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             February 2022 
 

 
 
 
We hope that all are healthy and doing well. 
 
In this issue of Nordøst, we have an article on Danish night sweaters and an 
article on a Perth Amboy sports hero – in two different sports!  
 
Two great articles on our Danish culture and history. 
 
Enjoy! 
 
 

Danish Night Sweaters (Nattrøie) 
by Nancy E. Cox 

 
Danish night sweaters were solid color knitted garments generally with a star 
motif, worn by women until near the end of the 19th Century in Denmark.  
Although called night sweaters, they were also worn during the day.   
 
The knowledge I have comes primarily from the excellent book Traditional 
Danish Sweaters: 200 Stars and other Classic Motifs from Historical Sweatersi by 
Vivian Høxbro, translated from Danish into English in 2019 by Trafalgar Square 
Books, North Pomfret, Vermont.  It was originally published in Danish as Strik 
danske stjernetrøjer.  Although the book includes knitting patterns that Høxbo 
has designed for today’s hand knitter, the book also provides a wealth of 
historical information that even the non-knitter with interest in Denmark would 
appreciate.   
 
If you happen to think about Scandinavian and Nordic knitting, what possibly 
comes to mind:  Norwegian ski sweaters (Dale of Norway for one); Swedish and 
Icelandic yoked patterns, and of course Fair Isle designs from the Shetland Isles.  
I was drawn to this book as I wasn’t familiar with any knitting style connected to 
Denmark.  As it turns out night shirts were specific to Denmark.  They were a part 
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of regional dress.  As Høxbro writes in this book, according to Helen Strange, a 
Danish author and knitter (1874-1943), they were worn until the 1860’s.  After the 
late 19th Century wearing what we’d consider “folk dress” went out of style 
including the night sweater.   
 
Enter Vivian Høxbro.  She has researched the surviving examples of night 
sweaters in regional museums in Denmark.  She writes that most of the sweaters 
are in the museums in Falster and Lolland.  The only one known to exist in the 
US is at the Nordic Heritage Museum in Seattle.  (I don’t know if it’s on display).   
 
Unlike other traditional Nordic knitting, which creates design by a colored pattern 
in stockinette stitch, Danish night shirts were solid color; primarily red or green, 
some in black or blue.  They were knit in the natural wool and then taken to dye 
houses to be dyed.  What makes them distinctive was that the design was knit 
into the sweater.  The star design seems ubiquitous, yet there is variation in the 
stars, too.  Høxbro also includes patterns for 200 other motifs that might have 
been knitted in conjunction with the star pattern to complete the sweater 
construction.  
 
The modern knitting patterns in the book reflect the fact that today we are much 
larger than the typical Danish woman of the 19th century would have been.  The 
sweaters in the museums are short and not very wide.   
 
Although this book is a wealth of Danish heritage knitting, I consider Høxbro a 
very contemporary handknit designer.  She is one of quite a few prolific and 
popular Danish knitwear designers.  If you would like to learn more from Vivian 
Høxbro herself, and see examples of Danish nightshirts, I suggest you watch 
Episode 110 of “Fruity Knitting” on You Tube.  There is an in-depth interview with 
Høxbro.  In Episode 110 there is also a segment filmed on Fanø during their 
“Fannikertage auf Fanø” festival where their folk costumes are explained.  I have 
to say I did a double take when I saw the gentleman on Fanø.  He reminded me 
of my grandfather, Børge Jensen, who was born in Perth Amboy, NJ in 1892 – 
small in stature, round face and fair.     
 
Although you may have different reasons for exploring your family history, crafts 
such as knitting can give you a richer insight – even if you didn’t have the 
proverbial grandmother to teach you how to knit.  I’m mostly self-taught but my 
love of knitting has led me to a better understanding of my Scandinavian and 
Scottish heritage.   
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Jorgen Hansen: Local Sports Hero 
By John Hester 

 

In the late nineteenth- and early twentieth centuries, before the proliferation of 
the automobile into everyday life, most people tended to live their lives close to 
home.  Their jobs, their families, even their entertainment was generally confined 
to a much smaller area than it is for most people today.  This especially applied 
to the working-class men and women of the day. 

It was in this time that a very active and varied sports scene existed in the Perth 
Amboy area.  Places that are now long gone – and long forgotten –were once the 
center of activity and entertainment; places like Wilder Hall, Palace Hall, and 
Washington Hall were the places to go to see shows or a sporting event. 

This was the era of the local sports star, and Perth Amboy had many.  A number 
of these local sports heroes came out of the Danish Sociable Athletic 
Association.  The club gave many Danish immigrant men a place to socialize, 
train, and make a name for themselves in the popular sports of the day.  While 
their daily lives were spent, for the most part, working in blue-collar jobs, their 
evenings were spent entertaining the residents of Perth Amboy, as well as the 
surrounding towns as one team or individual athlete made the rounds. 

One of the more prominent of these was a man 
named Jorgen Hansen.  Beginning in the 
1890’s and continuing on and off until the early 
1920’s, Jorgen gained local fame in two sports, 
bicycling and wrestling.  Much of what we know 
of Jorgen’s athletic career is gleaned from 
newspapers of the day.  While the surviving 
newspapers are very sparse when it comes to 
his earlier cycling career, his wrestling career is 
well documented. 

Jorgen Hansen was born in Søllested Parish, 
on the island of Fyn, on October 26, 1873 

(although his obituary and gravestone incorrectly list his birth year as 1872).  He 
left Denmark for the United States in 1890 or 1891, accompanied by his younger 
sister Maren Dorthea.  The two joined their older sister, Ane Margrethe, who had 
emigrated several years earlier. 

Jorgen married Ida Andersen in 1902, and the couple would have four children, 
although their first son would only live for a brief time; Helen (born 1903); Herbert 
(born 1904, died 1905); Herbert (born 1906) and Hilma (born 1909). 
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By the mid 1890’s, just a few years after 
arriving in the United States, Jorgen Hansen 
was already making a name for himself as a 
champion bicycle rider.  He was the Eastern 
champion in the twenty-five mile bicycle race 
for a decade.  While these championship 
races were held in Milburn, he would often 
compete in local races as well, which would 
often begin at the triangle near what would 
later become Perth Amboy General Hospital. 

Training for Jorgen in his early years would 
involve feats of brute strength.  His physical 
prowess is something that stood out to his 
contemporaries, and is something that is still 
spoken of by his descendants today.  His work at the Guggenheim plant smelter 
on northern State Street (American Smelting and Refining Company) also served 
the purpose of helping to get him into top physical shape. At the time, he was a 
pig lead stamper at the plant, and would work with 100 pound “pigs” of lead, 
which meant swinging a sledge hammer to stamp one side, flip it over, and 
stamp the other side.  One can imagine the amount of muscle Jorgen would build 
by doing this work.  After a day’s work at the plant at 4:00, he would then go out 
and train on his bicycle. 

While details of Jorgen’s cycling career remain elusive, we know that he was still 
competing to one degree or another into the early 1900’s.  On August 26, 1905, 
he won a race that was held by the Danish Sociable Athletic Club in Union 
Grove.  Even by this time, however, Jorgen was being referred to as an “old time 
bicycle rider.”  The race was close, and Jorgen beat his closest opponent by only 
half a wheel.   

Nearly a year later, in August of 1906, we find Jorgen challenging another local 
sports hero, H.P. Hansen, accepting his challenge to a bicycle race.  The course 
was to be twenty five miles, and it seems the purpose of scheduling the race in 
the first place was to help revive the sport in Perth Amboy.  H.P. Hansen said he 
didn’t consider himself to be a bicycle rider, but was willing to take up the 
challenge for the good of the sport.  Unfortunately we don’t know how the race 
turned out, since this appears to be the last bicycle race of Jorgen Hansen’s 
career for which we can find a surviving copy of the Perth Amboy Evening News. 

We have much more information when it comes to Jorgen Hansen’s wrestling 
career. The earliest known match occurred in August of 1903 when Jorgen was 
one of the wrestlers in the preliminary round at Wilder Hall, against Martinus 
Stueppel.  He is listed as having “quite a reputation as a bicycle rider and is now 
gaining fresh honors.”   
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We see him again wrestling in October, once 
again at Wilder Hall.  Jorgen was once again 
wrestling in the preliminary match, with 
another local wrestling star, H.P. Hansen, 
wrestling in the main bout.  Jorgen won two 
out of three bouts against Marinus Stockel. 

By mid-1904, Jorgen’s wrestling career was 
going strong. By then he held the gold medal 
in the Danish Sociable Athletic Club’s 
heavyweight division. Jorgen was the 
headliner by this point, and there appears to 
have been an ongoing rivalry between 
Jorgen and Stockel.   

By 1905, another rival appears on the scene.  
His name was John Larson, a local 
policeman.  Their first known match-up took 
place on December 4, 1905 at the Danish 
Athletic Sociable Club.  Larson did what no 
previous opponent had been able to do – 
give Jorgen Hansen his first defeat on the 

wrestling mat.  Whether or not Larson would eventually gain enough points to 
take the heavyweight medal from Jorgen is not known. 

Jorgen’s wrestling career would continue over the next several years, but in 
1909, it appeared that his wrestling career had come to an end.  He and his 
family moved to Greenwich, Connecticut, where Jorgen began work as a farm 
laborer.     

Although we don’t know how long the Hansen family remained in Connecticut, 
they returned to Perth Amboy within a few years. We see Jorgen reemerge in the 
sports pages in September of 1915, in a match sponsored by the Danish 
Brotherhood Society, when he once again faced John Larson in Washington Hall.  
It seems that Larson had also been idle for some time since it is mentioned in the 
newspaper article that he is reemerging after an absence of several years, as 
was Jorgen.  The match was set for October 11.  The match proved to be a 
remarkable comeback for Jorgen, who defeated Larson in the evening’s main 
match.  His arm lock and scissor hold proved to be too much for Larson who, it 
was said, was not in peak condition for the bout.  
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In December, Hansen and 
Larson were once again 
paired up, this time at 
Palace Hall on Smith Street.  
For the first time in print, we 
see the use of Jorgen’s 
nickname, “Reckless” 
Hansen, something he 
appears to have been 
known by way back in his 
cycling days, but we don’t 
see connected with his 
wrestling career until now.  

The main bout that night 
was not the Hansen-Larsen matchup, but between the light heavyweight of the 
world, Perth Amboy’s Harold Christensen and George Sandele, the “Wild Greek,” 
of New York.  Unfortunately, a sore shoulder kept Larson from competing, days 
before the match, it was speculated that Jorgen Hansen would be paired with 
Chris Jensen, a wrestler from Keyport.  Even up to the night of the big event, 
Jorgen’s opponent was still undecided, with his possible opponent being either 
Jensen, or one of several possible wrestlers from Asbury Park. 

The match, held on December 15, resulted in a sweep for Perth Amboy 
wrestlers, Harold Christensen, Oluf Nielsen, and Jorgen “Reckless” Hansen.   
Hansen’s match was up in the air until the very last minute.  His expected 
opponent, Chris Jensen, couldn’t be reached in time to schedule him as Jorgen’s 
official opponent in the match.  Instead, he decided to announce that he would 
meet anyone with whom Oluf Nielsen, who seems to have been the night’s 
organizer, would match him.  In a twist of irony, Chris Jensen, the wrestler who 
they were unable to reach previously, was in the audience that night and agreed 
to wrestle Jorgen Hansen. 

Jorgen, or “Reckless,” weighed in at 174 and a half pounds, while his opponent, 
weighing in at 182 pounds, had been battling a cold.  Hansen appears to have 
had the advantage from the start.  The newspaper account commented on the 
strength and agility Reckless seemed to have “for a man of his age.”  He had 
Jensen on the mat in three minutes and eight seconds.  The rest of the match 
was hard fought, but Reckless Hansen emerged victorious. 

In March of 1916, Reckless Hansen, “Pride of the Danish A.A.C.,” and John 
Larson, “Pride of the Perth Amboy Police,” were once again matched, although 
they were billed second to Dr Roller, “The Most Popular Wrestler in the World,” 
and Ivan Linow, “The Russian Cossack.”  This bout would be held at Palace Hall 
for the wrestling championship of the county. General admission for this high-
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stakes bout was fifty cents for general admission, one dollar for reserved seats, 
and a dollar fifty for the coveted ringside seats.  It is believed this was the largest 
crowd ever gathered in Perth Amboy to witness a wrestling match with five 
hundred spectators crowded into Palace Hall. 

The Roller-Linow match was undoubtedly the big draw that night, with Roller 
appearing victorious over Linow.  In a telling sign that one era of wrestling was 
coming to an end, the Larson-Hansen match received only a paragraph in the 
description of the night’s event in the Perth Amboy Evening News, with the bulk 
of coverage going to the main bout.  In another sign that an era was passing, 
Reckless Hansen lost to John Larson, with two falls to one. 

Hansen and Larson would next meet in July at the Ferrari Carnival in Perth 
Amboy (the winner of the match is not known).  In January of 1917, they would 
meet again at Washington Hall, this time with Reckless Hansen the winner.   

Considering his age, forty-four, 1917 would prove to be a busy year in the 
wrestling career of Reckless Hansen.  Perhaps as a sign that he was now in the 
later stages of his career, throughout much of the year Reckless mostly fought in 
preliminary matches, instead of the main bout.  He had a match each month from 
August through October of that year.  In November and December, however, we 
see his name appearing in the sports pages, but as a referee and not a wrestler. 

After December of 1917, we find only a few references to Jorgen Hansen in the 
sports pages with matches in June, July and October of 1921.  While Jorgen’s 
wrestling career was gradually coming to a close, we do see him refereeing other 
matches in early 1923.  What may have been the final match in the long career of 
Jorgen “Reckless” Hansen took place on July 12, 1923 when Hansen met “Big 
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Pete” Miller at the Benson Show at City Field.  The match appeared to be a draw.  
In October of that year, Jorgen celebrated 
his fiftieth birthday.   

Jorgen Hansen would occasionally appear 
in the pages of the Perth Amboy Evening 
News after this, but in connection with his 
social interests and not wrestling.  He was 
an active member of the Improved Order 
of Red Men, Po Ambo Tribe, as well as 
the Danish Brotherhood, Thor Lodge. 

Jorgen Hansen died on July 3, 1942 in 
Perth Amboy. 

 

 

John Hester is the great-great nephew of 
Jorgen Hansen   
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Events: 
None scheduled at this time 
 
Nordøst is the official publication of DANE – Danish Archive North East. 
It is published a few times a year. DANE is a 501(c)(3) licensed non-profit 
organization with offices at 855 New Durham Road, Edison, NJ 08817. 
 
It is licensed under the New Jersey Charities Registration Act. No warranty, 
either expressed or implied is offered for any losses due to the use of any 
material published in Nordøst. The material is offered for informational purposes 
only. © Copyright 2022 DANE 
 
Web page: http://sites.rootsweb.com/~njdane/index.html  
Email: danenj@aol.com 
 

Board of Directors 
Hans Christian Svane, Vice-President 
Wendy Hansen Hudson, Secretary and Treasurer 
Vibeke Aagesen 
Janice Grace 
Ken Nielsen 

 
As we look to the future, we plan on continuing the work of DANE that our 
founders began.  Our newsletters will be keeping everyone updated on our 
progress.  
 

 
DANE has membership in: 
 Museum of Danish America, Elk Horn Iowa 
 Danish American Heritage Society 
                                                 
i To learn more about this book go to Amazon and enter the title in the search bar. 


