
 1 

         Nordøst 
                              Danish Archive North East 

    May 2016 
 

 
Hello! 
 
In addition to the President’s Letter, we have articles on S.S. Adams and what is 
happening at the Danish Home.  There is a request from the Danish Archives for 
help with indexing the Danish West Indies (now the US Virgin Islands) records.  
Again, we have some pictures of artifacts in our museum. 
 
Our annual fund raising effort was very successful and we thank everyone for 
their kind and generous support! 
 
If you are in the New Jersey area, please join us for one of the DANE programs 
(schedule at the end of this newsletter). Please visit our website 
(http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~njdane/index.html) to see what we are up 
to. 
 
Enjoy! 
 

 
DANE President’s Message 

 
Kære Venner af DANE, 

“SLÆGTSFORSKNING” that is really a mouthful to say. It the Danish word for 

Genealogy, the gathering of information for your “SLÆGTSBOG” your “Family 

Book”. 

Have you ever thought of gathering facts on your ancestors, relatives and your 

own immediate family? You may find some amazing stories and history that can 

be passed on to future generations. 

Perhaps some of you have already been involved in family genealogy.   Have 

you hit a wall and need some assistance?  Others might like to start. DANE is 

here to help! 
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The Archive has a wonderful collection of biographies and information on Danish 

immigrants who made their new homes in the North Eastern United States. In 

addition there is a museum dedicated to Danish Culture and History.  You would 

be amazed at the many contributions made by Danes over the years.  

We at DANE invite you, your family members and friends to join us in gathering 

and preserving Danish history.  Whether it is sharing your own “Family Tree”, 

helping with collecting stories and photos, or working to organize and record our 

many finds. 

Check out our schedule for the upcoming months. DANE would really continue to 

grow if you can participate. 

Agnes M Hagmueller 
DANE President 
 

 

SØREN ADAM SØRENSEN 
1879 – 1963 

“High Priest of Prank & Merchant of Magic” 
By Agnes Jespersen Hagmueller 

 

Soren Adam Sorensen was born on 24 May 1879 in a town near Arhus, 
Denmark.  He was the son of Hans Sorensen and Sofia Anderson. Father Hans 
was a clog maker who decided to bring his family to the United States where he 
believed there were opportunities to be had.  
 
In the 1900 U. S. Federal Census the Sorensen family was living at 35 Railroad 
Ave. in Perth Amboy, NJ.  They were listed as Hans, head, born in Denmark, 
occupation Saloon; Sophia, wife, born in Sweden; son Soren A, born Denmark, 
occupation: bartender and Annie, daughter, born New Jersey, at school. 

  
In 1904 Soren was employed as a salesman for a firm 
that manufactured dyes. One of the ingredients in the 
coal tar was Dianisdine. Sorensen found that this 
compound caused the plant employees to sneeze. He 
discovered a way to extract it from the dye and called it 
Cachoo. The powder soon came in demand and he 
opened the Cachoo Sneezing Powder Company at 240 
W Front Street, Plainfield NJ in 1906. It was bottled and 
sold for one dollar each. Within three months Sorensen 
had sold over 70,000 bottles. 
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After a few years, the Cachoo novelty ran its’ course and Sorensen went on to 
creating other tricks and magical items. It was at this time he decided to change 
the name of the Company to S.S. Adams Co.  

 
In 1928 Adams, as he was now known, invented 
the “Joy Buzzer”. It was a small device that when 
you went to shake someone’s hand it would vibrate 
and buzz when a button was pushed. 

 
With the great volume of money derived from the 
sales of the “Buzzer” Adams purchased a new 
building at 509 Memorial Drive, Neptune NJ.  It 
was at this location he was able to hire a larger 
staff and prosper even through the years of the 
Great Depression. 
 
In his personal life, Adams married Emily 
Josephine Harrigan in 1915.  They had three 
children, Emily Louise, Joseph Harrigan and 
Gertrude Frances.                                                      S.S. Adams Co. Neptune NJ 
 

In the 1930 U.S. Federal Census the Adams 
family was living in Allenhurst, Monmouth 
County, NJ.  Soren Adams’ occupation was 
listed as manufacturer of tricks and novelty.  
 
One can probably remember coming upon 
one of the SS Adams trick gadgets.  How 
many kids did you know who were fooled by 
one of Adams’ over 650 novelties? His 
inventions, just to name a few, included “The 
Exploding Cigar”,“Dribble Glass”, “Snake in a 
Jam Jar”. “Whoopee Cushion”, “Squirting 
Nickel” and yes many, many others. 
 
Soren Adam Sorensen died in Asbury Park NJ 
on 20 October 1963 at the age of 84 years.                  
      

In 2008 Soren’s grandson, Chris Adams presented DANE with the packaged 
“Life of the Party” which contains several of the S.S. Adams novelties and tricks. 
We were also able to introduce Chris to some family members, Einar Sorensen 
and Marian Meyer. 
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Information Sources:  Chris Adams, Rev. William Rauscher, & Ancestry.com 
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Request from the Danish National Archives 

 

Help revive the history of the Danish West Indies / US Virgin Islands:  

Join as a volunteer! 

 
In 1917, Denmark sold the Caribbean islands of St. Thomas, St. John and St. Croix to the USA 
and they became the US Virgin Islands. However, until then the islands were a colony of 
Denmark for almost 250 years. Uniquely, a huge amount of descriptions, records, letters, and 
illustrations from the islands have been preserved in the Danish National Archives (Rigsarkivet). 
They provide an extraordinary insight into the history for historians, genealogists and ancestors in 
the USA, Denmark and worldwide. In 2017, all these millions records will become available online 
through the website http://www.virgin-islands-history.org/en/  
 
We need your help to make the content of the records searchable. The Danish National Archives 
have launched a crowdsourcing pilot project regarding the records from the Danish West Indies. 
We are now looking for volunteers from Danish-American associations and societies in the USA 
to help us transcribe and translate the records. If you are interested, come join us on the Danish 
National Archives’ crowdsourcing portal https://cs.sa.dk 
 
In 2017, it will be 100 years since Denmark sold St. Thomas, St. John and St. Croix to the USA. 
The website http://www.virgin-islands-history.org/en/ commemorates the anniversary by making 
available the original documents and sources as well as communicating the history of the colonial 
period.  
 
Since 2013, the Danish National Archives have been working on a project to digitally scan all the 
5 million records preserved from the former Danish West Indies. The records are unique in the 
world because they document life in a Caribbean colony in more detail than most other records. 
This is also why many of the records are listed in UNESCOs Memory of the World Register. 
 
You can volunteer as transcriber and/or translator. As a transcriber, it will be an advantage if you 
have some experience with old, handwritten texts. It is not a requirement that you can read 
Danish since some of the texts are in English but it will be an advantage. Likewise, it is not a 
requirement that you can read the obsolete gothic script of eighteenth and nineteenth century 
Danish but it will be an advantage. If you volunteer as a translator, you will of course need to 
have a good command of both English and Danish. Still, do not worry whether your skills are OK 
– just give it a try and see how it works out. 
 
The records included in the crowdsourcing pilot project have been chosen because they are of 
particular importance to genealogist. This is for instance censuses, tax records (Matrikler), land 
registers, muster rolls from the military, reports of births, marriages and deaths, police records 
etc. 
  
If you are interested or have any questions regarding the crowdsourcing pilot project, 
please contact archivist Niklas Thode Jensen at ntj@sa.dk 
 

If you are interested in helping with this, then please email us at danenj@aol.com and we can 
forward you more details or you can contact the Archive directly. 
 

http://www.virgin-islands-history.org/en/
https://cs.sa.dk/
http://www.virgin-islands-history.org/en/
mailto:ntj@sa.dk
mailto:danenj@aol.com
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HAPPENINGS AT THE DANISH HOME, EDISON NJ 

By Agnes Jespersen Hagmueller 
 

The Home’s Board is made up of Delegates and Alternates from the participating 

Danish Brotherhood and Sisterhood Lodges of the East Coast.  On Sunday 

March 13th  the Home Board held its’ annual Convention. At that meeting the 

elected officers were sworn in for the 2016/17 term. 

 

Left - right: George Jacobsen; Eleanor Hjulmand, Trustee; Melanie Madsen, Secretary; 

Joe Billich, Treasurer; Ken Nielsen, Vice Pres.; Agnes Hagmueller, Pres.; Ulla Pedersen, 

Trustee; Helen Kofod, Trustee 

The Home hosted the EGC sisterhood Convention on April 15, 16 & 17. The 

following week the Danish Brotherhood GCEL held their yearly Convention on 

April 23, 23 & 24. 

On Sunday May 1st , following a regular Home Board meeting, there was a 

Memorial Service at 2 PM. At that time all gathered at Mindehoyen (Mausoleum) 

located at the rear of the picnic grove. The Lodges were there to honor members 

who have passed on in 2015. There was also remembrances of all those interred 

in Mindehoyen. 
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Picture of artifacts from the DANE museum 

If you attend one of our meetings or if you are in the area and arrange a time with 

us, then you can see all the other wonderful items in our museum. 
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DANE meetings: 
- May 15 – Meeting cancelled 
- June 26 – Archive work day 
- July & August – no regular meeting 
- August 27 – Special meeting to plan for Harvest Festival – 10 AM 
- September 18 – Harvest Festival 
- October 16 – Danish costume pictures by F.C. Lund 
- November 20 – Archive work day 
- December 3 – Julemarked/Holiday sale 
- December 18 – Julefest/Christmas party 

 
 

Nordøst is the official publication of DANE – Danish Archive North East. It is 
published quarterly. DANE is a 501(c)(3) licensed non-profit organization with 
offices at 855 New Durham Road, Edison, NJ 08817. 
 
It is licensed under the New Jersey Charities Registration Act. No warranty, 
either expressed or implied is offered for any losses due to the use of any 
material published in Nordøst. The material is offered for informational purposes 
only. © Copyright 2015 DANE 
 
Web page: http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~njdane/index.html  
(28,566 visitors since 2002!) 
Email: danenj@aol.com 
Phone: 732-287-6445 
 
Board of Directors 
Agnes Jespersen-Hagmueller, President 
Hans Christian Svane, Vice-President 
Wendy Hansen Hudson, Secretary and Treasurer 
Vibeke Aagesen 
Janice Grace 
Ken Nielsen 
Chris Pedersen, Jr. 
Bob Thompsen 
 

 
DANE has membership in: 

 Museum of Danish America, Elk Horn Iowa 

 Danish American Heritage Society 

 New Jersey League of Historical Societies 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~njdane/index.html

