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         Nordøst 
                              Danish Archive North East 

     June 2018 
 

 
Hello! 
 
In addition to the President’s letter, we have articles on Danish music, a Danish 
settlement in western New York, and a Scandinavian music concert. We are also 
again asking if you can identify some pictures in our collection.   
 
If you are in the New Jersey area, please join us for one of the DANE programs 
(schedule at the end of this newsletter).  If you would like to see our museum, 
then please email us at danenj@aol.com and we will be happy to set up a time. 
 
Enjoy! 
 
 
Thank you! 
 
We sent out about 500 letters in December 2017 requesting donations as part of 
our annual appeal.  We had a record response and the donations increased 
almost 10% over last year!  This was a very successful appeal for DANE and 
allows us to do some museum improvements and support our cultural and 
genealogy work.  We really appreciate your support 
 

Thank you! 
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DANE President’s Letter 
 
Kære  Alle, 
 
Has anyone out there explored their DNA?  I recently have.  Technology is truly 
on the move. In general my results were spot on.  Mostly Scandinavian with Irish 
and Western European thrown in.  The percentages agreed and confirm what I 
have learned in my 25 years of family genealogical research.  I can trace my 
family Stamtræ back to 1646 in Denmark. It is truly amazing what I found about 
the grandparents I never knew. 
 
Wendy Hudson once said that “ You can search at home on your computer while 
wearing your fuzzy slippers”.  That is so true.  For years I traveled to Archives, 
Libraries, Cemeteries and other places which store records.  Today you can go 
on line and find almost all that information.  Thanks to the efforts and patience of 
many diligent people, these precious  documents have been digitized and are 
available to anyone who has access to a computer. 
 
From my DNA results, I have been connected with both paternal and maternal 
second, third and fourth cousins.  It is an adventure.  There are relatives out 
there that I did not know existed.  With one second cousin’s  help, we are on the 
brink of finding what happened to my great grandmother.  It is truly a unique and 
interesting history of many events in her lifetime. 
 
Interested in being a family detective?  You too can delve into DNA. There are 
costs involved but not that outrageous.  Or you can simply plot your family tree 
and go to the many sources on line. “Remember the fuzzy slippers”.  If you don’t 
have access to a computer, why not contact DANE and we will try to help find 
those elusive and very interesting ancestors.  Who knows, you might even find 
some new living relatives when searching. 
 
Happy hunting!  We would like very much to help you find your roots. 
 
Med Venlig Hilsen 
 
Agnes Jespersen Hagmueller 
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Danes and their Music 
by Agnes Jespersen-Hagmueller 

 
Are you at all familiar with the musical tango “Jalousie”?  It was 
written for a silent movie by composer Jacob Gade, a Dane. 
Gade (1879-1963)  was a violinist and composer born in Vejle, 
Denmark. Throughout his lifetime he led many theater orchestras.  
They played background music for silent movies. On a visit to 
Hollywood, California in September 1925 he composed his most 
popular and enduring work “Jalousie”.   Although he was a prolific 
composer, the world knows the music but do they know Gade? 

 
Another more well-known Danish composer was Hans Christian Lumbye (1810-
1931). He earned the title “The Strauss of the North” because of his many 
compositions of waltzes, polkas and gallops.  Most famous of these was his 
“Champagne Gallop”.  He was the musical director and conductor at 
Copenhagen’s Tivoli Gardens form 1843-1872. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
On the more classical side was Danish Composer Carl Nielsen (1865-1931). He. 
is today noted as one of Denmark’s most prominent composers. In addition to 
writing five symphonies, he is credited with composing  the opera “Maskerade” 
along with several concertos for violin, flute and clarinet.  His works can still be 
heard throughout the world.  He was a favorite  of Leonard Bernstein and  his 
music is often played by the New York Philharmonic Orchestra. 
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                                                  Carl Nielsen 

 
Danes brought their musical talents when they came to the U.S.A. 

 
Who does not know of Victor Borge?  Trained as a classical pianist, he delighted 
audiences with his very special kind of humor.  He traveled around the world 
giving concerts, directing famous orchestras and making many television 
appearances.  He even took his humor to the children’s Sesame Street program. 
He received the “Order of the Dannebrog” from his native country, Denmark.  He 
had audiences with kings, queens and presidents who honored him for his many 
talents and good will.              
   

 
             
 
                                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                                          
 
 
 
 
 
                                          Victor Borge 1909-2000   
                           Known to many as “The Clown Prince of Denmark” 
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Best known for his Wagnerian Opera tenor rolls, Lauritz Melchior was born in 
Copenhagen Denmark in 1890.  He appeared in his first opera in 1913 at the 
Royal Opera House, Copenhagen. From 1926 to 1950 he sang in 519 
performances at the New York Metropolitan Opera.  Later in his life he appeared 
in several Hollywood movie musicals. He made numerous recordings throughout 
his career.  A special occasion was when he sang Our National Anthem at Game 
3 of the 1963 World Series in Los Angeles, California. Melchior died 1973 at 
Santa Monica, California. He is buried in the Assistens Kirkegaard cemetery, 
Copenhagen. 
 

 

 
 

OUR VERY OWN MUSIC MAKERS 
 

Back in the early 1900s Danes would gather Saturday evenings to socialize with 
their fellow countrymen.  There was a large group of them in Perth Amboy, New 
Jersey.  It was before the advent of television, so an evening of dancing was 
always welcomed after a busy work week. One special place in town was DANA 
Hall.  It had dances, held weddings, musicals, and parties.  None of these events 
could go without music.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Copenhagen Five was a favorite.  It was founded by Chris Pedersen Sr. 
Chris spent his whole life surrounded by music. He taught music and formed a 
marching band. Many of our old timers can still remember tapping their toes to 
familiar Danish tunes. 



 6

 
Chris Pedersen, Jr followed in his father’s footsteps.  He still to this day teaches 
music and is the conductor of the Garden State Symphonic Band.  The Band 
performs annually In Perth Amboy and other invited appearances. 
 

 
 
Rolf Gunst was the piano playing member of the Copenhagen Five.  He was a 
classically trained musician who wore many musical hats.  He played the organ 
at St. Stephens Danish Lutheran Church, once located on Broad Street in Perth 
Amboy. One of his earliest jobs was playing the organ for background music for 
silent movies shown at the Ditmas Theater in Perth Amboy.  Rolf lived to be 102 
years old and always retained his love for music. 
 
                                                                                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ditmas Theater Perth Amboy NJ 
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Ernie Christophersen played the organ at St. Stephen’s in Perth Amboy for over 
25 years.  He spread his musical talents all over the local communities.  He had 
his own accordion school. Ernie was a regular feature at the Maple Tree Inn. He 
had the honor of playing at the Danish Crown Prince’s visit in the 1930s. 
 

He too played at special Danish 
gatherings.  One would always see him 
at his best with his accordion playing to 
a delighted audience.  DANE is very 
proud to have his original accordion on 
display at the Museum. 
 
These are just a few of many Danes 
who have brought music to our lives.  
Sit back and listen the next time you 
attend a Danish or Scandinavian 
happening.  You might be surprised to 
hear a waltz, a gallop, a polka or even 
that special tango composed or played 
by a Dane. 
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Can you help identify any of these photos? 

We have a number of wonderful photos in our collection where we do not know 
who is in the picture!  Can you help identify anyone in these photos? (Many 
thanks to Janice Grace for managing our photo collection!)  Please contact us at 
danenj@aol.com if you can help. 
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Danish Settlement in Western New York 
by Wendy Hansen Hudson 

 
We recently discovered that there was a Danish settlement in the town of 
Jamestown in Chautauqua County, New York – the westernmost county in New 
York. There were a number of men from the island of Bornholm in Denmark that 
settled in Jamestown circa 1857.  There were a number of Swedes in that area, 
and later there were a large number of Danes in Erie, Pennsylvania which is 
about 50 miles west of Jamestown. Jacob Riis visited Jamestown during the 
winter of 1870-1871.  The Danes in Jamestown were involved in the ship 
building, carriage painting, wagon making, and blacksmith businesses. 
 
This settlement in Jamestown is interesting because it is an early Danish 
community in the eastern United States and almost all of the Danish immigrants 
were from Bornholm. 
 
You can read more about this community and the Danish settlers at: 
http://www.jamestownswedes.org/ 
 

 

Web site issues… 
 
About 6 months ago, our website provider (rootsweb/ancestry) had a technical 
issue with all their websites and closed down the websites to repair the issue.  
They have given us no status on when the DANE website will be back.  We are 
looking into other options and will let everyone know when we are back on line.  
Sorry for being unavailable.   
 
Until we are back on line, please email us at danenj@aol.com with any questions 
or issues. 
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Nordlys: Music from the Nordic Countries 
by Vibeke Aagesen 

 
 

In the afternoon of this past March 11, the Westminster Conservatory of Music 
and the Westminster Choir College, in Princeton, New Jersey presented a faculty 
recital at the Bristol Chapel on the campus:   Nordlys: Music from the Nordic 
Countries.     
 
The program consisted of orchestral, vocal and piano performances of selections 
of classical as well as popular music.   Well known works of classical composers 
Carl Nielsen, Edvard Grieg, Jean Sibelius, Christian Sinding among others were 
performed.   Popular music was  represented by a medley of traditional Danske 
Folkesange  that famous  Victor Borge  (The Danish Clown Prince)  arranged 
and often performed in concerts;    Kai Normann Andersen,  a  prolific Danish 
composer of film scores and music for stage revues and dramas between 1930 
and 1965 was honored by performance of  an uplifting song from the early 1940s 
during the German occupation (well known by me who grew up with most of his 
music).   A six handed piano rendition of ABBA’s Bjorn Ulvaeus and Benny 
Andersson’s Mama Mia was performed, and music played on the Hardangfele 
was included as well.   
 
The principal arranger of the concert  was a fourth generation Dane Michael 
Jacobsen, assisted by his wife Danielle Sinclair, a soprano,  both teachers at 
the Conservatory.   Michael teaches piano and Danielle voice.   Both of them 
performed in the concert as well.    
  
Along with 15 or so Danish and other Scandinavian friends I was fortunate to be 
able to attend the concert.    It was wonderful.   It was a  great success.    
Performances were excellent.   Such talented performers.  Some of the  popular 
music selections, not often heard in this country, brought back  musical 
memories to some of us.   It was very well attended, and I hope that Michael and 
Danielle will arrange a similar performance in a foreseeable future.  
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 DANE meetings: 
- June, July 2018 – no meeting 
- August  2018 - TBD 
- September 9, 2018 – TBD  
- October 21, 2018 – Archive work day 
- November 18, 2018 – Archive work day 
- December 1, 2018 – Julemarked/Holiday market 
- December 16, 2018 – Julefest/Christmas party 
 
 
Nordøst is the official publication of DANE – Danish Archive North East. It is 
published quarterly. DANE is a 501(c)(3) licensed non-profit organization with 
offices at 855 New Durham Road, Edison, NJ 08817. 
 
It is licensed under the New Jersey Charities Registration Act. No warranty, 
either expressed or implied is offered for any losses due to the use of any 
material published in Nordøst. The material is offered for informational purposes 
only. © Copyright 2016 DANE 
 
Web page: http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~njdane/index.html  
(Our web page server is currently down,  so our webpage is off line for a while. 
The server will come back or we will locate a new home for the DANE webpage.) 
Email: danenj@aol.com 
Phone: 732-287-6445 
 
Board of Directors 
Agnes Jespersen-Hagmueller, President 
Hans Christian Svane, Vice-President 
Wendy Hansen Hudson, Secretary and Treasurer 
Vibeke Aagesen 
Janice Grace 
Ken Nielsen 
Chris Pedersen, Jr. 
 

 
DANE has membership in: 
 Museum of Danish America, Elk Horn Iowa 
 Danish American Heritage Society 
 New Jersey League of Historical Societies 


