
  

From Our President 
The value of what Wayne and Warner 

Carlson are accomplishing with their interviews 
of Phelps County veterans has been driven 
home. 

January 9, 2009 Rowland McClymont 
comes to the museum and is interviewed by 
Wayne. Rowland is 92 years old, but the resulting interview is an  

unbelievable history lesson his experiences in World War II.  
Rowland’s mind was sharp as a tack and chock full of dates, places 
and events he experienced in WWII. 

Sadly, on April 22, 2009, less than 5 months later, Rowland 
goes to heaven and is no longer available for interviews. But thanks to 
Wayne and Warner, you can experience his interview and those of 

about thirty others of the “greatest generation” on our large screen 
T.V. located in the Donald O. Lindgren Library in the Nebraska Prairie  
Museum.  

If you or someone you know is a Phelps County WWII  
veteran and would like to be interviewed, please contact the  
Museum. Also contact the Museum if you have an interest in helping 
with the interviews or using your typing or computer skills to add 

titles and other details to the interviews. Or for a real challenging  
project, an interview like Rowland’s could be greatly enhanced with 
the addition of maps and other details. WE LOVE VOLUNTEERS! 
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REMINDER 
The PCHS Quarterly  

Meeting will be held on  
Tuesday, August 11, 2009  

at 7:30 p.m. at the  
Nebraska Prairie Museum. 

Bob Butz, President 

OF THE PHELPS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Please stop by the 
Donald O. Lindgren Library at 
the Nebraska Prairie Museum 
to view all of the WWII  
veteran interviews. The new 

library addition and big screen 
T.V. makes it easy viewing. 
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Historic Post Plum Creek in 

Phelps County, Nebraska 

 by Sandra Slater 

PART I 

This event of our Phelps County history oc-

curred nine years before Phelps was a Nebraska 

County and three years before Nebraska became a 

state. The United States was in the middle of the 

Civil War. Along the Overland Trail and what is 

now Phelps County, the military was fighting  

Indians. 

The location of the Plum Creek Post was on 

the section line of 8 and 9 in what is now Westside 

Township. This was also the location of the Plum 

Creek Stage Ranch and just south of this location is 

where the Plum Creek Cemetery is now located. It 

may have been that the cemetery started around the 

time that Plum Creak Post started, as there were 
several deaths from Indian attacks during 1864 to 

1866. 

In an interview in 1919, William Dilworth 

tells about his father Caleb Dilworth homesteading 

this section of land in 1872. “When my father first 
saw the land which he afterwards homesteaded, he 

saw five hundred or more Pawnees on their annual 

hunting trip to the Republican Valley. We used to 

have some of the Indians along every winter for a 

number of years. They would trap along the river 

and hunt deer. They were always very friendly and 

caused no trouble, except by their excessive begging. 

There had been a military station at that point called 

Plum Creek and also a stage station. The ruins of the 

old adobe barns and buildings were still in existence 

when I first went there.” 

Dilworth stated, “The first State Auditor, 

John Gillespie, was situated at this point during the 

war and he told us a number of instances relative to 

his work at that point.” 

Lieutenant John  

Gillespie 

John Gillespie was 

born in 1831 at Harrison 

County OH. The 1860  

Nebraska Federal Census  

indicates that John Gillespie 

was residing at Brownville, 

Nebraska, his occupation listed as a clerk at age 23 

years old. John Gillespie enlisted June 13, 1861 in 
Brownville, Nebraska in company C, Nebraska 1st 

Calvary Regiment and transferred to Co. S,  

Nebraska 1st Calvary, November 6, 1863 and mus-

tered out in July of 1865. He was Acting Assistant 

Quarter Master at Post Plum Creek 1864-1866. He 

married Sarah D. Rugg about 1860 who also served 

in the military as a nurse. They had five children. 

After his service at Post Plum Creek, he  

became the first State Auditor for the Nebraska  

Territory. He was on the committee to decide where 

the Nebraska State Capitol was to be located in  

Nebraska. He first voted for Ashland, on the second 

vote picked Lincoln, which became the capitol on 

August 14th 1867. He was State Auditor for six years 

and resided in Lincoln the rest of his life. He died 

December 19, 1897 and is buried at Wyuka Cemetery 

in Lincoln, Nebraska with his wife and daughter. 

The post was started after the Plum Creek 

Massacre of August 8, 1864. A wagon train was  

traveling along the Overland trail when the Indians 

attacked, killing Frank Morton and 10 other men. 

Several others were captured by the Indians and 

soon released. Nancy Jane Fletcher Morton being 

held the longest for 6 months before the military  

negotiated her release. 

The newly installed telegraph poles had been 

built just prior to the massacre. Our library has a  
(Plum Creek Continued on page 3) 
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microfilm of the messages that were sent to Fort 

Kearny during the massacre event. The last message 

from Col. Summer on August 8th states, “Make no 

delay.  If possible overtake the devils. Send Company 

of men as quick as God can send them. One hundred 

Indians in site of firing on train.” 

Post Plum Creek 

Information about Post Plum Creek came 
from material found at the Don O. Lindgren  

Library. Clyde Wallace donated this material in 

1984. The records came from the National Archives 

ordered by Don Bader of Lexington, Nebraska. This 

document reports the daily activities of the soldiers 

at Plum Creek Post from November 1864 through 

December 1865. Information also was located on the 

internet from a United States Serial Set dated July 

1st to December 31, 1864, Nebraska and Colorado 

territories; indexed by Google. This document  

consists of the military officers reporting about the 

numerous Indian attacks near Plum Creek, the effort 

of the Calvary to protect the freighters, mail stage 

and the building of Plum Creek Post in 1864. 

(Plum Creek Continued from page 2) On November 1, 1864 Plum Creek Post was 

activated with one hundred and five Galvanized  

Soldiers being assigned to the Post. These soldiers 

were Confederate captured soldiers who were given 

the choice of being imprisoned or becoming Union 

Soldiers to fight the Indians on the Overland Trail. 

This post was thirty-five miles west of Fort Kearny. 

Fort Kearny was responsible for the safety of the  
immigrants traveling along the Overland Trail all the 

way to Julesburg, Colorado. Thomas T. Majors, Co. 

C. First Nebraska Cavalry Veteran Volunteers and 

three companies of First Regiment Nebraska Calvary 

Veteran volunteers were at Post Plum Creek. 

The first printed orders found were on  

October 9, 1864. Listings of officers were mentioned. 

Some of the specialized jobs at the post assigned 

were blacksmith, hospital, surgeon, nurse, butcher 

and veterinarian. 

On October 1864, Plum Creek Post rented T. 
P. Thomas’s stables and buildings for government 

purposes. 

 

...Plum Creek to be continued in the next Stereoscope 
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A House Transformed 

 by  Susan Perry 

 

Most of us travel East Avenue here in  

Holdrege at some time and we have watched as the 

house on the corner of 10th and East Avenue has 

been uprooted, set back down, and has had rooms 

added. I used to walk or ride my bike by that house 

every day on my way back and forth to Lincoln 

School. I knew it as "the Roth house" and I often saw 

little Mrs. Roth outside as the years rolled by.   

     Mr. Roth born in 1862,  had moved to  

Holdrege as a young man, and purchased the 3 lots 

for the house in the late 1800s.  His career was spent 

in the areas of real estate, insurance, loans and  

abstracts of title. Over the years he was in business 

with others, and by himself, and his last offices were 

about where Person Law Office is today.   

     There is not much we know about his 

wife, Mary, other than that she was born in 1866 and 

she died in 1945 in the home that had been hers for 

many years. Whether they were married by 1925 

when the house was constructed is not known, but I 

would guess so since she would have been 41 at that 

time.  She and E. A. (Edward Allen) had no children. 

    The house, after she died, was owned by 

Lee and Myrtle Luke.  Their granddaughter, Mary 

Kay Nelson, remembers her grandmother's  beautiful 

gardens. Her grandfather had built a cement walk-

way between each of the plots, and the fence he built 

around the area was decorated with many striking 

hanging  flower pots. Mrs. Luke's supplies and tools 

were kept in the gardening shed, which had been 

Mrs. Roth's chicken coop.  The attractive screened 

in summer house was the scene of dances for the 

teenage grandchildren and friends, and its roof was 

the place for much summer sunbathing. One special 

memento in the kitchen was an indoor planter made 

from green marble which had been saved from the 
soda fountain in the Dale Hotel.  Mary and Clarke 

have used some of these tile for the hearth in the 

home they have built at Plum Creek.  After Mr. Luke 

died in the early 70's, Mrs. Luke resided at  

Methodist Memorial Homes till her death. 

     Succeeding their ownership were other 

loving families till it was again for sale. Another lady 

who had walked by that house as she grew up, Janet 

Skaggs Knuth, had a loving vision for its future. She 

and her husband have put a new basement under the 

structure, added some more living space and have 

replaced the garage which was quite small for  

today's cars, mowers and other needed tools. The 

landscaping enhances the new exterior so that they 

have truly "brightened the corner where they are."   

    Now the work that we cannot see is  

progressing room by room on the interior.  Isn't it 

wonderful when people can have a dream and then 

see it  come true? Thus, one of Holdrege's older 

homes is preserved for a long and bright future.   

 

The Knuth House Today 
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Museum Hosts Local and  

State Quiz Bowls 

The Nebraska Prairie Museum once again 

hosted the Annual ESU #11 Senior High Academic 

Quiz Bowl. Competition was held on the morning of 

April 29, 2009. 

Thirteen teams 

from the ESU 

# 1 1  a r e a  

competed with 
the top two of 

those teams  

participating in 

the Nebraska 

S t a t e  E S U  

Senior High 

Academic Quiz 

Bowl. Those 

two winning teams were Minden and Wilcox-

Hildreth.  

That same afternoon, 26 state-wide teams 

competed at the annual Nebraska State ESU Senior 

High Academic Quiz Bowl which was also held at 

the Nebraska Prairie Museum. The state winners 

were from the Humboldt-Table Rock-Steinauer 

school. 

 

Sports Wall Of Honor 

Four new inductees were placed on the Phelps County Sports Wall of Honor during the annual 

Swedish Days celebration at the Museum on June 19, 2009. Shown in front are Warner Carlson representing 

the Phelps County Historical Society; and Donna 
Harmon, representing her first husband, Everett Nitchie. 

In back are Harold “Charlie” Thorell and Rebecca “Becky” 

Gannon, both of whom were honored; and Bryan Nitchie, 

son of the late Everett Nitchie and Mrs. Harmon. The 

fourth honoree, Don Lindstrom was unable to attend. 

 Please stop by the Nebraska Prairie Museum’s 

Sports Wall of Honor to see and read about their sports 

accomplishments. 

ESU #11’s 1st Place Quiz Bowl 
Team: Minden High School 

ESU #11’s 2nd Place Quiz Bowl Team: 
Wilcox-Hildreth High School 
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Swedish Days 2009 

Harry Dahlstrom’s 90th Birthday Party 

The Nebraska Prairie Museum  

has been busy this summer.  

Below are some photos of our activities. 

Roy Pearson, Del Pearson and Harry Dahlstrom at 
Harry’s 90th Birthday Party 

Little Miss Swede, 
Lauren Titus 

Harry Dahlstrom and  
Sandra Slater 



7 

Movie Theaters of Holdrege 

By Patti Simpson 

 

For the last several months the entire  

community has been watching the Sun Theater with 

anticipation. The changes taking place are amazing! 

Thanks to a group of local citizens calling them-

selves the Strategic Community Investments Group 

LLC, the Sun Theater is shining brightly once again. 

This renovation made me stop and wonder 

just how many different theaters have there been 

here in Holdrege? Well, the list maybe longer than 

you think. 

 

The Gay and Edison Theaters 

Although I could find no advertisements or 

news articles on these two early Holdrege theaters, 

they are listed in the Holdrege Centennial 1883-1983 

Commemorative Souvenir Book. Apparently they 

did exist, but probably did not last very long. 

 

The Sterling Theater 

The first record of a “moving picture” theater 

in Holdrege to be found was a July 9, 1908 news  

article telling about the 

grand opening of “The 
S t e r l i n g  T h e a t e r ”  

located at 315 East  

Avenue. It was to be a 

combination vaudeville 

and moving picture 

show. A Mr. Hilsabeck 

was the manager. 315 

East Avenue is the  

approximate location 

where The East Avenue 

Pub is located here  

today in Holdrege. 

The Empress Theater 

The Empress Theater was opened in  

Holdrege in late 1912 or early 1913 by S. D. Johnson. A 

1914 news article advertised that the Empress  

Theater put on a series of humorous pictures of local 

people with the advice, “See yourself as others see 

you.” That same year the news reported that L. C. 

Severns purchased both the Empress and Crescent 

Theaters and hired Wm. Vollman as operator at the 

Crescent. 

 

The Crescent Theater 

A March 1910 ad shows that The Crescent 

Theater was open for business. A week later a  

January 12, 1911 article told that Mr. C. A. Hilsabeck 

had been the owner of the Crescent Theater for the 

past three years and was selling the business to Mr. 

A. J. Severn of Lincoln. 

Photos show that the Crescent was located 

at 421 West Avenue which is the present site of the 

Sun Theatre. The 1910 ad said, “a high class moving 

picture exhibition that will please and educate you” 

with performances each evening. Admission was 5 

cents for children and 10 cents for adults. G. Alfred 

Borg and his son, Edgar Milton Borg operated the 

(Theaters Continued on page 8) 

Milton Borg in front of The Crescent Theater about 1916 
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Theater lasted until it was sold and merged with the 

Sun Theater in 1937. 

 

The Tower Drive-In 

We can’t have an article on movie theaters 
without including the Tower Drive-In. 

In 1950 

Ervin Coyle built 

the Tower Drive-

In Theatre on 
West Highway 

#23. It was a 

popular place for 

entertainment. Cars would pull into the stalls, roll 

down their windows half way and hook the large 

corded speaker over the window glass. A concession 

building supplied all kinds of food during the movie. 

In 1953 Harold Struve purchased it and in 

1962 sold it to Tom and Marie Sandberg. In 1968 the 

Sandbergs sold it to Kenneth Claypool Theatre  

Circuit and they later resumed ownership in May 

1970. Erwin and Norma Braner then purchased the 

Town Drive-In in June 1971. In 1978 the drive-in 

started a new policy, being open only Friday, Satur-

day and Sunday nights during the drive-in season. 

But like other drive-in theaters everywhere, 

the Tower had a hard time attracting enough people 

to make it profitable, and after 36 years of surviving a 

fire and tornado, the Holdrege Tower Drive-In 

closed on July 26, 1986. 

 

The Sun Theater 

The Sun Theatre was built in 1927 on the 
same location that the Crescent Theater burned 

down at 421 West Avenue. In looking at old photos 

of the Crescent, you can see the front of the build-

ing’s top brickwork that still mirrors the Sun  
(Theaters Continued on page 9) 

C r e s c e n t  

Theater from 

1913 to 1917. 

Unfortu-

nately, records 

tell that the 

Crescent burned 

down in a  

December 1924 

fire. A February 5, 1925 news article told of plans to 

rebuild on the same location, but then a week later 
another news report stated that, Garvin, the owner 

of the Crescent had reported that plans had changed 

and that he wanted to rebuild the Crescent at the 

corner of Fourth and Grant streets on the site then 

occupied by the D.L.D. Tire Shop. Apparently this 

new location did not work out and the Crescent 

Theater was no more. 

 

The Majestic Theater also known as  

The Magic Theater 

An April 7, 1927 news 

article advertised yet another 

new theater opening on East 

Avenue. A contest was being 

held and a prize would be given 

to the person selecting the best 

new name for the theater. The 

new theater was being  

managed by Claude C. Porter of 

Porter Amusement. No exact 

location was given in the  

article, but later articles lead us 

to believe that it was located at 

421 East Avenue – the current 

location of the Real Estate 
Connection. The Magic  

(Theaters Continued from 
page 7) 

Tower Drive-In ca 1970s 
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Theater’s building 

today. Apparently 

the inside of the 

b u i l d i n g  w a s  

destroyed, but the 

brick front shell 
was salvageable. 

In 1927 the 

Sun Theater advertised as being “The Home of High 

Class Photo Plays” and wanted people to watch for 

the opening of their new “wonder pipe organ.” 

In 1928 C. C. Porter left the Magic Theater 

and replaced C. P. Forbes as the manager of the Sun 

Theater. 

In 1930 the news reported that the Sun  

Theater had been closed for four days and had  

reopened with a newly installed upgraded sound 

system. Manager Porter reported in the article that 

now that the “silent” drama has given away to the 

talking pictures, it will be his policy to present only 

the best that can be obtained. 

In 1937 both the Magic and Sun Theaters 

were bought by the Central States Theatre Company 

headquartered in Des Moines, Iowa. It appears that 

the theaters were merged at this time and the Magic 

Theatre closed leaving the Sun Theater the only 

theater in town. It was at this time that C. C. Porter 
sold his share of the business and retired. In 1953  

Erwin Braner became the manager for the Sun. 

A 1957 news article tells of a record smashing 

928 kids attending a free movie at the Sun Theater 

courtesy of the Holdrege Chamber of Commerce. 
Babysitting services were provided for “busy  

mothers getting shopping done.” The next movie 

advertised to be shown was “The Devil’s Hairpin” 

and was described with “the roar and color of the 

world’s fastest sport, sports car racing, its heart-

(Theaters Continued from 
page 8) 

stopping thrills and moving human story behind its 

daredevil drivers will be portrayed in beautiful  

Technicolor and VistaVision.” Later that summer an 

experiment of regular Saturday afternoon matinees 

was tried. A news article reported that some  

mothers had expressed concern at the showing of  

so-called horror 

movies on Satur-
day afternoons 

while Mr. Braner 

reported that he 

needed an aver-

age of approxi-

mately 350 in  

attendance to 

make a reason-

able profit and 

keep the matinees going indefinitely. 

In January 1968 a new screen was installed 

and later that same year in May 1968, the Central 

States Theater Corp sold the Sun to Kenneth  

Claypool Theatre Circuit. Mr. Braner was replaced 

by Kenneth Schultz as manager. Then in May 1970 

Central States Theatre Corp. Resumed ownership 

and in July 1970 sold it to Tom and Marie Sandberg. 

In June 1971, Erwin and Norma Braner purchased the 

business and equipment, and in January 1974 pur-

chased the building itself from Mrs. Blanche Severns. 

The Braners later retired and their daughter, 

Francine Williams began operating the family  

business. The ice storm of January 2006 hit the aging 

Sun Theater hard financially, but the owners  

continued on until the new Strategic Community 

Investments Group LLC stepped up and purchased 
the Sun Theater in December 2008. 

Today the Sun Theater is shining brightly 

again in downtown Holdrege. If you haven’t went to 

a movie here in town lately, it would be well worth 

your while to give it a try! 

June 2009 Open House at the Sun  
Theater. The inside remodel was  

complete, and the outside facelift had 
not yet started. 

A June 19, 2009 photo shows the new 
exterior of the Sun. However, the sign 

has not been given its facelift yet. 



10 

 Phelps County  
Historical Society 
Memorials &  
Honorariums  
April 1, 2009 ~  
July 9, 2009 

 

In memory of Jean Bibbey 

High School Class 1952 

In memory of Marcia Gewecke 

Mr. & Mrs. Rodale L. Emken 

In memory of Dorothy Clinch 

Theone Winkler 

In memory of Rachel Bard 

Theone Winkler 

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Nelson 

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Perry 

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Meyers 

Kathryn Anderson 
Adrianna McClymont 

Bertha S. Waggoner 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Gustafson 

Rose Anderson 

Marcia S. Ross 
Carole Peterson 

Patricia Waller 

Dr. & Mrs. Dale E. Michels 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Vandell 

Lenore E. Gustafson 
Delores Larson 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Hilsabeck 

Hole One Farms Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. Steve A. Cole 

Mr. & Mrs. Don Holen 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Holen 

Cynthia R. Copeland 

Sharon Liljehorn 

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Carlson 
Carolyn Serr 

Mr. & Mrs. William Reiser 
Mr. & Mrs. William Meester 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Gustafson 

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Nelson 

In memory of Evelyn Nelson 

Mr. & Mrs. Terry Clinch 

In memory of Violet Spiker 

Mr. Harry Dahlstrom 

In memory of Rolland McClymont 

Carole Peterson 

Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Westcott 

In memory of Elsie Carlson 

Mr. & Mrs. Kerry Blythe 

Estate Gifts Received 

The Phelps County Historical Society is pleased to announce that it has received two financial 

estate gifts:  

$50,000 from Mr. Eldin Redman’s Estate. Mr. Redman was an Alma, Harlan County, Nebraska 

resident. His generous estate gift is a great tribute to his faith in our Nebraska Prairie Museum and how 

it represents all of Nebraska. 

$35,000 from Ms. Olive Wallander’s Estate. A life-time resident of Phelps County, Olive passed 

away on November 13, 2007 in Bertrand at the age of 93. She and her late husband, Arnold were very  

active in the Bertrand community. Olive’s estate gift is a great tribute to her life here in Phelps County. 

The Phelps County Historical Society’s Board has designated that 80% of these funds received 

shall be placed into the society’s established investment accounts located at The Phelps County  

Community Foundation and Securities America. 

The remaining 20% is placed into the  

Operating and Building accounts of the Historical  

Society. 

Planned estate gifts are most appreciated! If 

you would like more information on how to leave the 

Phelps County Historical Society an estate gift, or how 

the Society can benefit from an estate gift, please  

contact Executive Director, Dan VanDyke at the  

Nebraska Prairie Museum. 
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Executive Director’s Message 

By Dan VanDyke 

 The tourist season is in full swing and the Nebraska Prairie Museum is enjoying 

many visitors who stop to visit. Some come out of curiosity, Holdrege residents bring 

friends and relatives, other visitors spread the word about our wonderful museum, and 

the Nebraska Prairie Museum has become a destination for the vacationer. 

This year from January through June the museum has enjoyed over 3,500 visitors who 

not only come from Holdrege, Phelps County, Nebraska and other states, but from  

different countries such as Spain, Finland, Russia, Sweden, Canada, Scotland, Denmark Germany, Northern 

Ireland, and Africa. 

One recent group of visitors who came to the museum brought home the significance of what our  

collection means to the visitor. Our visitors from Kenya, Africa are farmers who live in a village without  

electricity. When they walked through our agricultural collection the one gentleman who spoke English told 

their Holdrege host family that the farm equipment we have on display as an antique would be used on a daily  

basis in his village in Kenya, Africa.  

Someone’s antique is another person’s treasure or in this case a farmer’s much needed equipment. 

Dan VanDyke 

Some of the Nebraska Prairie Museum’s 
antique farm equipment. 
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Donald O. Lindgren Library  
Projects 

By Ken Mosman 

The Library is currently working on a  

SUPPLEMENT to the Christian Children’s Home 

book published in May 2008.  Progress is slow, but 

new information comes to light from time to time. 

 A another new book project has been started 

regarding Nebraska’s mental hospital population 

from 1880 to 1930. The material is public information 

which is difficult to access because much of the data 

are hand written census records. The project will 

facilitate access and increase the accuracy of the  
interpretation of the census records. Some cemetery 

records exist and they will be added in  

APPENDICES. Another goal of this book is to write 

a narrative history of the mental illness and its  

treatment anticipating that the stigma of mental  

illness will be lessened at all levels of society includ-

ing patients’ family members, medical officials, etc. 

Another project in the planning stage is 

structured autobiographies. The methodology is 

adapted from research and development in the field 

of gerontology. The object to facilitate the writing of 

one’s life history so as to communicate interests,  

beliefs, attitudes, and values to family and  

descendants. It is hoped that many residents will 

participate. Stay tuned for announcements. 

 Library volunteers continue the process of 

retrieving, recording, and disseminating data about 

the history of families 

and individuals in 

P h e l p s  C o u n t y .  
Genealogical help is  

extended to all who visit 

the library. Genealogy 

papers and records are 

welcome. Donations and 

volunteers are always 

needed. 


