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GENERAL PACE GRAND MARSHAL
New York native son, Gen. Peter
Pace, was born in Brooklyn, NY
and grew up in Teaneck, NJ.
General Peter Pace, Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
served as Grand Marshal of the
2006 Columbus Day Parade in
New York City.
General Pace joined members
of the U.S. Marine Corps Band
and 35,000 entertainers, dignitaries and civil servants for the
largest celebration of ItalianAmerican culture and heritage
in the world. Music groups, ﬂag
dancers, marching bands and
colorful ﬂoats showcased Italian
and Italian American tradition and innovation on the walk up Fifth
Avenue. This year’s parade also featured major contingents from the
Italian regions of Lombardy and Campania, which presented exhibitions in Vanderbilt Hall, Grand Central Terminal during the week before the parade.
Held on October 9, the parade kicked oﬀ at 11:45 A.M. at 44th Street
and Fifth Avenue and was broadcast live on NBC aﬃliates and by
RAI Italian television.
“We are thrilled that General Pace will be Grand Marshal of this
year’s parade,” said Mr. Tallarini, President of the Columbus Citizens
Foundation, and parade organizer.
“General Pace is a great leader
and a great Italian American who has risen to prominence by dedicating his career to the service of our country. We could not be prouder
of his achievements or of his commitment to the United States and its
Italian American community.”
General Pace stated, “It is a distinct honor and pleasure for me to
serve as the Grand Marshal of the Columbus Day parade in New York
City. Columbus Day honors more than an Italian admiral who sailed
west to discover a New World – it honors the spirit that ventured into
unknown waters in pursuit of a better tomorrow. I am especially honored to represent the 2.4 million incredible young men and women
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in uniform who serve this nation every day with
that same spirit.”
“My dad was born in Italy in 1914. He came here to
New York, became an electrician, worked very hard
all of his life so that he and my mom could raise
four children. There is no other nation on the
planet that would allow an immigrant’s son to be
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staﬀ. I’m very
proud of my Italian heritage, and proud of this
great country that oﬀers opportunity for all.”
General Pace, 59, has held command at virtually
every level of the military, and in September 2005
was named Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staﬀ,
becoming the ﬁrst Marine to hold the position. His
father is from the Province of Noci in the Region
of Puglia in southeast Italy. General Pace and his
wife of 35 years, Lynn, have two children. The word
“pace” in Italian means peace.
Christoforo Colombo
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Press Release: October 6th, 2006

Why We Honor Columbus
By Dr. Joseph V. Scelsa
President, Italian American Museum
Perhaps Samuel Eliot Morison, in his book “Admiral of the Ocean Sea’ has said it best as to why we
should remember Christopher Columbus. “The
whole history of the Americas stems from the Four
Voyages of Columbus; and as the Greek city-states
looked back to the death-less gods as their founders, so today a score of independent nations and
dominions unite in homage to Christopher, the
stout hearted son of Genoa, who carried Christian
civilization across the Ocean Sea.”
On May 20, 2006, the world quietly marked the
500th anniversary of the passing of one of the most
important men to have walked on and in his case
sailed the face of this earth. Christopher Columbus
or Cristofero Colombo as he was known by his
Genoese parents dared to dream and act in ways no
other had done before. Some have called him the
ﬁrst American, others, an adventurer or even a tyrant. What ever one’s opinion, no one can deny
that it was his indomitable spirit which drove him
and lives on today in the new world he opened by
his voyages of discovery.
Historically, Columbus is an icon; in fact, the ﬁrst
known celebration in his honor in New York took
place in 1792 on the occasion of the third hundred
anniversary of his landing on the Americas. It was
organized by the “Society of Saint Tammy”, an organization of American revolutionary war veterans.
The society later went on to become “Tammany
Hall” the most powerful political machine New
York City has ever known. It’s last leader, an Italian
American, Carmine DeSapio.
In New York State it was then Assemblyman Al
Smith and Senator “Big Tom” Sullivan who introduced the bill in 1909 which Governor Charles
Hughes signed making Columbus Day a state holiday. By 1910, eight other states followed New York;
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, Maryland,
California, Michigan, Montana and Illinois making
Columbus Day a legal state holiday.
cont’ on page 3
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In 1934, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt designed October 12th, a day of nationwide celebration and in 1968, President Lynden B. Johnson
signed the bill making Columbus Day a Federal
Holiday.
The Parade

In 1907, New York City (Manhattan) had two parades one on Mulberry Street and the other in East
Harlem (which was in the 1930’s and 40’s, the largest Italian district in the country). In 1927, the Columbus Citizens Committee assumed responsibility
for the parade, later in 1944 under the leadership of
Generoso Pope; the Columbus Citizens Foundation took over the responsibility for the parade and
has done so every year since then.
The ﬁrst oﬃcial parade (public gathering) after 9/11
in New York City was the Columbus Day Parade.
People from all walks of life, not just those of Italian descent came out to line the streets, not only to
celebrate the achievements of Columbus, but to
show their patriotism, a testament to his and ‘our”
indomitable spirit which he represents. More than
anything that is what Christopher Columbus has
come to stand for and why he will always be remembered. His indomitable spirit lives on, his belief in himself and his determination to follow
through on his dreams of a better life in America
for ourselves and our children. That is Christopher
Columbus’ real legacy and that is why we, the children of Columbus, the heirs of his legacy must
never forget him. He led our way.
© Foundation Quarterly, Columbus Citizens Foundation
Fa! 2006
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Where Is Columbus Buried?
DNA Veriﬁes Columbus’ Remains in Spain
Spanish bones linked to explorer, but Dominican claim
could sti! be valid
(Updated: 11:33PM ET May 19, 2006)
MADRID, Spain - Spanish researchers said Friday
that they have resolved a century-old mystery surrounding Christopher Columbus’s burial place,
which both Spain and the Dominican Republic
claim to be watching over. Their verdict: Spain’s
got the right bones.
A forensic team led by Spanish geneticist Jose Antonio Lorente compared DNA from bone fragments that Spain says are from the explorer — and
are buried in a cathedral in Seville — with DNA
extracted from remains known to be from Columbus’ brother Diego, who is also buried in the
southern Spanish city.
“There is absolute matchup between the mitochondrial DNA we have studied from Columbus’
brother and Christopher Columbus,” said Marcial
Castro, a Seville-area historian and high school
teacher who is the mastermind behind the project,
which began in 2002. Mitochondria are cell components rich in DNA.
He spoke a day before the 500th anniversary Saturday of Columbus’ death in the northern Spanish
city of Valladolid. Castro and his research colleagues have been trying in vain for years to convince the Dominican Republic to open up an ornate lighthouse monument in the capital, Santo
Domingo, that the Dominicans say holds the remains of the explorer. Castro stressed in an interview that, although his team is convinced the bones
in Seville are from Columbus, this does not necessarily mean the ones in Santo Domingo are not.
Dominicans dismiss ﬁndings
Juan Bautista Mieses, the director of the Columbus
Lighthouse, dismissed the researchers’ ﬁndings and
insisted Friday that Columbus was indeed buried in
the Dominican Republic. “The remains have never
left Dominican territory,” Bautista said.
© 2006 The Associated Press.
Pictured lefft:
Tourists walk by the purported tomb of Spanish explorer Christopher Columbus in the Cathedral of Sevi!e, Spain. Spanish
researchers who have studied DNA samples $om 500-year-old
bone slivers say at least some of Columbus’ remains do indeed
lie within the tomb.
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meetings our group takes occasional ﬁeld trips to genealogical
research sites in the New Jersey/
New York area.

POINTers in Person
The POINTers In Person program,
an was founded in 1992. Our
group, Chapter 15, was organized
in September 1996. The 21 nationwide chapters of POINTers In
Person provide genealogical researchers an opportunity to meet
socially, and learn and share information pertinent to Italian research. Each chapter is independent and sets forth its own procedures and schedules of events.
We cordially invite Italian genealogical researchers to attend our
quarterly meetings. Membership is
open to all. In addition to regular

La Notizia Italiana
Volume 5, Number 4

The Lou Costello Chapter
POINTers In Person
Chapter 15
Northern New Jersey
(201) 803-9117
OFFICERS
President: Maria Carparelli
Vice President: Phil Oddo
Treasurer: Maryanne Graham
Corresponding Secretary: Lucille Kent
Recording Secretary: Albert Marotta
Newsletter Editor: Maria Carparelli
Web Master: Annita Zalenski
Your letters and comments are welcomed.
We reserve the right to edit submitted materials.
POINTers in Person does not accept responsibility
for errors, omissions, or opinions expressed or
implied by contributors.
E-mail: LaNotizia1@aol.com
Web Site:
http://www.rootsweb.com/~njpoint/

	


Membership in our parent organization, POINT, is not a prerequisite to joining our group; however,
it is highly recommended. There
are many advantages to joining
POINT. As a member you will
receive POINTers, a quarterly
Italian genealogy magazine containing articles about Italian research
and personal accounts of other researchers’ successes and family
stories. In addition, your surnames of interest will be included
in an annually published worldwide directory of over 25,000 surnames.

UNCLE GUERRANDO’S
SPIRITED FIGS
PREPARATION:
Take fresh ﬁgs, wash them well,
and pat them dry. Next, puncture the bottom of each with a
paring knife and slip a quarter
of a walnut into the hole, together with an anise seed or
two, if you like them. You can
also use bits of hazelnut, or
pecans, if you live where fresh
ones are available (you can now
get them in Florence!). Put the
ﬁgs in a jar, sprinkle more walnut or hazelnut slivers over
them together with a couple
more anise seeds, and ﬁll the jar
with a mixture of rum and grain
alcohol -- favoring the rum if
you prefer sweeter ﬁgs, and the
alcohol if you’d rather they be
stronger.
Seal the jar, let the ﬁgs sit for a
couple of weeks, and they’re
ready.
Thanks to Margaret Cenci-Frontera for
submitting this recipe and the fo!owing
computer tip.
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COMPUTER TIP:
Italian fonts character key

Do the following each time you
want to type an accented character: (Make sure that the Num
lock option on your keyboard is
on.) While holding down the Alt
key, type the number of the
character you wish to enter
from the following table:
133 = à
160 = á
138 = è
130 = é
141 = ì
161 = í
149 = ò
162 = ó
151 = ù
163 = ú
164 = ñ
For capital letters:
0193 = Á
0192 = À
0201 = É
0200 = È
0205 = Í
0204 = Ì
0211 = Ó
0210 = Ò
0218 = Ú
0217 = Ù

Calendar
February 3, 2007
May 5, 2007
Chapter 15 Meetings:
Elmwood Park Municipal Building

Italian-American Museum
www.italianamericanmuseum.org

Painting Up the Town:
The Art of Armondo De&asanta
July 18 - November 17, 2006
28 East 44th Street, NYC
17th Floor
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