and influence, and doomed to . undergo the severity of persecution, their lives exhibited at once all the virtues of primitive christianity. In Ireland, where a parallel to their sufferings can only be found in the early history of the church, no crime immoral or irreligious could ever be imputed to this extensive body of men; on the contrary, their very persecutors often bore testimony to the innocence and sanctity of their lives. All this can here be asserted with confidence, as Galway had been, until the mitigation of the penal laws took place, one of the principal places which afforded refuge to these proscribed ecclesiastics. When, therefore, the quiet and peaceable demeanor of their lives, the laudable example which their piety and morals continually afford, their constant and regular attendance to the duties of religion, and their unceasing acts of charity and benevolence, shall be considered, even the prejudiced themselves cannot but pronounce them most praise-worthy and deserving members of society.

Monuments and Inscriptions.
	
1. The tomb of the ancient family of O'Nolan, of Loughboy, is situated in the centre of the churchyard, and bears the following inscription: "This tomb was first erected in "the year of our Lord 1394, bv the O'Nolans of Loughbay, and is now re-built and ornamented by Michael O'Nolan. merchant, Gal:way, one of the representatives of said family."

Source: The History of Galway by James Hardiman Esq., Page 264-269. 


