
  

From Our President 
Bill Perry has done it again. He has  

completed another great carpentry job for the 

museum. He is responsible for the very attractive 

expansion to the Don O. Lindgren Library and  

Genealogy Research Center. While not all of the 

furnishings and electronics are installed, the end 

is definitely in sight and the results are  

impressive. Please feel free to stop in and see the results and use what is 

already completed. 

In the near future a large monitor will be installed to view  

historical documents, photographs and other digitalized materials. The 

computer associated with this 

monitor will be able to play and 

produce DVDs. Wayne and 

Warner Carlson and the mu-

seum staff are in the process of 

interviewing veterans about 

their experiences and these will 

be available for viewing. Our 

hope is to expand this process 

to include other historical 

events and individuals. We al-

ready have DVDs about Camp 

Atlanta, Thomas Naegele, Dr. 

Brewster, “The Flying Doctor”, Dustin Bowl and Allmand Brothers, Inc. 

We also have microfilm materials for viewing by the public. 

Future plans include eliminating some of the hodgepodge of  

furnishings in the old section and replacing it with new furnishings to 

improve the appearance of this area. The photocopier will be moved to a 

more convenient location. 

Please come let us show you around and make plans on using 

and enjoying this part of the museum. Sandy and her helpers are 
always available to help with genealogy research and advice. 
HOPE TO SEE YOU SOON! 

2/2009 
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John Thorburn 
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Dan VanDyke,  
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Patti Simpson, Stereoscope  
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Monday - Friday,  10 AM to 4 PM 
Saturday - Sunday,  1 PM to 4 PM 

PHONE 
308-995-5015 

WEB PAGE 
www.nebraskaprairie.org 

REMINDER 
The PCHS Quarterly  

Meeting will be held on  
Tuesday, February 10, 2009 

at 7:30 p.m. at the  
Nebraska Prairie Museum. 
Pam Soreide will give the 

program on the “Nebraska 
Memories Project.” 

Bob Butz, President 

OF THE PHELPS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The quarterly meeting program about the  
Nebraska Memories digitization project 
will highlight the partnership between 
the Phelps County Historical Society  
and the Holdrege Area Public Library  

that has brought images of our  
local history to the Internet.  

Pam Soreide will discuss the project,  
demonstrate the capabilities of  

the Nebraska Memories website, and  
introduce participants to both local  

and statewide content. 
You can visit the website at: 

http://www.nebraskamemories.org/ 



2 

Christian Orphan Home Book and 
Museum Display Brings In  
New Information 

by Kenneth Freeman Mosman,  

Sandra Slater and Beverly Frerichs: 

Whatever Happened to Russell 
Ernest Eldridge? 

Russell Ernest Eldridge was probably born 
in Lindsborg, McPherson County, Kansas about 

1910 the son of Samuel R. and Hulda (Erickson) 
Eldridge and grandson of E.J. and Alice Erickson. 
In April 1915 Russell became a resident of the 

Christian Orphan Home (COH) in Phelps County, 
Nebraska where his mother worked. He was re-
leased from the COH January 1924 probably to be 

with his mother who lived in Holdrege. In the 
Spring of 1933 he joined the Civilian Conservation 
Corps and left for Roseburg, Oregon to fight forest 

fires. 

On 29 August 1933 a notice in the Roseburg 

News-Service indicated that Russell had died while 

fighting a forest fire. He had consumed an exces-
sive amount of ice water that caused an obstructed 

bowel leading to this death. His body was interred 
in Prairie Home Cemetery in Holdrege. Russell and 
his brother, Robert, were interred there with their 

mother who died in 1942. 

 

Calvin B. Darnell’s 
Children’s Home Ties 

Calvin B. Darnell lives at Grand Rapids, 

Minnesota with his wife Eileen (High) Schroeder. 
He is very much a part of the history of Phelps 
County, Nebraska. In 1936 he was a thirteen year 

old resident of the Christian Children’s Home.  His 
parents were Lester Cuvelier and Sarah (Burger) 

Darnell.  Calvin’s ancestral lineage, Lester C. Heze-
kiah, O. Anderson, Samuel M., and James extends 

eastward to Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, and North 
Carolina. 

 

Supplement Now Being Written 

Russell Eldridge’s story and the Darnell 

Family story above are two of those emerging from 
new research now being written about those indi-
viduals who went from disadvantaged homes as 

children for care in the COH. These stories will be 
included in a SUPPLEMENT to the May 2008 

book: Surname Index of the Former Residents of the  

Christian Orphan’s Home and the Christian Children’s 

Home of Phelps County, Nebraska, 1889 to 1954. 

 

For information about your Phelps County 

ancestors or more information on the supplement 
being written, please contact Sandra Slater at the 
Don O. Lindgren Library, Box 164, Holdrege,  

Nebraska 68949.   

The Don O. Lindgren Library is a major  

conduit of human history into and out of Phelps 
County. 
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Congregational Church  
Had Short County History 

Holdrege Daily Citizen ~ April 12, 1977 

By Lorena Smith  

Although historical data seems to point out 
that Phelps Center, Loomis, and Holdrege were 
predominantly Swedish Settlements, there remains 

a clear record that there were people of many other 
nationalities who had a hand in shaping the  
communities through the middle of Phelps County. 

The 1885 census records available through 
the State Historical Society show that a family of  

Coleys in and near Garfield Township were a part 
of the farming settlers. Their home coun-
try was listed only as France. Jonas, age 

33, was a farm hand and boarder in the 
Wm. William home. Zephia Coley had 
90 acres of tilled ground, 30 acres of old 

fields, 10 acres of mown hay, five horses 
and 31 swine. 

Zephrin Coley had been born in 
France in 1852 and was one of the first to 
file for homestead on the quarter south of 

the area which later became Loomis. He 
was not married and took his own life in 
May 1888. 

Also from France was Julius  
Chapin, who was 34 years old at the time 

of the census. He raised a lot of Poland 
China hogs, while his wife, Mary, who 
came from Missouri, ran the Chapin  

Hotel in Loomis. They had a son who was also 
named Julius, born in the Phelps county area. 

Andrew Frazer, who was born in Scotland 
in 1856, came to the Phelps county in 1878.  
Margaret Smyth Morrison was born in County An-

trim, Ireland in 1840 and died in the Loomis area in 
1913. Mrs. George Renker, who was born  

Margaret Rohrbacker in Rhyn Byern, Germany in 
1828, died at the home of her daughter, Mrs. George 

Payne, in Loomis in 1922. 

John Johnette was born in Tirol, Austria, 

and came to Phelps county in 1889. He was the  
father of Mrs. Rena Nelson, who lived on a farm 
north of Loomis. 

Meta Caroline Deliefs was born in Schlewie 
Holstein, Denmark, and came to this country to 

become Mrs. Charles Bertrand. A sea captain 
named Frederick Brown settled a mile east of  
present Holdrege city limits in 1877. He was from 

Finland. 

Ed English came to the United States from 

Herefordshire, England at the age of 17. He lived 
with his family in the Westmark area of Phelps 

County. His daughter, Mrs. Frank (Mary) Cole, 
still lives in her own home in Loomis. 

Robert Weissenfluh originally came from 

(Church Continued on page 4) 

ONLY FEW YEARS - The Congregational church at Loomis saw only 
27 years of activity during its lifetime of service 1898-1925. The parsonage  
(to the right) had just been remodeled in 1915 when this picture was taken.  
It remains at the corner of Saxon and Pacific Streets in Loomis in 1977,  
but the Lot on which the church was erected is now the residential place of  
Cliff Nybergs. 
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Switzerland. He made a dent in the history of  

Loomis with his years of work laying most of the 
cement sidewalks in the town. His daughters, Eula 
and Thelma, are residents of Loomis yet today. 

Those named are just a few of the varied  
nationalities, other than Swedish, who helped build 

our county. Each left his mark in his own way, but 
one who made a unique contribution to the  
religious growth of the southwestern part of Phelps 

county is a man from Wales who has come and 
gone, and the results of his work in establishing a 
church are recounted in historical notes. He  

organized the Congregational group of worshipers. 

His name was Robert Pierce and he was 

born in Rhys Cays, Flintshire, North Wales in 1842. 
His father, Deacon William Pierce, was drowned in 
a mine disaster in 1862, leaving his mother with 

seven children. Robert was 20 at the time and  
married Sarah Edwards the same year. Together 
they came to America in 1869, settling in  

Wisconsin. 

Fifteen years later, Robert became an  

ordained Congregational minister and came to 
Phelps county to homestead in the Urbana area 
(south of Loomis, or about 10 miles southwest of 

Holdrege). 

Already settled in the Urbana community 

were other Welshmen who had come to the U.S. to 
escape the hard mining work: Richard Griffith from 
Mertyn Tydvil, Wales, in 1882, and David Griffith 

from Cefn, Wales. 

Rev. Pierce organized a Sunday school class 

and they met in the sod schoolhouse. Richard  
Griffith donated half an acre of his land as a site for 
a church and it was here that the Urbana  

Congregational church came into being, eventually 
developing into an organization of 200 members. 

In 1886 a Sunday School and church group 

(Church Continued from page 3) was organized in Bertrand. Rev. Pierce traveled 
nine miles each way for services every Sunday,  

using a lumber wagon as a means of transportation. 
They gathered in the unfinished elevator of Wirt 
and Barbour until a church was built, sometime 

about 1891. 

Services were first conducted in the Welsh 

language, and it is said that Robert Pierce was 42 
years old before he preached his first sermon in 
English. He preached at Keystone, Rock Falls, and 

other places in southwest county, using an empty 
store building or sharing the Swedish church as the 
place of worship in Loomis. 

In 1898 the Congregationalists built their 
own church on Lots 1 and 2, Block 10, in the  

original town of Loomis on Saxon street, faring 
well enough in the first years of growth to build a 
small square house north of the church for the use 

of the minister. 

News items in the local newspaper revealed 

that in September 1914 there was a lawn social at 
the home of Mrs. Margaret Lappart for the benefit 
of the Ladies Aid of the Congregational church. 

The Loomis Concert band played during the  
refreshment period. In July of 1916 the church 
members had a picnic at the Cobb Gove east of 

town, and the men enjoyed pitching 
“quates” (which must have been something like 
horse-shoes - we couldn’t find the word in the  

dictionary). Lynn Snodgrass pitched the only 
ringer and was given an extra chicken bone for so 
doing. 

In December of 1915 A. J. Falk of Holdrege 
came to Loomis to repair the parsonage, putting in 

a new foundation, raising the roof and putting new 
windows, and adding a porch which extended 
along the east front. An addition was built to the 

(Church Continued on page 9) 
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The Don O. Lindgren Library  
Addition is Almost Complete 

 by Sandra Slater 

After many months of planning the library 
addition will soon be completed! There are many 

who have worked tirelessly to make this become a 
reality. Ken Mosman who has spent many hours in 

our library to collect information on the Christian 
Children’s Home book gave the first donation for 
the library addition. Roy and Mary Pearson also 

gave a large donation to make sure that there 
would be enough funds to complete the addition 
including funding for a flyer to promote the geneal-

ogy library. There were several others who also  
donated to the library, but these two were our  

largest contributors. All these donations were  
instrumental in completing this addition. We 
thank you all. 

 Also thanks to the Phelps County  
Historical Society board and their President, Bob 

Butz; Museum Administrator, Dan VanDyke who 
has oversaw the building of the library; Bill and 
Susan Perry who built, varnished and painted the 

library addition and Warner Carlson and Marvin 
Klassen who also helped paint. 

 The library addition will have another 
function as a meeting room for small groups. We 
invite you to visit the library anytime the museum 

is open. The library staff is there to assist you on 
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons from 1:00 p.m. to 
5:00 p.m. 

 

The Don O. Lindgren Library Staff: 
 Sandra Slater Ada Hinson 
 Lourie Johnson Ben Boell 
 Virginia Lindstrom Martha Tweety 

 Rose Ann Messersmith Renate Emken 

 Mary Hammond Susan Perry 

New entrance to the Don O. Lindgren Library 

The Don O. Lindgren Library Addition 

Expanded bookshelves in the Don O. Lindgren Library 
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Orphan Train Story Includes  
Phelps County 

 By Sandra Slater 

 We know the Orphan Train came to  
Holdrege two times, however, there may be other 

accounts that haven’t been documented. 

 Some years ago a woman from Oregon 

state came to the library at the museum requesting 
information about her father who had told her he 
had been one of the children dropped off at  

Holdrege, Nebraska from the Orphan Train. She 
told me he would never talk to her about his  
experience. At that time I only knew of one small 

article about the Orphan Train stopping in  
Holdrege. I located the article and there in the  
listing was her father’s birth name and the family 

in Phelps County that took him into their home.  
She cried as she read this small bit of family history 
about her father. 

 Since then we 
have found additional 

articles and are still  
collecting additional 
information. I have been 

asked more than once if 
any of the Orphan Train 
children were taken to 

the Christian Children’s 
Home here in Holdrege. 
I have never found a 

connection between the 
two. 

Th e Or pha n 
Train history cover’s a 
span from 1854-1929. During that time over 

200,000 children were placed in foster homes 
throughout the Midwest. The Children’s Aid  
Society in New York City initiated the program in 

an attempt to find wholesome homes for orphaned 
children. Some of these children also went to  

Connecticut, Vermont, Illinois, Virginia and Texas 
and by the time the program ended, the youngsters 
were scattered throughout America.  

Many of these children were not orphaned, 
but their parents were unable to take care of them. 

Many immigrants coming to America spent all 
their money getting here and this impoverished the 
family. If one parent died, there was no one to care 

for the children while the single parent found 
work. Out on the streets the boys lived in groups 
and survived by selling newspapers, apples and 

pencils. The girls sometimes sold their bodies to get 
food. They slept wherever shelter could be found. 

The Christian Aid Society was overcome 
with so many neglected children living on the New 
York streets, determined that these children would 

have a better chance if homes were found  
elsewhere. 

 Rail Cars transport-
ing cattle to New York were 
swept out and straw was 

placed on the floors for the 
children to sleep. Over a pe-
riod of three to five months, 

children would travel from 
New York to points west 
and south hoping that 

someone would take them 
into their home. 

 A story from “Family 
Stories from Hamilton 
County, Nebraska” tells of 

two brothers Fred and 
Howard Engert, age six and three respectively, 
were placed on an Orphan Train in 1925. They were 

(Orphans Continued on page 7) 

Orphan Train Resources  

The Holdrege Public library has  

several books about the Orphan Train 
experience. Below is a list of some of 

the books on their shelf. 

  “Orphan Train Rider” 

  “One Boys Story” 

  “The Story of Charles Lor” 

  “Tears on Paper” 

  “We Rode the Orphan Train” 



7 

born in Canadiagua, New York to Frederick and 

Irene Engert. Their father gave them up because of 
abuse in the family. The boys have little  
recollection of events preceding their departure. 

“Today, Howard remembers the ride with ‘hard 
seats’, biscuits for breakfast, and sandwiches the 
remainder of the day.” Fred is sure he has blocked 

out many memories. Confused and unhappy, these 
children were given, perhaps, their only chance for 

survival. At preplanned destinations with ministers 

and townspeople, the children were taken from the 
train to areas in town where they were ‘viewed’ 
and ‘Chosen’ or not chosen. People were allowed to 

check arms, legs and spines of these children for 
ability of hard work.  

Mr. J. W. Swan, agent of the Children’s Aid 
Society of New York, and state agent for Nebraska 
partnered with the Nebraska Methodist  

Conference. He was agent at least from 1908 to 
1927.  The Holdrege Newspaper carried an article 
on July 23, 1908 announcing that Mr. Swan had  

arrived in Holdrege the day before to make arrange-
ments for the Orphan Train to stop for the first 
time in Holdrege on July 31, 2008. The distribution 

(Orphans Continued from page 6) point was to be at the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 

“The children will be at the church for  
inspection of anyone interested directly or  

indirectly.  They will range from ages of four to 
twelve years.” 

  

Holdrege Progress ~ August 12, 1908 

Twelve Orphans Distributed Here 

Two Boys Left for  
Anyone Wishing to 

Adopt Them 
Agent Swan is pleased 

  

“Agent J. W. Swan departed for his 
home at University Place yesterday 
morning on No. 6, after having 

placed in families in this vicinity 
either permanently or temporarily, 
twelve of the fourteen orphans he 

brought here last week for distri-
bution to those who wished to adopt children. 
Two boys, Harold McNeish, age nine and Andrew 

McNeish, aged six were left here in charge of Miss 
Hill, who accompanied the children here from New 
York State. If not taken today or tomorrow the 

boys will be taken away by her. Anyone wishing to 
adopt one of them should see the local committee. 

“This is the first time Mr. Swan has ever 
come this far west in the state with these orphans, 
his trip here having been in the nature of an 

|experiment. He was well pleased with the ready 
response the Holdrege people gave to his work and 
now contemplates taking a group of children  

farther west on the main line, probably Cambridge. 

(Orphans Continued on page 8) 
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rear, and the outbuildings on the alley were torn 

down. 

In 1918 they found themselves without a 

pastor and after consultation with the only other 
existing English worshipping church in Loomis at 
that time (The Methodists), it was decided to put 

the problem up for a popular vote of the members 
of both churches - whether they preferred to  
worship as one or separate units. Ballots were 

dropped in a box at the Loomis post office. It was a 
73-44 vote in favor of combining services with the 
Methodist church. 

Finally in 1925, the original organization of 
Congregationalists was disbanded and the trustees 

R. Morrison, L. Peck, James McClymont, and Pearl 
Nelson ordered an auction of the church building. 
E.R. Havard of near Holdrege bought it, tore it 

down, and hauled the lumber to his farm where he 
used it for farm structures. 

The bell was sold to the Swedish church for 
$25 and it was used by them for 34 years before 
their church burned in 1959. The bell was the only 

thing saved in the fire and in 1970 it was mounted 
on a cement base south of the new church building, 
where it remains today, as a memory of the past. 

For many years, the lot on which the  
Congregational church stood was vacant, and then 

a dwelling was built there, now owned and  
occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Nyberg. The  
original core of the parsonage is still there, with 

many remodelings and owners through the years. It 
is now the home of Mr. and Mrs. Marion 
Croutcher. 

Among the twenty or more religious groups 
who meet in established churches in Phelps county 

today, there remains no congregational sect. 

(Church Continued from page 4) Executive Director’s 
Message 

By Dan VanDyke 

 The Nebraska Prairie 
Museum has presidential 

m e m o r a b i l i a  i n c l u d i n g  
campaign buttons, an embroi-

dered floral lace gown worn to the White House 

reception and a photo of a presidential candidate 
campaigning in Holdrege.  

The first campaign 
button used was in 1896 for 
McKinley / Roosevelt. The 

button has the picture of 
McKinley and Roosevelt on it 
with the campaign slogan, 

“four more years of the full 
dinner pail.” The Democratic 
candidates were William 

Jennings Bryant and Adlai Stevenson. The button 
collection is in the military/agriculture room. 

 On February 12, 1912 
Martha Ballentyne of  
Holdrege was invited to 

the White House recep-
tion of President and Mrs. 
Taft. Mrs. Ballentyne 

wore an embroidered floral gown that is in one of 
the period display rooms at the museum.  

The Holdrege Central House Hotel was the 
site of a campaign stop on October 1, 1900 for  
candidate Theodore Roosevelt. The news print 

picture can be seen in the Holdrege Room display. 

January 20, 2009 will be the inauguration of 

the 44th President of the United States, Barrack 
Obama. Hopefully history will record that this 
time we the people had formed a more  

perfect union. 

Dan VanDyke 
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 Phelps County His-
torical Society Me-
morials & Honorari-
ums  
October 9, 2008 ~ De-
cember 31, 2008 
 

In memory of Ruben Swanson 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Harden 

Lavonne Schuller 

Edna M. Suhr 

Robert W. High 

In memory of Larry Johnson 

Mr. & Mrs. William Johnson 

In memory of Charles Gabus 

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Perry 

In memory of Kenny Olson 

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Perry 

In memory of Melvin Johnston 

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Anderson 

In memory of Sharon Johnson 
Glenda Nelson 

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Aten 

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Lindstrom 

Mr. & Mrs. Warren Jacobson 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Harden 

Mr. & Mrs. Ivan Samuelson 

Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Erickson 

Anonymous 

Joanne Carlson 

In memory of Deron Harden 

Mr. & Mrs. William Harden 

Florence Skallberg 

In memory of Sara Olson 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Perry 

Mr. & Mrs. Ivan Samuelson 

Mr. & Mrs. James Ostgren 

In memory of Gladys Bartsch 
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Westcott 

William Johnson 

In memory of Bernice Holen 
Mr. & Mrs. Ivan Samuelson 

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Lofquist 

In memory of RoDonna Harden 

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Anderson 

Glennys McPhilimy 

Mr. & Mrs. Dick Messersmith 

Mr. & Mrs. Duane Long 

Mr. & Mrs. Warner Carlson 

Mr. & Mrs. Dean Anderson 

Mr. & Mrs. Ivan Samuelson 

Clark Lindholm 

Mr. & Mrs. Roger Allmand 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Waller 

Mr. & Mrs. Wilbur Black 

Harry Dahlstrom 

Jane Quinn Dahlstrom 

Mr. & Mrs. Ross Winz 

Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Scoville 

Joan Burbach 

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Lindholm 

In memory of Lloyd Erickson 
WP & CK Nelson 

Mr. & Mrs. Cecil Lindstrom 

Mr. & Mrs. Randall Hock 

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Anderson 

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Johnson 

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Hendrickson 

Mr. & Mrs. Duane Long 

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Perry 

Mr. & Mrs. Darryl Olson 

John Olson, Warner, Mary Beth, 

Jeff and Robin From New Jersey 

and Pennsylvania 

In memory of Gary Johnson 
Mr. & Mrs. WP Nelson 

In memory of Delbert Wallander 
Mr. & Mrs. WP Nelson 

In memory of Doris & Dempsey 

McNiel 
Anonymous 

In memory of Dick Jensen 
Mr. & Mrs. Duane Long 

Mr. & Mrs. Sam Stroup 

Mr. & Mrs. Warner Carlson 

Mr. & Mrs. Dean Anderson 

Harry Dahlstrom 

Mr. & Mrs. Roger Allmand 

Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Westcott 

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Lindstrom 

Dennis Fulk 

Mr. & Mrs. Wilbur Black 

Sandra Samuelson 

Joan Burbach 

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Slater 

In memory of Bruce Christensen 

Mr. & Mrs. Warner Carlson 

Keith Weaver Health Update 
 

As most of you already know, on Monday, January 5th 

our Museum’s Maintenance Superintendent, Keith Weaver 
took a fall at the Museum and seriously injured his left leg. 

We are happy to report that Keith is now out of the hospital 
and is recuperating at home. Keith says he is using a walker 

right now as he is not allowed to put any weight on his leg. 
The doctors told him it will take two to three months to 

heal. 

Cards and well wishes can reach him at 112 5th Ave. 

here in Holdrege. We all wish Keith a speedy recovery! 
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Charitable Challenge Update  
Now for an update on the Charitable  

Challenge. We have completed our new sound  

system which includes a new projection unit, CD 

player, soundboard, speakers and screen. The  

heating and cooling system have been upgraded, 
the Library expansion has been completed and the 
new shelves are in. Work on the driveway and 

parking area is also completed. We still have a few 
things on the “Wish List,” like a new lighted  
entrance sign for the museum out by the highway. 

Again, we wish to thank all who donated to 
the Challenge and continue to donate to the on-

going work that is a constant out here at the mu-
seum. Whether it be funding or volunteering, all 
interest is sincerely and greatly appreciated. 

Thank you - 

The Nebraska Prairie Museum 

Phelps County Historical Society   
Membership Form 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS: LIFE MEMBERSHIP: 
Single Membership - $20 $____________ Single only - $1,000 payable in installments over five years. 
Couple/Family Membership - $30 $____________ All previous Life Memberships are recognized. 
Business Membership - $100 $____________  $____________ 
Supporting Membership - $75 $____________ 
 
SUPPORTING ANNUAL SPONSORSHIPS FOR LIFE MEMBERS AND BUSINESSES:  
With the same benefits as Annual Members and one free meeting room use. This is a great way to give a little more and/or to continue financial support 
even if you are a Life Member. Business Sponsorship  $100      $___________     Single/Family Sponsorship $75      $____________ 
 
MEMBER BENEFITS: Voting privileges at PCHS business meetings, 10% off  Merchandise, Four issues of the Stereoscope and Free Admission. 
 

NAME (s):   

ADDRESS:   

CITY:   STATE:     ZIP:   

PHONE:   

SEND CHECK AND THIS FORM TO:  

PHELPS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
PO BOX 164 

HOLDREGE, NE 68949 

Dear Members - 

It is time once again to re-new your membership to the Nebraska Prairie Museum. To end any  
confusion, this year all memberships will be due January 1, 2009. Please use the form below to inform us of 

any address changes, including telephone numbers. 

New double-wide drive in front of the  
Nebraska Prairie Museum 
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P.O. BOX 164 
HOLDREGE, NEBRASKA 68949 
 
 

Presidential Doll Collection on Display at the 
Nebraska Prairie Museum 
 
 With the recent inauguration of President Obama, visitors 
to the Nebraska Prairie Museum may find this new doll collection  

display very interesting! Donated by Vernon and Dorothy Nelson, 
this display features the First Wives of our Presidents starting 
with Martha Washington through Hillary Clinton. There are 

even some Presidential dolls represented in the collection.  

 Stop by your Nebraska Prairie Museum soon - you’ll be 

glad you did! 


