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         Nordøst 
                              Danish Archive North East 

             November 2020 
 
 

 
Hello! 
 
In addition to the President’s letter, there is an interesting article on Læsø and its 
special culture and customs.  With many people at home, we have an article on 
genealogy from home.  And, as usual, we have a set of pictures that we would 
love to get identified.  
 
It is the time of our annual fund raising drive.  A page is included requesting your 
support.  We thank everyone for their wonderful support in the past and hope that 
you can consider a donation this year. 
 
Hopefully in 2021, we can get back to DANE meetings and people visiting our 
museum. 
 
Enjoy! 
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DANE President’s Letter 
by Agnes Jespersen Hagmueller 

 
 
Kære Alle, 

Jeg håber, at alle vore læsere er ved godt helbred. 
 
These past months have been a very worrying and frustrating time. I hope 
everyone is keeping safe and in good health.  
 
While staying close to home, I have been catching up on scanning family photos 
and updating my family genealogy. It seems there are never ending things that 
can be researched.  I found some great sites on Facebook, telling how to use 
Ancestry and Family Search. 
 
 The Danish Cultural and Heritage Center at the Danish Home Edison has been 
quiet these days.  We are keeping up with its care and needs. Thankfully we now 
have two custodians who have been watching over the facility and checking on 
what is happening. The Home Board has not met since March 2020. All 
scheduled events for the balance of the year have been put on hold or cancelled.  
In spring, if Covid-19 has cleared up, we will hold a Dedication Ceremony for St 
Stephen’s Church bell which is now permanently placed on the grounds by the 
Mausoleum. 
 
On Friday last, we received notice that the Danish Home, Croton, New York will 
be closing in December 2020. How truly sad!! The Home was founded in 
Brooklyn, New York over a century ago.  It was then relocated to Croton-On-
Hudson, New York. It has served Danes throughout those many years.  Not just 
a retirement home but a place for wonderful memories. Several events were held 
yearly noting special Danish celebrations such as Grundlovsdag (Danish 
Constitution Day). The Board members and staff have dedicated so much time 
and special care to the Home, its residents, and Danish culture.  
 
With this happening another tradition is passing.  We as Danes need to be sure 
that our Heritage is kept alive and we preserve all the things that our Danish 
Americans have contributed to their adopted home in the U.S.A. 
 
 
Sad news:  On October 21, 2020, Gregory Hispanski passed away.  Greg was 
President of Lodge 46, President of the General Committee of Eastern Lodges, 
and vice president of the Home Board of Edison.  He passed too young and will 
be deeply missed by everyone.  His obituary can be found at: 
https://www.costello-runyon.com/obituary/Gregory-E-Hispanski/Metuchen-
NJ/1880489 
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VELKOMMEN TIL LÆSØ 
Home of the Seaweed Roofs 

by Agnes Jespersen-Hagmueller 
 

 
Læsø Museum 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Læsø is the largest island in the Kattegat. It is located 12 miles 
off the Northeast coast of Jutland Denmark. Ferries run from 
Frederikshavn to the island. It houses Denmark’s largest 
saltmarsh. Since the middle ages, Læsø has been known for 
its salt industry.  However due to the need to dry out salt, the 
island became devoid of trees. In present days, the trees are 
slowly coming back on the land. 
 

There are 3 small towns on the island, Byrum, Østerby, and Vesterø. They are 
easily accessed by private car, local bus or taxi.  There is a small airport for 
planes coming from other parts of Denmark. Many Europeans spend their 
summer holidays there.  One can find some small hotels and many things to see.  
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The beaches are of special interest to the visitors. Læsø’s population in off 
season numbers only about 2000 inhabitants. 
 
 
Known as the “Home of Seaweed Roofs” there are still several of these roofs be 
seen.  Due to lack of wood the islanders took to using lumber from old 
abandoned or shipwrecked ships. In older times, the peasants, especially young 
girls, would take seaweed from the shore. They would twist it into knotted braids. 
It was then used to cover the roofs of houses and cottages. The Læsø Museum 
still has its amazing constructed roof. 
 
Most of the old island people would have small cottage farm plots. While the men 
were out to sea fishing, the women and children tended the pigs, cows and 
chickens. It was normal to bed down the animals in sections of the home set 
aside for the livestock. Today, produce and household needs can be brought to 
the island. Cars and trucks are transported to Læsø by ferry. In spring, it is fun to 
walk the streets to see the vegetable stands with their wares and bunches of 
flowers sitting outside the shops.   
 
 

                                
           Læsø Saltsyderi                                        Læsø Færgen 
 

 
                       
               
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harbor hotel og restaurant                          Blomsterbutik i Østerby        
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Each town has its own church which is Danish Lutheran. The old church in 
Vesterø Havn however has now been turned into a Health spa. The church 
building still stands but is not in use as a religious place.  Both Østerby and 
Vesterø churches are still used for services today. 

                       
            Østerby Danish Lutheran Church                                          Vesterø Danish Lutheran Church         
 
 
My paternal ancestors, Jespersens,  have been christened, confirmed, married, 
and buried in the Vesterø church’s kirkegaard  since the 1600s. We can still find 
these church records digitized on line today. 
 
Many traditions are still observed to this day.  Læsø still uses its own special 
music and folk dances are held yearly.  On special occasions the regional 
natIonal costumes are worn. 

 
      Mine bedsteforældre                             Traditional Laeso Dancing 
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Læsø food is great Danish Hygge. It is best to go down to the harbor in the 
morning and get some fresh fish that has just been caught.  Especially tasty are 
the lobsters and crayfish which have just come out of the sea.  The fishermen 
take their boats as far as the North Sea and bring back wonderful loads of fresh 
seafood daily. 

                      
      
Don’t forget the other Danish delicious dishes. There’s pork and beef and open 
face sandwiches and lots more.  And let’s not forget the Beer!! 

                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The “Home of the Seaweed Roofs” is a fascinating Place. 
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Danish Genealogy from Home 
by Wendy Hansen Hudson 

 
While staying at home during the pandemic, Danish genealogical research can 
continue!  It is very fortunate that Danish vital records and censuses are online 
and free to use.  Even if you do not know any Danish, learning a few terms can 
make searching the records easy. 
 
All the records are organized by: 

- Amt (County) 
- Herred (District) 
- Sogn (Parish) 

Within a parish, the town in the parish is often identified. 
 
In the vital records (baptisms, confirmations, marriages, deaths), the records are 
identified as: 

- Fødte – Births/Baptisms – abbreviated as “F” 
- Konfirmerede – Confirmations – abbreviated as “K” 
- Viede – Marriages – abbreviated as “V” 
- Døde – Deaths – abbreviated as “D” 

 
It is often good to start with the Danish censuses.  Denmark had censuses listing 
everyone in a household 1771-1940.  The birthplace of a person is included after 
the 1845 census.  The link to search a single county is: 
https://ddd.dda.dk/dddform_uk.asp and the link to search for a name in all 
counties is: https://ddd.dda.dk/dddform2_uk.asp. This will only find the censuses 
that have been indexed.  The status of what is currently indexed is at: 
https://www.dis-danmark.dk/kipkort/fronta-e.php. 
 
A name can be specified with wildcards – “%” for multiple characters and “_” for a 
single character.  For example: Pe% will find all Pedersens, Petersens, and 
Petersdatters. A wildcard can also be used as the first character in the name.  
For example: _ald%  will find all Waldemar and Valdemar. 
 
Once a parish (sogn) is located in the census, or if you already know the parish 
you want to search, you can search the vital records at http://ao.salldata.dk/  
under “Kirkebøger” (church books).   The records can be copied and saved to 
your computer. Common Danish terms are at: 
http://www3.sympatico.ca/colin.swift/danish.htm and a good Danish translation 
site is http://gramtrans.com/?pair=da-en.   
 
Another link is sometimes useful.  There is the Danish Emigration Database.  
The link is at: http://www.udvandrerarkivet.dk/udvandrerprotokollerne/.  This is a 
record of people that bought their tickets to leave through an agency in 
Copenhagen between 1869 and 1908.  People who left from Copenhagen in this 
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time period are usually included.  People from other parts of Denmark are often 
included.  However, people from southern Jutland are often not included in this 
database. The “Registration Date” is the date the ticket was purchased.  It was 
not the date the person left. If the ship name is: “Indirekte”, then the person went 
indirectly to the destination.  For example, they may have gone to Liverpool 
before heading to their final destination.  If the ship name is given, then it left 
from Copenhagen and went to the destination.  Usually, the last residence of a 
person is listed and many times this is their birth place.  This is a key database 
for finding the birth place of an individual and their destination. 
 
All these links (and many more) are on our Links page on our web site at: 
http://sites.rootsweb.com/~njdane/links.html.  If you have any questions on this, 
then please contact us at danenj@aol.com.  We are happy to help!  Good luck 
with your research! 
 
 
 
The Danish American Archive and Library is launching a new online exhibit:  
Spreading “The Word”: The Dana College Theater Troupe Tour of 1942.  
The link to the press release is: www.dana1942theword.org  
 
 
 
The Philharmonic Society of Orange County will be presenting a virtual concert 
featuring the Danish String Quartet in a program of Shostakovich and Nordic 
folk music on November 7, 2020.  On demand access will be available until 
November 14, 2020. More information can be found here: 
https://bit.ly/DanishQuartet2020 
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Can you help identify any of these photos? 

We have a number of wonderful photos in our collection where we do not know 
who is in the picture!  Can you help identify anyone in these photos? (Many 
thanks to Janice Grace for managing our photo collection!)  Please contact us at 
danenj@aol.com if you can help.  
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DANISH BROTHERHOOD LODGE #14 
KENOSHA, WISCONSIN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On August 24, 2020 The Danish Brotherhood Lodge #14 was burnt to the ground 
by rioters in Kenosha, Wisconsin.  Everything was lost in the fire. 
 
If you have any Brotherhood memorabilia or would like to make a donation you 
can get information at their website: http://www.danishbrotherhood.us/ 
 

Contact: 
Danish Brotherhood Lodge #14 

Bob Ibsen 
7821 8th Avenue 

Kenosha, WI 53143  
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    We need your support 
 
Dear Friend of DANE, 
 
We hope that you all are healthy and safe in these difficult times. The Danish 
Archive North East (DANE)  is dedicated to preserving the great history and 
culture of Danes who settled in the United States. 
 
It has been a difficult year with the pandemic. We have had no events or 
meetings since this started.  Our wonderful museum has been closed, but we 
have continued to help people online with their genealogy research. Our 
database contains over 35,000 names. These come from inquiries, digitized 
church and cemetery records as well as many records of Danish organizations.  
      
Money is needed to support our work and our events when we are able to safely 
get together again. We are asking you to support DANE by making a donation so 
the Archive can continue our progress in adding to our collections and making 
the public know how much the Danes have done for this country. 
  
If you need to reach us, you can email at danenj@aol.com or call at 732-287-
6445. Visit our website at: http://sites.rootsweb.com/~njdane/index.html 
 
Tusind Tak for your generous past support. With that help the Archive has grown 
and with your on-going support it will continue to grow.                                                                        
  

DANE Board of Trustees 
 
Donations using PayPal can be made by visiting the website and clicking on 
“Donations”  
 
 
Name:______________________________________________________ 
  
Street Address:____________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, ZIP:____________________________________________________ 
  
Phone:___________________Email address:____________________ 
  
Amount enclosed:_____________________ 
  

Please include this form with your donation.  
Mail to: DANE,  855 New Durham Road, Edison, New Jersey  08817 

  
DANE is a 501 c 3 non-profit organization  
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DANE meetings (2020): 

 All events cancelled until further notice 
 
Nordøst is the official publication of DANE – Danish Archive North East. It is 
published a few times a year. DANE is a 501(c)(3) licensed non-profit 
organization with offices at 855 New Durham Road, Edison, NJ 08817. 
 
It is licensed under the New Jersey Charities Registration Act. No warranty, 
either expressed or implied is offered for any losses due to the use of any 
material published in Nordøst. The material is offered for informational purposes 
only. © Copyright 2020 DANE 
 
Web page: http://sites.rootsweb.com/~njdane/index.html  
Email: danenj@aol.com 
Phone: 732-287-6445 
 
Board of Directors 
Agnes Jespersen-Hagmueller, President 
Hans Christian Svane, Vice-President 
Wendy Hansen Hudson, Secretary and Treasurer 
Vibeke Aagesen 
Janice Grace 
Ken Nielsen 
 
 

 
DANE has membership in: 
 Museum of Danish America, Elk Horn Iowa 
 Danish American Heritage Society 
 New Jersey League of Historical Societies 


