
The first Pope of the 
Americas Jorge Mario 
Bergoglio hails  from Ar-
gentina. The 76-year-old 
Jesuit Archbishop of Bue-
nos Aires  is  a prominent 
figure throughout the con-
tinent, yet remains a sim-
ple pastor who is  deeply 
loved by his  diocese, 
throughout which he has 
travelled extensively on 
the underground and by 
bus during the 15 years of 
his episcopal ministry.

“My people are poor and 
I am one of them”,  he has 
said more than once, ex-
plaining his decision to 
live in an apartment and 
cook his own supper. He 
has always advised his 

priests to show mercy and apostolic courage and to keep their doors 
open to everyone. The worst thing that could happen to the 
Church,  he has said on various occasions,  “is what de Lubac called 
spiritual worldliness”,  which means,  “being self-centred”. And when 
he speaks of social justice, he calls people first of all to pick up the 
Catechism, to rediscover the Ten Commandments  and the Beati-
tudes. His  project is simple: if you follow Christ,  you understand 
that “trampling upon a person’s dignity is a serious sin”.

Despite his reserved character — his  official biography consists  of 
only a few lines, at least until his  appointment as Archbishop of 
Buenos Aires — he became a reference point because of the strong 
stances he took during the dramatic financial crisis that over-
whelmed the country in 2001.   
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Son of  Italian Immigrants
He was born in 
Buenos Aires on 17 
December 1936,  the 
son of Italian immi-
grants. His father 
Mario was  an ac-
countant employed 
by the railways and 
his mother Regina 
Sivori was a com-
mitted wife dedi-
cated to raising their 
five children. He 
g r a d u a t e d a s a 
chemical technician 
and then chose the 
path of the priest-
hood,  entering the 

Diocesan Seminary of Villa Devoto. On 11 
March 1958 he entered the novitiate of the Soci-
ety of Jesus. He completed his studies of the hu-
manities in Chile and returned to Argentina in 
1963 to graduate with a degree in philosophy 
from the Colegio de San José in San Miguel. 
From 1964 to 1965 he taught literature and psy-
chology at Immaculate Conception College in 
Santa Fé and in 1966 he taught the same subject 
at the Colegio del Salvatore in Buenos Aires. 
From 1967-70 he studied theology and obtained 
a degree from the Colegio of  San José.

Ordained in 1969 
On 13 December 1969 he was ordained a priest 
by Archbishop Ramón José Castellano. He con-
tinued his training between 1970 and 1971 at the 
University of Alcalá de Henares, Spain, and on 
22 April 1973 made his final profession with the 
Jesuits. Back in Argentina,  he was novice master 
at Villa Barilari,  San Miguel;  professor at the 
Faculty of Theology of San Miguel;  consultor to 
the Province of the Society of Jesus and also Rec-
tor of the Colegio Máximo of the Faculty of Phi-
losophy and Theology.

On 31 July 1973 he was appointed Provincial of 
the Jesuits in Argentina,  an office he held for six 
years. He then resumed his work in the university 
sector and from 1980 to 1986 served once again 
as  Rector of the Colegio de San José, as well as 
parish priest,  again in San Miguel. In March 
1986 he went to Germany to finish his doctoral 
thesis; his superiors then sent him to the Colegio 
del Salvador in Buenos  Aires  and next to the Jes-

uit Church in the city of Córdoba as spiritual di-
rector and confessor.

It was Cardinal Antonio Quarracino,  Archbishop 
of Buenos Aires, who wanted him as a close col-
laborator. So, on 20 May 1992 Pope John Paul II 
appointed him titular Bishop of Auca and Auxil-
iary of Buenos Aires. On 27 May he received 
episcopal ordination from the Cardinal in the ca-
thedral. He chose as his  episcopal motto,  miser-
ando atque eligendo,  and on his  coat of arms  in-
serted the ihs, the symbol of  the Society of  Jesus.

He gave his  first interview as  a bishop to a parish 
newsletter, Estrellita de Belém. He was immedi-
ately appointed Episcopal Vicar of the Flores dis-
trict and on 21 December 1993 was  also en-
trusted with the office of Vicar General of the 
Archdiocese. Thus it came as no surprise when, 
on 3 June 1997, he was raised to the dignity of 
Coadjutor Archbishop of Buenos Aires. Not even 
nine months had passed when, upon the death of 
Cardinal Quarracino,  he succeeded him on 28 
February 1998,  as Archbishop,  Primate of Argen-
tina and Ordinary for Eastern-rite faithful in Ar-
gentina who have no Ordinary of  their own rite.

Created a Cardinal in 2001
Three years later at the Consistory of 21 Febru-
ary 2001,  John Paul ii created him Cardinal,  as-
signing him the title of San Roberto Bellarmino. 
He asked the faithful not to come to Rome to 
celebrate his creation as Cardinal but rather to 
donate to the poor what they would have spent 
on the journey. As Grand Chancellor of the 
Catholic University of Argentina, he is the 
author of the books: Meditaciones  para religiosos 
(1982),  Reflexiones sobre la vida apostólica (1992) 
and Reflexiones de esperanza (1992).

In October 2001 he was appointed General Rela-
tor to the 10th Ordinary General Assembly of 
the Synod of Bishops on the Episcopal Ministry. 
This  task was  entrusted to him at the last minute 
to replace Cardinal Edward Michael Egan, 
Archbishop of  New York, 

who was  obliged to stay in his homeland because 
of the terrorist attacks  on September 11th. At the 
Synod he placed particular emphasis  on “the 
prophetic mission of the bishop”, his being a 
“prophet of justice”,  his duty to “preach cease-
lessly” the social doctrine of the Church and also 
“to express  an authentic judgement in matters of 
faith and morals”.
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A l l t h e w h i l e 
Cardinal Bergo-
glio was  becom-
ing ever more 
popular in Latin 
America. Despite 
this,  he never re-
laxed his sober 
approach or his 
s tr ic t l i fes ty le, 
which some have 
defined as  almost 
“ascetic”. In this 
spirit of poverty, 
he declined to be 
a p p o i n t e d a s 
President of the 
Argentine Bish-
ops’ Conference 
in 2002, but three 

years  later he was elected and then, in 2008, re-
confirmed for a further three-year mandate. 
Meanwhile in April 2005 he took part in the 
Conclave in which Pope Benedict XVI was 
elected.

As Archbishop of Buenos Aires — a diocese with 
more than three million inhabitants — he con-
ceived of a missionary project based on commun-
ion and evangelization. He had four main goals: 
open and brotherly communities,  an informed 
laity playing a lead role, evangelization efforts 
addressed to every inhabitant of the city,  and as-
sistance to the poor and the sick. He aimed to 
reevangelize Buenos Aires,  “taking into account 
those who live there, its structure and its  history”. 
He asked priests and lay people to work together. 
In September 2009 he launched the solidarity 
campaign for the bicentenary of the Independ-
ence of the country. Two hundred charitable 
agencies are to be set up by 2016. And on a con-
tinental scale,  he expected much from the impact 
of the message of the Aparecida Conference in 
2007, to the point of describing it as  the “Evan-
gelii Nuntiandi of  Latin America”.
Until the beginning of the recent sede vacante, 
he was  a member of the Congregation for Divine 
Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, 
the Congregation for the Clergy, the Congrega-
tion for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Socie-
ties  of Apostolic Life, the Pontifical Council for 
the Family and the Pontifical Commission for 
Latin America.

He was elected Supreme Pontiff on 13 March 
2013.

Italian Americans in the News

Congratulations to former NIAF celebrity spokesman 
and actor Joe Mantegna (most recently of CBS's 
"Criminal Minds" fame) who recently received Puglia's 
Italy Award of Excellence in America honor at a star-
studded ceremony at the Italian Cultural Institute of 
Los Angeles. 

Congratulations to Maria Bartiromo, CNBC anchor 
and NIAF board member, and to Frank. J. Guarini , 
former U.S. Congressman from New Jersey and NIAF 
Chairman Emeritus , who will receive the First Annual 
Chivalry Awards  from the American Foundation of 
Savoy Orders  during the Festa della Primavera Spring 
Awards  Reception was  at the Columbus Citizens 
Foundation on June 6.

Coccia Institute 
Calendar of  Upcoming Events

SEPTEMBER
Film Screening of  Luchino Visconti’s Senso in 
recognition of  Il Risorgimento--150th Anni-
versary of  the Unification of  Italy
In collaboration with Montclair State University’s 
Amici Club and Dr. Teresa Fiore, Inserra Chair in 
Italian and Italian American Studies
Date:   September 19
Time:  2:30 p.m.
Location: Dickson Hall-- Cohen Lounge 
Contact:   Dr. Mary Ann Re, Director-Coccia Insti-
tute, 973.655.4038 or rem@mail.montclair.edu

Public meeting of  the NJIIAHC (New Jersey 
Italian and Italian American Heritage Com-
mission)
Date:    September 21
Time:  3:30 – 5:00 p.m.
Location:   Dickson Hall-- Cohen Lounge (Montclair 
State University)
Contact:    Dr. Mary Ann Re, Director-Coccia Insti-
tute, 973.655.4038 or rem@mail.montclair.edu
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Pictured above:  Joe Mantegna, Maria Bartiromo, Frank Guarini

Editor”s note:  NIAF is the NationalItalian American Foundation - 
www.NIAF.org
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Chapter 15
Northern New Jersey

(201) 803-9117

OFFICERS
President:   Maria Carparelli
Vice President:   Susan Berman
Treasurer:   Maryanne Graham
Corresponding Secretary:   Lucille Kent
Recording Secretary:   Albert Marotta
Newsletter Editor:   Maria Carparelli
Web Master:  Annita Zalenski

Your letters and comments are welcomed.  
We reserve the right to edit submitted materials.  

POINTers in Person does not accept responsibility for errors, 
omissions, or opinions expressed or implied by contributors.

E-mail:  LaNotizia1@aol.com
Web Site:  http://www.rootsweb.com/~njpoint/

Calendar
POINT Chapter 15 Future Meetings: 
Future Meetings:
Elmwood Park Municipal Building, 10 AM 
November 2,  2013:  
Join us as Dr Lee, author of  Italian Americans of  Newark, 
Belleville, and Nutley,  gives us an update on her new book!  
Presenter Dr. Sandra Lee.

Passaic County Genealogy Club: 
September 14, 2013
10 a.m. at Lambert Castle Museum:
Genealogy Club Meeting:
Program: "The Road to Ebingerode,Clues to Discovering Ancestral 
Villages in Germany" presented by Robert Stein.

Passaic County Historical Society &
Lambert Castle Events:
Now through October 6: 
SPECIAL EXHIBIT:  We Had to Be Rebels:
Remembering the Paterson Silk Strike of 1913
This year marks the 100th anniversary of  this watershed moment 
in labor relations and industrial history. This intriguing exhibit 
reveals the stories behind the struggle on both sides

August 25, 2013
Recapturing a New Jersey Legacy:  
John Henry "Pop" Lloyd and the Communal 
Legacy of  Negro League Baseball.
2 PM, Lambert Castle
A discussion, accompanied by video and exhibit materials, of  the 
history of  black professional baseball in Atlantic City and the 
legacy of  one of  its greatest players, Baseball Hall of  Fame short-
stop John Henry "Pop" Lloyd  
Presenter:  Lawrence Hogan, Ph.D., Professor of  History, Union 
County College

September 11, 2013
PCHS Quarterly Meeting
7 PM, Lambert Castle 
Allen Du Mont:  Television Pioneer:
A discussion on  Allen DuMont, the man who developed a cathode 
ray tube in his Cedar Grove garage and ushered in the television era
Presenter:  Phil Jaeger

September 21, 2013
The Solidarity of  the Silk Workers, the Manu-
facturers, and the People Caught in Between.  
2 p.m. Lambert Castle.  
The revealing stories of  those caught in the middle of  the dispute.
Presenter:  Steve Golin, author of  the The Fragile Bridge. 

October 1, 2013
PCHS Annual Beefsteak Dinner:  
$50 per person
The Brownstone, Paterson

October 5 & 6, 2013
Annual History Fair  
10AM - 4PM Lambert Castle

For more information on 
PCHS & Lambert Castle Events:  

973- 247-0085 ext 200
www.lambertcastle.org

POINTers in Person    
The POINTers In Person program, an autonomous 
branch of POINT - (Pursuing Our Italian Names 
Together) was  founded in 1992.  Our group, Chapter 
15,   was  organized in September 1996. The 21 na-
tionwide chapters  of   POINTers  In Person provide 
genealogical researchers  an opportunity to meet so-
cially, and learn and share information pertinent to 
Italian research. Each chapter is  independent and sets 
forth its own procedures and schedules of  events. 

We cordially invite Italian genealogical researchers  to 
attend our quarterly meetings. Membership is  open to 
all. In addition to regular meetings  our group takes 
occasional field trips  to genealogical research sites in 
the New Jersey/New York area.

Membership in our parent organization, POINT, is 
not a prerequisite to joining our group;  however, it is 
highly recommended
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